LIVING FAITH
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
February 6, 2022
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
Lk 5:1-11
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear
the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and
were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a
little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.’ Simon answered,
‘Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.’
When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signalled
to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they
began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for
I am a sinful man!’ For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and
so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon,
‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.’ When they had brought their boats to shore, they
left everything and followed him.

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL
In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives Simon and his fishing crew a new vocation, to “catch” people: in other words,
to become heralds of the Gospel, and win over the hearts and minds of others to the Good News of salvation,
Jesus the Christ.
We here in Newfoundland & Labrador have a heritage of knowing the stories of a rich cod fishery that for
generations yielded catches to the brim. As a Catholic community, we know of the stories of the past when our
churches were also filled to the brim, bursting at the seams on Sundays, Christmas & Easter, parish missions
etc. In 1992, the cod moratorium was imposed, forever changing the economic and cultural landscape of
Newfoundland & Labrador. Similarly, the numbers of those attending Church and practicing their faith have
also been declining for several generations for a multitude of reasons.
We mourn this and wonder what can be done to reverse this trend in our faith! As we hear this Gospel today
which reminds us that the Church exists to call people to Christ, we ask how we can do this better? Perhaps
the story of the demise of the cod fishery as we knew it can help here. With the collapse of the fishery, we
came to understand that the fishery is a finite resource. It demands a deeper understanding of Its delicate
place within the ocean ecosystem if it is to be sustainable. In the decades since 1992, we have learned that
we are not masters of a world that is there for our taking. We are partners with the natural world, and must
hold a deep reverence for the earth and understand our place in it is one of cooperation with all living things.
As a faith community we have come to understand that our hubris of the past has led to terrible abuses of
people. This calls us to justice and contrition, and to see that going forward we must be more about healing,
and righting the harmful behaviours of the past. This requires us to walk, with respect, the delicate balance
between proclaiming the truths of our faith and also being humble in our engagement with others.
To be ‘catchers’ of people today is to set out with the Gospel in hand and heart in a way that listens to people,
seeks to understand them, respecting the dignity of others. Instead of catching people, we might do well to
seek inspiration from the humble and loving ‘catch and release’ method. By that I mean, we engage with
people, treat them well, be humble, articulate what we believe by word and deed and understand that some
may stay with us, some may go on. We entrust all our efforts to the love and care of God made flesh, Jesus
the Christ, the fisher extraordinaire.
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TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS
•
•

How and where do people hear the call of Jesus today?
How have you heard the call of Jesus?

sermons4kids.com
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Subscribe to our weekly Catechetical resource. E-mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org
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WORLD DAY OF THE SICK
FEBRUARY 11
Pope St. John Paul II initiated World Day of the Sick in 1992 to
encourage people to pray for those who suffer from illness, as well
as for their caregivers. The Pope himself had been diagnosed with
Parkinson’s a year before, in 1991, and it is thought that his own
illness was impetus for his designation of the day.
World Day of the Sick was first observed on February 11, 1993.

OUR LADY OF LOURDES
FEBRUARY 11
February 11 is also the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes,
which a name is given to the Virgin Mary in honour of
her appearances in and around Lourdes, France, to a
young girl called Bernadette Soubirous in 1858. On
the site where the Blessed Virgin appeared, a spring
of water began to flow, and many have been cured or
healed by its waters. Lourdes has become a major
place of pilgrimage. Over 5,000,000 people visit each
year.

In Flatrock, on the Avalon
Peninsula, there is a grotto in
honour of Our Lady of Lourdes.
People often visit and it is a place
of pilgrimage.

Bernadette became a Sister of Charity at Nevers,
France. Never very strong, she contracted
tuberculosis and died at the young age of 35 in 1879.
Bernadette was beatified in 1925 and canonized a
saint in 1933.

St. Scholastica, sister of St. Benedict, consecrated
her life to God from her earliest youth. After her brother went to
Monte Cassino, where he established his famous monastery, she
founded a monastery of nuns, about five miles from that of St.
Benedict, who, it appears, also directed his sister and her nuns.
She visited her brother once a year. These visits were spent in
conferring together on spiritual matters. On one occasion they had
passed the time as usual in prayer and pious conversation. St.
Scholastica begged her brother to remain until the next day. St.
Benedict refused to spend the night outside his monastery. She
prayed and a furious thunderstorm burst so that he could not
return home. Three days later St. Scholastica died, and her
brother saw her soul ascend into heaven. She died about the year
543. Her feast day is February 10th.
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ST. SCHOLASTICA—
FEBRUARY 10

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY
The Church of God is convoked in Synod. With this convocation, Pope Francis invites the whole
Church to question itself on synodality: a decisive theme for the life and mission of the Church. You
can find information at www.synod.va.

THE OFFICIAL LOGO OF THE SYNODAL PATH
A large, majestic tree, full of wisdom and light, reaches for the sky. The people of God are
not static: they are on the move, in direct reference to the root of the word synod, which
means "walking together". The people are united by the same common dynamic that this
Tree of Life breathes into them, from which they begin their walk.
These 15 silhouettes reflect humanity in its diversity of life situations of generations and
origins. This aspect is reinforced by the multiplicity of bright colours which are themselves
signs of joy. There is no hierarchy between these people who are all on the same footing:
young, old, men, women, teenagers, children, lay people, religious, parents, couples,
singles; the bishop and the nun are not in front of them, but among them.

SYNOD CONSULTATION QUESTION OF THE WEEK
3. SPEAKING OUT
ALL ARE INVITED TO SPEAK WITH COURAGE, IN FREEDOM, TRUTH, AND
CHARITY.
WHAT ENABLES OR HINDERS SPEAKING UP COURAGEOUSLY, CANDIDLY,
AND RESPONSIBLY IN OUR LOCAL CHURCH?
If you would like to share your response with the Archdiocesan Synod coordinating team, e-mail us
at: rafftcssr@gmail. Com
To complete the entire survey online, go to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QL8BNS5
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