VOLUME 76

FALL EDITION

OCTOBER 2016

Mount Cutler Park and Conservation Area.
The project is for acquisition of property to establish a new park with hiking, hunting, scenic views, forest
management, and preservation of natural areas. This also includes development projects to better accommodate
visitors.
The parcels that together would form the new park are currently in private ownership. The owners of lands where
hiking trails are established have allowed public access for as long as local memory can recall, but there is no
assurance that this access can be preserved if all of the land remains in private ownership. The owner of the
land being considered as a park is willing to sell, and is willing to donate much of the property value to
assure that public ownership is accomplished. The purpose of creating the park is to assure and that public
access continues and that the land is maintained for hiking trails, scenic views and other recreational uses.
Mt Cutler currently has about 5 miles of hiking trails that are described in the Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC)
Maine Mtn Guide and in other publications. Many of the trails are on the proposed park lands, but some extend
across neighboring properties where passage is allowed by consent of those owners. Part of the trail system
includes a section of established snow-mobile trail, and also uses a half mile of the Mountain Division rail
line. There are currently two trail heads. Access on the Hiram Hill Road will be improved, and this will become
the primary trail access. This trail system is well known and frequently used by visitors nearby and from far
away. On some weekends there are more than ten cars parking at the historic trail head between the tracks just
off Mountain View Avenue.
The project location is bounded by the Mountain Division Rail Line at Hiram village and by the Hiram Hill Road
to the north. With the three parcels combined for the proposed project, the park will have area of about 167
acres. The grant application requires having a trail system that does not depend on the cooperation of other
land owners, so some existing trails will be relocated and almost a mile of new trails will be developed. (See
the Proposed Trails Map.
Trails that extend beyond the Park property will still be used and maintained with the cooperation of those land
owners.
If the project is accomplished, the Town of Hiram will be the owner of the property and will make decisions
about uses, parking and forest management. The Francis Small Heritage Trust (FSHT, which owns property in
neighboring towns) will own a conservation easement and will be responsible for trail maintenance. Currently,
trail maintenance is by volunteers, including the Maine Chapter AMC and other groups. There are already
assurances that the volunteer work will continue. In addition, the Town will also own an easement for the
assured future use of trails through Merrill Park, which is owned by the Hiram Development Association, Inc.
(HDA also owns the village square park in East Hiram.)
The planned development will include new parking areas for the trail head on Hiram Hill Road, development of a
second trail head from that road, and improved signage for the entire park. The owner of the available parcels,
Dan Hester, has contracted to have a boundary survey accomplished, and is including work to have trails and
other features also located on the survey. A new appraisal has not been accomplished, but is being contracted at
this time. Dan Hester has suggested about $280,000 total for acquisitions and development, with about $50,000 of
that cost for planning and development work and for conservation easements. Cost to the Town will be less than
$10,000 and may actually be zero, depending on costs of the application process.
The Town anticipates an increase in economic development for Hiram village, with more visitors arriving to use
the improved trail system. More use should also develop if this project can be accomplished in cooperation with
Saco River recreational use, Hiram Historical Society facilities, future development of the Mountain Division
Rails & Trails and the Pequawket Trail Scenic Byway.

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
OCTOBER 27TH, 2016
AT THE
HIRAM TOWN OFFICE
7:30 P.M.
To vote on articles pertaining to the
1. Mt. Cutler park and conservation area proposal and
grant
Specific written articles are available at the town office for
review and will be posted at the town office, library and
post office for the public to review.
any questions, feel free to contact the Selectboard at:
Joyce Siracuse – 625-3604
Harold Gillman – 625-7381 or Jamie Marshall at 625-5128
or Dan Hester at 625-4043

