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OUTREACH
Toiletry Ministry
We will soon be starting a Toiletry Ministry here at DCC. We will be handing the items out to
our community on the 1st Wednesday of each month, from 5:00-6:30. We will need folks to
walk people through to make their choices, and also need 1 or 2 folks to sit at a table to get
info. Also, of course, we need items to give away. (If needed, these donations will be
supplemented by outreach $.)
Suggestions:
-4 packs of toilet paper
-razors
-shampoo
-conditioner
-body wash/soap

-shaving cream
-lotion
-toothbrushes/toothpaste
-deodorant
-feminine products

We'll also have a miscellaneous table for items that we may get a little of like make-up,
chapstick, perfume, cologne, lipstick, pens, jewelry, nail polish, tissues, paper towels, hair
spray, etc. You may begin bringing items right away and we will start giving them out as soon
as the Fellowship Hall is usable. Place items in the labeled box on the table at the top of the
stairs.
We will be discontinuing the Chosen Easter Box Ministry.
Chosen
Meals will be served at Chosen on Wednesday and Thursday, May 9th and 10th. See Signup Sheets on the board.
Community Meals
We will prepare the May 25th Community Meal at the Presbyterian Church on Thursday,
May 24th.
Pentecost Special Offering
The Pentecost Special Day Offering will be received on May 20th and May 27th. Your gift to
the 2018 Pentecost Offering will help new churches grow in your own Region or Area, and it
will provide support to new church planters across the life of the Church through Hope
Partnership’s New Church Ministries.

Planting churches can help change the world
“Planting a church can make a huge and lasting impression in the community it serves,” says
Terrell L. McTyer, minister of New Church Strategies and church planter. “By empowering
the oppressed, praying for the disenfranchised,
caring for the poor and promoting hope in a
fragmented world, the church can literally help
change the world,” he adds.
Each year, half of the Pentecost Offering is
designated to the local Christian Disciples
Region/Area in an effort to start and sustain new
churches. The other half is used by Hope Partnership
to support the recruitment, assessment, training and coaching of new church leaders at
events like Leadership Academy.
Disciples are on course to starting 1,000 new churches by 2020.

EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP
Men’s Group News
The Men's Group had no meeting in April due to conflicts with the test prep program.
However the Men's Group will reconvene as usual on the second Tuesday of the monthwhich will be May 8th at 7:00 PM. This is your Men's Group and any and all men in the
congregation are encouraged and welcome to attend.
In May, we will start with prayer, discuss Camp Christian cleanup and any new topics such
as a suit collection for SELF. Next we will view Session 3 of White Flag with Andy Stanley
and discuss some of the questions at the end. Keep in mind this is a relaxed environment
and does not require deep theological processing, we are simply a group of guys having a
discussion.
The Men's Group is pleased to announce that two of the young men in our congregation,
Payton and Tanner will be going to Camp Christian this year. As we mentioned earlier we
were able to designate $300 towards scholarships to support our youth to be able to go to
Camp Christian for summer camp. We offer a challenge to any and all of our congregation to
donate any amount to our youth for this worthwhile cause.
The Men's Group also has plans to distribute cards locally around the church with the quote
“Don’t Take Out On God What Man Has Done” displayed in a design provided by Lynn on
one side and information about our church with the time of service as well as other
information including Bonnie’s name and other pertinent information on the other. We are
considering doing this possibly in June after a Saturday Brunch.
We hope that those that were not able to attend in the past will join us on May 8th, for an
evening of fun and fellowship.

Care Ministry
The Care Ministry Team wants to thank all those that attended the retreat presented at our
church on Saturday-April 28. The “Third Thirty-“Making Your Third Thirty A Great Thirty”
event was presented by a wonderful speaker named Chris Pomfret. Chris is an extremely
intelligent man who delivered this presentation on an incredibly important and serious topic
with humor and in a relaxed setting. That combination allows groups to feel comfortable
sharing individual experiences that sometimes we don't always feel like talking about.
The presentation is rooted to Chris's own experience of dealing with his parents as they were
going through their third 30 in England while he was living here in the US with one brother
who lived close to his parents which had its own set of dynamics. The “Third Thirty” is a
concept focused on how to age wisely, happily, respectfully and graciously, using our faith
spirituality. It outlines the God-given challenges that we face but often ignore. The Third
Thirty opens our minds and helps us generate the confidence we need to face and overcome
those challenges, whether we are a caregiver or someone approaching our own “Third
Thirty.”
We want to thank Chris the presenter for providing such a wonderful presentation that gave
us that opening to look at and start to work on some of the topics we discussed as well as
additional topics that we can use in the future, especially if we develop our own group at our
church as many other churches have done after hearing his presentation.
The care team would also like to thank those who attended and have shared how much they
enjoyed the retreat. The care ministry team would also like to thank Chick-fil-A which
donated quite a bit of our luncheon and allowed us to use financial resources in other areas.
For those that have not ever been to Chick-fil-A and for those that have been there in the
past we hope that you will continue to give Chick-fil-A your service. Not only did they help
support our retreat on Saturday, but the founder S Truett Cathy has ran the company since
the beginning with a policy of anyone buying the franchise has to agree not to open on
Sundays and there are very few companies like this around anymore.
For those of you who were unable to attend you may wish to talk to someone who did to
allow them to share some of the insights and growth that they received from this event.
Lastly, the care team wishes to thank Rev. Bonnie for always supporting ideas that she
believes are good for our congregation.
The Care Ministry would also like to recognize and thank Jeanie White and Kathy Baughman
for their time and effort in making Prayer Shawls for our Prayer Shawl Ministry. Thank You,
Thank You!!!!
Blessings!!!
The Care Ministry of Team.

