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Mount Cutler Park and Conservation Area.

The project is for acquisition of property to establish a new park with hiking, hunting, scenic views, forest

management, and preser vation of natural areas. This also includes d evelopment projects to better accommodate
visitors.

The parcels that tog ether would form the new park are currently in pri vate ownership. The owners of lands where
hiking trails are establish ed have allowed public access for as lon g as local memory can recall, but there is no
assu rance that this access can be preserved if all of the land remains in private ownership. The owner of the
land being considered as a park is willing to sell, and is w illing to donate much of the propert y value to
assure that public ownership is accomplished. The purpose of creating the park is to assure and that public
access continues and that the land is maintained for hiking trails, scenic views and other recreation al uses.

Mt Cutler currently has about 5 miles of hiking trails that are describe d in the Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC)
Maine Mtn Guide and in other publications. Many of the tr ails are on the proposed park lands, but some extend
across neighboring pro perties where passage i s allowed by consent of those owners. Part of the trail system

includes a section of established snow - mobile trail, and also uses a half mile of the Mountain Division rail

line. There are currently two tra il heads. Access on the Hira m Hill Road will be improved, and this will become

the primary trail acce ss. This trail system is well known and frequently used by visitors nearby and from far

away. On some weekends there are more than ten cars parking at the historic trail head between the tracks just

off Mountain View Avenue.

The project location is bounded by the Mountain Division Rail Lin e at Hiram village and by the Hiram Hill Road
to the north. With the three parcels combined for the proposed project, the park will have area of ab out 167
acres. The grant application requires having a trail system that does not depend on the cooperation of other

land owners, so some existing trails will be relocated and almost a mile of new trails will be developed. (See

the Proposed Trails Map.

Tr ails that extend beyond the Park property will still be used and maintained with the cooperation of those land

owners.
If the project is accomplished, the Town of Hiram will be the owner of the property and will make decisions
about uses, parking and for est management. The Franci s Small Heritage Trust (FSHT, which owns property in
neighboring towns) will own a cons ervation easement and will be responsible for trail maintenance. Currently,

trail maintenance is by vo lunteers, including the Maine Chapter AMC  and other groups. There are already
assurances that the volunteer work will contin ue. In addition, the Town will also own an easement for the

assured future use of trails through Merrill Park, which is owned by the Hiram Development Association, In c.
(HDA also owns the village square park in East Hiram.)

The planned development will include new parking areas for the trail head on Hiram Hill Road, development of a
second trail head from that road, and improved signage for the entire park. The owner of the available parcels,

Dan Hester, has contracted to have a boundary sur vey accomplished, and is including work to have trails and

other feature s also located on the survey. A new appraisal has not been accomplished, but is being contracted at
this time. Dan Hester has  suggested about $280,000 total for acquisitions and development, with about $50,000 of

that cost for planning and development work and for conservation easements. Cost to the Town will be less than
$10,000 and may actually be zero, depending on costs of the application process.

The Town anticipates an increase in economic development for Hiram village, with more visitors arriving to use

the improved trail system. More use should also develop if this project can be accomplished in cooperation wi th
Saco River recreational use, Hiram Historical Society facilities, future development of the Mountain Division

Rails & Trails and the Pequawket Trail Scenic Byway.




SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
OCTOBER 27 2016
AT THE
HIRM TOWN OFFICE
7:30 P.M.
To vote on articles pertaining to the
1. Mt. Cutler park and conservation area proposal an
grant
Specific written articles are available at the town office
review and will be pdsed at the town office, library and
post officefor the public to review.
any guestions, feel fretp contact the 8lectboard at:
Joyce Siracuse625-3604
Harold Gillmarg 6257381 or Jamie Marshall at 62328
or Dan Hesteat 6254043




NOVEMBER

ELECTION . EVERY N
VOTE woVi %% VOTE

POLLS OPEN |
8 AAM. E8P.M.
Voting Is at the town office.