NOVEMBER
ELECTION
TUESDAY
NOV. 8TH, 2016
POLLS OPEN
8 A.M. – 8 P.M.
Voting is at the town office.
IF YOU NEED TO REGISTER TO VOTE, PLEASE BRING A VALID
PHOTO ID AND SOMETHING THAT SHOWS YOUR PHYSCIAL
ADDRESS HERE IN HIRAM IF NOT SHOWN ON YOUR ID
ABSENTEE BALLOTS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE UNTIL
NOVEMBER 3RD, 2016
PLEASE GO THE FOLLOWING WEBSITE FOR DETAILED
INFORMATION REGARDING BALLOT CONTENT
http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/upcoming/index.html

HIRAM TOWN OFFICE
HOURS
MONDAY – THURSDAY – 9 A.M. – 3 P.M.
THURSDAY EVENINGS – 6 P.M. – 7:30 P.M.
FRIDAYS – 9 A.M. – NOON
SELECTBOARD MEETS EVERY THURS. EVENING
7:00 PM (UNLESS IT IS A HOLIDAY)
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE www.townofhiram.org

2017
Dog Licenses
Will be available
When Drake was little!!
Mid-October
Bring current rabies & neutering
certificate with you if it is a new dog or
updated rabies

STOLEN
10-3-16 Sometime overnight, somebody stole the gate off the Rankin lot
in the Hiram Village Cemetery. This is a 150 year old family plot along the
sidewalk on Main St in Hiram. In 2009, the fence was taken apart,
straightened back up, and painted. It is black cast, a large green tree, two
white lambs laying under it, Joseph Rankin on the top. Please be on the
lookout so it will hopefully be found and returned. If you have any
information, contact the town office at 625-4663. Or you may leave an
anonymous tip through the Oxford County Sheriff’s office at
1-800-733-1421.
There is a $500 reward for any valid information

INSTALLATION OF THE OLD HIRAM
ROAD GRADER

TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT THE
HOLIDAYS
Every year, I collect donations at the office for Thanksgiving Baskets and the Christmas Giving Tree for
residents of Hiram. You have always been very generous and I have been able to give out 10-15
Thanksgiving Baskets every year to residents of Hiram that have had a tough year or recent family
tragedy. At Christmas we can usually do between 12-17 families. That is what makes this program different
than others. Our Thanksgiving Baskets are huge with a large turkey, potatoes, at least 6 cans of
vegetables, 2 pies, gravy, rolls, napkins, candy, juice, gravy, cranberry sauce, stuffing, the works for a large
turkey dinner. For Christmas, everyone in the household gets gifts, it may not be much but it is something
to say Santa was thinking about you. We usually fill at least one and sometimes up to 3 contractor bags of
gifts for the family from the Secret Santa’s Helpers. All donations are spent on Thanksgiving and
Christmas for Hiram residents only.
I am asking for your help again, for Thanksgiving it is easier to give a monetary donation so that we can
purchase what is needed to complete the boxes.
For Christmas – Santa’s Helpers will accept any new clothes, games, teen items, mens items, kitchen
gadgets, mom items, and of course monetary donations so that we may have Santa’s helpers go and
purchase what is needed to fill in.
Please make any checks out to the Town of Hiram and mail to 25 Allard Circle, Hiram ME 04041 and
note on the check that it is for the holiday donations. If you wish to have a receipt so to claim on your
taxes as a donation, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope.
If you know of a family or person that could use a little cheering up over these coming holidays, let me
know. This is not just for the less fortunate, it may be someone that has just lost their job, lost a loved
one, been ill or just “down in the dumps”. A wish list is also available at the town office for families for
Christmas. Please only request from one organization, we do all work together, so if you have already

applied to one, we may combine our resources so that you may only receive from one organization.

Thank you so very much
Your donations are deeply
Appreciated!!
Terry

If you would like to give some of your time during the holiday season and
be a Santa’s helper call Terry at the office, 625-4663.

2017

TRI-TOWN WASTE
FACILITY
SERVING TOWNS OF BALDWIN, HIRAM
& PORTER

Hunting & Fishing
Licenses will be
Available at the town
office in December.
It helps if you know the
persons MOSES ID
number which is
located on the license.

