The Sounds of St. Stephen’s
St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street - Perkasie, PA 18944
Phone: 215.257.6460
www.thessperkasie.org
office@thessperkasie.org

May 2017
“

They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” --Acts 1:11
Recently several members of the congregation and I distributed flyers into the neighborhood to share
information about our church with the residents around us. It was an eye-opening experience to see the
differences in demographics in the community.
At one particular porch, I stepped up to the door and rang the bell. A young child came out of the
darkness to the door, saw the flyer in my hand with the Easter cross on the back and called back,
“Mommy, Jesus is at the door!”
It was humorous, but, oh, so profound.
In the book of Acts, it is written that the disciples were walking with Jesus when he lifted his hands to
bless them and then ascended into heaven. They stood staring as two angels in white stood beside them
and asked, “Why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you
into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Quite literally, one could read this that Christ will suddenly be before our eyes someday. And the surprise
will be the same as this child heralding her mother, “Jesus is at the door!”
Truth be told, with all the political intrigue, saber rattling, and brokenness in the world today, we may
yearn for the time when God’s way comes into power again and Christ returns. Until that day, however,
we will encounter the ascended Christ through the guidance of the Holy Spirit and mortals like you and
me.
As disciples, the writer of Acts teaches us to go forth and proclaim the good news of the Gospel to all
whom we meet. We take with us the Holy Spirit, our experiences of God, and the words and example of
Christ. Anywhere we go, we appear as the potential presence of Christ to others. Anywhere we go, we
should be prepared to speak about why we attend St. Stephen’s UCC; why faith is important; and the
impact a community of faith can have in the life of an individual who comes to know the grace and love of
Jesus Christ.
Anywhere we go, you and I may suddenly present as the life-giving voice and love of Christ to another
emerging from some wandering, some struggle or some dark place in life.

Have you spoken about your faith with folks outside the church lately? Have you ever gone out as a
member of St. Stephen’s and intentionally invited another to worship?
As we open doors and reach into the community that was so fundamental in building St. Stephen’s UCC, I
pray that each of us will make a committed effort to walk our discipleship.
The task at hand? In the month of May, I encourage you to do 2 things:
1. Contact a member of the church that you haven’t seen in worship for a while and let them know
you care. Maybe even invite them to church. Or if that member that hasn’t been there for a while
happens to be you, be intentional about coming to worship and taking a chance on renewal.
2. Find someone you do not know—whether a neighbor or the person in line in front of you in the
store. Tell them you are a person of faith and are excited about worshipping and serving God.
Then invite them to church and tell them you will be excited to see them.
You never know. You might be surprised and encounter Christ standing before you. Or you might serve
as the presence of the risen Christ for someone in need.
Through the Holy Spirit, as mortals, we can bring the risen and ascended Christ into the brick and mortar
world of 2017 and begin to birth the church anew.
See you in worship,

Movie Discussion “Dead Man Walking” – May 10, 6:30 PM
How far does God's love and the power of redemption and forgiveness really go?
A convicted murderer on Death Row and the nun who befriends him. Through the portrayal of finely drawn
characters and their interactions as the days, hours, and minutes tick down to the condemned man's execution,
powerful emotions are unleashed. While Matthew Poncelet and Sister Prejean desperately try to gain a stay of
execution from the governor or the courts, scenes are intercut from the brutal crime, gradually revealing the
truth about the events that transpired. In addition to her temporal help, the nun also tries to reach out spiritually
and assist as a guide to salvation.
This film is rated R (Restricted) and is for mature audiences only.
Children will not be permitted.
The film contains graphic violence and mature subject matter including capital punishment, rape, and a double
homicide.

Book Group – Saturday, May 27 – 9:00 AM
We will gather in the Conference Room on the 4th Saturday of every month from 9 - 11am.
Bring a cup of coffee and come to share your thoughts!
Stephanie Anne Thompson, Convener
Text/Phone: 610.762.9137
Email: stephanie@heartceremonies.com

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor black tobacco farmer whose
cells—taken without her knowledge in 1951—became one of the most important tools in medicine, vital for
developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene mapping, and more. Henrietta's cells have been bought and sold by
the billions, yet she remains virtually unknown, and her family can't afford health insurance. This phenomenal
New York Times bestseller tells a riveting story of the collision between ethics, race, and medicine; of scientific
discovery and faith healing; and of a daughter consumed with questions about the mother she never knew.

