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TAX BILLS
WILL BE MAILED
OUT JULY 14TH
It is your responsibility to forward
your bill onto your mortgage holder if
you have your taxes escrowed.

JULY 2017

WE HAVE
MADE THE
STEP!
We Now Accept all Major
Credit/Debit Cards
But………

There is a fee associated with
it. The fee will be an additional
Please contact us with any address
2 ½% charged to your
changes.
credit/debit card for a charge
of $40 or more.
Interest will begin on September 12,
2017. Please make sure you mail any
payments in before interest begins.
Tax rate for 2017 is $14.29 which is
down from $14.89 in 2016.
If you have an outstanding balance
from previous years taxes, any
payments will be applied to the oldest
tax bill first before paying on the
current tax bill.
Any unpaid 2015 taxes will become
foreclosed on by the town in
December 2017, so please contact the
town office and speak with Marylou
concerning these outstanding bills.

Minimum fee to use any card
is $1.00
Of course, cash & checks are
still accepted with no fee.

FLEA
MARKET

ND

JULY 22
9 AM 2 PM
INDOOR & OUTSIDE
COME CHECK IT
OUT!!

HIRAM
TOWN OFFICE
HOURS
MON. – THURS.
9 A.M. – 3 P.M.
THURS EVE.
6 P.M. – 7:30 P.M.
FRIDAY
9 A.M. – NOON
Municipal Officers
meet every Thurs
eve. At 7 p.m.

Public welcome to
attend
Marylou Stacey –
hiramclerk@roadrunner.com

HIRAM COMMUNITY
CENTER
Off Rt. 117 (Main St)
Historical Ridge
Hiram

Terry Day hiramtwnofc@roadrunner.com
website:
www.townofhiram.org
Phone: 207-625-4663
Fax: 207-625-7635

FRIENDS OF
SOLDIERS MEMORIAL LIBRARY

HARVEST HILLS ANIMAL SHELTER
SPAY & NEUTER CLINIC FOR CATS

FREE CLINIC
Dates vary, call to get a date
207-935-4358 ext 12
Sponsored by Elmina B. Sewall Foundations
Doctors provided by Fryeburg Veterinary Hospital
Book Now while supplies last!
MORE RANDOM PHOTOS…….
BEN HAMMOND CONCERT
GAZEBO IN MAY
MARY HANNAFORD & DIANNE
JEWETT AT SHEEPFEST 2017

2017 SENIORS AT STANLEY CEMETERY
WITH JIM HANNAFORD

PRISCILLA HOWARD
RECEIVING THE 2017 SPIRIT
OF AMERICA FOUNDATION
AWARD AT THE 2017
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

DID YOU KNOW?
The State of Maine has a program called Maine Senior
Farmshare Program
→HOW AND WHEN SENIORS SIGN UP:
The Senior FarmShare sign-up process for 2017 has begun! You will find the link to open the 2017 Participating Senior FarmShare
farmers list at the bottom of this page. Seniors sign up directly with a participating farmer each year in early spring for the upcoming
season. The specific startup of the Maine Senior FarmShare program varies from year to year contingent on many factors. Seniors can
also contact the Area Agency on Aging for assistance in locating participating farmers by calling 1-877-353-3771. Seniors contact farmers
directly to make arrangements to complete a Senior FarmShare contract. Each farm handles this process differently. Seniors must contact
a farmer each year to enroll in the program. Seniors are not officially signed up until they complete and sign a contract with a farmer for the
season. Please be aware that the number of seniors who qualify for FarmShare significantly outnumbers the number of shares available
for distribution. Seniors can request the farmer to put them on a waiting list if the farmer has filled all of their allotted FarmShare slots for
the season. Seniors may choose a different farmer each year, but can only sign up with one farmer per year.
Maine Senior FarmShare Eligibility Guidelines
1.

Must be a Maine resident

2.

Must be age 60 or over

3.

