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4 Bathroom Remodel Ideas That Won’t Break the Bank
Redesigning areas in your home doesn't have to break the bank and if done
properly, can be very affordable while making your home more appealing. Take a
look at some ideas for remodeling your bathroom that won't cost you an arm and
a leg, especially if you decide to do the work yourself!
1. Tile Work - Tile work can be very expensive. When you take into consideration the cost of a contractor to lay out the tile throughout the bathroom, their labor
alone can be high. Consider limiting the amount of tile in your bathroom by focusing on high-impact areas such as the floor.
Another way to limit the expense of tile work is to use a less expensive tile design. The flashier the tile, the more expensive it will be. Consider only using the
more expensive tile as accent pieces alongside less expensive ones. You'll be
able to save some money while still incorporating some flashier tile.
2. Counter Tops - Trending bathroom designs usually include granite or marble
countertops. Since the size of most bathroom countertops tends to be smaller in
comparison to the size used in kitchens, the cost seems small already. To save
even more, consider looking at various color choices and slabs with imperfections.
Granite pieces that are neutral in color are more popular, which means they are
also going to be more expensive. Consider alternative colors that will still look
nice, but that you hadn't previously considered.
3. A Fresh Coat - A great way to give your bathroom a new look without spending a lot of money is giving it a fresh coat of paint, re-caulking the lines around
the tub and sink, and cleaning the grout between your tiles. You'll be surprised
how these three things will spruce up your bathroom and keep money in your
pocket.
4. Fixture Updates - Consider updating the bathroom's light fixtures, racks and
drawer hardware. While these changes may seem small or insignificant, they can
make a huge difference to the look and feel of your bathroom. Keep in mind that
you don't have to buy the top-of-the-line fixture designs; in fact, there are several
companies that make designs similar to more expensive brands for a fraction of
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First Time Home Buyer
Program!

Are you thinking of buying a home in 2018? We
are starting our 2018 First Time Home Buying
Jump-Start Program NOW! We’ve helped 27
people get into their first homes last quarter.
Don’t miss out and let’s get you into YOUR new
home in 2018!
The time to start preparing is NOW!

Contact Me Right Away To Get Started
Dan Flavin - 410-935-3528 Dan@1ATMC.com

Are You Aware Of The New
Maryland Smoke Detector Law?
A new smoke alarm law intended to save more
lives is taking effect on Jan. 1, 2018 in Maryland.
It’s part of a nationwide trend to transition from
old smoke detectors powered by 9-volt batteries
to new smoke alarms that have a 10-year life
span.
Maryland is the most recent state to require the
more modern alarms which are tamper-resistant
and last for 10 years without the battery needing
to be replaced.
Starting New Year’s Day, Maryland residents will
be required to replace 9-volt battery operated
smoke detectors that are 10 years old with the
new smoke detectors.
Replacing batteries in old smoke alarms can fall
by the wayside, meaning smoke detectors can be
left not operating.

The newer detectors also come with a hush button, so if you set it off while cooking, you can temporarily silence the unit.
An old Maryland law that took effect on July 1,
2013 required the old smoke detectors to be replaced when they were 10 years old. The date the
smoke detector was manufactured should be on
the back of the unit. If a date can’t be found on
the unit, then the smoke alarm is most likely more
than 10 years old.
In 2013, the Maryland General Assembly basically amended and updated a 38-year-old smoke
alarm law in order to take advantage of the newer
technology.

Quotes:
"Patience, persistence and perspiration make
an unbeatable combination for success.”
– Napoleon Hill
"Reading furnishes the mind only with materials of knowledge; it is thinking that makes what
we read ours.”
- John Locke
"If all difficulties were known at the outset of a
long journey, most of us would never start out
at all.”
- Dan Rather

Even though the new law contains some of the
same language as the 2013 law, which states 10year old smoke alarms should be replaced, lawmakers say that was on purpose in order to republicize the message to replace 10-year-old
smoke alarms.
Smoke alarms in apartments are the responsibility of management.
While hard-wired smoke alarms are not affected
by the legislation, their efficiency is also affected
by age. Hard-wired smoke alarms that need to be
changed cannot be changed to any batteryoperated system, so it’s important to check the
home’s requirements.

