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MONTHLY MEETINGS  
Meetings at Miraflores Park 
17th Avenue between 
Belmont and LaRua  
 
 

BUSINESS MEETING 
1ST TUESDAY,  7 PM 
 
BULL SESSION  
2ND THURSDAY, 6:30 
PM 
 
CASTING & TYING 
CLINIC 
3RD SATURDAY, 9 AM  

Business Meeting, Fly Fishers Of Northwest Florida,  
August 6, 2013, President Terry McCormick, presiding  

     Summer days are waning, football has started, temps are starting cool and the 

fishing is starting to heat up. This is when some of best fishing happens. The 

bays, sound, and Gulf gets good.  Many members are making travel plans for 

north and west, and members are showing back up from Summer.  

  

    Around the club, we have our new library cabinet and you need to take a look. 

We have lots of great books and DVD's, so check it out. 

  

     There will be a Board of Directors meeting at 6 pm before the regular busi-

ness meeting a 7 pm on September 3. Hope to see you there. 

  

Tight lines and the tug is the drug, 

  

Terry  

The meeting of the Fly Fishers  of NW Florida was called to order by Pres. 

Terry McCormick at 7 PM with twenty members present. 

The minutes of July 2 were accepted as published. 

The treasurer reported a balance of $6,478.72. 

Russ Shields gave a very interesting and informative program on  what fish like 

to consume. He used slides and personal experience to highlight his presenta-

tion. 

Everyone was reminded that elections for new club officers will be held in No-

vember. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:59 PM. 

Submitted by Bud Newbill, secretary. 

 

 "The World's Best Fishing Jokes": 

  

When asked about his luck while on a fishing excursion President Calvin   

Coolidge replied. 

 

 "I estimate that there are 45,000 fish in the River Brule, and 

although I haven't caught them all yet, I've intimidated 

them"  
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Fishing Reporté. Captain Baz Yelverton 

My report last month got rained out, so I will "double up" this month. It looks like we've finally gotten enough 

rain, and things are settling down to a more normal weather pattern. The inland waters are "iced tea" all the way 

down to Navarre Beach. The good news is the water clarity is improving, and we were able to sight-fish for red-

fish yesterday for the first time in weeks. 

  

The hot ticket at the moment on the inside are the ladyfish, bluefish, and Spanish mackerel that are in big 

schools throughout the bay and sound. My favorite spots are Town Point, the turning basin, and the "east 

pass" out in the middle between the Old Coast Guard Station and NAS. Town Point is alive with fish, and there 

are generally lots of boats in the area taking advantage of the situation. There are some big fish in the mix, too. 

Some really nice bluefish, ladyfish up to 3#, and some big Spanish...although not as many as usual. Near the 

pass you'll find bait balls with fish tearing them up. I've started using a short piece of 26# American Fishing 

Wire which connects easily to 20# fluoro with a 4 wrap double uniknot. The water's so dirty the wire doesn't 

seem to affect the fish. Closures made from artificial materials, surf candy, gummy minnows...all are effective. 

For some extra fun go with a small white popper. 

 

There are schools of big Spanish in the bay, but they're not dependably at the usual spots. You could find them 

anywhere. Be on the lookout for big splashes or leaping fish. Just in the past few days there have been good 

numbers of them at the USS Massachusetts. We've been doing best on strong outgoing water when the dirty 

water is screaming by. The dirty water and current keeps the doggone divers away, too. 

 

 

I went searching for false albacore two days ago, and ran 10 miles to the SE of Pensacola Pass never seeing a 

fish. Maybe they're to the SW. Who knows? I think the dirty water's moved them out, although it didn't seem 

to bother them back in July when the turning basin was slammed full of FA. Andy Cobb hammered them on 

July 22. Earlier in July the fish were spread out to the SE from the Three Barges to the Tex Edwards. Here are 

a couple more shots of successful FA anglers from July: Dave Leger on July 2 and Nathan Kerr on July 12. 

 

I've been having good success on the jack crevalle in Pensacola Bay, although it's not as dependable now as it 

was 2-3 weeks ago. Best bet is to anchor in about 3' of water on a point either on the N side of the island or in 

the bay. There are schools of feeding fish working the shoreline from Butcher pen Cove to Dead Man's Island 

to Town Point to Deer Point all the way to the Bob Sykes Bridge. On the N side of the island you could find 

them anywhere from Portofino to Pickens Pier. You will know they're coming because the baitfish will be 

showering. Another idea is to pull up behind the shrimp boats at first light when they're culling their catch 

from the night before. I haven't been man enough to get up that early, but it's always productive this time of 

year. Maybe Matt Wegener will check that out and report back. Matt's got his "new" Hewes skiff on the water 

now, and has some experience with the shrimp boats from our earliest trip together. If you try the shrimp 

boats go with a 2/0 popper or crease fly, and add a short piece of that tie-able 26# wire. There are other 

beasts besides jacks feeding on the by catch... Here are a couple shots of anglers who "know jack" after land-

ing one in the past couple months. Gary Lowe on July 17 and Richard Montgomery on August 7. 
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boats go with a 2/0 popper or crease fly, and add a 

short piece of that tie-able 26# wire. There are 

other beasts besides jacks feeding on the by 

catch... Here are a couple shots of anglers who 

"know jack" after landing one in the past couple 

months. Gary Lowe on July 17 and Richard 

Montgomery on August 7 

 

I'll leave you with two final thoughts. First, there are record numbers of sand fleas in the surf, and the pompano 

are there feeding on them. The best action seems to be down around Navarre Beach where the water is cleaner. 

