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CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL FOR ANOTHER
YEAR OF HAPPINESS,
GOOD HEALTH AND
GOOD CHEER!

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in your
prayers:
Gwenn and Louis Bartku
Joan Beddow
The Brodo Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Pat Butts and family
Churches throughout the U.S.
College Students
Barbara Courtright
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
Christopher and Nancy DelPlato
The DelPlato family
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Dan Gardner
Roger George (father of Gwen
Bartku)
Terry Gretchen
Maikuu congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Members of the Armed Forces
Barbara Pace, niece of the
Prestopines
Shirley Pennington
Students in the community
Teachers and Nurses in schools
Those who are food insecure
Those struggling with
addictions
Those recovering from COVID
Those recovering from surgery
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New Year’s Day - church office closed
Sunday Worship - 10 AM; in person and live stream through
our Facebook page - Jeanette Hile leading; Sunday School; rehearsals - Joyful Noise Bell Choir 10:45-11 AM and Unity
Chimers 11-11:15 AM
Yarn Girls - 1 PM -Church Conference Room
FPCH Ringers Chime Choir rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the Music
Room (NOTE: Masks Required)
Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 AM in the Chapel
Free Community Dinner - 5:30 PM in the Chapel
Sunday Worship - 10 AM; in person and live stream through
our Facebook page; rehearsals - Joyful Noise Bell Choir 10:4511 AM and Unity Chimers 11-11:15 AM
Bible Study - Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids (Matthew
25:1-13) - 7 PM via Zoom; contact Ryan Van Orden for more
information
FPCH Ringers Chime Choir rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the Music
Room (NOTE: Masks Required)
Sunday Worship - 10 AM; in person and live stream through
our Facebook page - Jeanette Hile leading; Sunday School; re hearsals - Joyful Noise Bell Choir 10:45-11 AM and Unity
Chimers 11-11:15 AM
Secret Valentine Sign Ups before and after church worship
Session Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room
FPCH Ringers Chime Choir rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the Music
Room (NOTE: Masks Required)
Sunday Worship - 10 AM; in person and live stream through
our Facebook page - Jeanette Hile leading; rehearsals - Joyful
Noise Bell Choir 10:45-11 AM and Unity Chimers 11-11:15 AM
Secret Valentine Sign Ups before and after church worship
Deacon’s Meeting - 6:30 PM
FPCH Ringers Chime Choir rehearsal - 6:30 PM in the Music
Room (NOTE: Masks Required)
Sunday Worship - 10 AM; in person and live stream through our
Facebook page - Jeanette Hile leading; Sunday School; re
hearsals - Joyful Noise Bell Choir 10:45-11 AM and Unity
Chimers 11-11:15 AM

A NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR
Dear Friends,
Happy New Year! I trust you all had a wonderful Christmas despite the surge in COVID-19 with the new Omicron variant. Please
know that we will get through this pandemic, but until we do, remember to be cautious in your everyday activities and know that God will
guide us as we move forward.
First and foremost, I am pleased to announce (as many of you
already know) that our church congregation has unanimously named
Reverend Erin Hayes-Cook as our next Pastor of First Presbyterian
Church of Hackettstown. We welcome her to begin her term of service
on Monday, February 7, 2022, with her first day in the pulpit on Sunday, February 13, 2022. Thank you to our PNC for their excellent endeavors through the process.
As you have seen, I have rearranged the format of this newsletter. It is slightly different, and next month, I will move the Editor’s
note to a different position so that our Pastor’s note will be prominent
in the publication. In addition, our newly nominated Elders and Deacons will be included in the February issue, as they will not yet be approved by the congregation until mid January.
Please note that there is much to review in this issue, including
some school news, the return of some of our music ensembles, and
featured highlights from December, including our Children’s Christmas
Pageant, the Christmas Eve celebration, our featured soloists and music groups, the baptism of Chloe Nicole Carpenter, as well as our
shared smiles and the return of my book selections for your reading
pleasure.
I know that 2022 has much in store for us, and we will all meet
the daily challenges that come our way, but always remember that
Jesus will guide us along the way as he has come again to be at our
sides.
May you all enjoy this month and I look forward to seeing you
in the Sanctuary each Sunday.
Yours in Christ,
MaryAnn Simmons

