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On Sunday, January 8th we will be celebrating the Baptism of our Lord and our Gospel for that day
describes Jesus being baptized by John in the river Jordan. The baptism of Jesus is one of the few incidents in his life that is mentioned in all four Gospels and the practice of baptizing Christians is mentioned or implied in most of the other NT books as well.

To be baptized was to be in Christ, to be members of his body the church and thus to share a common
way of life. Our baptism signifies our union by faith with the mission and work of Jesus. Baptism is
not an insurance policy for salvation, but rather a commitment to a life-style that is radically different
from that of the world.
Have you ever considered your place and identity as a baptized person? For most people, including many church members,
the idea that identity is based on baptism is a new one. We have so many
ways of determining our identity -- in fact, each of us have many identities: gender, nationality, race, age, occupation, economic level, marital
and parental status; all of these give us identities. Our identity as baptized Christians, however, should encompass and transcend all the others yet it typically does not.
Baptism has traditionally been seen as the gateway to all other sacraJan 1 10:00am Morning Prayer
mental activity and brings us into membership in the church. That is
why the Episcopal Church recognizes baptisms performed in other
Jan 8 10:00am Holy Eucharist; Bishop presiding
Christian traditions and we invite all baptized Christians to receive comJan 15 8:30 and 10:00 am Morning Prayer
munion at our table. The waters of baptism cleanse our hearts, and open
9:30am Breakfast
our minds to a new way of understanding God. This ritualistic water
blessing has become the standard initiation rite for Christianity since
Jan 22 8:30 & 10:30 am Holy Eucharist
John the Baptist.
Baptism then and now calls us into a deeper relationship with God.
Jan 29 10:00am Holy Eucharist
We who are searching for the divine presence in our lives make a conscious choice to let go of our prior attitudes and actions that keep us
Tuesday Worship
distant from God. And as it was for Jesus, our baptism is not only for
Jan 10 10:30 am Holy Eucharist,
our personal transformation, but for the gathered community as well.
Hope Nursing Center
That is why at every baptism in our church the entire assembly is invited
to renew their baptismal promises. This shows that we are on a dual
Jan 24 10:30 am Holy Eucharist
journey – an individual as well as communal one. We can’t have one
Hope Nursing Center
without the other.
I was blessed to be on our diocesan pilgrimage to the Holy Land in
Wednesday Worship
November and we went to the Jordan River where our bishop led us in
the renewal of our baptismal vows. Most of us brought back water from
Jan 4 10:00 am Bible Study
the Jordan river to be used during worship whenever there is a baptism.
11:45 am Holy Eucharist
In fact, our bishop will be baptizing Linden Damien King on this particular Sunday and all of us will be invited to renew our baptismal vows
Jan 11 10am & 6:30pm Bible Study
once again. And like Jesus, our baptism calls each of us to live into a
11:45 am Holy Eucharist
fuller, deeper relationship with God. May the waters that were poured
over our heads so long ago, continue to cleanse, invigorate and draw us
Jan 18 10am & 6:30pm Bible Study
into an ever new understanding of ourselves as beloved children of God.
11:45 am Holy Eucharist
I would like to THANK YOU for choosing to live out your life as a
baptized Christian within the context of our St. John’s community!
Jan 25 10am & 6:30pm Bible Study
Blessings, Fr. Steve
11:45 am Holy Eucharist

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome
Sunday Services
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Don’t Miss the Bishop’s Visitation on January 8th!

On Sunday, January 8th, The Rt. Rev. Wendell Gibbs will be here to celebrate with us during our worship and he will discuss during coffee hour
some exciting things that are happening in our diocese. He will also attend
the vestry meeting after coffee hour. Please remember that we are only having one service that morning at 10:00 am. We are purchasing some food
for the reception, but if you would like to bring a dish to share it would be
greatly appreciated!

Right Reverend
Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr.

Please Share Your
Miracles With Us!

This feature highlights a St. John’s
parishioner sharing an experience of
a miracle in her/his life. We as Christians believe that God is active in the
world and through our lens of faith
we see miracles happen all the time.
Please consider sharing one of your
miracle stories with us! It may be a
simple, ordinary event or something
more involved, but it is meant to encourage all of us.

We’re Having an Epiphany
Party!

Come join us on Friday, January 6, 2017 at 6:00pm for prayer, a
potluck supper and a slide show of Fr. Steve’s pilgrimage to the Holy
Landwith more great photos like these! Please bring a dish to share
and feel free to invite family and friends. Hope to see you there!