And finally, there is a huge school of bull redfish moving around the sound and bay. I've seen them three times 

in the past month but haven't been ready. Last week and the week before they were over by the EPA early in the 

morning, but they've moved. I first found them a month ago by the green marker a half mile east of the Old 

Coast Guard Station. It was mid-afternoon, and I was coming back to Peg legs from a trip in the Gulf. In the dis-

tance I saw huge splashes spreading out for a quarter mile, so I ran out into the middle of it, killed the motor, and 

drifted. At first I didn't know what the fish were. My three spin-fishermen got so excited they all tried to cast 

their spoons at once and all three lines got tangled up. One guy forgot to open the bail, and the line wrapped 

around the other two before hooking him in the back. The fish were exploding 10' from the boat and we were 

totally helpless. That's when I saw that they were bull reds. By the time I got everything untangled the fish were 

gone, and since we were 7 hours into a 6 hour trip I just packed them up and headed for the dock. I have a 

10wt, sinking line, and a go-meaux or big clouser with me at all times now.  

  

.Capt Baz    

Fishing Reporté. Captain Baz Yelvertonñcontinue 

Around the Bayé.and Further Away 

In response to some requests for more turn-

ing/drying wheels, I am in the process of 

making five more units. One is already 

spoken for. 

 

They will be available at the September 

Clinic and the cost will be the same as   

before. Please let me know if you want to     

reserve one. 

 

Russ Shields 
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The Tip Jaré. 

Around the Bayé.and Further Away  -  continue 

I will be doing a presentation on ñBig Fish Fly Fishingò at next Tuesdayôs (Sept 2} FFNWF meeting. 

 

Bob Korose 

 

POPPERS 
There are all kinds of stores and web sites that will take our money, but I found one that is really unique.  It 

started with an e-book (always looking for fly fishing books) from Amazon: Ten Best Smallmouth Flies.  The 

author, Brad Miller, also has a web site: www.flybass.com, and a store: www.flybass.biz.  The difference is 

that if you have a comment or question about the book or the stuff for sale, you get a reply from the author/

owner and right away. 

 

The book: Granted most of us don't fish for smallmouth but it's no surprise the "10 Best" are flies we use: Pop-

pers, Clousers, Deceivers, Bunny strips. There is even a saltwater "minnow" (Estaz and bucktail) he uses for 

bass, and his crayfish could be adapted to shrimp patterns.  The best part of the book is explicit tying instruc-

tions, including helpful hints like lining up the feathers for the tail on a Deceiver, spinning deer hair, etc 

 

The store:  Brad likes poppers and he has every kind of popper head you can imagine, including Lefty's Popper 

heads and anything and everything made by Rainy. 

 

Meanwhile, greetings to Y'all.  I will be back down there by end of September. 

Paul 

Ferrules stuck and can't get them apart? Seems to happen a lot with the TFO style ferrules.  Lay an ice 

cube on the ferrule for 2 minutes and then pull in a straight line. They will come apart easily.   

Bob Willice  

http://www.flybass.com/
http://www.flybass.biz/
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Redchaser Whistleréby Matt Wegener 

Muddy water, muddy wateréthat seems to be all people have been 

talking about this summer. And why not?  How is the fly fisherman 

supposed to catch their favorite quarry when we have had measurable 

rain fall every day for what seems like forever.  So how is the fly-

fishing purist supposed to compete with his spin-fishing brethren that 

are chucking scent-laden lures with more rattles than my old Ford 

truck? Maybe we need to learn some lessons from our friends to the 

west that battle these muddy conditions on a daily basis.  Gene Mont-

gomery, of Mobile Alabama, developed a fly called the ñGold Frizzyò that represents the flash of a gold 

spoon.  Ron Begnaud took the ñGold Frizzyò a step further by combining it with the famous ñWhistlerò, tied 

by Dan Blanton.  The result is an extremely flashy fly that pushes lots of water because of the palmered hack-

les.  Letôs tie this fly and give our spin-fishing friends a run for their money during these less-than-desirable 

conditions. 

 

Tying Materials 

 

Hook:  Eagle Claw EC413 60 degree jig hook, #2 

Thread:  Red flat waxed nylon 

Eye:  Medium dumbbell eyes 

Tail/Flash: Gold mylar, size large 

Body:  Red chenille 

Hackle: 2 red saddle hackles 

 

 

Start by attaching the dumbbell eyes with figure-8 wraps right behind the 

60 degree bend in the hook. Move thread to midpoint of the hook shank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the mid-point of the hook shank, tie in a 2ò piece of mylar 

folded in half. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tie in another 1òpiece of mylar folded in half just ahead of the previous my-

lar On the bottom of the hook shank. 
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Redchaser Whistlerécontinue 

Fray the mylar to form the tail and trim to a İò behind the bend of the hook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tie in the chenille where the mylar is attached and make 2-3 wraps to for 

the body. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palmer-wrap the hackles to just behind the eyes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finish the fly by building up the head with thread and coat with epoxy. 
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Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

 

PO BOX 1041 
PENSACOLA, FL 32591  

SEPTEMBER 2013 
 

Bull Session -Tying & 
Tall Tales  6:30 PM  

Clinic - Casting, tying, 
gourmet lunch  9 AM  

Business Meeting      
7 PM 

VA tying clinic  

Healing 

Waters 


