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Selgon

10970 Fobie Yremendeous errlosi~n., wr 20 ~rartent (ulddiive
noved. Amno dumy, -ien kom, wvent. Lots of secondary expicnicns,
Heard todey thet evreuwation flent 1lyine off Vuneg Tou left cintion
erd vent wick to Fhilliprine I-l-oneér 4o revlenich sunrlicc.  That
vill leave all Anoricans wnccverec for 7-10 drys.

VA zdvancinsg everywhere. :zgcin. divicicne Ney We 8 33,0 of
sScigzon. 7Yension. Helicopter rzér set ur at varlous nzint-,

sany Ce1bis drily. PePenh fell 17¢h. ‘ieceived erergercy svrcuae
tion airersft ascigments. I have Ce47 A3-16147,

Jin Voyler shot up in VTB todry vicinity Phan Rung (ens-y rdrmnort)y
sut out mmy day. I ealled for helicopters, 2500, 2000, 1000 ft,

-~ dut landed UK at Yungz you, YCS5. KON V32 Capibou N11014., Tent

avirrming on perfect beach. (=130 & 7 jolly rreen H/L mnas:oed overe
head Con Son Ialsnd this mornin: at 10130 hazding lie.e Insniring
sirht and extremely good for morale. Indicates 7¢h flezt in mres,

Situation very tense; something imminent., [Pres. Thisu recismed.

iie Red nlert for 2 houryy atteck oxnected. Stove's
routaurant asked tn houne entire 40 man ICCS daleration. ICCS
ieleCe 8a8d attack cormins: in noxt heur (he showld Xnow). Nothing
harnened, tho.

Q e Reed Chase cans to 705 and =aid Gen, Glan {Cso. nshington
of N.Vietnam) nasnssinated and Chioom troaps intc F.¥. I ro,
the best of heat nossible news. ilot =aueh fun sleepring in towm

(1t one gan slean). Letter to be et alrnort, hut no heds,
Pilaster rate zorw fyon P1200 to U1 to PAOOC to $1 in rnst weel.
iminous sign. W¥Wnll to wnll shins off Vung Tau; 4 bi; cariviors
rlus cuoport shine; 7th fleet.

VA aymy wns to attnek at O600L this morning, but didn*4. “hat's
nice. Now hear it was pro~Chinecse HVA Gen. Truon: Chinh ~ho wng
shot and not Gen. Giap (chootin: lan. Gisp would iimve beern 1ikas
shooting Geo. washington in 1780). U.C, making rmeny helicopter
rads at airport. koving structurss, hulldozing buildines,
surfroins dirt ereas, outt trees and telocvhone joles, ate,

FX and Ston & Shop items at ¢ price or lesr. Mo rove Ue.'. beel
for ssle - acuelle tragedy! vspme for liquor ané wine.

Hear lete of bombing SW of town. }ave for severzl drys now,
iany 100°3 of SVi refugees zround :2in grte ot airyort this past
veeX. Compleie news dlackout on IVX on U.T. vyun Selgon FX 00,9
for last 6 days (ecensorship). Some getting 2 bit irri¥tle
letely. In additicn 4o net kn~win. whether or net we 2re ruing
to met out oi SVN safely, there's n constant threst of JAe?
“Strela® min-iles when flying and nev, unplotted AAA positions.
Reds now have 57 mm firecan rador position 260 dagress, 8 miles
from alrport. That's just great newsa, Prodadly others around

“~
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Saigon.emsy ost of us hove baen living out of zn sirline hand
weg for weeks now, All cther possessions sent away, given avay
or in one suitcaze at alryert., Atrocities at ihnom ienh -

rudlic beheadings, which glves us something more tc think about.

Tension Muilding. Lots of rumors. Thoughta cf TSN going up and
us being umadle to fly out. 200 police strung together at ian
ke Thuot and shot.

1820L, Had Reed Chase's car. Left 2irline uvag at 87 iiguyen
Dinh Chieu and took car back to airport. Got 100 yds, short of
g:to when hesrd 6§ exnlosions; 500/ bombs. 3 NVA in VIAF A37s

om noxrth. 3 Arericans in car ahead literally fell ocut onto
mround with panieky looks and cruwled eround %o rear door and
pulled out flak jackets. Drove up beside thexm and azkad what
was problen, tellizible answer. Asked again and ons shouted
"small arms fire". I didn®t hear any, nor did Capt. John Fonburg,
who was with me, ARVN guard rushed up and told us to beat 1t,
Superfluous instructions, I'd say. DCrove scross grass , down a
oneray street the wrong wny tnd headed for town. DBoth of us
asericusly doudted small arms report as 1t was very doubtful RVA
eould »e in thz2t section of town.

HKolfway 4n town treméaous traffic Jam. Lots of inbound carc
dodng 180s and hending bnck tc airport, which indicated 1. a traffie
encrl or 2, some terroriet metivity. Just prior to resehing heavy
traffic, heard pultiple exrlosions and sew 1008 of antiealrcraft

(37 and 40 mm) Sursts around 2 A37s. They missed. Ke traffle

am: not wishin: %o get stuck in that or tc encounter terrorists,

a4 fast 180 and drove back to 259, a ULAID billet housing adout
80 AA¥ pilots and supsrvisory personnel. 7 story building located
abhout one kilomstre from eirport.

