Hello my fellow concerned Ashby residents.
If you are reading this then you have likely read my previous posts.
Specifically, 3 of them, concerning Mrs. Flinkstrom, Mr, McCallum and Mr, and Mrs.
Pease.
Apparently we have hit a nerve with them after revealing facts that reveal specifically
how all three of them own properties in Ashby which are in direct violation of existing zoning
bylaws. They are so worried that they have created their own website to refute my charges
aimed at them. I feel that after I am again done proving they are in violation they will regret
trying to lie their way out of it. But facts will prove to be stubborn things.
We can start with Mr McCallum: He claims that his lot on Erickson Road is legal based
on his understanding of setback from the center of the road.
The lot is described as a residential house lot. Perhaps Mr. McCallum is not that well
informed in zoning interpretation, so here is the facts.
The house is located in a residential/agricultural zone, which requires a minimum of 2
acres and 200 feet of frontage, by zoning statute. This lot does not meet those requirements.
He has stated that he only needed 75 feet set back from the centerline in the road. Please see
attached regulations which pertain to this situation. If a lot has less than 50 feet of frontage on a
roadway, than a 75 foot setback applies. If the lot has more than 50 feet of frontage than 100
feet setback is required by today statute, Mr. McCallums lot has 200 ft of frontage, so he needs
100 ft setback from the center of the road. He doesn't have 100 ft, he doesn't have 75 ft. and
that house has been abandoned for much longer than 2 years.
It is now open space and not a residential lot.
If you were to ever want to build a house on this lot you would need to move the house
back, placing it right in the middle of a delineated river, (on Assessors map), and that would not
be acceptable by the Conservation Board.
Just so you are aware, the Ashby Zoning Bylaws are laws.the town has adopted in the
past and by which we are all obligated to abide by.
The two year non use is intended to dissolve nonconforming uses and lots after a 2 year
period of abandonment or non use in order to bring the Towns overall zoning into compliance.
Now to address Mr, and Mrs. Pease:
Mr and Mrs Pease actually find themselves in a difficult untenable position that the only
thing they could come up with to counter my facts, which prove they are in violation of the
zoning bylawjs in his neighborhood by operating a furniture manufacturing business in a
residential/agricultural district, was to explain that Ashby has had four Building Inspectors and
that none of them has ever confronted him regarding this issue.
Well, that is a ridiculous excuse. Mr. Pease are you saying that because you have never
been caught, conducting this unlawful activity at your home, that somehow that makes it legal?
There is no debate that you started this business after zoning implementation in Ashby
in 1978, therefore you have no grandfather protection.. It is also true that this is not an allowed
use in your neighborhood.
Maybe you should invite the Building Inspector over to access the situation right before
he shuts it down, as that would be the legal thing to do. But, we know this Building Inspector is
capable of only selective enforcement.

This explains why a few years ago, you as Planning Board chairman, you tried to pass a
bylaw (under the radar of the people) which would have made the entire town of Ashby
residential/commercial and thus an auto repair, pallet shop, furniture shop, etc, would be
allowed in any of the quiet Ashby neighborhoods. That is until you were stopped,
You and your fellow compatriots run fast and loose with the bylaws in Ashby, to serve
your own interests. You and your wife should resign from town positions until the conflict of
interest is resolved,
And lastly, Mrs. Flinkstrom,
She also has a shack on a % acre lot on Richardson Road.
The assessors card locates this shack at 950 Richardson Road. A GPS locator brings
you to this location which in turn is an empty lot at address 950 Richardson Road, However,
after cleaning my glasses, at the suggestion of Mrs. Flinkstrom, I did find the shack. But it is
located at the end of a driveway marked 952 Richardson Road. In any event, with my newly
cleaned glasses, the violations became clearer, I saw that someone recently has done work on
the shack and has actually added living space in the form of an addition and this is without a
permit, I wonder if Conservation for wetlands and the Board of Health for the septic were
informed?
Whereas this structure is on a nonconforming lot, it should not have been altered or
enlarged in any way, which makes it more non conforming. It is a clear violation of Ashby
Zoning Bylaws, But, beyond the Conservation Commission, the Board of Health and Building
Inspector issues, Mrs, Flinkstrom's real problem may be the fact that the shack has been
abandoned and not used for many consecutive years beyond the 2 years that are needed by
law for abandonment and to this day is not occupied, Mrs. Flinkstrom will need to prove, by
rental receipts, utility bills, etc, that the use goes back continuously to before 1979, Unlikely, as
she purchased it in 2005 as an abandoned shack, unoccupied.
Based on all of these issues facing Mrs, Flinkstrom, I suggest that she also consider
resigning her Selectman position until these serious issues are dealt with. For example: septic
upgrade, tax reassessment, etc. Provide a permit that shows that you have followed all
applicable zoning codes, building code requirements, with all the proper sign offs,
(Conservation, Board of Health, Fire, Tax Assessor, Electrical, plumbing, etc.)
We await your response.

