Hope United Church of Christ Moline, IL
Worship Bulletin June 21, 2020
Third Sunday after Pentecost
Thank you for joining us for worship today.
We are glad you are here!
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome at Hope UCC!

Hagar in the Desert by
Marc Chagall, 1960

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Come, nations of the earth, to bow before God. Distant galaxies proclaim the Creator of all
things.

Many:We are humbled by the wonders of creation. We are amazed by God’s mighty works.

One: This infinite God cares for each one of us. God hears our cries and responds to our needs.

Many:In our days of trouble, we call on our God. We are confident that God listens and
answers.

One: Let us also call on God with our prayers of thanks. Let us celebrate the wondrous things God
provides.

Many: God cares for us, even when others reject us. We gather to glorify God’s name.

OPENING HYMN  How Firm a Foundation
Used by permission: One License # A-733028

INVITING GOD INTO OUR MIDST

Holy God, come to us in our distress. We are weary of conflict and long for your healing waters
of forgiveness and renewal. You have sent us a teacher to draw us into discipleship, and we
have found fulfillment when we are faithful to Christ’s call. We long to find peace as we serve,
but more often we encounter a sword. Our disagreements are many, and our capacity to forgive
is strained. Send your light that we might not falter in our caring and in the proclamation of your
good news. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God, we are poor and needy in matters of the spirit. You have offered us newness of life, but we
are fearful of its cost. Your gifts place us in debts so vast that we can never repay. We are not
worthy of your love and cannot earn your forgiveness. How is it that when we accept your grace
we sense a freedom we have never before enjoyed? O God, we want to be dead to sin and alive
to you. Help us! Amen
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS AND PASSING OF PEACE

We are created in the image of God and are blessed with the capacity to reflect God’s will in our daily
lives. God cares for us and invests us with responsibility. Thus God honors us with high expectations
and confidence in our willingness to seek out life’s best for all people. We are loved. We are forgiven.
Our baptism is renewed.

Let us offer one another the gift of peace. May the Lord’s peace by with you!

(If you are using this liturgy as a private devotion or participating in the live stream worship, please
hold out your hands in blessing for all you are joined with in spirit. If you are participating in the live
stream worship, please type in your peace greeting.)

PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER (debts)
One: May the Lord be with you.

Many: And also with you.

One: Let us pray:

With the assurance Jesus offers, together we pray the words Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For yours is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

HEBREW SCRIPTURE LESSON
Psalm 86:1-10

Genesis 21:8-21

8The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was
weaned. °But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing
with her son Isaac.f 1°So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son
of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” '"The matter was very distressing to
Abraham on account of his son. '?But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the
boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is
through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. 'As for the son of the slave woman, | will make a
nation of him also, because he is your offspring.” *So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took
bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and
sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.

SWhen the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. ®Then she
went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do
not let me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and
wept. VAnd God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and
said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy
where he is. '8Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for | will make a great nation of
him.” ®Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with
water, and gave the boy a drink.

20God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with
the bow. 2'He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of

Egypt.



SERMON  Creating a Way Forward

INVITATION TO OFFERING

We have received God’s help and comfort. Let us express our thanks. We have been called into the
community of disciples. Let us offer the witness of our sharing. We have been assured of our own
worth and value. Let us dedicate our offerings to building up others in God'’s love.

We are profoundly grateful for your continued support of Hope UCC as we stay connected as a faith
community in this time of social distancing and spiritual connection. We are continuing the ministry of
our church throughout this stay at home order and we thank you for making this possible. We now
have two ways to make your offering. Hope UCC is now able to offer e-giving through Breeze
Management System to make it safer and easier for you to give anytime. You are able to safely
donate electronically using your credit card or ACH transfer. You can find the link on our church
website (www.hopeuccqc.org). We also invite you to mail your offering to the church office — mail and
messages are checked daily by Pastor Santina. Thank you for your generosity- your commitment is
vital to continuing our congregation's ministries and commitments. Hope Grows! And there is nothing-
not even a global pandemic - that can stop it! ©

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

For all the great and wondrous things you have done for us, O God, we are grateful. You give us
strength to go on when we are troubled and discouraged. You grant newness of life as we share in
Christ’s resurrection. We want to pass on the good news through this offering and by the way we live
each day. Lead us and guide us in your steadfast love, that we might channel your gift to all we meet.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN  Amazing Grace

BENEDICTION

One: The Teacher has called you as disciples. Learn from Christ to serve without fear.

Many: We expect to learn daily from our Teacher. We commit ourselves anew to Christ’s
service.

One: The cross calls us to fullness of life — live your life shaped by the cross and let God’s love be
your first awareness each day. Let that love flow through your every activity. In the name of
God our creator, Jesus Christ our redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our guide and source of
holy energy, go in peace to love and serve God and carry God’s grace and love into the world.
Amen.
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Isa. 43:2-5; 2 Tim. 2:19; Heb. 13:5

How Firm a Foundation

“K” in John Rippon’s Selecfion of Hymns, 1787; alt.
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In 1787, John Rippon, English Bapiist clergyman, identified the
author of this hymn as “K”; no one has yet verified a complele

name. The pentatonic melody has been known by several names

since it first appeared in Funk’s Genuine Church Music (1832).

Tune: FOUNDATION 11.11.111L
Early United States melody.

from Funk’s Genuine Church Music, 1832
Alternate tune: ADESTE FIDELES



St. 1-4, John Newton, 1779; alt.
St. 5, A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790
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HEALING AND FORGIVENESS

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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John Newton’s autobiographical hymn reflects his conversion
from his earlier existence as a slave trader. While serving as
curate in the English village of Olney, Newton met William
Cowper, and together they published Olney Hymns, which
included this hymn.

Tune: AMAZING GRACE CM.

(NEW BRITAIN)

Columbia Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829
Arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1900