UPCOMING EVENTS

PROGRESSIVE DINNER

Friday “Fellows” Fellowship
May 5 & June 2 at 7:00am

Saturday, May 6
Starts 5:00pm at the church

Join the “men of St. Stephen’s” for a morning of
breakfast and fellowship.
For more information, contact Dave
Alexander at 215-257-7019.

Every adult is invited to come and enjoy a fun night
with laughs and a good meal.

SPRING CLEAN-UP
Inside & Outside
Saturday, May 6
10:00am-2:00pm
Outside - We need anyone willing to get their
hands dirty to help with pulling weeds, spreading
new mulch, trimming bushes, planting leftover
bulbs from Easter and general yard work.
Please bring shovels, clippers, trimmers, wheel
barrows, rakes or any other yard tool you may
want to use.

Appetizers - Starts at 5:00 pm with appetizer at the
church.
Soup, Salad and Main Course - We move on to:
soup/salad and main course at the homes of those
who signed up to host.
Dessert - We will all end up somewhere for
dessert, maybe a surprise.
There is a sign-up sheet on the table outside
Ehrhart Hall.
Contact Pat Donahue with any questions: 215-2577636 or patsy07h@gmail.com.

PENTECOST
Inside – For those who like to help inside, we will
be doing inside Spring Cleaning around the church.
Donuts and coffee will be provided.
Contact: Ken Schaefer at 215-257-9157

Graduation Recognition
Sunday
Members of St. Stephen’s who are graduating
from high school or college will be honored
during the Graduation Recognition Sunday
service on June 4 at 9:30am. Please let the office
know student’s name, institution of graduation
and graduation date with the office by May 21,
2017.

SUNDAY, June 4
Worship/Communion/Graduate Recognition
9:30 AM
On Pentecost Sunday, the church celebrates the
gift of the Holy Spirit. The Senior Choir, directed by
Jean Dager, will lift up joyful sounds during the
service.
Donate Geraniums for Pentecost
Red geraniums will be used to decorate the
sanctuary for the Pentecost service and will then
be planted outside. If you would like to make a
donation to cover the cost, please use a “Geranium
Envelope” found at the back of the church or place
your donation in an enveloped marked
“Geraniums” with your name on it. Envelopes can
be placed in the offering plate or given to Judy
Ockenfuss. Thank you for your support.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2017

Hero Central
Discover your strength in God
Is coming to St. Stephen’s
July 9-13 from 6:30-8:30 pm
We need your help this summer as we encounter many
awesome adventures alongside some of our favorite
Bible heroes at the Hero Central Vacation Bible School.
Please consider lending a hand as we discover how to
be true heroes.
Vacation Bible School will be held
July 9-13 from 6:30-8:30 pm.
Name _______________________________
Phone # _____________________________
Email _______________________________
Camp Preparation:
_____ Create decorations _____ Decorate
church
_____ Provide supplies
During our:
_____ Crafts
_____ Music
_____ Worship
_____ Mission
_____ Photographer

_____ Publicity

_____ Drama
_____ Games
_____ Science
_____ Snacks
_____ Greeter/
Registration

_____ Shepherding children to stations
Please complete this form and place it in the offering
plate or in Donna Wimmer’s mailbox. Thank you!

HERO CENTRAL
VBS REGISTRATION
St. Stephen’s UCC
July 9-13, 2017
6:30-8:30 pm
Child #1 Name
__________________________________________
Grade
Birthdate______________Age:____Completed___
Child #2 Name
__________________________________________
Grade
Birthdate______________Age:____Completed___
Child #3 Name
__________________________________________
Grade
Birthdate______________Age:____Completed___
Address:__________________________________
_______________
Phone#__________________Email_____________
Parent(s) Name
__________________________________________
Emergency Phone #
________________________________________
Allergies or other important information:
__________________________________________
_______________________
Church Affiliation:
__________________________________________
Please complete this form and place it in the offering
plate or in Donna Wimmer’s mailbox. Thank you!

