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ABOUT ORCAS ISLAND 
 HISTORICAL MUSEUMS 

The Orcas Island Historical Society first consisted of artifacts displayed on 
William Langell's front porch beginning in 1951. Property for a permanent 
museum site was donated in 1955 by Wesley Langell, a location the facility 
continues to occupy today. Next, various island families donated six original 
homestead cabins built during the 1870s through the 1890s to the Society. 
Volunteers disassembled the structures at their original sites, then moved, 
reconstructed and linked the structures together to create the main museum 
facility. These cabins are now over a hundred years old, and not only house 
the collections, but are considered important historical artifacts in 
themselves. Each cabin serves as a space for interpreting specific aspects 
of island history as told through the human stories and material culture of 
the region. 

 
The Crow Valley School Museum was donated to the Society in 2011 from 
Richard Schneider and Bud McBride. Originally built in 1888, it is one of the 
finest examples of an intact one room school house in our state. 

 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
To educate, inspire, connect and involve 
our community and visitors in the 
stewardship of our unique island history. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
To lead the Orcas community and our 
visitors forward to a better future through 
excellence in programming, exhibitions, 
events, historical, genealogical and 
archaeological research and activities that 
inspire and involve islanders and visitors. 

 
 



Weeks Open  45    Visitors   6528  
Days Open  170    Facebook Followers  1,819 
Members  185 
New Members 19 

YEAR IN REVIEW 
STATISTICS 

 

   

 

 

FROM THE   
DIRECTOR 
 

Greetings – I sit here in August of 2023 after 
2 and half years as your director reflecting 
back on 2022. As you can imagine, it seems 
a long time ago!  
 
I am so proud of my small but mighty team 
that has grown and continues to grow, 
thanks to the support of members, donors, 
volunteers and grants. In 2022 we made 
huge progress in celebrating AND 
documenting our island’s rich history: 
  

 We opened the Bison Antiquus 
exhibit! This professionally designed 
exhibit has not only drawn new 
visitors, but inspired many to return 
who have not visited our museums in 
a long while. 

 Continued to grow our partnerships 
with local schools. 

 Hired Meryl Roepke as our Research 
Assistant. Meryl recently received her 
Master of Library and Information 
Science degree with a specialization 
in archives and is spearheading our 
revitalized Collections Committee. 
We are going through 70 plus years 
of thousands of artifacts, photos and 
more and determining their condition 
and actual relevance to our collection. 
Meryl and Terri Vinson, our 
Collections Specialist, make a great 
team caring for all we have to 
preserve and continue to collect. 

 Moved and revamped the Museum 
Gift Shop thanks to many volunteers. 

 

 
 
 
 
My goals as we move forward are many. Primarily,   
I would like to be more proactive and less reactive 
in documenting our history. This means gathering 
history that is happening now and making sure we 
have covered eras we are lacking in (primarily the 
1950s forward). I would like more engagement with 
locals. 2023 has already moved us forward in that 
direction. We have recently hired a new staff  
person Michelle Hassebrock to support our team. 
Carol Kulminski has stepped up to be our Volunteer 
Coordinator. Debbie Durand continues to be our 
Administrator and “jack of all trades” superstar.   
The Board of Director’s is united, engaged and 
helping us move forward.  
 
Stay tuned for new exhibits and programming. We 
cannot do it without you. You have each made a 
difference somehow. Make an appointment with me 
and let me know your thoughts and ways you think 
you can help. We always need something! 
 
         In gratitude, 
 
       Nancy Stillger - Executive Director 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



      
FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
 

Dear Members, 
 
2022 was a pivotal year for the Museums. As our community 
came alive again after Covid-19, the Museums fully reopened 
with a renewed vision for our future. Under the guidance of 
our new (at that time) Executive Director Nancy Stillger and 
the help of many volunteers and donors we were able to  
accomplish much. One of the Museums’ Board of Director’s  
primary goals is to attract new visitors to the Museums 
including many locals that have said they have not visited  
the Museums in a long time, if ever.  
 