Went uz on roof and noted many fires and much black smoXe at
airport. 24 hour curfew immediectely imposed, sac was stuek st
259, Real tright to lesave airline bag at 87, Nguyon Dinh Chieu
with passport, checkbook, monsy and other valuables. Ieurnd bed
wvith Capt. I'red Stikkel and another hellcoptaer captain. bet

Gen. D.T. Phuong.

7130 P.F. Tremendous explosion 10«15 miles N.iie Prolilly Long
Binh ammo duwp near 3ien Hoa. iielluva explosion - our 112 unit
apartment bullding moved. On roof could see many large necondary
explosinns on thi- cl .er night. All AAK personnel roucined at
noint they were caught at. Some ops persunnel and helicopter

and fixed wins pllots at airport. Telephoned Capt. Art Wilson
at 87, Nguyen D Chieu and asked him tc get my airllne bag.

He said “Don't worry, Freddie oo (he's an irreverent type), I
shall get your bag without fail”. In bed about midnighs.
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Awakened at 4300 A.X. (J.Cl) by nearby multiple heavy explosioms.
On roof saw Tan Son Khut under heavy artillery attack by 170 ma
esrmnon, 122 mm rccket and mortar fire. Many aircraft durning.
At that point we 211 figured that maybe we'd hove %0 walk and
swim to the 7th fleet. Intense fire continued from 0400 o 08%0
befors lstting up somewhat - just some what. AAM ramp area took
one hit that hndly dama 2 helicopters with minor daomsge to 3
nors., No fixed ¢ hits. Cps reluctant to launch halieogtcrl
for fear of draving fire - a head in aand (or some place aelse
attitude, as without the helicopter pilcts at 259 we wouldnot
operate. After sttack started, many VNAP airrlanes took off =
C130s, CA7s, C119 gunships, F=58, etc. Thought they were going
tc pound the reds but no such luck as they all scrarmed cut of
the ares end went to U«~tapao, Thailand. Greant support.

the powers-that-be finally deoided that they wculd launch a

helicopter and the first ons off came to 259 about 0830 and

picked 10 helicopter pllots off the roof and took them tc the

airport. Came right back and picked up 6§ more. On 3rd trip at

ggbs ;ight fixed wing pilots, luding myself, were taken to
rpore.

buch activity there nlus incoming artillery, rockets and cortars
in the immediate area adout every mimute or so., Many round
rersonnel in ops., Some nretiy shook uv. Certsin an.unt of hesle
tancy about 1aunch:31 fixed wing alrersft, bhut every explosion
outside further ¢ me that we hed worn eut our welcoxe in
Saigon. Welted around and, finally, =2hou%t 0930 we lzunched (A&7
£550 and CA? #088. Then every 10 mimutes or so enother AAL fixed
wing alrcraft took off. I finally rot the 0.%. to go at 10108.
Checked 2/c over very brisfly and was about tc get atoerd when
Art ¥ilson drove up and handed me my aivline bag. Extromely gliad
to ses that., 3Started engines and taxled over by owr hangar and
bvoarded 25 passengers very julickly. YWatched out cockpit window
and as lest one zot on, szw many refugeer climhing higzh csmant
wrall “ehind my alreraft. Forgot to mention that during the
mornin: some VIAF pilois stole & of our helicopters. Alsn, we
wore all ~rmed and surme operntions persommel hnd to stend off
some armed ARVN soldlers who tried to beard our ajrcraft.
rortunately, nc shooting took plaoe.

As Lapt. bkd Adons was about to boerd hls Ce46, an ANVH soldier
tried ¢to forecitly embtark. Ed stopped him and the guy sinrted to
swins an M6 around tc point at hin. The soldler got the gun
auvout h=lf way around when Ed knocked him on his ase (busting
his hand in the process) and disarmed him. Thot ended that.

e taxied out anxd, as we rounded our hsnper where ve csuld see the
toxivaye and military enc civilian ramps, a2 scene of utter desola-
tion confrented us « airplanas hurning, Homted out and hurnt out
airplenes nd helicopters, debris sverywherse. Christ, what a
sight! Immedintely saw that we prohably could get ¢c the rumway,
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A C=130 was buzning right noxt to the taxiway on one side with a
wrecked CH-52 twin rotor #/c on the other, which was the civilian
r&mp. .lather thzn taxi hetween the two, which would have forced wus
tc peey olose abozrd the dSurning C-130 which w=s goinz tc hlow up
romentarily, I went thr ush the civilian ramp aren paet the ~utted
terninnl p Ckin( oy way arvwnt bagrege, wrecked sutomobiles, bieyeles,
shell hole¢s, shrapnel = you name it - and reloined the tariwey
further on.

tiext, at thc eastw-vesty; north-south taxiway intersection, 2 foumd it
poriially blocked by a completely burnt out USAF C=130. fihsre was
JU.k room to get by the tail of this hulk and we made it and ~wung
sut on%o thz runway which, “y the grace of God, wasn't drrmged and
uithout further odoc took orf. Wiith the reds nll around t~wn, we
gained corme zltitude over the oity then herded for the onen sea amcut
25 niin2n avay to the scuthemst. The alrnort wre tgkin- n real
shellackiny »s we taxied cut an® took of? “ut they misced hizting

u-., Juess we've ween living right.

