Versatile Companion

April 2015
Please send all news and
pictures to me
Dennis Eckenrode
woodey1@verizon.net

Training Day has been
canceled this month
I hope everyone
enjoys Easter!

Message From Mike’s Kitchen Table
Wow! what more can I say. Our clubs clinic & chili cook off was a fantastic day.
there was much learn from all are speakers Thanks guys and gals for standing up in front of us
and sharing you knowledge. Lets not forget about the chili. Do you know that we had 13 different chili's. I think that I tried them all. Hat's off to Gabby and Guido. Gabby took home the top
prize for hottest chili, Gabby I still have heartburn, thank you. With Guido take top honors for
best tasting chili. Might I add that I have had a few other dishes that Guido has made. They all
have been very good. Congratulations you two. Now we know who to shoot for next year.
How about all the great folks that were there. You all make events like this possible. Thanks for
coming out and bring your dogs and chili. I cannot wait till next year. A special Thank you to
Cliff and Sandy who let us use there home for such events, Thanks you guys.
I would also like to remind everyone of our Rattlesnake avoidance training. May 17th at
Cliff ranch. Please sign up soon as we hope to fill our whole day up quick. For info on the training please go to our website. Kraig has put more info on there for us. This is money and time
well spent. To care for our best friends. cost is only $75.00 per dog. It sure beats $1,500.00 or
more for vet bills.
Any questions you can contact me at. mike@inlandempirenavhda.org
or call me at (951) 757-6933 Thanks

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

What is the Handlers Clinic?
The Handler Clinic is an educational tool developed by NAVHDA to help dog owners and handlers understand the testing system. The clinics are conducted by designated trained leaders; all of whom are NAVHDA Senior Judges. During the two day clinic weekend, participants
experience all aspects of a Natural Ability, Utility Preparatory, and Utility Test. The first few hours of each day is devoted to informal classroom instruction. There is discussion of Test mechanics, the scoring system and NAVHDA philosophy.
The group then goes out to the field to judge and score dogs being run in the actual Test process. After each dog has run and been scored,
there is a discussion of performance and scoring as observed by the participants and the clinic leader. The discussion includes strengths or
weaknesses of training and handling observed in the demonstrations, and how they may have affected the dog's inherited skills.

Who Should Attend?


People with their first pup see how other dogs work and gain insight into what their pup is doing and why. This helps them to develop
their pup's talents and improve performance in weak areas.



Novice handlers learn how NAVHDA evaluates versatile dogs, and are better prepared to handle their dogs in a test.



Experienced handlers gain a deeper, more technical knowledge, of how the team of dog and handler are judged.

Breeders learn what to look for in their breeding stock and their progeny, and how to use NAVHDA records obtained through our Search
Test Records for selective breeding.
For aspiring NAVHDA Judges, attending a Handler Clinic is one of the first steps in our Apprentice Judge Program.
There is a great Video on NAVHDA’S Website and here is a link
http://www.navhda.org/testing/holding-handler-clinic

Inland Empire NAVHDA
Handlers Clinic
April 18th and 19th 2015
the Cost will be $120 but we are offering to our membership
prior to offering it to our sister chapters.
It will be at The Prado Dog Park there will be a Fee to get into the Park.
These are two full days of training you may bring your dog with but might not have a chance to spend
anytime with them. Spot are filling fast there are only a few spots left ...reserve your spot today
Send in your check to
Michael Macias
437 Sycamore Avenue
Brea, Ca. 92821
Payable to Inland Empire NAVHDA

Regardless of how the canine mind works, hunting dogs
enrich our lives in both spirit and sport.
Who among us hasn’t watched a favored gun dog complete a challenging task—let’s say a difficult retrieve—then told ourselves, “There’s a lot going on inside that dog’s head.” It seems to be an ingrained
human trait to believe our dogs think as we do, solve problems logically and are, in fact, canine geniuses. But are they? Or is that belief more of a need on our part than human-like thought on theirs? Indeed, in the face of periodic behavior that should make us question whether anything at all is going on
inside our dogs’ heads, we justify their oddball actions by telling ourselves that even Einstein had bad
days.
We commonly brag about our dogs’ extraordinary accomplishments, but too often we relate those feats
in terms of human intelligence, not canine mental processes. Even the rigorous world of science occasionally falls prey to the need to compare the minds of dogs to those of humans, and explain canine behavior only to the degree in which dogs are perceived to think like people.
For many decades, centuries even, the argument—in both the scientific and popular press—has raged
over whether dogs have minds and can think rationally—always with “rationally” meaning like humans.
Historically, this debate had two just sides: dogs as reasoning thinkers or dogs as instinctive robots. The
pendulum of opinion has long swung back and forth between anthropomorphists (those who ascribe
human attributes to dogs) and strict behaviorists (those who think of dogs as conditioned machines).
Thankfully, a middle ground has appeared in which dogs are acknowledged to have problem-solving
ability, however different it might be from human intelligence.
By its very nature, getting a grip on what’s going on in a dog’s head is a difficult undertaking. A good
part of that difficulty is the human tendency to think of dogs as furry people. Or as two researchers aptly phrased it, “Dogs seem to possess some special talent that makes people think about them as drinking buddies.” In the same vein, the researchers added, “What dogs do quite well … is make people think
that dogs can think.”
Another factor in assessing intelligence is the difficulty of studying dogs in an unbiased environment.
Most of the work on dog behavior involves evaluating the animals in their natural habitat. But a dog’s
habitat involves, in one form or another, the somewhat artificial domestic setting created by people,
which is made more troublesome by its ease of manipulation and our emotional bond with dogs that
challenges the objectivity of researchers.
Wildlife biologists have long held to a general tenet that says animal species are as “smart” as they need
to be to survive and perpetuate their kind. From this angle, it’s not only unfair to compare species intelligence, it isn’t especially useful. A set of behaviors that benefits one species and makes its members
appear bright might be irrelevant to another species. And if we extend the comparisons to human intelligence, measured in human terms, the results are even less valid.

Mental Tools
These days, a good many neuroscientists and behaviorists believe animals might possess specific
“mental tools” that enable them to solve problems of importance to the species. These tools derive from a genetic base and environmental learning—and in the case of dogs, training that enhances the combination of genes and development. Do humans have these mental tool kits? Sure,
say the neurologists; they’re simply wider ranging and allow us to explore uniquely human domains such as self-awareness, language, morality, complex problem solving and the like.
More than a century ago, a behaviorist complained about the explosion of anecdotes concerning
animal—particularly canine—intelligence without equal time being given to acts of animal stupidity. He wasn’t saying dogs were stupid, only that they often did stupid things. Recently, in his fine
book, “The Truth about Dogs,” Stephen Budiansky follows a similar line of reasoning in a discussion
of canine intelligence. In a chapter perfectly titled, “If They’re So Smart, How Come They Aren’t
Rich?” the author points out that dogs seem to solve some problems easily while others baffle
them. For example, how many times have you seen a dog stopped dead by a check cord wrapped
once around a tree; figuring a way out of that simple situation is beyond its abilities.
Cause And Effect
“The common denominator,” Budiansky said, “in all such errors dogs make is a failure to grasp an
underlying mechanism.” In other words, dogs don’t ponder cause and effect, though they know
familiar, learned stimuli—owner putting on field boots, picking up a shotgun, jangling truck keys—
and react to them in predictable ways. Budiansky suggests a dog’s world is a relatively rational
place that allows them to make correct, and often amazingly subtle, associations without the vaguest notion of why one thing causes another. (Remember, a cornerstone of training is that dogs
learn by association.)
Sometimes accidental events show the inability of dogs to reason cause and effect, and as a result
develop what some researchers call “superstitious association.” By way of example, a friend of
mine trained his Labrador retriever to sit in front of doors and exit them on command. One day a
gust of wind blew a door open and banged the Lab’s nose. For the remainder of its life, regardless
of whether any door in any location was open or shut, the dog would not sit in front of it—but
would stand at a door in exactly the same position as it once sat. The dog’s grasp of cause and
effect could go no further than, “I sat at a door and my nose hurt; therefore, it’s not safe to sit, only to stand.”
Does all of this mean dogs can’t solve problems? No, of course not. Anyone who’s spent time
around hunting dogs has seen them successfully come to grips with a range of training and hunting
issues. The trouble is we too often assume dogs view the world and its problems exactly as we do,
which blinds us to the special ways that in all likelihood dogs have of solving problems, at least
those of certain types and complexities. An-thropomorphic approaches ignore the probability that
dogs possess specialized mental tools that are quite different from ours but that work for them
and, in the long run, benefit us as well.