MISSION / OUTREACH

Invest in the Vision
Strengthen the Church
Special Mission Offering
Sunday, June 4 ~ Pentecost
On Pentecost, we will be receiving the Strengthen
the Church special mission offering of the United
Church of Christ.
This offering:
 Builds the UCC’s future.
 Funds new congregations and renews
existing ones.
 Supports programs for youth and young
adults
 Nurtures current and future leaders.
 Aids the God is Still Speaking Ministry
and its message of inclusivity.
Your gift to Strengthen the Church builds the UCC’s
future now by funding The Stillspeaking Ministry,
new and renewing churches, youth
and young adult ministries, and lay and
pastoral leadership formation – especially among
women and people of color.
MISSION OFFERINGS

St. Stephen’s is moving forward to serve our
neighbors and our community. Throughout the
year our congregation responds to the needs of
others through our quarterly mission offerings and
special offerings. Thank you for your support!

2017 Our Church’s Wider Mission
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
$400.00 Offering Received

$280.00 received from Community Lenten offering
on Wednesday, March 29 was split between
Pennridge FISH and Quakertown Food Pantry

LENTEN MISSION PROJECT
Church World Service
Emergency Clean-up Buckets
Thanks to the generosity of those who
bought items or donated money to buy items
for the emergency kits, we were able to
assemble 20 buckets. GREAT JOB!

FISH Needs
Please note that we are now collecting for our
Summer Kids Lunch Program. As you may
know, many children receive subsidized lunches and
breakfasts at school throughout the school year. When
summer rolls around, and the kids are home all day,
our client families have a hard time putting food on the
table to replace those meals. Please consider holding a
“kid food” food drive this spring to help us gear up to
assist these families. FISH families with school aged
children will receive an extra bag of food each month
during the summer that will include “kid friendly”
foods. We will also be purchasing some items like milk,
cheese, yogurt and fruit to distribute. Some kid
friendly ideas...
Fruit, applesauce, Jello and pudding cups,
granola bars, mini snack packs, fruit leather, mac and
cheese mix, peanut butter and jelly, Spaghettios,
cheese and PB cracker packs, canned tuna and
chicken, bags of apples and oranges, and more! Be
creative!
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Inter-Faith Hospitality Network
at St. Stephen's UCC in August



During the month of August we will provide
temporary housing for up to three families.
Volunteer Opportunities: Many
volunteers giving their time and resources
are needed to meet the needs of our guests
and make the project a smoothly run
success. We will be sharing many of the
responsibilities with our “Buddy Churches”,
Living Hope Community Church in Dublin
and St. Paul’s UCC in Sellersville. Some of
the Committee coordinators are in place but
we still are looking for one or more host
coordinators. Please consider helping with
this outreach mission.



Host Coordinators
Meet with guest families Sunday evening
and update the Host Family Book with your
contact information and be available
throughout the week to provide guidance or
help for an unexpected emergency.
Open the church each evening at 5:00pm
and stay until the dinner volunteers arrive.
This may be done by another Church
member some evenings.
Each morning after the guests leave check
the guest area and dispose of trash. Again,
there are days this may be done by
someone else.
Dinner Volunteers
Needed during the evening, between 5:45
PM and 7:30 PM.
To bring the evening meal and eat with
the guest families.
Stay at the church until the overnight
volunteers arrive.
Give a blessing before each meal.
Overnight Volunteers Two volunteers needed every night to
"sleep over" at the church and interact with
the families during the evening hours.
Families may volunteer, however, only 2 Queen
size mattresses will be provided. You must bring
your own bedding.
Arrive at approx. 7:30 PM and leave early AM.
Transportation Volunteers
Use own cars to drive guest families to
and from the Day Center