WORSHIP
Easter and Maundy Thursday
Our Easter Celebration at Disciples this season was an inspiring time of blessings, renewal,
celebration, fellowship, and participation in Christ's Resurrection! He is Risen Indeed!

Graduation Sunday and Memorial Sunday
Graduation Sunday will be June 3rd. We already know Abby Williams is a graduate. Are
there any others? Let Bonnie know.
The only person we are honoring on Memorial Sunday is Athol Cox. The Worship
Committee has decided to delay our Memorial Sunday observance until July, when Terrie
Cox comes home.

Worship Leader Schedule
May

6
13
20
27

Dean Schmidt
Claudette Thomas
Cindy Williams
Terry White

777-3738
894-6140
680-5767
829-5690

June

3
10
17
24

Jana Mullins
Linda Ashbrook
Lynn Adams
Diane Kinner

288-0308
868-9393
313-4204
317-3474

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS
What a confusing Spring we have had in Southwest Ohio! Each day brings the possibility of
temperatures that are below freezing to highs in the 80’s. Many are eager to exit the cold,
dreary days of winter for the warm rays of summer. Unfortunately, as is true most years,
Spring has other plans in mind. As I mentioned in church on Sunday, David and I are
anxiously awaiting the time where our garden can grow and flourish without the threat of
harmful frost. We look forward to a time of enjoying the green space of our house with the
dogs, while doing the things we enjoy. Patience is not always easy, especially when you
have an itch for change to come along.
The need for change can overwhelm us to reach out to the latest and greatest quick fix only
to fall short of our goal. The truth is we must go deeper in our understanding of God and the
salvation we receive through Jesus Christ.
Stephen W. Smith writes in his book, Soul Shaping, “In our life journey, we reach places
where we crave transformation – not superficial change, but deep inner work that penetrates
the heart. That’s when the Potter beckons us to visit His house.” In this time of transition and
renewal, I encourage each of us to go deeper than just filling our lives with activities and
search out the places we can grow in our relationship with God. Find time to be in creation,
sink into scripture, and even get your hands dirty do the work of the Lord.
Rev. Bonnie L Goodwin

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
Congregational Meeting
The Nominating Committee and the Elders have been working hard to put together a slate of
officers/Elders for the 2018-2019 year. We will have a Congregational Meeting on June 3,
2018 after worship to vote on the slate of officers/Elders. (Note- the next Cabinet Meeting
will follow the Congregational Meeting.)
Bonnie’s Vacation
Bonnie will be out of town May 4-7. If you need pastoral care during this time, please contact
John Pendergest, Commissioned Minister or Kathy Baughman, Chair of Elders.

Trustee Notes
The Trustees had a busy April. We dealt with water problems in the basement, which
necessitated purchasing a new sump pump. We will also be replacing the steel door to the
basement as the current one is rusting. This will hopefully prevent water from getting in
again. Then we received a list of potential safety problems put together by Noah Goodwin
(who works for Risksource Clark-Theders). We’ve gone through much of that list. A few you
may notice:
-

Exterior lights are to be on at ALL exits during business hours – we’ve replaced the
light bulbs with LED lights, and are leaving them on.

-

The mailbox has been changed to a two sided one so no one needs to step into
the road to pick up the mail.

-

The outdated First Aid kits have been replaced. Large Kits are located in the
Kitchen and near the copier. Small kits are in the nursery and pastor’s office.

-

Child Safety protections (electrical outlet covers) are in the nursery.

-

The Fire Extinguisher in the Sanctuary has been moved to the left side – closer to
the sound equipment.

-

The door at the bottom of the stairs will now auto close.

-

The lights in the upstairs bathrooms are no longer connected to the hall light
switch. They will stay on even if the lights in the hall are turned off.

-

We’ve had several lights fixed (they needed to be rebuilt).