Must have a gross annual household income (including all pensions, social security and other payments) of no more than 185%
of the poverty level (see below).
2017 Income Eligibility Guidelines
SFMNP income eligibility guidelines are effective from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018.
The underlined number below refers to the household size (# of people residing in household). The household gross annual income must
be below the dollar amount after each outlined number of household size to be income eligible. Income of all members in the
household must be counted towards meeting income eligibility guidelines.
1-

$22,311

2-

$30,044

3-

$37,777

4-

$45,510

5-

$53,243

6-

$60,976

These updated guidelines are printed on the back of the green sheet of the Senior FarmShare contracts.
→BENEFITS OF FARMSHARE:
A FarmShare is $50 worth of fresh, unprocessed Maine-grown vegetables, fruits, and herbs during the FarmShare season. Certain foods
are not eligible for purchase with FarmShare benefits; these include dried fruits or vegetables, potted fruit or vegetable plants, potted or
dried herbs, wild rice, nuts of any kind (even raw), maple syrup, cider, and molasses are not allowed. The season is determined by the
farmer and it varies at each farm. The FarmShare Program is based on a contract between the senior and the farmer. The variety of
produce and supply method varies depending on the farm the senior selects. Many participating farmers allow the senior to pick up their
produce at specific farmers’ markets, or at their farm or farm stand. Some participating farmers deliver the produce to the senior at their
homes or housing sites.

→SENIOR RESPONSIBILITIES:
It is the senior's responsibility to contact a local farmer to sign up. Seniors must agree to use their entire FarmShare by the date the farmer
sets. Seniors should only sign up for a FarmShare if they are certain they will be able to use the entire $50 amount. Seniors must notify the
farmer if they will not use the entire $50 FarmShare for any reason. Once a senior has signed a contract with a farmer they are obligated
to fulfill their share for the season with that farmer unless extenuating circumstances occur. Seniors cannot change farmers during the
season but they can certainly sign up at a different farm the following year.
*Things seniors should carefully consider before signing up with a farmer:
Does the farm grow fruits and vegetables that the senior prefers?
Does the senior choose what they will receive or does the farmer choose?
Are seniors required to pick up produce or does the farmer deliver?
If produce must be picked up, does the senior have transportation to get to the pick-up location?
→AVAILABILITY OF PRODUCE from the farmer:
Different farms participating in the FarmShare program offer different types of fruits and vegetables. Seniors should check with the farmer
before signing up to be sure the farm's crop offerings will meet the senior’s preferences. The fruits and vegetables will be available at
different times during the growing season.

Closest participating farmer:

Weston’s Farm Stand
48 River St.
Fryeburg, ME
207-935-2567
Season May- Oct.

2017 seniors

SAD55 High School students are great kids. Especially Kim Cox, Morgan Monroe, Heather Nance, Harley McKenzie, Justice
Ohannasin, Liz Ouellette, Tyler Bisson, and Sean Staples, the 8 member crew under the supervision of Priscilla Howard
and Sally Williams that helped clean gravestones and brush in Spring Cemetery, Hiram, as part of their community service
hours. The project is a collaboration of the High School and the Hiram Cemetery Committee. Each year we are blessed
with the help of energetic youth in aid of - dare I say it? - the dead, and the families and friends who remember and
honor them lovingly.
There may have been worse days to be working in a cemetery - a workshop at the Spring Cemetery in 90 degree sun
comes to mind - but today's rain was miserable, to put a good spin on it. There were no dry shoes in our group (my toes
were wrinkled just like they do when having a good time swimming too long in the summer. Is it summer yet?). A special
thanks to Tyler and Sean for staying late to finish removing an ugly, dirty brush pile, and to Sean for lightening our mood
with music. These kids are making a difference! Hail, hail to seniors. We wish them the best in their endeavors and hope
they keep in touch.
Tomorrow a different crew will work in Stanley Cemetery in South Hiram (wear boots, kids), and Wednesday more
students will help at the Hiram Village Cemetery.
-Sally Williams