OPEN –
Tues, weds, & Fridays 10 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Saturdays – 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sundays 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Closed – Mondays & Thursday
Check with the attendants prior
to disposal of any metals,
demolition debris, Freon items,
paint, and/or electronic waste.

Town office
Calendar
Oct 17th – Tri-Town Waste board meeting 7 pm at town office
Oct 27th – Special Town Meeting – Mt. Cutler Grant project
Nov. 8th – Election – office will be open regular hours – polls open 8 a.m. –
8 p.m.
th
Nov. 11 – Veterans Day – office closed
Nov. 21st – Tri-Town Waste Board meeting – 7 p.m.
Nov. 24th & 25th – Thanksgiving Holiday – closed
Dec. 19th – Tri-Town Waste Board meeting – 7 p.m.
Dec. 23rd & 26th – Christmas Holiday - closed

STANLEY POND
DAM REPAIRS
An informational public meeting was held at the town office on September 22, 2016 to
inform those interested of the proposed repairs needed to the Stanley Pond Dam. 20+
people were present at the meeting and expressed their excitement that the dam was going
to be repaired. Many stated that they had never seen the pond so low and felt that the dam
leaking contributed to the low water level. It has been an extremely dry summer as well and
we are now in a drought so that has not helped the level of any body or source of water in
Southern Maine. At the time of the meeting we had only received one proposal but the very
next morning another company was going to go look at the project. Several contractors had
been asked but only a few are state certified to do this type of work and only two agreed to
give quotes for the project. After receiving the quotes and talking with each company, the
Selectboard chose to go with Bancroft Industries out of So. Paris. They are very well
experienced, certified and insured and will do the job for $7,200. They will be repairing the
dam the week of October 17th, 2016 and stated that it should only take about a week. They
will be using the existing structure as their coffer dam and placing a new dam approximately
2 feet closer towards the road with new planks and repairing the concrete as well. If anyone
has any questions, feel free to contact the town office at 625-4663. We hope this will secure
the dam for many years to come.

SOLDIERS MEMORIAL LIBRARY NEWS
Our Maine Author Summer Series was a huge success, and we were pleased to share several with the Hiram Historical
Society while they underwent renovations.

On July 9th the first program featured Deborah Gould, author of The Eastern: The Early
Years. A fascinating historical novel, it is based in the early 1800s when five families
that settle on Pittston's Eastern River build a strong agricultural community through
the New England values of cooperation and give and take.

Deborah Gould

On August 20th New Sharon's Dawn Brown of “Second Chance Wildlife, Inc.”,
delighted and educated us with slides of the young bears she has rescued
and rehabilitated for return to the wild. Dawn's knowledge of bear habits
and needs is impressive, and it was clear she is dedicated to her cause.
Dawn Brown

September 24th brought Bruce R. Coffin, retired Portland detective sergeant. As such he investigated all of
Portland's violent crime and homicide investigations, and has now written a novel, Among the Shadows, based upon
those experiences
Bruce Coffin signing
autographs

On October 8th, the Hiram Historical Society sponsored a program held at the Library , We welcomed local author
Carolyn Chute. Well-known for her colorful characters in The Beans of Egypt, Maine and six plus books and stories,
she graciously responded to questions and shared her love for writing.

Carolyn Chute

The Friends of Soldiers Memorial Library (FoSML) have been very busy with their fundraising activities, In March
they catered the annual Hiram Town Meeting, next in April their culinary skills were enjoyed by attendees at the
Denmark SheepFest, and over three days in June they fed hungry participants at the Denmark FiberArts festival.
The Library is very grateful for their hard work and dedication.

The M.S.A.D. #55 Adult and Community Education courses offered at the Library were enjoyed by several.
Included was a beginners' ukulele class where participants learned some of the basics of tuning, chords and even a
few familiar songs.