Thinking Visually
Clearly, dogs have the ability to use information they’ve accumulated in the past to solve problems they’ll confront in the future. Not long ago, behaviorists recognized that dogs seem biologically hardwired to store forms, or categories, of “mental representations” of their world they can
access to help them cope with new, but sufficiently similar, problems. Many researchers believe
these representations are visual patterns or pictures in the dog’s brain; some have referred to
these images as slide shows that dogs call up when necessary.
This type of science is of value to trainers who build such an approach into their methods to help
gun dogs learn; they create drills geared to condition a dog’s immediate performance and to provide images—successful responses and problem-solving tactics—the dog can store, then use when
confronted with new issues.
When we ask the question, “Do dogs think?” we bring up a fundamental problem of terminology.
The meaning of the word “think” often depends on how we use it, what it describes and the degree to which we understand it ourselves. If we use the word one way, then dogs could be said to
think; used another way, they cannot. But no matter how we use it, one thing is certain: The
minds of dogs do not mirror those of humans.
In my view, it’s more realistic to think of dogs as having an array of singular mental tools that are
neither better nor worse than ours, just wonderfully different. That might be the most reasonable
and advantageous way to describe a dog’s mind—a mind that we can infer something about, but
whose world we can never truly enter

The North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association or NAVHDA is a group dedicated to
fostering, promoting and protecting the versatile hunting dog in America. Versatile hunting dogs
are pointers which hunt upland game as well as waterfowl. Our organization helps hunters train
their dogs in order to conserve game.
One of NAVHDA’s goals is to help our younger generation become hunters themselves, and
expose them to what hunting with a dog is about. We in the San Diego Chapter support this goal
and encourage youth to attend one of our monthly training days to see what versatile dogs can
do, and what their training entails. We make sure to welcome all at our training days, especially
Junior Hunters. Mentors are available to help a newcomer with any questions or concerns that
arise regarding their dog and NAVHDA procedures.
In addition to training days, NAVHDA Chapters across the country (including ours) hold tests for
evaluating how the dog performs with the handler. We have found that training toward a
measurable goal helps dog handlers succeed. NAVHDA tests dogs against a standard set of
tasks, not against other dogs.
To encourage youth to become involved with NAVHDA, we will subsidize a youth to attend a
Handler Clinic. Also we will partially pay a youth's test fees. Up to 75% of a youth's test fee can
be covered. Test fees usually range between $100-$200.
NAVHDA also has a breed registry where test scores and other information are kept to help both
breeders and puppy buyers make informed decisions.
We believe the future of hunting depends upon encouraging youngsters to become involved.
Without them, hunting could become just a memory. You can contact us at www.inlandemiprenavhda.org or

Cliff Fleming
cliffandsandy@hotmail.com

Ruth Weiss
Tilegal@peoplepc.com

(951)526-9311

(760) 782-0890

If you live in the San Diego Area You can con-tact
the San Diego chapter

If you live in the Los Angeles Area you can contact
The Southern California Chapter

Jeff Derbes

Guido Dei

jeffderbes@yahoo.com

g.dei1@verizon.net

(858) 490-0191

(562)598-3285

http://www.sandiegonavhda.com/

http://socalnavhda.com

Inland Empire NAVHDA
June Test
Saturday and Sunday
June 6th and June 7th
N/A and U/T Testing
Cost for N/A Test will be $140.00
Cost for U/T Test will be $165.00
Reserve your spot early, this test will fill fast.

Send the following items to the Chapters Treasure
1. Completed entry form
http://www.navhda.org/sites/www.navhda.org/files/assets/Test_EntryFrm.pdf

2. Copies of any additional documents.
3. Test entry fee

Send in your check to
Michael Macias
437 Sycamore Avenue
Brea, Ca. 92821
Payable to Inland Empire NAVHDA
To join Inland Empire NAVHDA
http://inlandempirenavhda.org/

we are looking for volunteers to help
If you can help please contact our test secretary
Dennis Eckenrode at
woodey1@verizon.net

The April Training Day Clinic and Chili cook off was a very successful and fun
event, and I am sure you will not find anyone there that did not learn something new, and we all had a hearty few bowls of Chili. We would like to thank
all of you who Participated in this event whether you spoke to the crowd or
made some Chili it was all eaten up. (pardon the pun).
Cynthia Long Spoke to us
about keeping good hygiene for your Dog

Ruth Weiss
Gave us a chance to ask a Judge

Kraig and Terri Dix
Gabby Awbrey
Gave us good Bird planting and handling tips

gave us their Recipe to a all natural Diet

Jim Bellmeyer Gave us Great Gun Safety tips

Both of these guys are winners!
Hottest Chili

Best Chili

Gabby Awbrey

Guido Dei

Our Chapter held a Board meeting on 3/21/15 to discuss
several topics one of which was to open up another board
members position so I would like to introduce you to our
newest Board Member John O’Donnell whom will have
the great task of keeping track of our Inventory, and we
are trying to make our equipment more available to the
club to use all of the time and not just during training day
sessions...We Talked about the events in the nest three
months The Handlers Clinic, the Rattlesnake Avoidance
Clinic as well as our June Test. One main topic was the
need for more Volunteers to help with these functions it
seems we are always in need we have the few faithful but
we all would love to see more members get active in these
events. So if you have time Please Join us in helping in
these events there are only a few of these per year and
this will Help us run the events so much smoother so email
Cliff, Shep or myself and we will keep you busy and I promise you a fun day!

Ask The Experts
We Are starting a new feature in the
newsletter named ask the Expert if
you have any questions or puzzled by
something your dog is doing, or
something strange. ask the experts
here, Somebody will be able to answer you whether its Cliff, Shep or
Gabby somebody is going to be able
to find the answer for you .Plus you
will be sharing in-valuable information on to your club members
email me at woodey1@verizon.net
and we will answer it in next months
newsletter

PROTECT YOUR DOG

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW
OPEN TO ALL BREEDS
Sunday May 17th
29600 Patterson Ave.
Winchester, CA 92596
Sponsored by Inland Empire Chapter of NAVHDA
North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association
For more details and directions: www.inlandempirenavhda.org
$75.00 per dog
mike@inlandempirenavhda.org
Every year dogs are bitten by Rattlesnakes through out our area requiring vet bills that
range from $1500.00 to $5000.00. Avoidance training will teach your dog to identify the sight,
smell and sound of a Rattlesnake and to stay clear. If you live near a canyon, a greenbelt, a
park, an open field or just enjoy a hike in the country with your dog, you could run into a
Rattlesnake.
The Rattlesnake population is on an upswing and an encounter is likely.
AVOIDANCE TRAINING COULD SAVE YOUR DOGS LIFE

Do you have anything you want to put
in the Newsletter? Have anything to
Sell? and/or announcement's to
make? . You can do it here, it is free for
all members of Inland Empire NAVHDA
Email me at

Treasures Report
for the month of March.
Starting Balance
$3,926.58

Ending Balance
$ 3,776.61

Savings Balance
$3,351.22

woodey1@verizon.net

T-Shirts
For Sale
$18
Large to 2XL
Colors available
black, green &
blaze orange

Bumper Stickers and Decals are Available
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Training Days RULES
Guidelines & Procedures
Dogs are to be under control at all times (leash rule is in effect)
Everyone in the field must wear BLAZE ORANGE hat, t-shirt or vest.
Must have completed a hunter safety class or have a hunting license
Children are to be supervised and remain within the designated parking area at all times