Please remember to not put things in front of the electrical panels in the Utility rooms, and to
unlock the basement gate if you are in the building (a key is in the upstairs utility room.)
Although not a safety issue, a hand towel has been added to the upstairs Ladies room. It
was brought to our attention that someone in a wheelchair would not be able to reach the
paper towel holder. This should solve the problem. The towel will be checked each Sunday
to see if it’s been used, and replaced with a clean one. Note: please don’t use this towel for
spills upstairs – there are plenty of old towels in the Utility room for this purpose (look on the
shelves, behind the door.)
A few items remain and are in progress. We’re looking at getting another stair rail so that a
rail will always be on the right side as you go down the stairs.
Church Work Day
A special THANK YOU to Linda Ashbrook, Jeannie White, John Baughman, Mike and Bev
Rosser, Terry and Jill White, Debbie Ittel, Jan and Todd Richards, Bonnie and David
Goodwin, John Pendergest and Diane Kinner for work done during the church workday on
April 21st. We got a lot accomplished!

April 2018 Financial Report
Simplified Report: It is anticipated that the Property portion of the budget will run over by
$2,000 - $2,500 due to repairs for the basement water issues and safety work being done.
An extra amount of this magnitude will likely bring us over our total budgeted amount, even if
other areas don’t spend their entire amounts.
Checking Account Balance at 4/30/2018: $14,031.91
Investment Account Balance (DCEF): $333,575.00
April Income (Offerings): $4,998.09 actual, $7,224.97 adjusted
April Expenses/Outreach: $ 20,572.46 actual, $8,137.35 adjusted
This is the third month that adjusted expenses have been higher than adjusted income. In
our budget, we anticipated that $5,422 would need to come from investments. These
numbers are an indication that we’re going to need to take that money out this year.
* Adjusted takes into consideration early offerings and the interest from investments in the budget
and pro-rates these throughout the year. It also uses normal expenses only. Insurance and
budgeted capital improvements are spread throughout the year. This provides a better month - to month picture of how we're doing than the actual numbers. Adjustments were made
to remove the costs associated with our recent wet basement problem (incl. new
sump pump) - $2,341.11, Building Permits - $828, 1st Pmt. for remodeling - $8,750,
Camp Fees - $820.

Fellowship Hall Remodeling
We FINALLY have a permit! The remodeling started on Monday, April 30th. During May,
they will be demolishing the existing walls, cutting holes in the floor and filling with concrete
to make the larger footers, then installing the steel columns and beams. We will still have
access to the kitchen, but be very careful, especially during that time when there are holes in
the floor. Those holes will need inspected before they can be filled, so they may be empty
for a few days. I should also note there will be a large dumpster in the parking lot for a few
weeks. It will NOT be there throughout the entire remodeling process.
The last hold up on the permit was due to the fire alarm system. The strobe light that is
currently in the Fellowship Hall was intended to be in a corridor, and was probably not strong
enough for the existing Fellowship Hall, let alone one with expanded space. In order to get a
Certificate of Occupancy at the end of the project, we will need to add additional strobe
lights. Eyewitness Alarm has already been called about this and will take care of it.
A Message from John Pendergest
Mother's Day is a celebration honoring the mother of the family, as well as motherhood,
maternal bonds, and the influence of mothers in society. Mothers come in many forms,
biological, adoptive, those that just take the place as a mother to those that don’t have that
person in their lives. It is celebrated on various days in many parts of the world, most
commonly in the months of March or May. This too is another day that we should celebrate
every day of the year and take time to tell our Mothers how much we appreciate them and
love them. In some religions they celebrate the Mother of Jesus in a ceremony known as

May Crowning and them offer a gift to their Mother along with the ceremony. Make this a
special day for your mom’s, appreciate them even if they drive you a little crazy, or as we
learned at the “Third Thirty” retreat that you may have been given the name of the Enforcer,
you only have them for a numbered days and you will come to a day that you wish you had
them here to drive you crazy. My mom has been gone from this earth for 30 years now and
there isn’t a day that goes by that I don’t think about her.
Happy Mother’s Day Mom, I love you!!! And Happy Mother’s Day to all the Moms of our
church!
Amen!!!
Blessings!
John Pendergest
Commissioned Minister/Pastor

BIRTHDAYS
May
Nancy Ayers
Will Bennett
Frankie Ittel
Claudette Thomas
Margaret Adamson

June
Lois Johnson
Terry White
David Goodwin
Dave Adamson
Cody Vangen
Payton Creech
Shirley Grathwohl

7
11
18
23
27

5
6
10
12
17
20
22

PRAYER REQUESTS
Debbie Ittel, Logan Gebhart, Kim Vangen, Cody Vangen, David Goodwin, Bonnie Goodwin,
Stacy (John Pendergest’s daughter), Vivi (Jill White’s Aunt), Larry Pigg, Jimmy (Betty Vangen’s
Grandson) Delores Bennett (Will Bennett’s Sister-in-law), Loretta Caudill, Dex Smith and Family,
Family and Friends of Fred (Richards’ Friend), Linda Campbell’s Father

MAY CALENDAR
6
8
9
10
13
14
20

10:45 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
10:45 a.m.
12:45 p.m.
10:45 a.m.

Worship
Men’s Meeting
Chosen
Chosen
Worship
Hamilton Clergy
Worship

21
24
27
29
30
30

12:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

District 12 Clergy
Community Meal Prep
Worship
Elders Meeting
Newsletter Deadline
Pastor Relations
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