I procrastinated almost as long as I could to write this sermon, 


because we have been in the midst  of a major dividing issue amongst many of us.  A place 


where those who are not in control of their desires, 


not peace makers, 


not striving to follow the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 



could find themselves fighting and quarreling amongst one another.  

This past election cycle, 


being on top of a pandemic, 

has left everyone with a shorter fuse than is normal for Americans.  


We were not perfect before by any means.  

But as we talked about last week, 


we have usually had more room for gray area in our politics.  



That space has gotten smaller it seems.  

So what James has to say to us today 


can easily find good application in the wider world, 



without having to do too much soul searching.  

I would encourage you to apply James' words to that situation in the days ahead.

However, 


God clearly showed me this week 



that my fights and quarrels 




are not limited to the confrontations on Facebook 




to comment sections 




or news stories.  

Where James saw it happening with the most harm, 


was not in the upper echelons of Roman government.  


But within the immediate confines of the church.  


With in the families who came to worship.  



Between husbands and wives.  

So while the world wants to give you all kinds of philosophical reasons 


that person A 


and person B can not get along, 

the root of any interpersonal conflict, 

the root of any international conflict, 


comes from our desires.  

A conflict in our house this weekend was 


which way to orient a built in bunk bed.  

My desire was to be able to lay in bed 


and watch the world happen out the window, 


to read books via sunshine, 


and possibly not have to move a ceiling fan.  

Lisa's desire was to allow as much natural light into the room 


and  not have too much cluttering the window.  

Desires caused some tension for a few minutes.  


Since this occurred on a Friday 



and we had discussed this passage on Thursday 



and I was preaching on it today, 


I was keenly aware 



of how my desires were at war with Lisa's desires.  


Even more, 



I was aware of how different desires were at battle within me.  


How part of me wanted to be a peacemaker, 



and I could see how Lisa's way would be easier for a few areas, 



and how part of being in front of the window was for my pleasure, 




not for the benefit of others.  


These were at war with wanting to be right, 



that I had been thinking about this for three months, 



there for it should be done my way.  

As I wrote this argument out, 


I see even more reasons why Lisa's desire 



makes better sense than the reasons she gave me.

So while desires can be at war with in you, 

with those who you love, 

those who are not close to you, 

and whole other people groups, 


it is important to be aware that just because we feel it, 



does not mean it is good.  

I know we want to believe that we are holy,


 sanctified 


saints in all situations.  

But in reality, 


how often are your desires good?  


How often would your desires make the Holy Father smile, 



rejoice, 



and laugh with you?  

That is an idea that is always at war within me 


as we approach corporate prayer.  

I know the easily accepted public request for someone with cancer, 


is that it would be removed


 and they would be healed.  

But even when that request is heard 


and fits within God's plan, 



it is usually a minimum of 6 weeks, 



to 6 months, 


before God's healing presence can be seen.  

If that is the limit of my prayer for someone, 


that is six months of disappointment 



as my prayer has not been heard.  

As the book of James started out talking about rejoicing 


as we face many trials, 

we would be wise to adjust our prayer life to assist in those trails


rather that to avoid them.



For people to have the skills to endure the trials well 




and to God's glory,



 rather than for the trials to disappear.  

When we get to asking God for those kind of things, 


daily bread kind of issues, 



patience until the tests come back, 



a friend who they can share their hopes and fears with, 



a doctor that understands what gives them hope and resilience, 


we start to see God at work on a daily basis.


Our desires start aligning with God's.

I know that 


“Not my will, 


but your will be done” 



can start to seem like a defeatist attitude.  

But in reality, 


as we start to grow in our understanding of the Father, 



we find we are not in a hail mary situation.  


When we change our priorities, 


our desires, 


our understanding of how the world should work, 



based on scripture and the life of Jesus, 


we move from a throwing our requests on the canvas of prayer 



and seeing what sticks way of life, 


to an intentional stroke of red here, 


a wide swath of yellow here,



 and the beauty of God's work in creation starts to reveal itself.

But we have always had difficulty being faithful to God alone.  


How often in life have you seen the humble, 


caring for others, 


doing what is best for all person succeed?  

If you have, 


hold tight to that.  



Because you probably are not going to see a made for tv movie about them.  



They probably are not going to be in the headlines.  

Mother Theresa was 37 years into her work, 


19 years of serving the poorest 



before recognition occurred.  


So it does happen, 



but not in the way the world wants to celebrate it.  

You have to work hard to make a headline capturing story


 out of someone caring for others.  

But in reality, 


it is what most of us do 



the majority of our days.  