Beautiful plantings at the
Soldiers Memorial Library

Daunting task to make this look good

Some landscapes are a challenge and 102 year old Library grounds are no exception.
Three recent projects are noteworthy:
1. Maine Organic Farms & Gardens Assoc. showed how a vegetable garden can be built with no disturbance of soil. The
garden was planted the day after a big April snowstorm. Look at it now! Very happy peas, beets, kale, spinach, lettuce
thanks to SAD55 Adult Education and Marty Tracy. You are welcome to clip some lettuce and spinach for your salad there's plenty. You'll have to wait for the peas.
2. The Library was given the former Congregational Church at 8 Hancock Ave and in making it ADA compatible needed
to relocate some granite blocks to make way for a ramp. Easy solution - make a raised garden bed in memory of fallen
Friends of Soldiers Memorial Library.
3. Rubble from construction of Soldiers Memorial Library in 1915 always presented a growing and mowing challenge along
Hancock Avenue. No more, if the daylily planting project is completed. Phase 1 began June 15, 2017 by planting daylilies
donated by Friends. Dianne Jewett and Sally Williams, principal Garden Angels, with an assist by Jan Williams, planted 32
"holes" amended with donated compost. Five more selectively bred daylilies by Howard Brooks of Harpswell (deceased)
will be planted tomorrow Friday, with luck before the rain. We are one-third of the way to beautifying this slope and
making it easier to maintain thanks to the generosity of Library friends. Bring your special daylilies (not the naturalized
orange tawny ones, please) to the Library and the Garden Angels will plant them!
-Sally Williams

TRI-TOWN
WASTE FACILITY
Located at 208 South Hiram Road
Across from the Sacopee Elementary School

Station Tel: 625-7633
Office Tel: 625-4663
Station Manager: Alan Darling
Open: Tues, Weds, & Fridays
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Sat. – 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Sun. – 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Closed: Mondays & Thursdays
Attendants: Tim Hartnett
Joseph McNulty
YOU MUST HAVE A DUMP STICKER IN
ORDER TO USE THE FACILITY!
No Commercial Waste accepted

TRANSFER STATION
THE ATTENDANTS WILL BE CHECKING
RESIDENCY OF PEOPLE USING THE
TRANSFER STATION.
ONLY ACCEPT TRASH GENERATED IN
BALDWIN, HIRAM OR PORTER!
NO EXCEPTIONS!
IF QUESTIONED BY THE ATTENDANT AND
THE ATTENDANT KNOWS THE TRASH
WAS NOT GENERATED FROM A MEMBER
TOWN, YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO
DISPOSE OF THE TRASH AND/OR YOU
MAY RECEIVE A FINE DETERMINED BY
THE BOARD

Orange Transfer station stickers
are good until June 2018

ITEMS WE ACCEPT
HOUSEHOLD TRASH
RECYCLABLES
METALS
PAPER
PLASTICS
GLASS
LARGE METALS
WATER HEATERS
SWING SETS
GRILLS
WASHERS
DRYERS
STOVES ETC..

ELECTRONIC WASTE
FLORESCENT BULBS
COMPUTERS/PRINTERS
TV’S/ MONITORS/CPU’S

FEES ALSO FOR:
REFRIGERATORS,
AC UNITS, ANYTHING W/
FREON IN IT

BATTERIES/CELLPHONES
PAINT – (MUST HAVE LABEL)
FEES CHARGED BY ATTENDANTS FOR:
CONSTRUCTION/SHINGLES DEBRIS
LARGE BULKY WASTE
CHAIRS, MATTRESSES,
SOFA’S, FURNITURE ETC.

ATTENDANTS
WORD
IS FINAL!!!!
Please do not
abuse your
privileges

THANK YOU DAVID & GLORIA PARO!!

BOBBIN MILL BRIDGE
REMOVED
Sadly the old Bobbin Mill Bridge has been removed completely. Due to
cost of replacement it was much more feasible to move the road and remove
the bridge. The old road was voted to be discontinued at the March 2017
Town meeting and the new road was accepted. Thank you W L Sturgeon
for doing a great job on the road and to PY Estes & Son for a great job
removing the bridge and placing rip rap and boulders in its place.

From this poor unsafe condition
To..