Highlights of 2022 include: 
 
 Opening the Bison Antiquus exhibit 
 Partnering with local schools 
 A successful auction to meet our financial goals 
 Community events – lectures and hands-on programming 
 Stepping up our level of professionalism with priority on                                                      

improved technical systems and staffing 
 

In 2023 we are building on the work that was begun in 2022 to make the Eastsound Museum and 
Crow Valley School more relevant to the Orcas Island community. We have established more 
community partnerships with the library and schools, more educational programs and more care of 
our collection of artifacts, photos and documents. And, importantly, while preservation of our early 
history is ongoing, we are looking toward gathering more of the rich history of Orcas Island as it 
continues to be written every day. 
 
We are so grateful to our dedicated volunteers who greet our visitors at both locations, build our 
exhibits, provide building maintenance, create fundraising events and tend our beautiful garden. 
Our Board of Directors provide direction to “keep the wheels on the wagon”, reach out to the 
community and support fundraising events. And you, our members, are integral to keeping history 
alive. We hope we continue to earn your support. 

 
Bonnie Morris 
Board President 
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Balance Sheet 

Financial 
Overview 

      Assets 
  

FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022 
 

 

Cas  Cash & Reserve 114,602 114,619 164,929 
 

 

Invested Funds 526,471 559,164 458,133 
 

 

Endowment 546,772 630,332 559,647 
 

  

TOTAL 
 

1,187,845 
 

1,304,115 
 

1,182,709 
 

 

 

Liabilities 
 
 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2022  

  

12,500 
 

13,884 (PPP2) 
 

-0- 
 

 

 

Statement of Activities 
 

     Revenue   FY 2020    FY2021     FY 2022       Expenses   FY 2020   FY 2021    FY 2022          

                                  
Membership 

 
7,520 

 
4485 

 
3,130 

  
Admin & 
Operations 

 
13,468 

 
14,573 

 
14,430 

 

  
Admissions 

 
5,035 

 
23,065 

 
20,696 

  
Payroll 

 
66,542 

 
61,627 

 
105,131 

 

  

Grants & 
Donations 

 

67,723 
 

78,362 
 

130,856 
  

Utilities & Maint 
 

8,843 
 

9,427 
 

22,356 
 

  
Fundraising 

 
1,945 

 
18,347 

 
43,804 

  
Fundraising 

 
500 

 
2,742 

 
12,570 

 

                 
Store 

 
3,479 

 
9,754 

 
13,033 

                   
Store 

 
1,542 

 
3,186 

 
7,878 

 

  
Misc 

 
795 

 
188 

 
474 

                   
Programs, 
Exhibits 

       
1,336 

           
3,948 

          
20,296 

 

 

 Transfer in from 
Invest. Funds 

 
-0- 

 
67,534 

 
20,000 

  
Capital Expense 

 
 

 
99,926 

 
 

 

 
 

          

  
Total Revenue 

 
8,6497 

 
201,735 

 
231,993 

  
Total Expenses 

 
92,231 

 
195,429 

 
182,661 
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Donors 2022 
 
 

Anonymous 

Thomas Ahearn 

Ed Andrews & Marcela Barrientos 

Anthony & Nancy Ayer 

Thomas Baillie 

Lynn & Dennis Baker  

Dawn & Richard Bangert II 

Wally & Josie Barrow 

Patricia & Bruce Benton 

Ann Bofenkamp 

Jan Bowen 

Chris & Vicki Brems 

Bill Buchan 

Becky Burns 

Brandon Cadwell 

Ken & Mariann Carrasco 

Charles & Michelle Clark 

Gary & Susan Clark 

Sidney Coffelt 

Sam & Cynthia Coleman 

Douglas & Robin Cook 

Lynne Corbin 

Diane Craig 

Ken & Marcia Culver 

Bruce Culver 

Stephanie & Jon DeVaan 

Traci Donal 

Dale & Carol Ely 

Gloria & Steve Eppig 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara Epstein 

Rolf Eriksen 

Robert Gamble & Winifred Adams 

Anne Garfield 

Ayn & Sam Gailey 

Christian Gerike 

Ellen Goldberg 

Pegi Groundwater 

Jim Hauck 

Neil & Ann Hawkins 

Jane Heffernan 

Jan Helsell 

Gregg Hendry 

Jean Henigson 

Phyllis Henigson 

Ken & Lael Hughes 

Kurt Hunt 

Virginia Lee 

Vicki Leimback 

Stan & Gretchen Liebenberg 

Minor Lile 

Dorothy Lundquist 

Malcolm & Dianne Macondray 

Elizabeth Marcum 

Donna McNeil 

Kay Morgan Miller 

Robert & Bonnie Morris 

Madie Murray 

Susan Mustard 

Mary Nash 

 