NOVEMBER 2021 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT

2022 PER CAPITA AMOUNT: $40.00

BY: AL RAVO

The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include the
funds transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating
expenses.
November
Year to Date
Income
$11,326.97
$143,162.72
Expenses Paid
$ 6,586.42
$128,948.21
Net Operating Income/Deficit
$ 4,740.55
$ 14,214.51
Amount Needed from Endowment $
0.00
$
0.00
Comments / Observations:
1. The 4 largest operating expense payments made in November were, 1.)
Church payroll ($4,015.43), 2.) grounds care ($820.00), 3.) pulpit supply ($600.00) and 4.) gas bills
($339.83).
2.Still awaiting the SBA review of the
2021 PPP Loan ($45,992.00). The loan
was fully forgiven by Fulton Bank in October. Until the loan is fully forgiven by
the SBA, the church could need to pay
the loan back.
3.November had a net income of
$4,740.55 (primarily because of no pastor expenses for payroll and the Board
of Pensions, approximately $5,700.00
per month). The November net income
made the Year To Date net income
$14,214.51.
The 2021 Per Capita is $40.00 for each
of the 207 members of our Church. The
total amount due in 2021 is $8,280.00
or $690.00 monthly.
In November,
$40.00 was received for the Per Capita bringing the total amount received in
2021 to $3,350.00 or 40.5% of the annual amount due to Presbytery.
The Session approved earlier this year that only the funds received designated
for Per Capita will be sent to Newton Presbytery rather than the full apportionment amount of $8,280.00. This is due to ongoing impact the Coronavirus
is having on our congregation members and the church finances.
Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to discuss the
Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds, or Per Capita.

BY: AL RAVO

Building On Generosity (BOG) – Financial Overview
September 28, 2019 - November 30, 2021
•
•

•
•
•

•

Donations received during November, $51,940.00.
September 2019 through November 30, 2021 funding sources.
o $593,786.29 - Donations from church members, non-members & anonymous.
o $126,792.09 - Endowment interest used.
o $115,415.74 - Stained Glass Window Endowment account.
o
$17,627.91 - Insurance funds for damaged repaired from
tree.
o
$17,374.90 - Unused insurance funds & donations for tree
damage.
o
$14,500.00 - Endowment principle used to be paid back to
Endowment.
o $885,496.93 - Total funding
o Total invoices / expenses paid: $885,494.43.
Steeple Phase has been COMPLETED.
o Total invoices / expenses paid, $97,891.00.
49.6% of FPCH members have donated to the BOG campaign.
Donations breakdown by source:
o
4.7% - $27,655.00 from nonmembers
o
32.4% - $192,251.80 from members
o
53.9% - $320,000.00 committed amounts from
members
o
9.1% - $53,879.49 from anonymous & dinners
o
100.0% - $593,786.29 Total
Endowment and checking account funds ‘borrowed’ for steeple phase
of BOG:
o
$72,162.50 - Total amount borrowed to pay invoices
o
- $23,162.50 - Total amount repaid to the checking
o
- $34,500.00 - Total amount repaid to the Endowment
o
$14,500.00 - Amount remaining to repay Endowment

Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to discuss the
Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds, Per Capita or the
Building On Generosity Capital Campaign.

WELCOME, CHLOE NICOLE CARPENTER,
TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

MUSIC NOTES

BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

BY: LORINDA RAVO

Congratulations to Danielle and Stephen Andrew Carpenter for the baptism of their beautiful daughter Chloe Nicole who
was baptized into the First Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown on
December 26th, 2021. Chloe is the granddaughter of Dana and Les
Carpenter and the great granddaughter of Barbara Yankiv.
Reverend Bruce E. Schundler presided over the ceremony and
Elder Geoffrey Gohlich represented the Session on this beautiful day.
Please join me in welcoming Chloe Nicole Carpenter as the
newest member of our church. Congratulations to all!