Ao 11 was provably all enemy territory, we 4idn'<® relax until we
weye well offshore, Then we took stoek of our situmtion. “e kmew
we oaly had 500 gallons of a3 so we oouldn't go %o our **iginnlly
nl.ruied destination of .iunei, some 700 milea southeant, Al~-

could not g2 to a srall alrstrip 125 miles south of Salan ;bere

we had uome emergency gas supplies stashed, sc our only ontion was
t5 heod for Theiland, gﬁ spite of knovwing Heforehand th-t the Thals
dim't wont any saigon airplanes londing in Thailand., “he Thails
cculdn't care less shout refugeen; their main coneern wes ond is not
offendin& the comrmnistis. 1l.ey have nsw very conveniently forgotten
25 years of Uose 28sistanc-.

then i left the ramp at Sel son, there were 2 (=463 and 2 Y/Bs still
there Lut they got alrborne shortly. TBe hembing attack the nlght
of the 28th stopped all refuellin:, 9o we ended up with L Ce47s, 2

. =65 and one VIB hecdin- for "friendly” territory in Thailand.

unly one C-47, #083, had full tenks ~nd he hesded for brunei. The
hellcupters c¢intinusd rlckinz up perscnnel around Snigon and forrying
therm to the alircraft carriers offshore the reat of the morning,
finully ceazing operations at €130 P.Fe Thrt ended AA' 's flicht
operations after some 25 years in Southeast Asla., “e lost some
airvlanes and much equipment tut, thank God, no one was los

in this final operation. g

<he uompang did o fantastic jod in the laet 23 decades snd we closed
it cut with a cle~n slate. Cn the debit side, pause and tiink that
the rede have forcibly tzken over two e"untrius in the last {3 days.
- Cambodla on April 17th znd South Vietnam on April 30th. Two hlaek:
dates for millicns of people and 2 rezl bHlot on our sacutcheon.
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Enroute to Thailmd we estadlished intership VHP communicatinns and
cneluded thet we would recelve a less hostile rece-ticn 2t the USAP
hece at U-tapac, come 75 miles S3E of Bangkok, S0 ve all londed there.

¥ith our short sunply of fuel a plu: wre thot tho s 2-ther waa

- beautiful « nlue nkies = 2l the way ernrcute. e in our Je47 flaﬁ

Jewn the coast of Vietnam a ways then, heczuse 2f our fusl 31ltustien,
tonk » daeep Yreath and at 8500 feet headed ccr-.us the eneny held
Galtn to the ocean on the other sidz, & di~tanes of alvout go miles,
nde thet leg uneveritfully, proceeded along about 15 miles ~ff the
south corgt of {-miodla then un th: Canbodian west ccost wnd con
inte Th2ilend and U-tapao. Didn't ficur~ any 72 Todirn firsuters
~oul? Hother us in internation:l wztera 2n?d ~ow none.

Londad at U=-tapac and recelved a werm welccre from the ULAF neracmnel,
"ne first ron 1 met 2t the fcot of the ladder won 3 eré»adt andi the
£irct thin~ he sald was that he had seen “oth me and 4y ¢ -1l:% many
tires in Udorn, Th:Wland in 1668 ané¢ why the hell 4ian't we ~top
aticking cur neck: out and rotire. Good t: cee z F=ienil: frea.

The Pirat thinz I saw after landine wacs half tihe Yiz2tn--g3e Ale
Parae, There adere 70 odd VNAF'wlane» parked ar-und the s.uth end
3% tha z2irport. I counted a fulli squadron (25) of [ -5 Tightars,

6 u-‘BOS. E Ce7A "Caribous”, 9 C=47s3, 197 Doulas AT [ighiter- :n..ers,

¢ »-T 9 transhorts, a2 c¢ouple uf =119 nunships ~lue o o tioring of
ar types., iiad mired emoticns upon szeein- the 7-5: . nd alg
e ked thara. K

In 211 we 1onded 4 AAL =473 and 1 VIB at U=tanao., vne C=-47 had a
corolate hydraulie failure shortly sfter takeaff =t 3ricon nrd
gfter n nueces~ful londing at U-tapsc, ran off o t%viwey an? int- a
daiteh, collavsin~ one mein cear in the vrecess ag well os to rling
off tho tailvheel and twistinz the iall structure. ¢ cne aurs,

* rtunztely.

'e 5%03¢@ around in the 100 de-ree heat for zhout § hrurs snd them
the . ase Commander, a full Colonel, advised u» that he nacded the
vann snace andé that we would 211 hove to ¢ L3 ”angtok. “hat

1ittle order radz my dny az my apartnent i3 in anstkok, ., we
£in2lly 12ft Uetnmoo at 10115 £.. . £nd arrivad at 11:00 .. .« in o
<angkoke. ~ L

11 in 21}, tict was quite a month, April was,

b