Facing A Divorce? FREE Report Mistakes To Avoid When Going Thru A Divorce - www.MDDivorceMistakes.com
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FINANCIAL FOCUS

Garage Door Security Tips
to Prevent Break-Ins
You have checked all the windows to
make sure they are closed and locked,
doubled-checked the doors, let the
neighbors know you are going out of
town, informed the mail so it does not pile
up and activated all the passive security
systems in your home. However, one
area is often overlooked as you pull out of
your garage and leave: The garage you
just left.
A modern-day garage is a prime spot for
thieves to gain access to your home.
There are three basic types of garages
that your home may have and each one
requires its own safety measures. The
first two are attached garages, and they
can be divided into two categories: The
front of the house garage that faces the
street and the rear garage, which is out of
view from the street.
The third type of garage is the detached
garage. It is particularly dangerous if this
type of garage is not secured properly
because it offers a staging ground for
thieves to enter the premises.

Consider Financial Gifts
for All Your Valentines
Valentine’s Day is almost here – and it’s a pretty
big business. In fact, U.S. consumers spent about $18
billion on their valentines in 2017, according to the National Retail Federation. Of course, recipients certainly appreciate flowers, candy, jewelry
and so on, but this year, consider going beyond the traditional favorites to
give your loved ones something more longlasting – a financial gift.
And, while you’re doing so, why not also go beyond the
traditional definition of a “valentine”? After all, not all that $18 billion went
to spouses or significant others. A sizable amount also went to
non-romantic connections, including children, parents, friends,
teachers – even pets. So, in the spirit of ecumenical Valentine’s Day
gift-giving, here are some suggestions for financial gifts for your loved
ones:
•

•

Here are a few pieces of advice that will
help you protect your home:
Use Your Garage. Park your car in the
garage when it is not being used or if you
are leaving by other means. Many people
leave their garage door remote in their
car, and all it takes is something like a
broken window in your car to give a thief
access to your home. To combat this, you
can also make sure to remove the remote
if you leave your car outside of the
garage.
Disable the Electric Motor. If you are
leaving for an extended period of time,
detach your electric garage door opener.
This is usually a very simple thing to do.
Most electric garage door openers have a
rope or chain you pull down to disconnect
the electric motor from the chain that
operates the door. This protects you in
two ways: First, if a thief used a
frequency scanning device to obtain your
code, it will be of no use since it is not
operable.
If you have questions about how to
prepare your home against break-ins, feel
free to reach out to me for more
information.

•

For spouse or signficant other – One valuable gift to your spouse or
significant other might be an IRA contribution. While you can’t
directly contribute to someone else’s IRA, you can certainly write a
check to that person for that purpose. This gift is particularly valuable
because many people have trouble coming up with the maximum
annual IRA contribution, which, in 2018, is $5,500, or $6,500 for
individuals 50 and older. As an alternative to an IRA contribution, you
could give shares of a stock issued by a company whose products or
services are enjoyed by your spouse or significant other.
• For your children – It’s never too soon to start saving for college for
your children. Fortunately, you have a few attractive college-funding
vehicles available, one of which is the 529 Savings Plan. You can
generally invest in the plan offered by any state, even if you don’t live
there. If you do invest in your own state’s plan, you might receive a
tax incentive, which could include a deduction, match or credit. Plus,
all withdrawals from 529 Savings Plans will be free from federal
income taxes and, in most cases, state income taxes as well, as long
as the money is used for qualified college or graduate school
expenses of the beneficiary you’ve named. (If a withdrawal is taken
from a 529 Savings Plan but not used for a qualified expense, the
portion of the withdrawal representing earnings is subject to ordinary
income tax and a 10% federal penalty.)
• For your parents – You can probably find a number of thoughtful
and valuable financial gifts for your parents. You could, for example,
offer to pay a month’s worth of their premiums for their auto or health
insurance. Even if they are on Medicare, they may still be paying for
a supplemental policy, so your gift may well be appreciated. But you
might want to go beyond helping them with just a single component
of their financial situation and instead provide them with assistance
for their “big picture.” To do so, you could arrange a visit with a
trusted financial professional, assuming your parents aren’t already
using one. This person could look at all issues, including investments, retirement accounts, long-term care and estate related
financial strategies, and then make appropriate recommendations
and even referrals to other professionals.

Everyone likes the hearts, flowers and sweets of Valentine’s Day. Nonetheless, give some thought to making financial gifts – they can make a
difference in your loved ones’ lives long after the chocolates are eaten
and the roses have faded.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by financial advisor Mat Tiahrt,
Hampstead, Maryland, 410-239-0859. mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com
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Laughter Corner:

U.S. Housing Inventory
Crunch Continues…
List Your House Today!