It was a joy to have all of our instrumental ensembles playing
during the month of December: The FPCH
Ringers Chime Choir, the Joyful Noise Bell
Choir, the Unity Chimers, and the Upward
Ensemble all provided beautiful additions
to our worship services. We look forward
to continuing to rehearse and add our music to upcoming church services.
The Upward Ensemble is our newest
addition to the music program.
We
have several talented instrumental
middle school students, along with
some adults who enjoyed getting reacquainted with their instruments, in this
group. If any kids who have a least a
year of playing under their belts, or any
adults who would also enjoy playing
would like to join in, please see Lorinda for the music for our next
two anthems! All are welcome to be part of the group.
And just as soon as it is deemed safe, we’ll welcome back our
vocal choirs too. In the meantime, we are so grateful to Deb Shepherd and Torey Ravo for sharing their talents as our featured soloists
in December.

Photos courtesy of
MaryAnn Simmons

Photos courtesy of
Donna Annunziata and
FPCH Facebook page

JANUARY GREETERS:
Jan 2:

Mark and Winnie Slachetka

Jan 9:

Al and Jen Aquino

Jan 16:

Louis Ghetti and Peg Russack

Jan 23:

Chris and Erin Roguso

Jan 30:

Michele Cameron and Beverly Saunders

THANK YOU FROM ONE
OF OUR MEMBERS
Below is a note from Lorinda Ravo, who wishes to extend a warm
thank you to the congregation:
I want to thank all of our generous and caring church family for the
many cards, texts, emails, calls,
and support that I have received since I broke my leg in
November. I hope to be returning to the organ bench sometime in January. Your thoughtfulness has meant the world to
me!

Sharing God’s Bounty
Giving More than Money
For many, giving is associated with money. Giving includes money, but, as faithful givers, we first give ourselves, and the giving of
our gifts and resources will follow (2 Corinthians 8:5). We all have
different gifts and blessings to share. God has blessed us with gifts
of wood-working, sewing, serving, teaching, singing, gardening,
leading, cleaning, etc. Whatever our skills or gifts, we can use and
give them to extend the kingdom and help others. Through faith,
we are compelled to give because we know that God is the source of
all of our blessings (2 Corinthians 5:14). Giving expresses our gratitude to God for what he has given to us.
In the third chapter of Acts, we find a lame beggar at the temple
in Jerusalem, pleading with people to give him money. Peter and
John were entering the temple, and they heard the beggar’s plea for
help. Perhaps the beggar saw Peter with his hand in his pocket, but
the hand came out empty, dashing the beggar’s hopes. “Then Peter
said, ‘Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk’ ” (Acts 3:6). Peter’s
pocket was empty, but he was willing to give what he had, and he
had something worth far more than a pocketful of money.
God wants us to give more than our money. He wants us to give
of ourselves, our hearts and our lives, and to share our time and
talents. We have been blessed to be a blessing. Thank God Peter
had more to give the beggar than money. In order to use our gifts
and blessings effectively in service for others, let us ask God for
guidance as to how to best use and give what he has given us.
Through faith, we can be confident that God will open our eyes and
hearts for opportunities to give and share what he has entrusted to
us.