IF YOU NEED TO REGISTER TO VOTE , PLEASE BRING A VALID
PHOTO ID AND SOMETHING THAT SHOWS YOUR PHYSCIAL
ADDRESS HERE IN HIRAM IF NOT SHOWN ON YOUR | D

ABSENTEE BALLOTS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE UNTIL
NOVEMBER 3 RP, 2016

PLEASE GO THE FOLLOWING WEBSITE FOR DETAILED

INFORMATION REGARDING BALLOT CONTENT
http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/upcoming/index.html
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HIRAM TOWN OFFICE
s HOURS
MONDAY 1 THURSDAY 1T 9AM. T 3P.M.
THURSDAY EVENINGS 1T 6 P.M. T 7:30 P.M.
FRIDAYS T 9 AM. i NOON
SELECTBOARD MEETS EVERY THURS. EVENING
7:00 PM (UNLESS IT IS A HOLIDAY)

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE www.townofhiram.org



http://www.townofhiram.org/

2017
Dog Licenses
Will be available AL . g
Mid - October e et ves TS
Bring current rabies & neutering
certificate with you if it is a new dog or
updated rabies

STOLEN

10-3-16 Sometime overnighgomebodystole the gate off the Rankin lo
in the Hiam Village Cemetery. This is a 150 year old family plot along
sidewalk on Main St in Hiram. In 2009, the fence was taken apart
straightened back up, and painted. It is black cast, a large green tree
white lambs laying under it, Joseph Rankin lo@ tiop. Please be on the
lookout so it will hopefully be found and returnelflyou have any
information, contacthe town office at 6254663.0r you may leave an
Fy2yeéyzdza (AL GKNRJdzZAK (GKS hE
1-800-733-1421
There is a $50feward for any valid information




INSTALLATION OF THE OLD HIRAM
ROAD GRADER
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TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT THE

ﬁﬁ HOLIDAYS

Every year, | collect donations at the office for Thanksgiving Baskets and the Christmas Giving Tree for
residents of Hiram. You have always been very generous and | have been able to give out 10 -15
Thanksgiving Baskets every year to residents of Hiram that have had a tough year or recent family
tragedy. At Christmas we can usually do between 12 -17 families. That is what makes this program different
than others. Our Thanksgiving Baskets are huge with a large turkey, potatoes, at least 6 cans of
vegetables, 2 pies, gravy, rolls, napkins, candy, juice, gravy, cranberry sauce, stuffing, the works for a large
turk ey dinner. For Christmas, everyone in the household gets gifts, it may not be much but it is something
to say Santa was thinking about you. We usually fill at least one and sometimes up to 3 contractor bags of
gifts for the family f elpemAldomtiosare spent on Shanksgigidg end H
Christmas for Hiram residents only.
| am asking for your help again, for Thanksgiving it is easier to give a monetary donation so that we can
purchase what is needed to complete the boxes.
For Christmas 6Sant ads Hel per snewcldthes, games, éepntitens,rmens items, kitchen

gadget s, mom items, and of course monetary donat.i
purchase what is needed to fill in.
Please make any checks out to the Town of Hiram and mail to 25 Allard Circle, Hiram ME 04041 and

note on the check that it is for the holiday donations. If you wish to have a receipt so to claim on your
taxes as a donation, please include a self -addressed stamped envelope.
If you know of a fam ily or person that could use a little cheering up over these coming holidays, let me
know. This is not just for the less fortunate, it may be someone that has just lost their job, lost a loved
one, been ill or just o0down avaiable gt the tavo offipesfay familes fori s h
Christmas . Please only request from one organization, we do all work together, so if you have already
applied to one, we may combine our resources so that you may only receive from one organization.

Thank you so very much
Your donations are deeply

m Appreciated!!

Terry

If you would like to glve some of your time during the holiday season
0S | {lyidl Qa KSf LISNH4EDE3tf ¢S




Hunting & Fishing
Licenses will be
Av ailable at the town
office in December.

It helps if you know the
persons MOSES ID
number which is

located on the license.

TRI - TOWN WASTE

FACILITY
SERVING TOWNS OF BALDWIN,  HIRAM
& PORTER

OPEN |,

Tues, weds, & Fridays 10 a.m. - 3p.m.

Saturdays , 9am. |, 4p.m.
Sundays 9 a.m. , 4p.m.
Closed , Mondays & Thursday

Check with the attendants prior
to disposal of any metals,
demolition debris, Freon items,
paint, and/or electro nic waste.

Town office

Oct 17t T Tri -Town Waste boar

Oct 27 th T Special Town Meeting

Calendar

d meeting 7 pm at town office
i Mt. Cutler Grant project

Nov. 8 " T Election 1 office will be open regular hours i polls open 8 a.m.

8 p.m.

Nov. 11 th | Veterans Day 1 office closed
Nov. 21 sti Tri -Town Waste Board meeti
Nov. 24 th & 25 ™ | Thanksgiving Holiday

ng i1 7p.m.
I closed

Dec. 19™ 1 Tri -Town Waste Board meeting T 7p.m.

Dec. 23 & 26 t T Christmas Holiday

- closed