No Alcohol on premises
Shotguns must be break action only
Must have active NAVHDA International Membership

Inland Empire
Board Members
President
Cliff Fleming
Vice President
Mike Shepherd

Please shop our Sponsors

Treasure
Mike Macias
Secretary
Training Coordinator
and Web Master Kraig
Dix
Media Coordinator:
Gabriel Awbrey

Newsletter Editor
Dennis Eckenrode
Equipment Specialist
John O’Donnell
Safety Officer
Jim Bellmeyer

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

Versatile Companion

August 2015
Please send all news and
pictures to me
Dennis Eckenrode
woodey1@verizon.net

Training Day will be held
August 2nd at
San Jacinto Wildlife Refuge
7am

President's Message
This last month I was able to take a couple weeks of vacation and visit 2 Field Red Setter kennels in Colorado and Kansas – Firefly Farms in Colorado and Pine Hollow Kennels in Kansas. Both kennels were great.
Both kennel owners’ are Board members on the National Red Setter Field Trial Club (NRSFTC). They are also
incredibly knowledgeable dog people. The NRSFTC purpose is to promote the Irish Red Setter as a class
shooting dog and field trial competitor. They have developed their own breed standard based on performance.
I am writing this message for a couple reasons. First, to note the difference between the Field Red Setter
and the AKC Show Irish Red Setter. My little Rose is an example of the Field Red Setter. She is smaller, more
compact, and doesn’t have the extreme feathering, long neck, and tall body of the typical AKC Irish Setter
you see around here. Rose has been, in some ways, the easiest dog I have trained. I love her intensity and
staunchness on point. She also has a lot of prey drive.
Secondly, I wish to promote the Field Red Setter breed, and let people know there are some fine Red Setter
dogs out there that are not only great looking but also formidable hunters and Field Trial competitors. I
have heard many stories in the last few years from old time bird dog people who owned or hunted over
Red Setters many years ago. They said they were fine bird dogs, and one distinguished NAVHDA member
we all know said his Red Setter was the finest retriever he has ever owned. This person has trained more
than one Versatile Champion. I wish to show people due to the efforts of some very dedicated dog people,
there are becoming more dogs like those written about and remembered from years ago.
Cliff Fleming
President
Inland Empire NAVHDA

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

Our Chapter
Purchased a
new Winger Zinger

Inland Empire NAVHDA’S
Fall Test
Saturday and Sunday
November 21st and November 22nd
N/A, UPT and U/T Testing
IE Chapter members will receive a discount
Cost for N/A Test will be for members $115.00 non member $130.00
Cost for UPT and U/T Test will be for members $125.00 non member $150.00
Reserve your spot early, this test will fill fast.

Send the following items to the Chapters Test Secretary
1. Completed entry form
http://www.navhda.org/sites/www.navhda.org/files/assets/Test_EntryFrm.pdf

2. Copies of any additional documents.
3. Test entry fee

Send in your check to
Gabriel Awbrey
1390 Riverstone court
Hemet, ca 92545
Payable to Inland Empire NAVHDA
To join Inland Empire NAVHDA
http://inlandempirenavhda.org/

we are looking for volunteers to help.
If you can help please contact our test secretary
Gabriel Awbrey
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Invitational />Update

- Final Decision

The EC has met to discuss and vote on the final decision for the 2015 Invitational. A couple key facts before
we present the final decision:
• The State of Ohio will allow us to run the test but ONLY with upland birds. No ducks, dead or alive, may be
used during our test.
• Options that were considered and vetted by the EC:...
◦ Move the test to Iowa
▪ Not a viable option due to the timing and logistics of moving the event
◦ Cancel the test for 2015
▪ Not an ideal option - keeping handlers/owners in mind.
◦ Stay in Ohio and work around the parameters set forth by the state.
After much consideration, the EC decided on the following:
• The Invitational will remain in Ohio
• To accommodate the limitation on the use of ducks (dead or alive - again, neither are allowed) the test
will be modified as follows:
◦ Full-sized Mallard Dokken dummies, injected with duck scent, will be used for the double mark retrieve
and for the honor at blind
◦ Pheasant (sourced from Ohio suppliers only) will be used for the blind retrieve
◦ No changes for the field portion of the test
Note that our Aims & Rules book states the following regarding the Invitational:
"The Invitational Test is not necessarily the same each time the test is held, as the test may be modified for

evaluation of exceptional in various hunting conditions or to fit the available grounds. All references to distance, size, or sequence of events are are very general and may be significantly different at any Invitational
Test. The Invitational Test participants will be informed of the expected scenario well in advance of the test."
While this doesn't specifically call out our situation in Ohio, the EC believes that the flexibility implied by this
statement in our Aims & Rules book, gives us the opportunity to make this decision with a clear conscience. As
we've stated all along, we are trying the make the best of a bad situation and, after considering all options, the
EC felt that this was best decision for both the handlers and NAVHDA in general.
IMPORTANT - Due to the limitation on the use of ducks and the State of Ohio's severe concern over the spread
of the avian flu, we are requiring all participants and attendees to abide by the following:
• Do not bring any bird (duck, pheasant, quail, pigeon, chukar, etc) of any kind with you to the test site.
• All Handlers will be required to acknowledge that they have received the information to not bring birds with
you to the test
• If a handler is caught with their own birds (again, birds of any species), they will be dismissed from the test
Respectfully,
Tracey Nelson, Director of the Invitational
and David Trahan, NAVHDA President.

While Mike and Karen Macias were on vacation July 11 - 21 in the Virgin Islands, their
American Brittany, Moxie, was sent to Summer Camp to chill among horses and to romp
with other "campers". The vacation kennel, Canine Country Care, features five acres of
horse ranch in Temecula. Dog runs are completely enclosed from the outside world.
Horses and dogs are also kept separate by fencing for safety. No more than six dogs are
accepted at a time, are housed indoors during hot weather and have a private yard covered in trees. Joy, the ranch owner/operator sent daily Facebook updates with photos and
videos to the Macias' to enjoy while snorkeling on St. Thomas USVI. Mike met Joy Bruce
during the chapter's snake avoidance class this year, visited the ranch and liked what was
offered. So, Mike, Karen and Moxie enjoyed vacations in separate places this summer.
Moxie is home now and says, "Let's get my handler trained for this hunting season!"

Training Day is Sunday August 2nd
at San Jacinto Wildlife Refuge at 7am.
Please remember it will be warm, so please bring lots of water
for both you and your dog, some shade
for you and your dog if you can have it. and sunscreen….