The monthly Book Discussion Group covered such titles as “To Kill a Mockingbird”, “Murder on High”, “The Wright
Brothers”, “Songs of Willow Frost”, “Boys in a Boat”, “The Invention of Wings”,”Caleb's Crossing”, and “The Lifechanging Magic of Tidying Up”. This last title was the theme upon which Dianne Sinclair held a workshop on August
24th. Her suggestions for simplifying were eye-opening and inspiring.

We have had several local artists willing to share their work in the Library “gallery.” Included were Mary
Cobb's scenic watercolors, Paul Deschaine's nature acrylics on leather, Hazel Hester's (Dan Hester's mother) local
scenes, Bernadette Monette's modern art, and Irene Spaulding's landscape oils. This is a wonderful feature for
the Library, and we welcome anyone who would like to have their art work displayed as well.

Susan Moulton retired this spring as a Trustee after more than twenty-five years. We honored her
outstanding dedication with a luncheon at Phat Boys restaurant. An album filled with pictures of her Library
activities was a hit!

Thank – You
Sue
For your many years of
Dedicated service
To the townspeople and
Soldiers Memorial Library

BOBBIN MILL ROAD
HAS A NEW LOOK
An d NEW LOCATION
We h a d t h e b r id ge in sp e ct e d b y e n gin e e r s a n d MDOT a n d t h e ir a d v ice w a s t o n o t t r a v e l
o v e r it a t a ll so a t t h a t p o in t w e a sk e d co n t r a ct o r s fo r q u o t e s t o r e p a ir , r e p la ce , o r
r e p o sit io n t h e e xist in g r o a d a w a y fr o m t h e b r id ge . Th e q u o t e s co m e in so t h a t is w a s n o t
fe a sib le t o r e p a ir o r r e p la ce t h e b r id ge b u t t o m o v e t h e r o a d . Th is w o u ld m a k e it m u ch
sa fe r fo r t h e r e sid e n t s t h a t d e p e n d o n t h a t r o a d a n d fo r d e liv e r y t r u ck s, p lo w t r u ck s, a n d
a n y e m e r ge n cy v e h icle s. Th e b r id ge w ill st ill b e p r e se n t b u t w ill b e b lo ck e d o ff w it h je r se y
b a r r ie r s so t h a t n o ve h icu la r t r a ffic o r r e cr e a t io n a l v e h icle s ca n go o n it . On ly fo o t t r a ffic
w ill b e a llo w e d o n t h e b r id ge . Th a n k -y o u W.L. St u r ge o n In c. o f Co r n ish ME fo r a gr e a t jo b
a n d fo r p r e se r v in g wh a t y o u co u ld o f t h e Sa w m ill p a r k .

News from the Community Center.

The Community Club has spent this summer trying to get the Center secured on the outside before
winter. Thanks to the Gibson Grant, we have been able to replace the sewage pump in the basement,
buy a dehumidifier to eliminate moisture causing white mold, replace deteriorated wiring on the outside
entrance, and remove vinyl on East side of building that needs replacing. We have two contractors who
will give estimates on replacing the vinyl and putting steel on the back entrance roof. Also, on the rear
exit from the basement we need to replace siding on one side, re-shingle the roof, install flashing
between the exit and main building, and replace the door.
Thanks to Paul Deschesne, the basement walls have all been scrubbed with bleach water, along with
the ceiling in the large room. Priscilla Howard has made several trips to the dump, cleaning out the
storage room. The cabinet on the stage in the upstairs hall has been removed to make more room for
performers at Open Mic Night and the walls surrounding the stage have a coat of fresh paint.
Speaking of Open Mic, Katherine Rhoda and David Wallace- Lawrence have done a fantastic job of
emceeing the occasions, as well as performing some themselves! We had a banner crowd at the
September one with 13 performers and still have October and November left to go. The HHS donated a
piano to the Center.

Katherine and David helped with the piano tuning and it has been a great addition to Open Mic Night.

Roast Beef suppers have been a big hit, averaging 85 a night. The
last one for this year is Nov. 5th and will return the first Sat. in May.

