North Shore Journal

PAGE 11

MAY 29, 2020

Class of 2020

Liljestrand, Mason

Lincoln, Austin

McKeever, Masen

Ming, Gage

Morrison, Keegan

Peroutka, Greg

Pollock, Kestrel

Porter, Jordan

Schlienz, Jessup

Schmeske, Aurora

Slivinski, Sarah

Spry, Alyssa
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Spry, Trent

Sutton, Pete

Swanson, Max

Good
Luck
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Waltz, Ian

Wilson, Dominic

2020!

Zimmer, Bianca

Don’t Let Our Good Looks
Fool You

Fire Danger On Minnesota
National Forests

BJ Kohlstedt,
Lake County Emergency Management

USDA Forest Service
Superior National Forest

Lake County is beautiful, but
please don’t be deceived.
COVID-19 has been here, is
here, and will continue to be here
for some time. Even though
unnecessary travel continues to
be strongly discouraged and the
Governor’s recommendation is to
stay close to home, Lake County
Health and Human Services is
concerned about an influx of
visitors this summer. The “big
lake,” our trails and state parks
have room for many, but our
medical facilities don’t.

With fire danger increasing
throughout Northern Minnesota,
campers and day use visitors in
the National Forests should be
extra vigilant when building and
extinguishing campfires. With
the lack of moisture and increase
in temperatures, there is the
potential for any escaped fire to
spread rapidly, especially on
windy days.

“Stay Safe MN applies to all of
us no matter where we are in the
state. While you’re here, please
respect our local residents and
our limited resources by complying with the recommendations of
the Governor and the Minnesota
Department of Health,” said Lisa
Hanson, Director of Health and
Human Services. “Like every
community, we need to protect
our frontline and essential workers and keep all our community
members as healthy as possible.”

Residents and visitors alike are
asked to keep up the good work
by continuing to follow basic
mitigation strategies including:
• Wash your hands, cover your
cough, and avoid touching
shared surfaces.
• Enjoy the outdoors but stay
six feet from people outside
your family group.
• If you must go into stores or
other businesses, disinfect
your hands before entering,
wear a mask, respect social
distancing and avoid touching shared surfaces like
counters and display items if
possible. Pay attention to
signs that may provide
additional guidelines specific
to each business.
• Limit gatherings to ten people
or less and maintain social
distance.
• Stay home if you’re sick.
For more information and updates on COVID-19 in Lake
County visit www.co.lake.mn.us.

We want you to enjoy a campfire, gooey s'mores, and a night
sky full of stars, so here a few
tips for minimizing those risks:
• Think before you strike.
Check for burning restrictions and monitor for extreme
fire behavior signs, i.e. high
winds and temperatures.
• Use the provided fire rings at
dispersed campsites and
established fire grates at
Boundary Waters Canoe Area
Wilderness (BWCAW)
campsites.
• Select a level spot a safe
distance away from trees, low
overhead branches, shrubs,

dry grass, or logs to prevent
the fire from escaping. Clear
all flammable material within
5 feet.
• Have a shovel and water
available at the campfire site
for extinguishing campfires.
• Supervise the fire at all times.
Even a light breeze could
cause the fire to spread.
• Extinguish the campfire with
water using the “drown and
stir” method, make sure it is
cold to the touch before
leaving the area.
• Limit fires to night-time
hours on hot, dry windy days.
For details regarding current
fire conditions on Minnesota
national forests visit the Minnesota Incident Command System
website: www.mnics.org.
Statewide fire danger conditions and current burning restrictions can be found on the Minnesota DNR website at
www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/
fire/firerating_restrictions.html.