How Do I Get My Dog to Stop Barking?
Do you sometimes think your dog just likes the sound of his own voice? While some breeds are naturally prone to barking
(the Cairn Terrier and the Chihuahua are two examples), there is often a reason why your dog is being so noisy.
Does your dog want something? Dogs can bark because it’s rewarding. You could be paying your dog for barking and not realize it.
If your dog barks to go outside and you let him out, you’ve just paid him for barking. If he barks while you fix his dinner and you give
him his food, you just paid him for barking. Be sure you are not accidentally paying your dog for behavior you don’t want.
Is he frightened? Keep in mind that most aggression (which can manifest in barking, among other behaviors) is actually based in
fear. A dog that is frightened of other dogs may lunge towards the other dog, the fur may rise up on his neck, and he may bark and
growl. Dogs who are frightened of people, kids on skateboards and other things can show the same behavior. The dog is barking to try
and scare “the monster” away. Other dogs spook at noises or things that suddenly appear in their environments, like thunder or a person coming into your home.
Is he being territorial? Does your dog bark at people who pass by your house or car? If so, your dog is barking to protect and proclaim what he sees as his domain.
Dogs can also bark in greeting because they are frustrated when they hear other dogs bark, and more. Your first step is to try
and figure out why your dog is barking. Once you do, then you can tackle the noise.
Here are some ways you can teach your dog to be more quiet:
1. Ignore the barking
This can be hard! It’s especially effective, however, if your dog is barking to get attention or because he wants something. Only pay
attention to your dog when he’s quiet. Keep in mind, if you’ve been rewarding your dog for barking for some time, the barking will get
worse before it gets better. Persevere! If you waffle back and forth, the barking will only continue and likely worsen.
2. Remove the motivation
If your dog is being territorial, block his view of the things that trigger his barking. If he’s barking at things he sees out a window, close
the curtains or blinds, or confine your dog to another area of the house where he can’t see his triggers. You can also find peel-andstick window film in home supply stores that can prevent your dog from seeing through the window.
3. Help your dog be less frightened
To do this, work at a distance from whatever it is that scares your dog; you need to get far enough away that your dog doesn’t bark.
When he sees his trigger, give him some delicious treats before he can bark. As long as he does well at this distance, move slightly
closer and repeat. Gradually work closer and closer to the triggers until your dog begins to feel more comfortable near them because
he anticipates treats. This may take many sessions, depending on how fearful your dog is. If your dog reacts and begins barking, you
went too far.
4. Teach “Hush.”
When your dog is barking, get some treats. When he’s quiet, mark the behaviour with a clicker or a verbal “yes,” and immediately give
him the treat. Repeat. When he is reliably getting quiet faster, put in on cue, “Hush.”
5. Teach him to do something else
Some dogs find it hard to bark when lying down. Some won’t bark if they have a ball in their mouth. Find a behaviour you prefer and
teach your dog to do that instead of making noise.
Teoti Anderson, CPDT, owns Pawsitive Results (getpawsitiveresults.com) and is the past president of the Association of Pet Dog
Trainers. She is the author of Your Outta Control Puppy, Super Simple Guide to Housetraining, Quick and Easy Crate Training, and
Puppy Care and Training.
- See more at: http://moderndogmagazine.com/articles/how-do-i-get-my-dog-stop-barking/76470#sthash.OTvGKeqK.dpuf

We have 2 members with GSP Puppies for Sale
We have 5 male puppies available now. They are 8 was old today and are ready
to go, preferably to hunting homes. They are Garbonita's Hudson being the
grandfather and Pine Hills and manado as well. They are stunning puppy's with
master hunters in their pedigree. If anyone is interested,
you can contact George or Fran Shough at 760-212-0894. or email
gfshough@gmail.com

Ace (NAVHDA GS-011976) X Gaby (NAVHDA GS-011371) puppies tomorrow will be 3wks a nice breeding, between two field
hunt proven dogs.
I will have 5 females ready for new homes 1st wk. in September.
You can email Garo Missakian at vtogaro@cs.com

Do you have anything you want to put
in the Newsletter? Have anything to
Sell? and/or announcement's to
make? . You can do it here, it is free for
all members of Inland Empire NAVHDA
Email me at

Treasures Report
for the month of .
Starting Balance
$ 2,666.96

Ending Balance
$1,560.47

Savings Balance
$3,951.58

woodey1@verizon.net

T-Shirts
For Sale
$18
Large to 2XL
Colors available
black, green &
blaze orange

Bumper Stickers and Decals are Available

Training Days RULES
Guidelines & Procedures
Dogs are to be under control at all times (leash rule is in effect)
Everyone in the field must wear BLAZE ORANGE hat, t-shirt or vest.
Must have completed a hunter safety class or have a hunting license
Children are to be supervised and remain within the designated parking area at all times

No Alcohol on premises
Shotguns must be break action only
Must have active NAVHDA International Membership

Inland Empire
Board Members
President
Cliff Fleming

Please shop our Sponsors

Vice President
Mike Shepherd
Treasure
Mike Macias
Secretary
Training Coordinator
and Web Master
Kraig Dix
Media Coordinator:
Gabriel Awbrey

Newsletter Editor
Dennis Eckenrode
Equipment Office
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Versatile Companion

February 2015
Please send all news and
pictures to me
Dennis Eckenrode
woodey1@verizon.net

Training day
San Jacinto Wildlife Refuge
Sunday February 1st
at 7:30 am

President's Message
We have an exciting New Year coming up with some great scheduled activities and a very busy next few months.
February 1st will be our next training day and the last training day we can train at San Jacinto until June 1st (Bird Nesting Season).
Hunting season will be over unless your going to Mexico and now is the time to start getting your dog back on task. You'll see old
friends and meet our new members and see all the new puppies.
I am really looking forward to March 7th, which will be our annual training seminar here at my place. This has been very popular in
the past and we have got more positive feedback from this training day than any other. What I'm excited about this year is we are
going to add a "Chili Cook off"
Bring your favorite chili recipe and "Tums". After all the wonderful dishes we had at our Christmas Party I am really looking forward
to trying everybody's favorite Chili.
April 5th -training day.
April 18th will be the start of our Handler's Clinic. If you haven't been to one of these I would definitely recommend attending. It's a
great opportunity to gain knowledge from some of the best dog handlers in the industry and learn how and why NAVHDA judges
score dogs/pups the way they do during a NAVHDA Test. This event is limited to 20 participants; we have 10 commitments now so if
you wish to attend, get your entry form in now.
May 2nd -training day.
May 17th is our annual Rattlesnake Avoidance Clinic and this is our largest fund raising event of the year. I don't believe there is a
more important preventive measure that can be done for your dog.
We will be holding our chapter's NAVHDA test on June 6th and 7th. It should be a fun event with all the puppies we have coming.
Finally, as a reminder, please send your membership dues in to Michael Macias. You can get the application and mailing address
off our website or see one of the board members on training day.
Have a great 2015 and enjoy your dogs!
Cliff Fleming
President
Inland Empire NAVHDA

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

What is the Handlers Clinic?
The Handler Clinic is an educational tool developed by NAVHDA to help dog owners and handlers understand the testing system. The
clinics are conducted by designated trained leaders; all of whom are NAVHDA Senior Judges. During the two day clinic weekend, participants experience all aspects of a Natural Ability, Utility Preparatory, and Utility Test. The first few hours of each day is devoted to
informal classroom instruction. There is discussion of Test mechanics, the scoring system and NAVHDA philosophy.
The group then goes out to the field to judge and score dogs being run in the actual Test process. After each dog has run and been
scored, there is a discussion of performance and scoring as observed by the participants and the clinic leader. The discussion includes strengths or weaknesses of training and handling observed in the demonstrations, and how they may have affected the dog's
inherited skills.



Who Should Attend?

People with their first pup see how other dogs work and gain insight into what their pup is doing and why. This helps them to
develop their pup's talents and improve performance in weak areas.
 Novice handlers learn how NAVHDA evaluates versatile dogs, and are better prepared to handle their dogs in a test.
 Experienced handlers gain a deeper, more technical knowledge, of how the team of dog and handler are judged.
Breeders learn what to look for in their breeding stock and their progeny, and how to use NAVHDA records obtained through
our Search Test Records for selective breeding.
For aspiring NAVHDA Judges, attending a Handler Clinic is one of the first steps in our Apprentice Judge Program.
There is a great Video on NAVHDA’S Website and here is a link
http://www.navhda.org/testing/holding-handler-clinic

Inland Empire NAVHDA
Handlers Clinic
April 18th and 19th 2015
the Cost will be $120 but we are offering to our membership
prior to offering it to our sister chapters.
It will be at The Prado Dog Park there will be a Fee to get into the Park.
These are two full days of training you may bring your dog with but might not have a chance to spend
anytime with them. Spot are filling fast there are only a few spots left ...reserve your spot today
Send in your check to
Michael Macias
437 Sycamore Avenue
Brea, Ca. 92821
Payable to Inland Empire NAVHDA

Is your Dog A Senior Dog?
Dogs have different life spans than people, so it can be hard to know exactly when your dog qualifies as a “senior” dog.
That doesn’t mean it’s not important to pay attention – this life stage brings on the risk of age-related health challenges
as well as new opportunities to optimize nutrition.
To help you better understand your dog’s life stage, our experts have some tips for spotting whether or not your dog
has entered old age.

Pay Attention to Their Skin and Coat
Just like people, older dogs’ digestive systems are less efficient in digesting and absorbing nutrients from their meals,
such as fats and other skin-essential nutrients, Your dog may show gray hair, which most commonly occurs on their
muzzle and around their eyes. They also develop dryer, coarser hair, and their coat may start to thin out. You may start
to notice wrinkles on their skin and a brittle texture in their toenails.