The Center has hosted three HHS meetings while the Museum was being renovated and also a
wedding reception. We are always looking for more volunteers and ideas.

We meet once a month on Thursday from 7 - 8pm. Meetings are announced on
Hiram Community Center’s Facebook page, as well as activities going on.

On

on the grounds of
Hiram Works, 22 Hampshire Street, Hiram
(former Tom Hammond & Sons Lumber Mill).

There will be artisans, craftspeople, woodworkers, demonstrations, good local
food and fun for all! Ongoing woodworking and woods-working demonstrations
(Suggested donation is $10 at the gate.)
Also
on the day is the Wood Innovators Conference to bring together industry specialists,
innovators, foresters, landowners, and builders to share knowledge on innovative practices in
the industry, such as new developments in the construction of tall buildings made of crosslaminated timber and the prospects for Maine. Presentations include Cross laminated timber
manufacture, Green-certified biomass and district heating, story of the wood pellet mill in
Baldwin, Wood insulation - how wood fiber can be used in form insulation, wood fiber cloth,
non-toxic particleboard and liquid wood-based fuels, and a Forestry Demonstration in the
woodlot.
Starting at 9 am

FMI Lee Burnett 207-324-1596 forestworksme@gmail.com or Henry Banks 207890-2124 hbwoodco@gmail.com
Also more information on Tear Cap Workshops at tearcapworkshops.com

NOTCH ROAD
REPLACEMENT CULVERT
In the spring of 2016, it was discussed by the Selectboard and the road commissioner of the need to
replace the large culvert on Notch Road by the Zelman farm. The culvert was too short and created
a dangerous situation if ever anyone had to pull over to the side of the road or if the plow truck ever
went off the end of the culvert. Therefore, several contractors were contacted to give a price on the
replacement of this culvert with a longer one. W. L. Sturgeon, Inc. was awarded the job and was
completed in August 2016. Great job W. L. Sturgeon, Inc.. and Greg Sawyer road commissioner.
Before culvert was replaced

After culvert was installed

BE PREPARED

CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT NOW
THEY ARE ONLY IN THOSE LOCATIONS ANOTHER
COUPLE WEEKS. THEN YOU WILL HAVE TO GO TO
SOUTH PARIS FOR THE APPOINTMENTS.
207-743-7716
PLOW CONTRACTORS
FOR
2016/17 WINTER SEASON
2.

REMINDER:
1.
KEEP PARKED VEHICLES OUT OF TOWN WAYS
DO NOT SHOVEL OR SNOWBLOW SNOW INTO TOWN WAYS

SOUTH END – GREG SAWYER
256-2854
RESPONSIBLE FOR 22.82 MILES:
BEN GILPATRICK RD
BROWNFIELD RD
TRIPPTOWN RD
DERBY BARN ROAD
NEW SETTLEMENT RD
PILGRIM DR
GERRISH ROAD
NOTCH ROAD
LEAVITTS LANE
GOULD FARM RD
PEAKED MTN. PASS
DR. TEG RD
BOBBIN MILL RD
PLAINS RD
ALLARD CIRCLE
DURGINTOWN ROAD
SOUTH HIRAM ROAD
GARDEN DRIVE

NORTH END – STEVE SAWYER
376-5126
RESPONSIBLE FOR 23.5 MILES:
HIRAM HILL RD
FOSS ROAD
RICHARSON RD
KING ST
RIVER ROAD
AARON DRIVE
DOUGLASS ROAD
MT. VIEW AVE
MAPLE ST
SHOTGUN GULCH
HANCOCK AVE
BULLRING RD
WARDS HILL
DEARBORN RD
BUTTERFIELD LANE
SCRIBNER MILL RD
HAMPSHIRE ST
SEBAGO RD
TEAR CAP
SARGENT RD
SCHOOLHOUSE RD
TRUE LANE
HISTORICAL RIDGE

