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Alaskan 
History – In Brief

Fits in your pocket or purse
Read it on the plane, a ship, a motor home, a tent or on the couch at home!

Want to get a broad overview of the 49th state’s history from Russian 
times to the modern, prosperous oil-financed state it is today?  This is a 
great way to learn it quickly and succinctly in chapter length, easy to ready 
segments with plenty of illustrations.  Or read selectively about:

Author James K. Barnett has done a tight, light, entertaining job of 
explaining Alaska’s unique history, explaining how Russian Tsar Alexander 
II, deeply in debt from the Crimean War, decided to sell his only North 
American land holding to the rapidly expanding United States he feared 
would take it eventually anyway. Barnett, a lawyer and long-time President of 
the Cook Inlet Historical Society, makes it easy and enjoyable to understand 
how Alaska got to the desirable position it is in today as one of the only states 
that is not deeply in debt. 

Includes index and appendices of Alaska movies and TV series, state 
symbols, famous Alaskans, population and size of state, and books about Alaska. 

Cover painting: Mt. McKinley by Sydney Laurence. This 10” x 8” oil painting 
of North America’s highest peak as seen above the Tokositna River Valley 
south of the Alaska Range is a classic and oft-repeated scene painted by 
Alaska’s most revered artist in 1920. 
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By James K. Barnett

Alaskan
History – In Brief

• Alaska’s First People
• European Discovery
• Russian America
• Seward’s Folly 
  (the American purchase)
• Gold Fever
• Territorial Alaska
• Alaska at War (World War II)
• The Fight for Statehood

• Alaska’s Geography, 
  Weather and Extremes
• Oil: Alaska’s Black Gold
• Native Land Claims and the 
  Native Community Today
• Alaska’s Fisheries
• Conservation and 
  Parklands in Alaska
• Alaska Today

Alaska History In Brief Covers.indd   1 2/22/11   12:40 PM

Todd Communications
Sugg. Retail              $12.95

Alaskan 
History –
In Brief
By
James K. 
Barnett

4.5” X 8”
Soft cover

Two Old 
Women: 
20th 
Anniversary 
Edition
By
Velma Wallis

4.9” X 7.125”
Soft cover

Harper Collins
Sugg. Retail       $14.99

Salmon 
Recipes 
from Alaska
By
Cecilia Nibeck

6” X 8.5”
Comb bound

AK Enterprises
Sugg. Retail       $14.95

Aurora 
Borealis: A 
Photo Memory
(2nd edition)

Edited by
Stan Wise,
Liz Russo,
Flip Todd

9.25” X 11.75”
Hard cover

Todd Communications
Sugg. Retail          $9.95

Little
Polar Bear
Finger
Puppet
Book

Illustrated by 
Klaartje
van der Put

4.3” X 4.3” 
Board book

Chronicle Books
Sugg. Retail      $6.99

Boreal 
Herbal:
Wild Food 
and Medicine 
Plants of
the North
By
Beverley Gray
8” X 10”
Soft cover

Aroma Borealis Press
Sugg. Retail        $44.95

GRANITE

Susan Butcher and David Monson
illustrated by Sarah Douglas

Susan Butcher was a four-time champion of the 

 Iditarod Trail sled dog race. Granite was her 

greatest lead dog, but he didn’t start that way. 

He was a shy, scraggly pup that the others pushed 

around, but Susan saw his potential. Together they 

worked until he became leader of the team. 

While they were training for the Iditarod, Granite 

became deathly ill. The veterinarians said he would 

never be strong enough to run the race. Granite 

David Monson and Susan Butcher and their daughters, Tekla and Chisana, in July 2001.

refused to accept this, and slowly he started to recover. 

By the time of the race he was strong enough to start, but 

Susan wondered if he could finish the entire thousand-

mile race. Confidently Granite guided the team into the 

lead of the race, when suddenly they were caught in a 

raging Arctic blizzard. Now Susan and the whole team 

depended on Granite to get them through the storm. He 

had to call on all his inner strength and courage to save 

them—if he could. 

Susan Butcher and David Monson were married for twenty-one years. Together, 
they raised and trained the dogs of Trail Breaker Kennel and achieved many victo-
ries in major sled dog races around the world. Susan won the Iditarod four times 
and fi nished in the top ten fi fteen times. Granite was her lead dog for many of 
these races. She took a dog team to the summit of Denali, the highest peak in North 
America—this feat has never been repeated. David won the Yukon Quest in 1988, 
and he and Susan ran the Iditarod together three times. 

In August 2006, Susan died of leukemia. David lives in Fairbanks, Alaska, with 
their daughters, Tekla and Chisana. The three of them continue Susan’s legacy of 
raising and training sled dogs, many of which are descendants of Granite.

Sarah Douglas moved to Alaska in 1989 to work as a river guide and instantly 
felt that she had found her true home. She has been exploring the Great Land by 
kayak, dogsled, skis, and on foot ever since. The mountains, rivers, people, wild 
creatures, and open spaces of the north provide endless inspiration for her art-
work. Sarah makes hand-colored linoleum block prints that she hopes convey joy, 
timelessness, simplicity and peace. To learn more about Sarah and her artwork, 
visit www.sarahdouglas.com.
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     Todd Communications is a wholesale distributor specializing in Alaskan literature and books about the North.  It maintains warehouses and sales staff in Anchorage, Juneau and Fairbanks, Alaska.  It is the world’s largest 
distributor of Alaskan titles with more than 3,000 items in stock including books, calendars, maps, note cards, CDs, posters and art prints.  It sells these products to more than 750 customers, mostly retail stores, throughout 
Alaska, all 49 other states and 40 foreign countries. Todd Communications also specializes in assisting Alaskans to self-publish through design, print brokering and distribution services.
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Husband and wife team Ole and LaDonna 
Gundersen, authors of the best sell ing 
cookbooks, Alaskan Rock’n Galley, Salmon, 
Desserts & Friends and My Tiny Alaskan 
Oven select the most popular salmon  recipes 
from each of these collections for this handy 
Little Alaskan Salmon Cookbook. Ole and 
LaDonna put their fishing knowledge and their 
taste for salmon on the fast track to quick, easy 
to prepare salmon dishes with striking  results.  

From smoked to fresh to canned, you’ll get 
hooked on these recipes inspired at sea. 
Start your day with Smoked Salmon and 
Eggs in a Puffed Pastry.  Spoon up some 
Mushroom, Salmon and Wild Rice Soup or 
feast on a Grilled Salmon Caesar Salad with 
Parmesan Croutons.

In Celebration of home, family and friends, 
discover the wonder of Alaska 
one dish at 
a time.

Alaskan
Salmon

Cookbook
LADONNA GUNDERSEN
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