Monitor for Hearing and Vision Changes
Older dogs often experience a gradual loss of hearing, which you may notice if your dog stops responding to your commands, or takes longer to take note of what you’re saying. Many older dogs develop cataracts and other eye problems.
Watch closely to see if your dog is bumping into things while he walks, and look into his eyes for signs of cloudiness.

Watch for Reduced Mobility
Senior dogs might show reduced mobility. Early stages of osteoarthritis may be one of the underlying reasons for
reduced mobility. Look for common symptoms like limping, walking slowly, refusing to walk up or down steps
and lack of appetite.

What are signs of some age-related health problems in older dogs?
The best way to spot problems is to know what to look for. Pay attention to abnormal changes like disorientation, reduced social interaction, loss of house training, changes in the sleep-wake cycle, pacing, confusion, barking or crying at
night, lack of appetite and sudden aggression. These can be signs of many problems, whether physical or cognitive.

What should I do if I see these changes in behavior?
The first important thing to do is pay attention and take note of what you see. These changes can be subtle in time. The
more you can spot problems in advance, the better your chances are of getting your dog proactive care before a problem has a chance to get worse. Consult your veterinarian as soon as a problem surfaces so that you can get the most
accurate possible diagnosis.

Older Dogs are Loveable as Ever
A dog is considered senior once he reaches the age of seven and 6 in large breed dogs, but most dogs may live well into
their teens. With the proper nutrition and care, you can help your dog continue to live many more happy days with you
and your family.
Courtesy of Purina.com

Inland Empire NAVHDA
June Test
Friday and Saturday
June 6th and June 7th
N/A and U/T Testing
Cost for N/A Test will be $140.00
Cost for U/T Test will be $165.00
Reserve your spot early, this test will fill fast.

Send the following items to the Chapters Treasure
1. Completed entry form
http://www.navhda.org/sites/www.navhda.org/files/assets/Test_EntryFrm.pdf

2. Copies of any additional documents.
3. Test entry fee

Send in your check to
Michael Macias
437 Sycamore Avenue
Brea, Ca. 92821
Payable to Inland Empire NAVHDA
To join Inland Empire NAVHDA
http://inlandempirenavhda.org/

we are looking for volunteers to help.
If you can help please contact our test secretary
Dennis Eckenrode at
woodey1@verizon.net

January Training Day

2015 Memberships are Due
Our 2015 membership fee are due. You can either print this
page or go to the IE NAVHDA’s website and print that page
and Mail it to Mike at the address below or you can see Mike
at training day to pay your 2015 dues.
http://inlandempirenavhda.org/

Congratulations to Ralph Martinez
on his new Baby Boy
Riley

Ralph Martinez, Gary Johnson and Myself were out shooting some Ducks at
Wister Wildlife Refuge in January a lot of Ducks were flying but we got a few of
them but we had a great time and our dogs were all rock stars

Do you have anything you want to put
in the Newsletter? Have anything to
Sell? and/or announcement's to
make? . You can do it here, it is free for
all members of Inland Empire NAVHDA
Email me at

Treasurers Report
As of January 25, 2015

Checking: $3,076.58
Savings: $3,051.07

woodey1@verizon.net

T-Shirts
For Sale
New colors now available, also in
long sleeve get yours during
training day
$18– for small to XL short sleeve
$20 for 2 XL short sleeve or larger or for long sleeve
$22 for 2XL or larger long sleeve
Colors available are tan, black,
green and blaze orange

Bumper Stickers and Decals are Available

Training Days RULES
Guidelines & Procedures
Dogs are to be under control at all times (leash rule is in effect)
Everyone in the field must wear BLAZE ORANGE hat, t-shirt or vest.
Must have completed a hunter safety class or have a hunting license
Children are to be supervised and remain within the designated parking area at all times

No Alcohol on premises
Shotguns must be break action only
Must have active NAVHDA International Membership

Inland Empire
Board Members
President
Cliff Fleming

Please shop our Sponsors

Vice President
Mike Shepherd
Treasure
Mike Macias
Secretary
Training Coordinator
and Web Master
Kraig Dix
Media Coordinator:
Gabriel Awbrey

Newsletter Editor
Dennis Eckenrode

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

Versatile Companion

January 2015
Please send all news and
pictures to me
Dennis Eckenrode
woodey1@verizon.net

Training Day will be
Saturday January 3rd
at 6:30am at
San Jacinto Wildlife
refuge

President's Message
I hope everyone is having a wonderful holiday season
I can’t Believe 2014 is almost over it seemed like this year has flown by.
This year is going to be an exciting year for our Inland Empire NAVHDA Chapter,
We have several things on the burner including a handlers clinic in the spring
and a Snake avoidance clinic during the summer. Our March training day is going to feature some clinics as well as a Chili lunch, try to make this event it will
be informative and fun. You can visit our website to see some of the dates we
have already set for training day so you can put them in your calendar.
I would also like to mention that Cynthia Long and Brett Marek have decided to
step aside and take a breather, and I would like to thank them again for serving
on the board. And I would like to welcome new board member Michael Macias
as Treasure. Michael will bring a lot of fresh ideas to the board and I am looking
forward to working with him. Kraig Dix is going to take over the Training Day
coordinator duties I know Kraig is up to the task.
See you on training day.

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

Inland Empire NAVHDA
Is proud to present
The Handlers Clinic
April 18th and 19th 2015
the Cost will be $120 but we are offering to our membership
prior to offering it to our sister chapters.
It will be at The Prado Dog Park there will be a Fee to get into the Park.
These are two full days of training you may bring your dog with but might not have a chance to spend
anytime with them. Spot are filling fast there are only a few spots left ...reserve your spot today
Send in your check to
Michael Macias
437 Sycamore Avenue
Brea, Ca. 92821
Payable to Inland Empire NAVHDA

Litter announcement
Great Oaks Kennel
Is proud to present
Sire, VC Great Oak’s Wild One
MH (Beau)
Dame, Great Oak’s Take Aim
(Sugar)
email Gabby for more details
and you can see both pedigrees
at
http://www.gundogbreeders.com/breeders-california/
great-oaks.html

There are some new changes to the Inland Empire NAVHDA Board you
should be aware of Brett Marek and Cynthia Long have both stepped down
and Michael Macias is Our New Treasure and Kraig Dix will be taking over
the Duties of Training Coordinator. Everyone knows how great of a Job Kraig
does already training so I am sure this new responsibility is right in his wheel
house…
Most of you know Michael Macias but there might be a few of you who has
not have met him yet. So I asked him to write a short introduction so you
may get to meet him. before you meet him..

I am very pleased to take a position on the Board as
Treasurer for 2015. I have been a member for two
years and have found that our leaders are very dedicated and hardworking. They don’t hesitate to do
whatever is needed to make our chapter a great
place to train our gun dogs with a friendly group. I
am honored to be asked and glad to help.

I’d like to give a special thanks to outgoing Treasurer
Brett Marek. He served the position for a year and a half until I was able to step
in. This is a very responsible job and takes regular time to keep our accounts and
cash flow in order. He did an excellent job, and accounts have been safe and
growing. Brett is a valuable member and a great guy. Thank you, Brett.
I am looking forward to a great 2015. See you in the training fields!
Michael Macias

2015 Memberships are Due
Our 2015 membership fee are due. You can either print this
page or go to the IE NAVHDA’s website and print that page
and Mail it to Mike at the address below or you can see Mike
at training day to pay your 2015 dues.
http://inlandempirenavhda.org/

Christmas Potluck and December Training Day

Hunting Season

We all know this Rock Star “Beau”. Here is his Bounty for the day a few weeks ago and
now Pressure is on for Brett and his new Puppy Roxie to produce this well

Here are two photos from a recent hunt for Jim Bellmeyer and his
trusty companion Gunner with some mountain quail and chukar.

