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Neskowin subdivision makes rare
request to withdraw from sewer district

Ann Powers
QOII!Or northcuastcn.-zen.com

Neskowin Regional Sanitary
Authority (NRSA) custom-
ers have until a Nov. 23 public
hearing to collect about 40
signatures if they want an elec-
tion on whether the Hills of
Neskowin (HON) subdivision
should be allowed out of the
sewer district’s boundaries and

fees.

In a two-to-one vote Nov. 2,
Tillamook County Commission-
ers approved a petition from
the subdivision’s Homeowners
Association (HOA) to begin
the process of withdrawing
from NRSA. The majority vote
determined it is not realistic for
the special district to provide
services directly benefiting
HON in a timely manner.

“In my opinion this is not
feasible and is not going to hap-
pen in a significant amount of
time,” said Commission Chair
Mark Labhart.

Documents show HON was
first platted in 1997, with each
property approved for its own
on-site septic system. The sub-
division has nearly built out to
full capacity with approximately
60 parcels — each with separate,

fully functional, septic systems.
Homeowners said there has
been no need for NRSA to
install a sewer line for those
properties in the nearly 20 years
since HON was established.
“This seems to be a little bit
of an overkill for us,” ex-
plained HON resident Lloyd
‘Van Roekel. “We already have a
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meowners Association representatives James Blasius and
their case to the Tillamook County

Commission, Nov. 2, on

why the subdivision should be allowed to withdraw form the Neskowin Regional
Sanitary Authority.
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tic system and to put in a

septic line.would tear up

the neighbortipod.” . -
Moreover, in' 2003,

-district voters approved
_a bond for water system
improvements required
by the state. Because the
‘subdivision lies.within
NRSA’s boundaries,
~ HON residents were re-
- quired to pay the perma-

nent tax rate. =

- HOA representatives
said the subdivision’s
total payments have
.amounted to approxi-
mately $100,000 since

the tariff was first levied.

“We don’t have a
burning desire to leave
the district,” said James

Blasius, HOA presi-
dent. “But, we do have a
burning desire not to be
taxed. What's fair is fair.
We are basically a retire-
ment community with
a lot of folks on fixed
incomes.”

NRSA’s Antis Leslie
said the bond was retired
in'2015 and the tax rev-
enue is currently going
into a reserve for the
district’s 10-year plan.

“It went to pay down
debt,” Leslie told com-
missioners. “Now the
property taxes are going
into a capital reserve
fund to pay for future
projects.”

Out of eight projects
outlined by priority in
NRSA's future plans,
the one affecting HON
is number five on the
list — a Highway 101 .

" trunk sewer extension.

Engineering experts. .
estimated it would cost
roughly $1.8 million and
Leslie said thé trank line
is “developer driven”
by preliminary plans for
a trailer park north of .

The line’s installation .
would also require exca-
vation of the subdivision
with no direct advantage -
to that area, according

-to subdivision dwellers.

Moreover, NRSA could
not give commissioners a

timeline for the project’s

implementation.

“It won't occur in
the next five years and
we don’t know if it will
occur in the next 10,”
Leslie said.

Nevertheless, NRSA
Board Chair Shelley
Stoll said sewer services
benefiting the greater
good should be taken

* into account.

“The Neskowin core
area where the post of-
fice, café, store, park,
hotels, condos and bus
stop are located is used
by all,” Stoll wrote in
a letter to the county
board, dated Oct. 25.
“The service NRSA
provides eliminates the
possibility of sewage
from many businesses
and hundreds of homes
spilling into creeks, the
wetlands and flossing
into the ocean.”

Taking all of the
information provided,
Commissioners Lab-
hart and Tim Josi voted
for HON’s petition
and Commissioner Bill
Bartlein voted against.

" “T'would be amendable
to looking at it again in
a year or so,” Bartlein
said. “At this point, there
are too many unknowns
about whether it’s fea-
sible or not feasible. So,
I'm going to have to take
the road that it could be
feasible at some point.”

In order for there to
be an election on HON’s
withdraw, the county
must receive written
requests by no less than
15 percent of the elec-
tors, or 100 electors
(whichever is the lesser
number), registered in
the sewer district by the
Nov. 23 public hearing,
according to Tillamook
County Council William
Sargent.

“If there’s not enough
signatures for an election
than the commissioners
can approve the with-

! draw and that’s the end

' of it,” Sargent said, “I've

" been doing this now for
about 20-plus years and
believe it or not, this is
the first time that I recall
that a party has peti-
tioned the board of com-
missioners to withdraw
from a special district.”