 

 



Tribute + Memorial 
Donations 

 
 
 

Lynn & Dennis Baker in Honor of Tony Ayers Memoir 
 

Douglas & Robin Cook in Honor of Tony Ayers Memoir 
 

Jan Helsell in Memory of Jack Helsell 
 

Kurt Hunt in Honor of Tony Ayers Memoir 
 

Betty Marcum in Memory of Betty Hall 
 

Olsan Family Trust in Honor of Tony Ayers Memoir 
 

Jacqueline Rosenbrand in Memory of the Droullard Family 
 

Millicent Vetterlein in Honor of Tony Ayers Memoir 

Donors 2022 
continued 

 

Jim & Betsy Nelson 

Sally O'Brien 

Olsan Family Trust 

Shannon Page 

Joyce & Doug Pearson 

Linda Peth 

Tim & Melanie Ransom 

Linden Rhoads 

Rachel Riddle 

Jacqueline Rosenbrand 

Roy & Karen Schwitters 

Judith Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Gordon Shriver 

 Linda Slone 

 Robyn Bellevue Sneed 

 Kristina Snyder 

 Steckley Family Trust 

Edrie Vinson 

Laura and Curtis Walker 

Judy & Robin Watson 

Alison Weir 

Nancy Wrightsman 

Miriam Ziegler & Tom Baldwin 
 
 
 



Business Contributors & Sponsors 
 
 

376Tech Lum Farm Peter Fisher Gallery 
Anthony's Restaurants Madrona Bar & Grill Red Door Studio 

Beach Haven MATIA Restore Massage 

Darvill's Bookstore Olga Symphony Roche Harbor Resort 

Eastsound Suites OPALCO Rosario 

Faraways Boutique Orcas Auto Tech Shauna Thibault - Barberess 

Good Time Girls Orcas Food Co-op T Williams Realty 

Island Excavating Orcas Island Community Foundation Tidepool Coffee House 

Island Irrigation - Caleb Dean Orcas Island Distillery WaFed Bank 

Island Market Orcas Island Winery Wild Cake 

Island Pie Orcas Village Store Wildlife Cycles 

Kenmore Air Pawki's Woodside Farm 

Liberte Beauty   Zulu Nyala Group 
 

 

 

Thomas Allan Stella Breen Clark & Joanne Cundy 

Tara Anderson Chris & Vicki Brems Jean Dickerson 

Susan & Kjell Askevold Michael Brennan Dwight Duke 

Tony & Nancy Ayer Tim & Esther Brumit Sandra & Dave Durand 

Cynthia A. Baber Bill Buchan Jim & Debbie Durand 

Lynn & Dennis Baker Barb & Gordon Buman Gloria & Steve Eppig 

Richard & Dawn Bangert Stacy (Schneyder) Bumback Rolf Eriksen 

Bill & Margaret Bangs Carl Burger Sydney Exton 

Josie & Wally Barrow Becky Burns Diane Ferguson 

Roy & Susan Beaton Jane P Carhart Peter Fisher 

Glen & Susan Beebe Ken & Mariann Carrasco Susan Fletcher 

Patricia & Bruce Benton Bill & Paula Clapp Marj & Fred Franke 

Jim & Sylvia Biddick Gary & Susan Clark Lon Freeman & Justine Owen 

Che Blaine Spence Clark Alexander Frix 

Jack & Connie Bloxom Sidney Coffelt Beth & Mark Gasser 

Ann Bofenkamp Stephanie Colony Christian Gerike 

Jexa Bolt Vivien Conlan Tony & MaryAnn Giefer 

Antoinette Botsford & Vance Stephens Jim Connell Jennifer Gregg 

Jan Bowen Anne Marie Culver Pegi Groundwater & Michael Moss 

Phil & Marta Branch Bruce Culver Jennifer & Mike Hairston 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

Membership 2022 
  



Membership 2022 continued 

 

