The Christmas Story in Matthew 


is one with constant twists and turns.  



A genealogy to start out with,



then Joseph finding out his fiance is pregnant, 




almost leaving her, 





but an angel reassuring him, 



then Jesus being born.  



Just when things seem to be settling down, 




here come the Magi 





proclaiming that Jesus will be the king of the Jews. 




 This is an additional title 





added onto the angels original Christ or Messiah 





and Immanuel, 






God with us.  



So when the Magi leave Mary and Joseph, 




the couple has some new financial resources and spices.  

Life can go back to normal 


for whatever normal is for a couple with a newborn.  

Then there comes yet another dream 


and another angel 



asking for another act of obedience.  




Move to Egypt.

This move to Egypt seems like a momentum killer.  


You've had wisemen come and say 



Jesus is the King of the Jews.  


The angel claimed him as Messiah and Immanuel.  



Strike while the iron is hot.  

If we take Luke's story into account, 


there are the shepherds spreading the news as well.  

Marketing consultants would say, 


“Stay in Bethlehem 


and build your brand.  



Make his name known now.  


God has come, 



Herod can't kill God, 




push through the difficulties.

You and I know that the marketing consultants are wrong on two accounts. 


To stay in Bethlehem 


and that Herod can't kill Jesus.  



Herod's child eventually does kill Jesus.  

Joseph was faced with the decision that night, 


do I stay here and push through, 



risking my 



and my son's life?  

Or do I pull up my roots for awhile 


and follow God to Egypt?  

What is lost 


and what is gained by doing so?  

As we are all about to experience, 


an extended time away will mean a pause in relationships.  

Mary and Joseph will be away from family and friends


 that have supported and loved them through this marriage 


and first child process.  

The progress of Jesus becoming king seems to be stalled.  


As Hebrew and Roman history illustrates, 



people were ready to welcome a King besides Herod.  


Even though his title was Herod the Great, 



the average citizen would say, 




off the record, 



“He really is not that great.”  


The infanticide of a whole town 



is just the tip of the iceberg for questionable things Herod did.  

We have momentum in Skagway too.  


We just had a great Christmas Eve Service, 


we have the party this afternoon.  


We held twelve events during Yuletide, 



people are using the Food Exchange and Food Bank heavily.  

Why stop now?  

Why step away?

Then there is this reality, 


when are we not going to be in a building stage?  



We need to always be making new disciples of Jesus.


Lent also begins in two months, 


after Easter comes Summer 



with old and new faces returning, 


school restarting in the fall, 



Pumpkin Patch, 



Thanksgiving, 



and then Christmas Events again.  


The cycle never stops 



unless we stop.  

The world tells us 


we should always be picking up speed.  

But if we think of life as a merry go round, 


remember those great playground toys that only killed a few 


but cost many children their lunch. 



When could others get on it?  




A few older kids could run and jump on.  



But when it was going full speed, 




there was not a chance for people to get on it without injury.  


There also was not space for those already on to move around.  


All anyone could do 



was hold onto their bar 



and wait for it to stop.  

When it did finally stop, 


that was when anybody 


and everybody could get on.  

That is the hope of this next season.  

To have a stopping of the wheel 


so those who need more time, 


who are young in their faith, 


who aren't ready to run and jump on, 



can get on the wheel.  

We have had a number of people 


who have checked back in with us this fall.  

I have not  slowed down 


and invested in them 



as much as I would have liked.  

Hopefully the change of pace and faces for awhile 


our new speed will allow for that to happen.

The other reality for Mary and Joseph 


was that if they stayed, 



Jesus' life was in danger.  

I am well aware 


that my body and mind are not at the level they were 15 years ago 



when I stepped off the plane here.  

Part of that is just getting old.  

Part of that is the erosion of Godly habits and rhythms in my daily life. 


I have struggled to take sabbaths fully, 


exercise regularly, 


spend time with God consistently 


or ask the church body to help in worship services lately.  

The only two health aspects that are better 


than when I arrived are my diabetes 


and my family life.  



A pump 



and Lisa's healthier cooking 




have improved my blood sugar numbers.  


Lisa, Eva, and Esme provide joys 



that my dog Ky could not.  

Without this Sabbatical break, 


the picture was becoming clearer 



that my days in ministry were numbered.  


I currently struggle to remember names, 


my thinking is not clear, 


and I am currently 20 pounds heavier than when I started.  



And I can't pretend that it is all muscle.

With this time in Egypt, 


God put things into place for Jesus' ministry to happen.  

Jesus came back 


and still was going to be Israel's King.  



He just was based out of Nazareth, 



rather than Bethlehem.  

My hope is to come back and be your pastor, 


but to do it in a healthier way.  

A way that invites us all to be involved more as we are gifted and equipped.  


One where we continue to grow in the gifts that we already have 



and discover new ones.  


One in which we are living into our core values 



and doing so joyfully.

We know that God still has work for us all to do.  


Jesus' time in Egypt did not mean the end of the story.  


Nor will my time outside of Alaska.  

It will mean a focused ministry 


that again has intentionality behind it.  

Most importantly, 


we know that momentum can be created by us, 



but if that is what we are dependent on, 



we can never stop the spinning.  

However, 


if we let the Holy Spirit be the initiating force, 



we can rest when we need to, 



hold on, 



and get off when we need a break 




and know that the world will keep on spinning, 



because God is in control, 




not you or I.  

So let us let the Holy Spirit keep this church moving.  


If it is just us, 



we are in trouble.

This Sabbatical is not just us.


We are 1 of 168 churches this year



of the 380,000 churches in the U.S. Who received a grant.


We are the only church in Alaska that received the grant


We have people coming in to preach and lead that have decades more experience,



have doctorates, talents, and insight that I lack.

God's Kingdom is still breaking in,


It will be just in a different way than we expect.

That is usually a good sign that the Spirit is on the move.
