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EASTER REFLECTIONS

When we hear the word “Easter”, many Americans automatically think of cute bunny rabbits, colored
eggs, pretty flowers and baskets full of jellybeans and marshmallow peeps. Christians also remember
that on this particular Sunday, we attend church services to celebrate Jesus rising from the dead so long
ago.

But did you ever consider what the term “Easter” actually means? This word is derived from “Eostre,”
which is the name of an ancient goddess who was associated with the return of the season of growth and
fertility in springtime. This was originally an agricultural religious festival celebrated yearly by surrounding cultures long
before Jesus was ever born. Christians built upon this early understanding as they transformed the term “Eostre” into
“Easter” and celebrated Jesus rising from the dead and returning to a new, resurrected life.

Easter is the oldest celebration of the Christian year; it is not a single day but an entire season. Easter lasts fifty days –
from the Sunday of the Resurrection through the Day of Pentecost. In fact, every Sunday throughout the year is considered
a mini-feast of the resurrection on this day that Christians call the first day of the week. We also believe that we, too, will
be raised from the dead to join Christ in everlasting life. This doesn’t just have to happen once after we die, for we can
be continually resurrected throughout our lives. Just as the springtime comes to renew the earth, we are also renewed with
Jesus throughout Easter.

What areas in your life do you need to be resurrected from? Are there things, situations or issues that keep you bogged
down, barren or desolate? What aspects of you have been buried away? What needs to happen to bring forth new life
within you? Now is the time, now is the season. May God give us the strength, courage and trust to step boldly into new
life with Christ during this Easter season.
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The Lord is Risen indeed! ALLELUIA!
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

APRIL EVENTS CALENDAR

April 6, 13, 20 & 27 (Wednesdays)
Senior Excercise Class 9 am
April 2

April 3

For Our Community Garden!!
Friday, April 15, 2016
5 pm - 7 pm

Run by our future Eagle Scout, Robert Shork.
Details coming soon!

Spring Bazaar 10 am - 3 pm

Breakfast 9:30 am
Daughters of the King 12 pm

April 10

Outreach Committee 12 pm

April 17

Vestry Meeting 12 pm

April 15

April 17

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser for Our
Community Garden 5 pm-7 pm
Breakfast 9:30 am

Page 2

The Red Door - April 2016

St. John’s Transitioning to a Part-Time Priest in May

We discussed at our annual meeting in January that St.
John’s does not have the resources to sustain a full-time
priest. With the support of our bishop and Canon for Congregational Life, we developed a plan to move Fr. Steve to
part-time status. This transition is now scheduled to occur
on Sunday, May 1, 2016.
Fr. Steve will begin serving as a half time Priest-inCharge at Nativity in Bloomfield Township while remaining
here on a half-time basis as well. He will be at St. John’s on
the second and fourth Sundays of the month and at Nativity
on the first and third Sundays.
His office hours here will be on Tuesdays and Wednesdays while on Mondays and Thursdays he will be at Nativity. Fridays will still be his day off and Saturdays are flexible
depending on what is happening in the diocese or at either
congregation.
On the Sundays that Fr. Steve is not here, we will be hav-

ing Morning Prayer at both our services that will be led by
various members of the parish.
St. John’s and Nativity will be splitting evenly the priest’s
salary, health insurance, pension, professional expenses and
utilities at the rectory. In addition, Nativity will be giving
us $125 per month for maintenance and upkeep of the rectory.
This contract will be in effect for three years and then we
will evaluate where things stand at both congregations. It is
our hope that at the end of this period St. John’s will be in a
stronger financial position and able to have Fr. Steve return
as our full-time priest.
If you have any questions about this new arrangement,
please contact Fr. Steve or any member of our vestry. Thank
you for your support and understanding during this transition time.

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner a Huge Success!!

On Thursday, March 17th approximately 150 people showed up to enjoy a delicious
Irish meal! Our social hall was beautifully decorated and the sounds of Celtic music
filled the space. In addition to the great food, camaraderie and invigorating conversation, we made $1,694.50 profit on the evening! Special thanks to Sharon Scott and
Pat Feamster who coordinated the event, and of course a multitude of thanks go to
all the hard working people who gave generously of their time, talent and resources
to advertise, shop, bake, set up, decorate, cook, serve, cleanup, sell tickets, coordinate
raffles and prizes! You know who you are and we appreciate you very much! We
couldn’t have done this fundraiser without you. Thank you also to everyone who came
to eat and enjoy this special night!
If you captured any great pictures (especially of
the crowd) please email them for future use to
Fr. Steve at: frsteve@stjohnswestland.com.
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This month’s Miracle Story, “Held by an Angel”
is submitted by Mary Ann Ford

Please consider sharing one of your miracle stories with us! It may be
a simple, ordinary event or something more involved, but it is meant to
encourage all of us.