Letter from Cliff Fleming
Due to current circumstances I have decided to sell my young GSP "Jake". Jake will be 9mos. old today
Dec21st. Jake was a "Natural Ability Prize 1" with a max score at a very young 6 months of age. Jake is
exceptional and I will only sell him to a home that will hunt and/or compete with him in field dog venues.
Jake is currently being steadied to wing and shot. I was also going to start his force fetch training. Jake
was going to be a future sire for my Kennel and I will reserve
breeding rights to him upon sale. Jake is fast, flashy with a
beautiful point and excellent nose. Pup also loves water work.
Jake was chosen by me for the excellent field bloodlines that I
like.
Jake is out of Scott Bodenstab's excellent "HiTalyn Kennel" in Texas. Scott is an AKC "Breeder Of Merit". Jake's sire is a 3 time NGDC and RU, He is also a FC. Jake's
Dam is a NSDC / NGDC and FC. You may view all of these dogs
accomplishments and pedigrees at Hi-Talyn kennels website.
I believe you will have a hard time finding a better bred American Shorthair. I spent much time and considered many different
kennels before choosing this pup.
Jake will be for sale for $2,500.00 and as I normally due there
will be a discount if he goes to a NAVHDA home.
Not only is Jake a great hunting dog he can
dance pretty great as well

Thank you,
Cliff Fleming

I want to see this kind of training
at our next training day

Do you have anything you want to put
in the Newsletter? Have anything to
Sell? and/or announcement's to
make? . You can do it here, it is free for
all members of Inland Empire NAVHDA
Email me at
woodey1@verizon.net

Inland Empire NAVHDA
Newsletter January 2015
Treasurer’s Report
Mike Macias, Treasurer
michael.macias@att.net
Account Balances as of
December 23, 2014
Savings
Checking

$2,900.99
$2,708.58

The Inland Empire NAVHDA Chapter is a 501-C
Non-profit organization

T-Shirts
For Sale
New colors now available, also in
long sleeve get yours during
training day
$18– for small to XL short sleeve
$20 for 2 XL short sleeve or larger or for long sleeve
$22 for 2XL or larger long sleeve
Colors available are tan, black,
green and blaze orange

Bumper Stickers and Decals are Available
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Training Days RULES
Guidelines & Procedures

Dogs are to be under control at all times (leash rule is in effect)
Everyone in the field must wear BLAZE ORANGE hat, t-shirt or vest.
Must have completed a hunter safety class or have a hunting license
Children are to be supervised and remain within the designated parking area at all times
No Alcohol on premises
Shotguns must be break action only
Must have active NAVHDA International Membership

Inland Empire
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President
Cliff Fleming

Please shop our Sponsors

Vice President
Mike Shepherd
Treasure
Mike Macias
Secretary
Jim Bellmeyer
Training Coordinator
and Web Master
Kraig Dix
Media Coordinator:
Gabriel Awbrey

Newsletter Editor
Dennis Eckenrode

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

Versatile Companion

July 2015
Please send all news and
pictures to me
Dennis Eckenrode
woodey1@verizon.net

Training Day
At
San Jacinto Wildlife Refuge
July 11th at 7am

President's Message
On June 6th & 7th our N.A and Utility Tests were a huge success. We had some hiccups to
start with Prado double booking our test field. Our test volunteers stepped up and were
able to work with the other club, and I believe we ended up with a much better field. Our
judges were very complimentary of all our volunteer support and how our test was run
efficiently. Great job!
I especially enjoyed watching young Mac West. Mac is a Junior NAVHDA member who ran
his pup at our test and attended our Handler’s Clinic. Mac’s young dog received a great
score of 104 and a Prize II. In keeping with NAVDHA’s mission to support youth in our
sport, our Board agreed to pay for half the entry fees at the test and at the clinic for any
junior members.
We will be announcing a Fall Test to be held in November and we will continue paying for
half of the entry fees for any junior member who participates. There are other benefits
available for junior members through NAVHDA International. Please contact me if you’re
a junior member or parent of a junior member, and I’d be happy to assist you.
Finally, it’s starting out to be a very hot summer. Keep those dogs cool!
Cliff Fleming
President
Inland Empire NAVHDA

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

Last month Our chapter upgraded 3 of our existing launchers and purchased 3 brand new launchers with remotes so
we can conduct our training days at a faster pace..

Training day this month will be held at San Jacinto Wildlife refuge
July 11th at 7am
Please bring a lot of water for both yourself and your dog some
sunscreen and a Hat, It looks like it will be a warm day
in the mid ninety's
Please remember to order birds from Kraig Dix
At info-dfs@hotmail.com

We held our Test June 6th at San Jacinto Wildlife Refuge and June 7th at Prado Dog Park
both days the weather held up for us and they were beautiful days we had a lot of
great dogs that ran in the test. And there was a lot of dogs that won prize’s, overall it
was a great weekend.
I would like to congratulate Cliff Fleming, 2 of his 3 dogs he tested, Belle and Max received a prize 1, also Brett Marek and Roxy for receiving a maximum score prize 1 as
well.
All of our test scores can be read at
http://www.navhda.us/Reports/ReportToPDF.aspx
I would also like to take a moment and thank the volunteers you guys really came
through for the Chapter this time, the Judges were really impressed with how much
support we had from our volunteers and how well everyone knew there role and responsibilities I know I will miss a few of you but I want to thank all of you for your hard
work. Our Field Marshalls were Mike Shepard and Michael Macias they did a great job
in keeping the pace moving along. Pat Beaver did a wonderful job of keeping our Judges happy and hydrated. Ty Mitchell, Steve Engelau and Bird boy Brelan keep our bird
fresh and planted. Our gunners did a great Job they were Matt Moore, Brett Marek and
Ralph Martinez.. Kraig Dix was my left arm when it came to setting up the water…thank
you Kraig… Lunches would of not been possible without Linda Mitchell, Shelly O’Donnell and Irene Fradella. Irene and Rodge Fradella also took a lot of the Great Pictures
you will see below. Finally I would like to thank the Judges, they were Awesome, Ruth
Weiss, Mark Krueger and Herb Schoderer. I don’t think we could have had a better
judging team. They were true Pros and I appreciated there professionalism. They spent
two days walking in the sun, they don’t get a dime for their time, they do it for the love
of the Dog. You have to respect that.
This was the first time I was selected as Test Secretary, and I hope not the last. I
learned so much from this experience and Mike Shepard was pivotal in teaching me
the ropes, I had several long chats with Shep over the course of the 6 months it took to
get this test together. I am sure he will tell you I was sweating the small stuff and he
had the ability to calm me down. Thank you Shep..…Also Brett Marek was there for me
in helping me plan …I spent many breaks at work with Brett talking to him about it and
trying to figure stuff out and wasting his break time…and he was a great sounding
board.
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Do you have anything you want to put
in the Newsletter? Have anything to
Sell? and/or announcement's to
make? . You can do it here, it is free for
all members of Inland Empire NAVHDA
Email me at

Treasures Report
for the month of June.
Starting Balance
$3,777.50

Ending Balance
$2,666.96

Savings Balance
$3,801.48

woodey1@verizon.net

T-Shirts
For Sale
$18
Large to 2XL
Colors available
black, green &
blaze orange

Bumper Stickers and Decals are Available

Training Days RULES
Guidelines & Procedures
Dogs are to be under control at all times (leash rule is in effect)
Everyone in the field must wear BLAZE ORANGE hat, t-shirt or vest.
Must have completed a hunter safety class or have a hunting license
Children are to be supervised and remain within the designated parking area at all times

No Alcohol on premises
Shotguns must be break action only
Must have active NAVHDA International Membership

Inland Empire
Board Members
President
Cliff Fleming

Please shop our Sponsors

Vice President
Mike Shepherd
Treasure
Mike Macias
Secretary
Training Coordinator
and Web Master
Kraig Dix
Media Coordinator:
Gabriel Awbrey