Ben Hammond's “Hometown Concert” at FoSML's 8 Hancock Avenue.
On Friday evening of July 7, Ben Hammond entertained a crowd of about a hundred at the
newly opened Annex of Soldiers Memorial Library, next door to the Library at 8 Hancock
Avenue. Ben is an accomplished musician who was described in the Sarasota Herald Tribune
as a “Funky… guitar-looping, beat-boxing, soul-singing… powerhouse.” Those of us who
attended his performance would not disagree.
Through two 45-minute sets, Ben kept up a
steady, but easy-going and seemingly very
relaxed program that varied from a medley of
“blackbird” songs (from 50's jazz to the LennonMcCartney song) to his newly recorded “Gone.”
Using a “looping” device, he creates his own
background rhythm and accompanies himself on
many songs. His energy is so strong that he
seems like a small ensemble rather than just
alone by himself on the stage. (More info is at
www.benhammondmusic.com)
Ben attended Hiram Elementary School when
his parents, Tom & Debby, were running Thos. Hammond & Son Lumber company. After
elementary school, Ben followed family tradition and went to Fryeburg Academy. After
graduating from Fryeburg, he advanced his interest in music at McGill University in Montreal.
For some time he lived in the Sarasota, Florida, area (hence
the newspaper reference above) often playing at places on
Siesta Key. More recently he moved to Colorado and plays in
places in Denver, Vail, and many other places far and wide. He
has recently become married, and with his wife Julie has
bought a home in Denver. Ben commented Saturday that he
feels extremely fortunate to have been able to be successful
enough with his music to work full time and earn his living doing
what he loves.
We were able to have Ben's performance, not only because
of his willingness to come here to perform, but also because the Friends of the Library (FoSML)
now owns the former Methodist Church at 8 Hancock Avenue. This was
made possible by a generous gift of the Hiram Community Church with the
stipulation that the building be used to support the library and be open to
the public for community use. We have made repairs to the building using
funds also donated by the Church. We
have received a major grant from the
Davis Family Foundation that is being
used to install a new entrance door and
a handicap access ramp. We have
applied for another grant to be used to
install heat pumps for heating and
cooling. Having this building and
property owned by FoSML has secured
the shared parking area and provided
space for larger events than can be
managed in the historic Soldiers Memorial Library building.
Currently, the building is hosting adult ed programs, yoga classes, and other programs of the
Library. We hope to be able soon to schedule more performances and other public programs.

SOLDIERS MEMORIAL LIBRARY
NEWS
625-4650
Our online catalog, LibraryWorld, can be accessed from the webpage:
www.soldiers.lib.me.us
“Friend” us on FaceBook
Library Hours: Tues. , 2-5; Wed. & Thurs., 10-5; Sat., 9:30-12:30
Upcoming Events: Maine Author Summer Series
Saturday, July 22, 1:30: UNKNOWN CALLER - Debra Spark
The Library is a participant in the 2017 statewide ReadME summer program. Sponsored
by the Maine Humanities Council in partnership with the Maine State Library, two titles were
chosen by Maine author Monica Wood. Available for circulation, the first, Unknown Caller, was
written by our speaker, Debra Spark, and the second, The Moth: 50 True Stories, is based on
live broadcasts by storytellers on National Public Radio's “The Moth Hour.”
Saturday, August 19 , 1:30 : WEATHERING SHAME – Kevin Mannix and his wife Linda Rota.
A quote from the books's description by Amazon.com reads: “Weathering Shame, a
personal journey of shame and stigma, is an autobiography penned by two well respected
professionals, weatherman Kevin Mannix and social worker wife Linda Rota, written about their
individual experiences with shame and stigma throughout their childhood and adult lives. In
this book the authors share their life experiences, lessons, struggles and feelings of shame and
the stigma that results from growing up exposed to alcoholism, severe depression and suicide.
In Weathering Shame the authors’ goal is for readers to benefit from their struggles, raise
awareness and to be inspired and encouraged by their personal stories to embark on their own
journey of self discovery, recovery or awareness. Kevin and Linda’s mission is to lead society
farther down a path of reducing shame and stigma.”
Saturday, September 16, 1:30 : BENEATH the DEPTHS (Byron #2) – Bruce Coffin
Bruce Coffin is the local author of Among the Shadows: A Detective Byron Mystery. This
is the second in his series of John Byron novels.
“Bruce Robert Coffin is a former detective sergeant with more than twenty-seven years
in law enforcement. At the time of his retirement, from the Portland, Maine police department,
he supervised all homicide and violent crime investigations for Maine’s largest city. Following
the terror attacks of September 11th, Bruce spent four years working counter-terrorism with
the FBI, earning the Director’s Award, the highest honor a non-agent can receive.” Amazon.com