Lorinda
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SHARING OUR SMILES:
REVEALING THE JOY IN OUR LIVES EACH MONTH
BY: PAT GOHLICH

During the month of December, we have a host of reasons to smile.
Join me in celebrating the following joys in the lives of our congregation. If you have good news to share, send your info to Pat Gohlich
at gohlich73@gmail.com
Week of December 12:
Congratulations to Harper Schneider
for attaining her yellow belt in Martial
Arts. At right, Harper with Sifu Dave,
Sifu Doug, and Sifu Joby.
Congratulations to Erin
Hayes-Cook who, by
unanimous decision of
the congregation, was named the 28th minister
(since 1773) of the First Presbyterian Church of
Hackettstown. Rev Erin will begin her term of service on February 7, 2022 and begin preaching from
the pulpit on Sunday, February 13th.
Week of December 19:
Congratulations to Mike McDonagh, Hackettstown
Boys Basketball Coach, who attained his 200th win
on December 18th at a home game.
Week of December 26:
Congratulations to Danielle and Stephen Carpenter
whose beautiful daughter, Chloe Nicole, was baptized
into our church on December 26th. Dana and Les
Carpenter are the proud grandparents and Barbara
Yankiv is the proud great grandma.

Congratulations to all!

BOOKS FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

This month, in celebration of the new year and new beginnings, I
have selected some light reading items for adults and tweens and
children. I hope you take comfort in these titles. Happy Reading.
NIV Adventure Bible Book of Devotions (Revised
Edition)
The NIV Adventure Bible has been around for years
and is the #1 best-selling children’s Bible. This new
devotional is a great companion to it! The back of the
devotional says it’s aimed at ages 9-12, but even
younger children would enjoy it if you’re helping them
read. It’s a yearlong devotional filled with
fictional stories about kids finding adventure in the real
world, along with Biblical life applications and scripture
passages.
Believe Boldly by Erica Willis is a book to help people
build confidence in praying thoughtfully in
order to transform doubters into truly
faithful people.
Everyday Holy - Finding a Big God in the Little
Moments, 100 Devotions by Melanie Shankle. These
daily devotionals focus on ways to reexamine your hectic life to find peace and grace.
In her Hands On Bible - 365 Devotions for Kids,
Jennifer Hooks provides children ages 6-12 with an opportunity to engage in daily devotionals that will allow
them to connect with God and their family members
each day of the year. Give this a try. You and your children might find comfort in finding a new spirituality.
Enjoy these suggestions as you embark on a new year of discovery and renewal.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM DECEMBER

HIGHLIGHTS FROM DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT AND CHRISTMAS EVE

THANKS TO THOSE WHO SENT CHRISTMAS CARDS
Sandy and Jeff Archer
Judy Eckroth
Carl and Donna Erickson
Lyman Gulick
Sang and Haeja Kim
Sandy Lindstedt
Frank and Marge McCabe
Al and Lorinda Ravo
Ron and Deborah Shepherd
Jim, MaryAnn, and Justin Simmons
Mark and WInnie Slachetka

WHAT ARE THE DEACONS DOING?
BY: LORINDA RAVO

Your FPCH Deacons had a busy month in December, but didn’t
we all? The Deacons sent out a small gift along with the next (large
print) issue of “Our Daily Bread” to our homebound members. We
want to let them know that we’re thinking of them at Christmas and
all year long.
We are so grateful to all who donated warm outerwear, including new coats, hats, gloves, scarves, and mittens in children’s sizes.
The generosity of our congregation allowed us to give the clothing to
the school nurses of Hatchery Hill School and Port Colden School so
that they can give it to kids in need of warm winter clothing in the
coming months.
We are also grateful to all who donated gently used sweatshirts
and sweaters and NEW socks in men’s, women’s, and children’s sizes.
These items have been placed out at the Free Community Dinners
each month in the chapel. While we still have sweaters and sweatshirts, the most popular items are the new socks. Our inventory of
socks has been completely depleted, so if anyone is in a position to
donate that popular item, the Deacons will make sure that it goes to a
good home.
During Advent, the Deacons took orders for the poinsettias that
graced our sanctuary. The bulletin insert was created, and the poinsettias set up in the church.
We purchased two new winter themed banners that have replaced the Advent banners in the sanctuary. These banners were
bought with memorial funds donated to the church.
Our Little Pantry continues to be well used, and as winter
weather approaches, your donations, especially the personal hygiene
items will be well received. You can continue to either place your
items on the shelves at the chapel or bring them with you to church
on Sundays and we’ll be sure they get taken across the street.
And finally, we bid a reluctant goodbye, with God’s blessings to
our dear Jennifer Bramley who is completing six years on the board.
Her quiet thoughtfulness and helpful suggestions and hard work will
be sorely missed by us all.