Newsletter Editor
Dennis Eckenrode

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

Versatile Companion

March

2015

Please send all news and
pictures to me
Dennis Eckenrode
woodey1@verizon.net

Message from Mike Shepard

Training Day
Clinics and
chili cook off at
Cliffs Ranch
March,7th

Hello everyone, how goes the new year? I Don't know about all of you but I have been crazy busy. And as you can tell our chapter is going to be very busy this first half of the year.
Starting off with our 1st chili cook-off / clinic March 7th. We hope to make this an yearly
event. Cliff has Put together a great team of people to help us understand what is needed,
what to do and how to train your dog in a few areas, along with ask the judge, grooming
tips and more. This looks to be a great event, along with the chili. Good times to be had.
Then we get to our handlers clinic April 18th and 19th at Prado.
We still have a few spots open for this event. This is great event to learn from an senior
judge, on how your dogs are evaluated in the field on test day, you will have discussion's
with the judge and get in groups to watch dogs, run field tests then you get to make your
own scores as groups. on what just happen. this is a two day event and is very informative.
Not done after all that, we get to May 17th our rattlesnake avoidance clinic.
which I can tell you first hand that this works. This will be held at Cliff ranch. This is one of
the few things that you can do to help keep your best friend safe in the field. and you get to
mingle with others as well. we have some room so sign up as soon as you can.
Guess what, I am not done yet. Then we get to our test June 6th & 7th at Prado.
This will be a NA and UT test. if you plan on running in the test please sign up early. Spots
can fill very quickly.
As with any event we need volunteer's. If you can our are thinking about helping. Please
see Dennis or myself this coming weekend. all help is greatly appreciated even if for only a
of a day.

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

Training Day and Chili Cook Off March 7th
Gates open ay 6:30 for set up and airing out there dogs but gates will close at
7:55 until 9:45 so we will not be interrupted during seminars so give yourself
plenty of time If you want to prepare some Chili, power will be provided for
you just bring your crock pot and fixing

Everyone is welcome to attend this fun event so bring your family out
we are also inviting Southern California and San Diego Chapters to join
us so we should see a lot of friends their
Location is at

the Fleming Ranch
29600 Patterson Ave.
Winchester, CA 92596
For maps go to
www.inlandempirenavhda.gov

Inland Empire NAVHDA
June Test
Friday and Saturday
June 6th and June 7th
N/A and U/T Testing
Cost for N/A Test will be $140.00
Cost for U/T Test will be $165.00
Reserve your spot early, this test will fill fast.

Send the following items to the Chapters Treasure
1. Completed entry form
http://www.navhda.org/sites/www.navhda.org/files/assets/Test_EntryFrm.pdf

2. Copies of any additional documents.
3. Test entry fee

Send in your check to
Michael Macias
437 Sycamore Avenue
Brea, Ca. 92821
Payable to Inland Empire NAVHDA
To join Inland Empire NAVHDA
http://inlandempirenavhda.org/

we are looking for volunteers to help.
If you can help please contact our test secretary
Dennis Eckenrode at
woodey1@verizon.net

What is the Handlers Clinic?
The Handler Clinic is an educational tool developed by NAVHDA to help dog owners and handlers understand the testing system. The clinics are conducted by designated trained leaders; all of whom are NAVHDA Senior Judges. During the two day clinic weekend, participants
experience all aspects of a Natural Ability, Utility Preparatory, and Utility Test. The first few hours of each day is devoted to informal classroom instruction. There is discussion of Test mechanics, the scoring system and NAVHDA philosophy.
The group then goes out to the field to judge and score dogs being run in the actual Test process. After each dog has run and been scored,
there is a discussion of performance and scoring as observed by the participants and the clinic leader. The discussion includes strengths or
weaknesses of training and handling observed in the demonstrations, and how they may have affected the dog's inherited skills.

Who Should Attend?


People with their first pup see how other dogs work and gain insight into what their pup is doing and why. This helps them to develop
their pup's talents and improve performance in weak areas.



Novice handlers learn how NAVHDA evaluates versatile dogs, and are better prepared to handle their dogs in a test.



Experienced handlers gain a deeper, more technical knowledge, of how the team of dog and handler are judged.

Breeders learn what to look for in their breeding stock and their progeny, and how to use NAVHDA records obtained through our Search
Test Records for selective breeding.
For aspiring NAVHDA Judges, attending a Handler Clinic is one of the first steps in our Apprentice Judge Program.
There is a great Video on NAVHDA’S Website and here is a link
http://www.navhda.org/testing/holding-handler-clinic

Inland Empire NAVHDA
Handlers Clinic
April 18th and 19th 2015
The opportunity to attend this event is running out . the Cost will be $120
It will be at The Prado Dog Park there will be a Fee to get into the Park.
These are two full days of training you may bring your dog with but might not have a chance to spend
anytime with them. Spot are filling fast there are only a few spots left ...reserve your spot today
Send in your check to
Michael Macias
437 Sycamore Avenue
Brea, Ca. 92821
Payable to Inland Empire NAVHDA

PROTECT YOUR DOG

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW
OPEN TO ALL BREEDS
Sunday May 17th
29600 Patterson Ave.
Winchester, CA 92596
Sponsored by Inland Empire Chapter of NAVHDA
North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association
For more details and directions: www.inlandempirenavhda.org
$75.00 per dog
mike@inlandempirenavhda.org
Every year dogs are bitten by Rattlesnakes through out our area requiring vet bills that
range from $1500.00 to $5000.00. Avoidance training will teach your dog to identify the sight,
smell and sound of a Rattlesnake and to stay clear. If you live near a canyon, a greenbelt, a
park, an open field or just enjoy a hike in the country with your dog, you could run into a
Rattlesnake.
The Rattlesnake population is on an upswing and an encounter is likely.
AVOIDANCE TRAINING COULD SAVE YOUR DOGS LIFE

From the Check cord

www.checkcord.com

Bird dog owners come from all walks of life, ages, genders and activities. Being a bird hunter has it's
special challenges that we all must meet and conquer. From the weekend hunter who just takes
the family pet out to the old place to chase a few birds now and again to those who haul a trailer
full to several states all season long and then continue to run their dogs in bird dog trials and tests
year 'round, it's never easy. These pursuits can sometimes be a hazard to health, checkbook and
family life, as well all know. So as a public service to our readers I would like you to please take a
moment and take The Checkcord's "You might be a a Bird-Dogger..." test to see how you and your
dogs score. (Keep track of the points of all of your "Yes" answers to see where you stand)
You just might be a bird-dogger if....
 on any wall of your home there is affixed more than one tail feather of any bird species. (2 pts)
 there is a mounted bird of any game species displayed in your home that you did not shoot or
buy yourself. (3 pts...5 pts if there is a switch to make it's eyes light up.)
 there is a whole, dead game bird of any species in your deep freeze right now! (2 pts)
 you have ever let your dog practice water retrieves in the swimming pool (2 pts...3 pts if your
spouse knows about it...5 pts if it's the neighbor's pool...10 pts. if any of this involves the dead
bird from the previous question.)
 you know right off the top of your head what time "Huntin' with Hank" comes on TV each
week. (3 pts...4 pts if you have ever forced your dog to stay up and watch with you...7 pts if you
have actually written the network regarding your ideas for a show starring the two of you.)
 you have ever paid more for a shotgun than you did for the vehicle you are currently driving. (5
pts..give yourself 6 pts if your blank pistol cost more than this shotgun.)
 you have ever traveled to hunt out of state and paid over $50.00 for a non-resident hunting license, having driven there in a car with license plates that expired more than 2 months prior. (5
pts...6 pts if this trip involved the car from the previous question.)
 the last time you bought your "significant other" any jewelry was during the Reagan administration but your dogs never go into the field with less than $350 worth of gear buckled around
their necks. (5 pts)...- 5 pts if your spouse requires your to wear "the gear" around your neck
when you leave the house together.
 any of your children have ever ridden anywhere while inside the dog box in your vehicle. (2
pts...1 additional pt for each dog that was in there with them at the time)
 you have snuck a bird dog into a hotel room in the last 12 months (4 pts...5 pts if the only hotels
you stay in are in towns where you don't have to sneak them in.)
 yes, in fact, you do have a perfectly good reason why your 10 year-old child needs 3 shotguns.
(5 pts...6 pts if one of those guns is in 28 gauge)
 you regard out-of-state licenses, chaps and boxes of copper-plated shotgun loads as the perfect
holiday season gift...for your spouse. (4 pts)
 Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Days are significant to you mostly because all the
"amateurs" are at home with their in-laws on those days. (3 pts...4 pts if you hunted out-ofstate on any of those days last year...5 pts if any of your in-laws were along...6 pts if you were
hunting on their ground.)