One evening as I lay on the couch watching TV, I happened to look up and see a large black
spider on the ceiling near where it meets the wall. Next to snakes, I can’t stand spiders! I decided to get my vacuum cleaner. It has a long body on it and it would go almost all the way up.
I had been resting because I have severe back and spinal problems and today they were a 7
on the pain scale. That is 7 out of 10! Guess what? It didn’t move that old spider. I remembered having a little left in my Raid can so I went and got that. It worked! I had crawled up
onto the couch and braced myself against the wall as I let loose with the spray. The spider finally fell down and that was good because the Raid can was empty.
“Got you”, I said to myself as I stepped back – only to find my back foot hitting air. I felt
myself falling straight back and as I looked at the ceiling, I had an image of myself lying on
the floor with a smashed back.
An instant later, I felt a light pressure on the right shoulder and next I was pressed against the wall with both hands
and the side of my face. What just happened? Slowly, I lowered myself down to a sitting position and started to cry as I
said one “Thank you Lord God” after another. He must have sent one of his angels to push me back up.
I stayed quiet the rest of the day and used my prayer book and rosary all evening. I truly believe the Lord saved me
and I promised Him I would never stand on the couch again!

......Greektown Ca$ino Bu$ Trip......

Following on the heels of the St. Patrick’s dinner, we rented a
bus on Saturday, March 19th and headed down to Greektown
Casino for a day of fun and relaxation! At 11 am Saturday
morning, about 52 people boarded the coach and enjoyed fun
and festivities during the drive. Several people came away
winners from the gaming while others of us donated some
money to the casino corporation, but we all had a great time!

At our vestry retreat in February, we were brainstorming things that we could do at St. John’s during 2016 to deepen our spiritual and communal
lives and to attract new members. Our vestry came
up with the following list of things for us to do this
year. These items are not in any particular order
and you will notice that some of them are already
in progress. For example, you will find our revised
mission statement on our weekly Sunday bulletins
as well as on our website. We have also moved two
large bulletin boards and Violet Streeter will begin
taking pictures of all parishioners to be placed on
the board by the kitchen. We invite everyone to
start wearing their nametags again so that newcomers and old-timers may come to know each other
better. If you see anything on the list below that
you would like to help out with, please let Fr. Steve
or any vestry member know. THANKS!

If you haven’t been on one of
these trips yet, you have been
missing out! Remember, in addition to all the fun, this event is a
fundraiser for us and we made
$947 after expenses. Thanks
again to Ken Kowalski for coordinating this day trip!

OUR PARISH “TO DO” LIST

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Develop a Card Writing ministry
(e.g. birthdays, get well, anniversaries)
Develop ways that parishioners can get to know
each other better
Vestry members to have a parishioner contact list
Foyer groups
Picture board of parishioners
Reinvigorate wearing of name tags at Sunday services
Post/publicize vestry minutes
Re-establish a lay visitor program
Safeguarding God’s Children training
Investigating whether St. John’s could have a deacon
Stewardship education & fall campaign
Improve overall parish communications
Behavioral Covenant
Updating Mission Statement

COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMUNITY
TO ST. JOHN’S THIS SPRING!!
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A member of our parish, Robert Shork, is working on his Eagle Scout project here at St. John’s. He is going to be revitalizing and fencing in an old plot of ground behind the rectory on Saturday, May 14th and planting vegetables in
the garden on the 28th of May. This produce will be given to our Food Pantry program and other feeding ministries in
the area as available. To help raise funds for this project, Robert is collecting returnable bottles and cans in a box near the
church office. In addition, he will be holding a spaghetti dinner fundraiser on Friday, April 15th from 5:00 -7:00 pm
in the social hall. Please put these dates on your calendar and come out to support Robert in his project and become part
of our community garden ministry!

A “Before”
Picture of
the Garden!

St. John’s Episcopal Church
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186

Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023
parish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
www.stjohnswestland.com
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
We’re on Facebook:
St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services
8:30 am

10:30 am

Holy Eucharist
Worship through the spoken word

Holy Eucharist
Service with music and choir
Coffee Hour follows the 10:30 am service.

Weekday Worship - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays

11:30 am
12 noon

Rosary
Holy Eucharist

2nd & 4th Tuesdays

10:30 am
Holy Eucharist
(at Hope Health Care Center on Cherry Hill)

Weekday Worship - Wednesdays
10:00 am
11:30 am

Bible Study (note new time!)
Holy Eucharist with healing

Wednesday Evening Worship
6:30 pm
Bible Study

OPEN APRIL 14
10am-Noon
Please support our Food Pantry.
Donations sought by the first
Sunday of the month but accepted anytime! Please leave
your donations in the Choir
room or in the church office.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Staff

rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
FrSteve@stjohnswestland.com
charmaine Wells, Parish Secretary
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
Dana hull, Music Director

Bill & Kim Goeman, Sextons

OffICERS
Ken Kowalski, SeniorWarden
Don Streeter, Co-Junior Warden Ken coyne, Co-Junior Warden
cheryl Montgomery, Clerk
Sande Godbout, Assistant Clerk
Erin Downey-tarnowski, Treasurer
2015 VEStRy MEMbERS
neil Barbu, Joan cady, Sue Daniel, Jim Godbout,
nick hamblin, Sharon Scott and Katie Walker

