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Why Conservatives Must Prioritize 
Medicaid Reform 
• Too many enrollees 
• Too few workers to finance the program
• Open-ended federal reimbursement produces massive amount of 

wasteful spending 
• Medicaid crowds out other programs 
• Medicaid significantly increases federal deficits 
• Richer and profligate states benefit from Medicaid’s financing 

structure
• Medicaid expansion takes resources away from the most vulnerable
• Medicaid long-term care rules permit virtually anyone to qualify







Diminished Capacity to Finance 
Medicaid:

1988
5.1 to 1

2004
2.9 to 1

2021
1.9 to 1

Now Only Two Workers Support a Medicaid Enrollee—
Down from Five Workers Three Decades Ago







What We’ve Learned from Expansion 
States?

• Actual Enrollment Was Generally Much Higher than States 
Expected.
• We found that states average enrollment in 2020 was 52% higher 

than Urban Institute projected it would be for 2022.

• Actual Spending Was Generally Much Higher than States 
Expected.
• We found that overall spending in 2020 was 32% higher than Urban 

Institute projected it would be for 2022.

1) Surging Enrollment and Costs





What We’ve Learned from Expansion 
States?

People most harmed from Medicaid expansion were existing 
program enrollees.
1) Longer wait times for care
2) Longer ambulance response times
3) Resources redirected to expansion adults

Emergency room use for non-emergent services soared after 
expansion

2) Negative Effect on Existing Enrollees



What We’ve Learned from Expansion 
States?

1) Mortality rates worsened in expansion states relative to 
non-expansion states from 2013 to 2017

2) Health insurance is not strongly correlated with improved 
health outcomes

3) Medicaid results in the crowd-out of superior private 
coverage

3) No Health Benefit



COVID-fueled Growth of Medicaid

February 2020: 64.5 million enrollees

March 2023: 87.0 million enrollees

March 2024: 75.6 million enrollees













Cost of Great Obamacare Enrollment Fraud

We estimate 4-5 million fraudulently enrolled 
people.

We estimate fraudulent spending at $15-$26 
billion in 2024. 