7.2.12 (deleted)
7.2.13 of the Construction and use of one accessory apartment with parking, as provided for in
. Section 5.22
7.3 Table of Dimensional and Area Requirements:
IN
\ "A

7.3.1 Minimum Area - 80,000 square feet (5574 square meters)

\2 Minimum Frontage - 200 feet (53.34 meters)

7.3.3 Minimum Setback
7.3.3.1 Frontage on Right-of-Way of less than 50 feet width.
Set-Back from Street Center 75 feet (22.86 meters)
f

7.3.3.2 Frontage on Right-of-Way of at least 50 feet width.
Set-Back from Street Center 100 feet (30.48 meters)
7.3.3.3 Minimum Side and Rear Set-Back 25 feet (7.62 meters)
SECTION 8: INDUSTRIAL
8.1 Permitted Uses:
Any industrial use that is not commonly regarded as hazardous or offensive. No use shall be permitted
which would be hazardous to the community because of fire or explosion or any other cause. No use
shall be permitted which would be offensive because of noise, smoke, vibration, gas, fumes, odors, dust
or other objectionable features.
8.1.1 The research and development, testing, manufacturing and sales of photovoltaic and wind
energy systems.
8.1.5 SIGNS. One sign of one or two sides no larger than 60 sq ft (6.4sq m) per side. No electric
signs of any type will be permitted except those illuminated by stationary flood lights.
8.1.6 EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION. The exterior facing of the front elevation and side walls of
any building in the industrial zone shall be finished with brick, natural or manufactured stone, terra
cotta, glass, aluminum, or other structural material of equal durability and architectural effect.
8.1.7 LANDSCAPING. No less than two-thirds (2/3) of the front set-back and side areas of any
building shall be provided with grass lawns, shrubbery, or other appropriate landscaping.
8.1.8 RUBBISH AND TRASH. All rubbish, trash, scrap, or other waste materials incident to the
use of the building occupation shall be stored within a structure or in such a manner which shall be
sheltered from public view, provided such material is not placed closer to the side lot lines than the
sides of the principal building; and further provided that such material shall not be stored within
fifty (50) feet (15.24 meters) of the rear lot line.
8.1.9 FLAMMABLE MATERIALS STORAGE. All flammable materials stored in quantities in
excess of 100 gallon containers (378.5 liters) which are required to be licensed under General
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ZONING BY-LAWS
TOWN OF ASHBY, MASSACHUSETTS

SECTION 1: PURPOSE
To promote the health, safety, convenience, and general welfare of its inhabitants, to protect the community,
and to promote sound growth,
SECTION 2: DISTRICTS
2.1 The Town of Ashby is hereby divided into the following four classes of districts, as follows:
2.1.1 Residential--R
2.1.2 Resident! al/Commercial--R/C
2.1.3 Residential/Agricultural--R/A
2.1.4 Indus trial--!
2.2 The boundaries of each district are hereby established as shown on the zoning map entitled, "Zoning
Map, Town of Ashby, Massachusetts, Ashby Planning Board". Said map is hereinafter referred to as the
Zoning Map.
2.3 Use Regulations Within Districts
2.3.1 Basic Requirements: No building, structure, or land shall be used for any purpose or in any
manner other than as permitted and set forth in this by-law. Uses permitted as a matter of right and
uses allowed by the Board of Appeals shall be in conformity with all dimensional requirement, and
any other pertinent requirement of mis by-law. Uses not mentioned are prohibited.
2.3.2 PRINCIPAL USE, ACCESSORY USE
A principal use is a main or primary use of a lot or structure. More than one principal use may be
allowed on a lot, except where such use is a dwelling and provided that each principal use is
permitted and the sum of such principal uses complies with the other requirements of this By-Law.
An accessory use is one that constitutes only an incidental or insubstantial part of the total activity
that takes place on a lot and is commonly associated with and integrally related to the principal
use.
Even though a use may be a principal use in another situation, it may be conducted as an accessory
use in conjunction with another principal use provided it is insubstantial, incidental, commonly
associated with and integrally related to that principal use.
SECTION 3: DEFINITIONS
In this by-law certain terms are defined as followed:
1) ANTIQUE/GIFT SHOP. A small specialty retail shop.
2) ACCESSORY APARTMENT. A dwelling unit constructed within or on an existing house. It is a unit
containing a bathroom, kitchen, and living/bedroom space
3) ACCESSORY BUILDING. An unattached subordinate building, the use of which is incidental to that
of a principal building.