Annual
Meeting:
Sunday,
January 29th!!
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Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, January 29th.
Once again we will only have one service on that morning at
10 am. (I promise this will be the last combined Sunday worship time for many months!) Immediately following, we will
have a potluck brunch and our meeting. In addition to hearing
a presentation from our treasurer, we will also be voting to
change the number of people on our vestry and electing delegates to our diocesan convention. Please plan on joining us
for this important gathering!

Angel Tree Update

We just completed another successful Advent Angel Tree gift collection. Once again we partnered with the Westland Goodfellows to provide presents for 14 needy children at the homeless shelter. Thanks to your generosity, we were able to spend approximately $80 - $100 per
child to make their Christmas a little brighter! Thank you to Angela Hamblin and Cindy
Fowler for coordinating this outreach ministry. We appreciate everyone who contributed and
helped to wrap the presents.

Our present wrapping Angels!
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Called to Common Mission: 15 years of Episcopal-Lutheran Partnership

By Richelle Thompson
Editor’s Note: On Jan. 6, 2001, after 30 years of dialogue, the Episcopal
Church and Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, while maintaining
their autonomy, agreed to come together to work for joint mission in the
world and to allow clergy to move freely between the two churches. This
week, ENS is running a “Called to Common Mission” series celebrating
15 years of Episcopal-Lutheran full communion.
Most of the time, the Rev. Miriam Schmidt doesn’t think about the differences in her union congregation of Episcopalians and Lutherans. Members of both denominations – and others in the small community of Big
Sky, Montana – work together for common cause, sharing worship, meals
and ministries. But there are some challenges, Schmidt concedes. Among
them: picking out beloved hymns – and with the same text and tune – for
both constituents.
All Saints is among about 65 worshiping communities across the country
engaged in Episcopal-Lutheran partnerships. These congregations and
campus ministries are living into Called to Common Mission, an agreement
between the Episcopal Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America to be in full communion, able to share clergy leadership and operate as blended congregations. Nearly all of the more than 20 people interviewed for a series of stories commemorating this year’s 15th
anniversary of Called to Common Mission lauded the benefits of working
together – from sharing resources, especially in small places, to being a
model for unity and collaboration. Merging congregations in Baltimore has
created a dynamic, vibrant ministry of “Lutherpalians” intent on serving
the neighborhood. A college chaplaincy program at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology is a place of sanctuary and community for students.
And in Alaska, a union congregation (they call themselves Lutepiscs) is
the only mainline Protestant presence for more than 200 miles.
All Saints in Big Sky is growing in numbers, said longtime member
Laura T. Sacchi, and more importantly the people are growing spiritually
as they learn about different traditions. They had to work together to figure
out how to compromise and sacrifice, “how to make everybody feel welcomed and included.” Those good habits have carried over and shaped a
church committed to hospitality and to welcoming the stranger and neigh-

FOOD PANTRY OPEN

January 12, 10am-Noon
*Please bring donations in by
Sunday, January 8

JANUARY EVENTS CALENDAR

Fri. Jan 6

Sun. Jan 8
Sun. Jan 22
Sun. Jan 29

Epiphany party & slide show
6 pm
Sundays:
Bishop Visitation and baptism
10 am service and Coffee Hour
Vestry Meeting at noon
Outreach meeting at noon
Annual Meeting (following
10 am service and potluck

Wednesdays:
Jan 4, 11, 18, 25 Sr. Exercise Class at 9:00 am

bor alike.
This sense of welcome is echoed at Epiphany Lutheran-Episcopal
Church in Alaska, where they don’t lock the doors. They want the building
to be open to any one, a stranger in need, another denomination in search
of a worship space, a visitor looking for a faith home.
Now that the agreement has been in place for 15 years, it’s probably time
to reevaluate and reinvent it, he said. The church has changed from what
it was then. As both denominations continue to decline in numbers – as
have most mainline traditions – it’s apparent that churchwide structures
need to change, he said.
“Maybe the purpose of the agreement was to get us where we need to
be in the coming years,” the Rev. Tom Ferguson, rector of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Sandwich, Massachusetts said. “Now is the time to live
into the incredible vision and freedom that the original agreement gave.
We should be asking the questions: What other ecumenical partnerships
can we pursue? What do we need to be doing our work together?”
Jesus came to establish the kingdom of heaven, not denominations, Ferguson said. “I’ve served in a Lutheran congregation, and I’ve served in an
Episcopal church, and I’ve preached the same gospel in both places. I’m
way more interested in the way to be a Christian and to find our common
ground.”
– Richelle Thompson is deputy director and managing editor of Forward
Movement. This article was edited due to space constraints. Read the complete article at http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/
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