Ellen Harboe Doug & Miriam McCarville Stephen Saunders 

Neil & Ann Hawkins Michael & Sally McGannon Sherrie Schiff 

Peter & Deborah Helsell Jeff McKay Roy & Karen Schwitters 

Jan Helsell Brian & Dawn McMillen Josef & Bonnie Sedivec 

Gregg Hendry Joe Mentor & Lisa Pedersen Margot Shaw 

Phyllis Henigson Kay & Stan Miller Gordon Shriver 

Linda Henry & Pam Loew Patricia & Terry Moran-Hodge Linda Sievers 

Anita Holliday Bob & Bonnie Morris John Slater 

Sophia Hudlet Jim & Jennifer Mosley Bobbie & Harvey Smith 

Jack Huffman Arthur Motch Carole A. Speight 

Sandy & Pete Huie Madie Murray Johann Starke 

Janet Jacobson Susan Mustard Danne Stayskal 

Mark Jenks Mary Nash Lisa Steckley 

Sara Jane Johnson Jim & Betsy Nelson Monica Steele 

Vicki Johnson Gary Nevius Dean & Jenny Stephens 

Ingrid & George Karnikis Robert Nutt Nancy Stillger & Tom Ahearn 

Jacqueline Kempfer Sally O'Brien Dana Sundberg 

Tish Knapp Glen & Elizabeth Olsheim Tony Suruda 

Nancy May Knapp Laurie Oman Jade Takashima 

Gordon Koenig & Anita Orne Irene O'Neill Babs Tatalias 

Jan Koltun Carol Owens Leith Templin 

Sara Kral Shannon Page & Mark Ferrari Joanne Selph & Tom Thayer 

Bogdan & Carol Kulminski Larry Parker Claire Thomas 

Virginia Lee Bob & Dorothy Patton Bruce & Nellie Tippery 

Vicki Leimback & Dan Christopherson Joyce & Doug Pearson Bill & Kathleen Tudor 

Harold Lentzner & Elsie Pamuk William Pellent Judy Turksel 

Larry & Beverly Leyman Bill Perry Thomas Tweddell 

Stan & Gretchen Liebenberg Claire Peterson Fred Vinson 

Stephen & Diane Lieberman Linda Peth & Mark Evans Edrie Vinson 

Minor Lile Ric Phiegh Gerald & Pamela Von Gohren 

Suzanne & Kurt Lippmann Patty Pirnack-Hamilton & Jim Hamilton Judi & Robin Watson 

Frank & Jan Loudin David & Bev Polis Alison Weir 

Stephen & Jody Lovell Mr. Boyd Pratt Denise & Dan Wilk 

Liberty Lu Tim & Melanie Ransom Elyse Woodruff 

Laura Lucas Becky & Kevan Rayne Woodson K Woods 

Dorothy Lundquist Virginia Reagles Nancy Wrightsman 

Fran & Terry MacMillan Rick & Peggy Rhoads Bill Wulff 

Dianne & Malcolm Macondray Rachel Riddle Tamzen Talman Yarlott 

Barry & Bev Madan Richard Rogers Michelle Yee 

Betty Marcum Alan & Lynn Roochvarg Miriam Ziegler & Tom Baldwin 

Jill Marsyla Jacqueline Rosenbrand  
Ingrid Mattson Margo Rubel   
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Volunteers 2022 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Our mission is to educate, inspire, connect                         
and involve our community and visitors in 
the stewardship of our unique island history. 

 

Tom Ahearn Rebecca Johnson 
Aaron Boyles Genae Kaltenback (La Porte) 
Mike  Douglas Bogdan & Carol Kulminski 
Phil Dours Cheryl Kummer 
Josephine Eagan Harold Lentzner 
Doug Emerick Diane Lieberman 
Diane Ferguson Fran MacMillan 
John Fleischer Juliette McKenney 
Tony Giefer Mark McKinley 
Jon &Sarah Hane Mary Nash 
Diana Hansen Linda Peth 
Lillian Harris Dolly Prince 
Michelle Hassebrock Richard Rogers 
Ian Jablow John Slater 
Janet Jacobson Dave Trapp 
Sara Jane Johnson Judy Turksel 
 