Ongoing Events
Every Tuesday – Scrabble 1:00-3:00 (July meetings are at 8 Hancock Ave. * on Monday
afternoons 1:00-3:00)
Every Tuesday – Yoga at 8 Hancock Ave.* 9:30-10:30
Every Thursday – Knotty Knitters 12:30 – 2:30
Third Thursday of the month Book Discussion Group – 11:30-12:30:
Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman

Title for July 20 - A

HIRAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Collects, preserves and promotes the heritage of Hiram, Maine. We meet on the second
Saturday of months May to October, with free programs open to the public. Business meetings
start at 1:00 p.m. Programs start at 1:30 p.m.
Great Ossipee Museum, 20 Historical Ridge (off Rte. 117, off Schoolhouse Rd.)
Upcoming Programs for 2017
August 12 –Associate Professor at Bates, Joseph Hall’s teaching revolves around Native
American-European contact. He explains how our native Wabanaki tribes cultivated ties to their
homeland even as they were displaced from them and explains our landscape through their
place names.
September 9 – Artist Sandy Howe on Painting Historical Murals. She painted the murals in
the historic Blazo-Leavitt House in Parsonsfield in the style of Rufus Porter.
October 14 –Steven Bridge, author of “Unearthed”, tells the history of the fascinating artifacts
he is digging up at St. Joseph’s College.
October 21 – Back by popular demand - Trash Can Turkey Roast, 12 noon. Great food, music
and more.
Great Ossipee Museum of the Hiram Historical Society is OPEN the third Saturday of months
May to October, from 9:30 a.m to 12:30 p.m. At other times by appointment. Call 207-6254762.
The NEXT OPEN DAY is Saturday July 15, 2017 from 9:30 to 12:30.
Come see what we have collected and preserved of our Hiram heritage - such as the wooden
washing machine powered by a dog on a treadmill, and many other fascinating objects and
photographs.
-Sally Williams
1593 Pequawket Trail
PO Box 105
Hiram ME 04041
207-625-4762

NEWS FROM THE
HIRAM COMMUNITY CENTER
JULY 2017
The Center is continuing to be active, with several things going on. Last November we had the annual
Christmas tree lighting on the village green. We were blessed to have Cassie Dove, MaryAgnes Gillman
and Jim Sarkofsky join us so we could sing with live music!
The Center opened the season this spring with a very well attended roast beef suppers. The Center has
a new addition to its kitchen in the form of double ovens so that all the roasts can be cooked at the
same place. We used them for the first time for the July supper and they work great!
At the end of May the Saco River Corridor Commission met at the Center for a monthly meeting and the
space worked very well. Priscilla Howard and Dan Hester hosted the meeting.
Katherine Rhoda and David Wallace – Lawrence have done a terrific job of emceeing Open Mic Nights.
Our third season began July 8th. Open Mic is held the second Saturday through November. If you have a
talent to show off or just want to be entertained, we would love to have you join us! There is no
admission charge, but donations are gratefully accepted. Snacks and soft beverages are available or
BYOB.
On Saturday, July 22nd the Center is hosting a Flea Market for 9 a.m.-2 p.m. There are indoor and
outdoor tables. Snacks and beverages are available. We encourage you to come and browse. You never
know what you might find!
The Community Club has finished a “Welcome to Hiram” packet, which contains a map of Hiram,
Historical Society events and info., Soldiers Memorial Library information and tons of Town contact
numbers. If you are new to Hiram or have been here awhile, but we haven’t connected with you, we
would love to get a packet to you. There are some at the Town Office and the Library or call Priscilla
625-8074 or Sally 625-4762.
We meet once a month, usually the 3rd Tuesday from 7 -8 p.m. Meeting dates are announced on our
Facebook page and What’s Going On in the local paper. We are always looking for new members and
ideas!