Inter-Faith Hospitality Network:
Volunteer Opportunities
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The Day Center is located at 177 Front
Street in Souderton.
Families with children will have the
necessary car seats.
Times are about 7:30 AM and late PM.
Linen Laundering Volunteers
Once a week pick up bedding bundles at
each room, launder and return by late
afternoon.
With sufficient volunteers, only one
bundle to a volunteer.
Moving In and Out Volunteers
Needed to help set up cots on the first
day.
Needed to help take down and transport
cots to the next location at the end of the
month.
Child Care Volunteers
May be needed one evening per week
while adult guests attend counseling
meetings.
Children and teenagers are welcome
along with at least one adult volunteer.
Supply Volunteers
Needed to distribute or purchase the
necessary supplies.
Supplies may be placed on the Interfaith
Hospitality table located in the vestibule of
Ehrhart Hall during the months of July &
August.
INTER-FAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK
St. Stephen’s Host Church August 2017
Living Hope & St. Paul’s Buddy Churches
Volunteer Opportunities for Service
Name______________________________
Phone_____________________________
Email______________________________
I am interested in serving IHN in one or
more of the following areas.
Dinner
____Child Care
Overnight
Linen Laundering
Transportation ____Moving In & Out
Host Coordinator for:
August 1- 5
August 20-26
August 6-12
August 27-31
August 13-19
Return this form to the IHN Mailbox outside
the church office or drop in the offering
plate. For more information, contact
Sparkie Heckler (215-257-2350)
hecklerl@verizon.net.
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Our Church Family
MAY BIRTHDAYS
05/03
05/05
05/06
05/07
05/08
05/09
05/10
05/11
05/12
05/13
05/14
05/15
05/17
05/18
05/19
05/21
05/22
05/23
05/24
05/25
05/26
05/29
05/31

David Leister, Gregory Nyce
Lee Anne Kingsbauer
Zachary Alexander
Donna Hartzell
Marcia Mountenay
Nolan Wimmer
Gladys Kramer, Christopher Alexander
Natalie Argue, Peytan Rimmer
Aidan Spring
Heidi Rimmer
Sarah Force
Randy Snyder
Grace Graver, Jessica Bargione
Christy Knipe, Wyatt Lentz
Walter Hunsberger, Brian Taylor,
Martha Gulick, Alexander Wehrheim
William Hallman, Andrew Kapsak
Heather Nogami, Steven Argue
Ryan Cressman
Rebecca Trauger
Marie Wenhold, Geena Bosco
Wyatt Merl
Casey Phillips
Jason Seachrist
David Boone,
Brandon Godshall

Happy Birthday and
God’s Blessings

In Appreciation
To Pastor Jeff and the congregation of St. Stephen’s
Church,
I am so blessed to be surrounded by a congregation
of very caring and supportive friends. During my
illness, your words of encouragement, cards and
prayers have made my stay in the hospital and my
recovery at home very bearable.
Also, a big thank you to Pastor Jeff, whose visits
and prayers have encouraged a positive attitude to
my family and I. His prayers have reminded us of
the love of Jesus Christ and the positive effects it
has while sick and on the road to recovery.
Thank you and in the Love of Christ,
Scott Kingsbauer

IN THE COMMUNITY

Sun., May 14 Sat., May 20 –

HAPPENINGS IN THE PSEC

Pennsylvania Southeast Conference & UCC

Mon., May 29 –

The PSEC Spring Meeting will be held on
June 10-12 at West Chester University,
West Chester, PA

Sat., June 3 –
Sat., June 10 –
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Carousel Opens
Noon – 5:00 PM
Fire Co. Scrap Metal &
Appliance Collection at
Schoellers
Carousel Open
11:00AM – 5:00PM
Farmer’s Market Opens
9:00AM – Noon
Community Yard Sale
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KIDS STUFF:
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St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street
Perkasie PA 18944
Return Service Requested

Time Sensitive Materials
Mailed: April 27, 2017

Please visit our website at
www.thessperkasie.org
for the latest information from St.
Stephen’s UCC.
St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street, Perkasie, PA 18944
215-257-6460
www.thessperkasie.org
Facebook: Saint Stephens UCC, Perkasie PA
Instagram: StStephensucc
Twitter: @Stephensuccperk
Email: office@thessperkasie.org
Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo - Pastor
Email: pastor@thessperkasie.org
Drop In Office Hours: Tues. 1:00-2:00 pm
Wednesday 9 am to 11 am
Jean Dager – Director of Music
Patricia Kimbel – Office Administrator
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:15am – 2:15pm

Sunday – June 4
9:30am Worship/Communion
Strengthen the Church Offering
Graduation Sunday – June 4