39) NONCONFORMINGUSE. Use of a building or land, existing at the time of enactment or
subsequent amendment of this by-law, which does not conform to the regulations of the district in which
it is situated.
40) ORCHARD, A commercial area of fruit trees.
41) PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICES. Commercial mobile radio services, unlicensed wireless
services, and common carrier wireless exchange access services.
42) PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICE FACILITY. Facility for the provision of personal wireless
services, as defined by the Telecommunications Act.
43) RIGHT OF WAY OF STREET. When a strip of land within which is located
a) a public way or a way which the Town Clerk certifies is maintained and used as a public way, or
b) a way is shown on a plan theretofore approved and endorsed in accordance with the Subdivision
Control law, Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 41, Section 8 IK to GG inclusive.
44) SETBACK. The minimum required unoccupied space or area between the streetline on which the
building is numbered or would be numbered, and the part of the building nearest such street line, such
unoccupied space or area extending the entire width or distance across the lot.
45) SIGN. Any device for visual communication that is used for the purpose of bringing the subject
thereof to the attention of the public, but not including any flag, badge, or insignia of any government or
government agency, or of any civic, charitable, religious, fraternal, or similar organization.
46) STABLE (RIDING). A building or group of buildings where one or more horses or ponies are kept
for sale, rent, hire, or instruction.
47) STREET. (Road, Way). A public way accepted by the Town and certified as such by the Town
Clerk or a way shown on a subdivision plan approved in accordance with the Subdivision Control Law
or a way in existence when the subdivision control became effective in the Town of Ashby having, in the
opinion of the Planning Board, suitable width, suitable grade and adequate construction to provide for
the needs of vehicular traffic in relation to the proposed use of the abutting land thereon or served by
and for the installation of municipal services to serve the land and buildings erected or to be erected
thereon.
48) STREET CENTER Center line of street.
49) STREET LINE. Edge of right-of-way of roadway or street.
50) STRUCTURE. Anything constructed or erected which requires location on the ground or attachment
to something having location on the ground, including signs and billboards, but not including fences or
walls used as fences.
51) TRAVEL TRAILER. Any unit used for living or sleeping purposes and which is equipped with
permanently attached wheels or similar devices used for purposes of transporting said unit from place to
place.
52) TREE NURSERY. A commercial establishment where trees are grown for retail purposes.
53) TRUCK GARDEN. A commercial vegetable farm.
54) USE. The purpose for which a building or tract of land is designed, arranged or intended, or for
which a building or tract of land is or may be arranged.

9.8.12 Conflict With Other Laws
All development activities within the AVCOD shall comply with all applicable laws, regulations, and
standards of the town. In the event of a conflict between this bylaw and any section of the zoning
bylaw the provisions of this bylaw shall control, provided that they are consistent with state and
federal law.
SECTION 10: ENFORCEMENT
10.1 Permits
This by-law shall be enforced by the Building Inspector. No building or structure shall be erected or
exterior alterations made changing the size of the building and no major use of land or a building shall
be commenced or changed unless a permit has been issued by the Building Inspector.
No permit issued by the Building Inspector hereunder shall be in force for more than one hundred and
eighty days unless the work or use proposed shall have been actually commenced and carried on in good
faith within that time.
10.2 Pre-existing Nonconformance
Pre-existing nonconforming structures or uses may be extended or altered when the permit granting
authority or special permit granting authority makes a finding that the change, extension, or alteration is
not substantially more detrimental to the neighborhood than the existing nonconforming use.
Any pre-existing nonconforming use abandoned or not used for more than two years may not be reestablished.
10.3 Penalty
The Building Inspector shall take such action as may be necessary to enforce full compliance with the
provisions of the by-law and of permits and variances issued hereunder., including notification of
noncompli ance and request for legal action through the Selectmen to Town Counsel. Any person
violating any provision of this by-law, any condition under which a permit is issued, or any decision
rendered by the Board of Appeals, may be fined not more than one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each
offense. Each day or portion thereof that any violation occurs shall constitute a separate offense.
SECTION 11: VALIDITY OF EXISTING BUILDING PERMITS
Any building permit issued prior to a notice of a hearing on the question of the enactment of this by-law
shall be valid from the date of special permit granting authority vote until six (6) months after such date.
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