SCHOOL NEWS
BY: DONNA ANNUNZIATA

Sunday School Families,
Thank you all for working with us to keep our kids safe and
healthy as we have opened up Sunday School over the last two months.
We have made our classroom socially distant from our peers and it has
been working out great. All our kids have their own supplies to work
with on our activities, and all of them are amazing
at keeping their masks on (Thank-You, Parents).
We h a d a g r e a t
Cookie Day on December
4th. Lots of fun and
sprinkles filled our morning. And our Nativity Play
was Imperfectly-Perfect on December 12th.
We look forward to starting a New Year back
in Sunday School on January 9th, 2022.
I will be asking for parents to come pick their kids up from our
class room on 1/9 and please, please, please, sign up to help out in one
of our classes. Again No Experience Required (I just need a helper). If I
don’t have a helper for that week, I will have to cancel class.
Wishing everyone a Happy, Safe & Healthy New Year
-Donna Annunziata

SECRET VALENTINE SIGN UPS 1/16/22
Get ready for “Secret Valentine” with our Sunday School children. Sign ups will occur on January 16 and 23. You can
choose any child with whom you wish to share this experience. On January 30, names and information will be
distributed. From February 1-9th, adults are encouraged
to anonymously contact their Secret Valentine via the
mail and on February 9th, you can meet your child
downstairs in Sunday school to give a final gift. For more information,
see Donna Annunziata.

FIRE ALARM SYSTEM INSPECTED
BY: DIANE HULL

The building and grounds committee is pleased to announce
that our new fire alarm system which has been recently installed, has been inspected by Wires Electric on December 10, 2021. The report has been
filed with Hackettstown Fire Inspector, Colin Baker,
and the report has been filed with the church
records.
If anyone has any questions or concerns, please
see Diane Hull, Committee Chairperson in charge of
Building and Grounds.

SUBSTITUTE CAMERA
OPERATORS NEEDED!
BY: LORINDA RAVO

Are you comfortable with (easy to use) technology? Can you
help us bring our worship services to those who cannot get to in-person services, either because of mobility or distance issues?
We
NEED, really NEED, help for substitute operators for our MEVO camera that broadcasts our live stream of worship services. We are so
very blessed to have our regular camera person Jess McDonagh, and substitutes Jan Courtright and Pam Venturini, but we’d love to be
able to give all three of them a respite now
and then. All of the equipment is provided,
and you’ll be given a tutorial.
Won’t you
please prayerfully consider volunteering for
this important part of our church’s outreach
ministry?

DID YOU KNOW?…
BY: DEB GULICK-SHEPHERD

At a congregational meeting on November 18, 1931 the name of
Rev. C. Ransom Comfort Jr. of Princeton, NJ was presented by committee. The call was made unanimous. The salary was $2400, payable
monthly, with free use of the manse and four weeks vacation. The
President of the Board of Trustees and the Clerk of Session were authorized to sign the call.
On January 19, 1932 at a special meeting of Presbytery, Rev.
Ransom was received from the Presbytery of St. Louis, MO and installed as pastor.

PLEASE CONSIDER A GIFT
TO YOUR CHURCH
The Session has just completed the Budget for next year. We
are looking forward to our new minister joining us on February 13th.
COVID has kept members away and caused our collections to decrease by $34,000 per year since 2018. Inflation has made it more
difficult for us all.
Consequently, we are
asking everyone, including those who watch
us on Livestream each week, to please consider making a donation for 2021 if you are
able and to pledge whatever you can to help
us in 2022.
Thank you.
Geoffrey Gohlich
Worship Committee