No matter how much
you push the envelope,
it’ll still be stationery.
____________________
What Do You Get When
You Cross a Snowman
With a Vampire?
Frostbite.
____________________

Every winter, families across the country decide if this will be the
year that they sell their current houses and move into their dream
homes.
Mortgage rates hovered
around 4% for all of 2017
which forced many buyers off
the fence and into the
market, resulting in incredibly
strong demand RIGHT NOW!

What's The Difference Between
Roast Beef And Pea Soup?
Anyone Can Roast Beef.
____________________
What Kind Of Coffee Was Served
On The Titanic?
Sanka.
____________________
Why Did Pilgrims' Pants
Always Fall Down? Because
They Wore Their Belt Buckle
On Their Hat.
____________________
How Is a Texas Tornado And
an Alabama Divorce The Same?
Somebody's Gonna Lose
A Trailer!

At the same time, however,
inventory levels of homes for
sale have dropped dramatically as compared to this time last year.
Trulia reported that “in Q4 2017, U.S. home inventory decreased
by 10.5%. That is the biggest drop we’ve seen since Q2 2013.”
Here is a chart showing the decrease in inventory levels
by category:

THANK YOU for reading my
Service For Life!® personal
newsletter. I wanted to produce
a newsletter that has great
content and is fun and valuable
to you. Your constructive
feedback is always welcome.

AND…whether you’re
thinking of buying, selling or
financing real estate, or just
want to stop by and say “Hi,”
I’d love to hear from you…

Maryland Real Estate
Professionals
w/REMAX Realty Plus
301-831-5600 - O
301-418-8640 - C
Mark@MDREPros.com
www.MDREPros.com

The largest drop in inventory was in the starter home category
which saw a 19% dip in listings.

Bottom Line
Demand for your home is very strong right now while your competition (other homes for sale) is at a historically low level. If you are
thinking of selling in 2018, now may be the perfect time.
Provided by: Dan Flavin, Sr. Mortgage Banker,
1st Financial, NMLS 112247,
3545 Ellicott Mills Drive, Suite B, Ellicott City, MD 21043
Dan@1atmc.com
410-935-3528

Are You A First Time Home Buyer? Start Here - www.MDFirstBuyers.com

Living the Sweet Life
If working a corporate job for the rest of your life sounds like your worst nightmare, you may want to consider arranging
your finances in a way that can give you some freedom at a younger age. Many people love the idea of working until
they're over the age of 60, but if that thought fills you with anxiety, it might be time to make a plan so you can retire
young. Here are four tips that can help you retire faster.
Don't spend all you make. It is easy to get caught up in our consumer culture and buy all the latest gadgets and a new
car every couple of years. If you want to retire early, it is important that you step out of this mindset. Do what you can to
avoid living paycheck to paycheck, and if that means driving a used car or not upgrading your phone, then do those
things.
Don't use your home like a piggybank. Yes, refinances and second mortgages can help with major expenses like college
tuition. But don't get into the habit of using home equity lines of credit to pay your way through life for a variety of
luxuries. You'll be swamped with interest for years.
Can you pay your home off earlier? Paying off more principal year-by-year can save thousands of dollars in interest.
Max out your 401(k). From the time you start your first professional job, max out
your 401(k) contributions. This is especially important if your company offers a
match. But even if it doesn't, keep up this habit. You won't miss that money
each week because you never had it to begin with. That 401(k) will be your
lifeline in the future.
Keep debt and expenses low. Student loans are one of the biggest problems for
young people and their financial future. Do what you can to keep your debt low
and pay it off as soon as possible. You want to maintain good credit, and keeping
your expenses low will help you save more money for the future. Avoid financing
anything other than a mortgage.
Find fulfilling, part-time work. While it sounds great to golf every day or sit on your
porch and read, early retirement isn't just about the lack of activity in your life.
You may want to do something riskier, like turn your hobby into a job. If you
have the security of a good retirement plan, your second career could be a
real life-changing experience.
Do you want to downsize to a smaller, less-expensive house now that the kids are leaving? Or do a cost-saving
refinance? We can help with your options. www.MDEmptyNesters.com 301-418-8640 Mark@MDREPros.com

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com
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Do You Need A New Roof?
All roof replacement
$800 dollars off
Do You Need Repairs Around The
House?
$125.00 Of All Repairs!
FREE Roof Inspections
C&T improvements, LLc
Tony Koverman
410-320-6814
www.ctimprovementspro.com
What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