It is how the world really works. 

This first snow storm was full of examples.  


Who did not receive help from someone to deal with the snow?  


I know that I took that morning off 



to make sure everyone in the church could get out of their door.  

Every house I went to 


already had some help already done to it.  

The church has had multiple people coming to clear out the snow.  


A man named Doug was clearing out the access to the fellowship hall 



when I went to get a shovel, 


Pam Joy made sure the path was clear from the alley to the kitchen, 


Andy Bierle did first plow of the sidewalk with a 4 wheeler, 


Stu and Jay took a Bobcat to the large berm 



so it was accessible from the street, 




and the list goes on.  

So while this is not celebrated as much as it should be, 


it does happen.  



But it will not be the cover story of the next paper.


It is beautiful when it happens.  



It gives you hope for humanity 




when you see people selflessly taking care of other's needs.

But we struggle to stay in that place.  


Our backs get sore, 


bills become due, 


desires arise that we don't know how we are going to address, 

and we move back to playing by the world's rules.  


The rules of might makes right, 


power carries the day, 


money talks, 


connections matter.  

If we are worshipping these, 

if we are putting these first, 


we are hating God.  


We can't worship two masters. 



 You will love the one 



and hate the other.  


God is a jealous God.  



Our first four commandments revolve around worshipping Yahweh alone.

While God does not accept a divided worship, 


he does offer us more grace.  

When we tell him we can't do it, 

we can not remain faithful, 


God says, 



“I know.  




That is why I sent Jesus to show you how to do it 




and I sent the Spirit to help you do it.”  


But we have to be humble enough to realize 



we can't do it 


and humble enough to be willing to ask for help.  

If we are proud, 


why would God give us grace?  



So that we can be prouder of ourselves 




for all that we appear to do on our own?

With this clear, 


James launches into the solution 



through a volley of ten commands in 3 sentences.  




Submit to God, 




resist the devil, 




come near to God, 




wash your hands, 




purify your hearts, 




grieve, mourn, wail, 




change to mourning and gloom, 




and humble yourselves.  

Now this is a full list, 


but the promises that come from following them 



make for a great life.  

When we resist the devil, 


he flees from us.  

When we draw near to God, 


God comes near to us.  

Washing removes our sin, 

and purifying our hearts makes us singleminded.  

But then we reach 4 that are not as easily accepted.  


The trifecta of grieve, mourn, and wail.  

But these are only temporary.  


They are temporary, 



because once we have changed our desires, 




the grieving, 




mourning, 




and wailing cease.  

When I think the world owes me, 


and I don't get what I think I am owed,



 I wail, 



I mourn, 



and I grieve that I did not get my way.  

When I realize that God is blessing me endlessly with love, 


friendships, 


and freedoms that I once did not have, 



the need to do those three disappears.  

The same is true for the command to change, 


which no one on Thursday liked. 

 I could think of a song that talked about this, 


but it was in the opposite order.  

But have you taken stock of what brings you laughter and joy?  


In High School, 



most of the humor that caused us to laugh 




revolved around tearing people down.  



When there was joy, 




it was often because we beat another team.  

As God draws near to you, 


this can not be the way to joy and laughter. 


 It will lead to mourning and gloom as your realize this is who you are.  

Until that way dies 


and a new life, 


the life that Christ offers 



becomes central in your life.  


Until you follow the last command 



and humble yourself before the Lord.  


Until you acknowledge that you need help 



and can not make the change yourself.  

As you do this, 


the Lord will lift you up in ways that you did not think possible.  

Offer him your desires 


and allow him to show you his.

There is a large part of life that we make too complicating, 


because our desires are wrongly directed.  



We are trying to impress others,



 or ourselves, 



trying to make a name for ourselves.  

We do all of these things 


because we forget who we are.  



That we are Saints, 



that we are children of God, 



that we are part of the royal priesthood.  T



hat we are created in the image of God.  

When I limit myself to just being Ryan, 


I am shaping my identity short of the greatness it is.  



Ryan does not have the power to resist the devil, 



or the ways of the world.  

But a child of God, 

created in his image 


surely does.  

Stop letting your desires 


be shaped by the identity the world gives you.  

Instead, 


mold your desires 



out of what God has given you 




through his Son 




and through his creation of you.  

If you humble yourself before him, 


this is how he will lift you up,  



He will remind you of his great and awesome will 



and the intentions he has for you to be a part of his Kingdom 


that is reshaping the way the world works.

4
What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? 2 You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. 
4 You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 

“God opposes the proud 

but gives grace to the humble.”
7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
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