 you have trouble remembering the names of new acquaintances unless they have their dog with
them at the time. (3 pts...give yourself 5 pts if you have this same problem with relatives...6 pts if
it applies to any of your relatives from the previous question.)
 you have not seen your garage door remote control for more than a year but have successfully
trained your dog to "hunt dead" for trainer transmitters lost in the field. (5 pts....-5 pts if your
spouse has had to train the dog to "hunt dead" for you)
 you can't remember your wedding anniversary, but you have the birth dates and AKC#'s of at
least two of your dogs committed to memory. (3 pts)
 your hunting vest is at least 5 years old and your newest good suit is even older (2 pts. The ladies
may substitute "dress" for the suit as long as you have not ever actually been hunting while
wearing the dress. Gentlemen wishing to substitute "dress" for "suit", should please stop now.
You are logged in to the wrong website...)
 at your house, all of the garbage goes in dog food bags and all of the dog food is in nice new
trash cans. (2 pts)
 you can't remember the name of your child's current classroom teacher, BUT you have the number for your "bird lady" on speed dial on every phone you own. (5 pts)...(give yourself 6 pts on
this one if you were smart enough to marry your "bird lady " or "bird guy")
 the amount you have paid for all of your "dress shoes" in the last 5 years does not add up to the
amount you spent on the last pair of hunting boots you bought. (4 pts)
 you have already informed your children that any boyfriends or girlfriends they bring home for
you to meet will be evaluated soley on the basis of the acreage of "bird huntin' ground" their
family owns. (3 pts...give yourself 10 pts if you have already arranged a marriage for your 10 year
-old with same)
 you have ever paid for memberships in dog clubs representing breeds you would never own
yourself. (3 pts... 4 pts if that club was in another state. However, if the club was a German Wirehaired Pointer Club in any case...0 pts)
 you have ever had to raid the "dog first aid kit" for antibiotic salve to patch up a family member
who got hurt at home because you haven't otherwise kept such an item on hand for at least 10
years. (3 pts...4 pts if the treatment also required you to use the needle and sutures from this
dog first aid kit on said family member)
SCORING:
1-20 pts - mild bird-dogitis; go buy another puppy this instant!
20-30 pts - moderate acute bird-dogitis - the only know cures are a weekend hunting trip with the
dog or a new shotgun. (Better do both just to be sure!)
30-40 pts - severe chronic bird-dogitis - Treatment with multiple non-resident licenses has been
know to be successful. You and your dog must attend the Cliff Flemings 12-step program, and watch
re-runs of "Huntin' with Hank" for 24 hours straight, two times a month for the next year.
50+ pts - Terminal bird-dogitis- Hi Shep, see you on Saturday!

2015 Memberships are Due
Our 2015 membership fee are due. You can either print this
page or go to the IE NAVHDA’s website and print that page
and Mail it to Mike at the address below or you can see Mike
at training day to pay your 2015 dues.
http://inlandempirenavhda.org/

I would like to Thank Sylvia Hanson and Rodge and Irene Fradella for taking these pictures
You have made my job so much easier and were able to show and take pictures I was unable to take. Thanks for taking the time to help make the newsletter better

Do you have anything you want to put
in the Newsletter? Have anything to
Sell? and/or announcement's to
make? . You can do it here, it is free for
all members of Inland Empire NAVHDA
Email me at

Treasures Report
for the month of February
Starting Balance
$3,076.58

Ending Balance
$3,926.58

Savings Balance
$3,201.14

woodey1@verizon.net

T-Shirts
For Sale
New colors now available, also in
long sleeve get yours during
training day
$18– for small to XL short sleeve
$20 for 2 XL short sleeve or larger or for long sleeve
$22 for 2XL or larger long sleeve
Colors available are tan, black,
green and blaze orange

Bumper Stickers and Decals are Available
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Training Days RULES
Guidelines & Procedures
Dogs are to be under control at all times (leash rule is in effect)
Everyone in the field must wear BLAZE ORANGE hat, t-shirt or vest.
Must have completed a hunter safety class or have a hunting license
Children are to be supervised and remain within the designated parking area at all times

No Alcohol on premises
Shotguns must be break action only
Must have active NAVHDA International Membership

Inland Empire
Board Members
President
Cliff Fleming

Please shop our Sponsors

Vice President
Mike Shepherd
Treasure
Mike Macias
Secretary
Training Coordinator
and Web Master
Kraig Dix
Media Coordinator:
Gabriel Awbrey

Newsletter Editor
Dennis Eckenrode

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

Versatile Companion

May 2015
Please send all news and
pictures to me
Dennis Eckenrode
woodey1@verizon.net

Mock Test and
Training day
Prado Dog Park

President's Message

Saturday May 16th
7:30am

Our recent Handler’s Clinic was a huge success largely because of the work done by our excellent group of volunteers. I wish to personally thank Gary Willhite, Garo Missakian, Rodge & Irene Fradella, Matt Moore and Mike
Shepherd. Awesome job Guys and Gals! Phillip Swain our Clinic leader mentioned a couple times that we had
done a great job of organizing and running this event.
We had a very full Clinic with 17 participants including two junior members. Philip Swain our Clinic Leader did an
excellent job. I received a ton of positive feedback and I believed we all gained knowledge and new insight into
actually how difficult it is to evaluate dogs in tests. If you ever have an opportunity to attend one of these events
do it. The knowledge you gain will not only help you understand why judges score your pup/dog the way they
did, I believe you will become a better Handler too.
Phillip Swain “Phil” was a guest in our home for the duration of this event and it was a pleasure hosting him. I’ve
said many times the best thing about belonging to NAVHDA is the opportunity to meet new people who share
your interest and love for dogs. In the short 4 years that I have been involved with NAVHDA I have made many
new friends that I thoroughly enjoy spending time with.
My personal Mentor when I joined NAVHDA was “Gabby” Gabriel Awbrey and I will thank him again for getting
me involved in the wonderful organization that is NAVHDA.
I would like to hear from some of you who may wish to give a short synopsis on how they became involved in
NAVHDA and thank their Mentor in a future newsletter. Please email me your story to my address at cliffandsandy@hotmail.com. I will see that your thank you gets printed in an upcoming newsletter.

Cliff

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

Some thoughts on NAVHDA and training a hunting dog
By: Phil Swain
Senior Judge NAVHDA

These days, our focus on hunting is very critical. The number of people, who have actually hunted, in a
variety of conditions, and for a variety of upland birds and waterfowl, is on the decline. This statistic is
often very obvious in the people who are entering NAVHDA tests. While the lack of knowledge these
folks have can be frustrating, we need to remember that it is important to gain allies for our sport-especially in these times when attacks on the hunting community and pet owners in general are increasing. All of us, we should remember, had to start without much knowledge at some point in time.

In order to build our chapter and increase awareness, while being open to helping inexperienced or new
members, we need to work to develop knowledge and integrity in some of the following areas:

1. We have to be hunters ourselves. Without the knowledge working a dog in the field on wild game
brings to us, we will, sooner or later, and probably often, be at a loss to understand what our hunting
dogs are doing and why. We handicap the dog and ourselves when we don't try to increase our
knowledge of what it takes for a dog to put together a successful hunt on wild birds.

2. We need to constantly stress the conservation aspects of our activities. From participating with the
Ruffed Grouse Society, Pheasants forever, Quail Unlimited, Ducks Unlimited and so on, we need to
stress our participation in developing habitat and conserving game and non-game species. This advocacy of conservation needs to be reflected in every aspect of our NAVHDA events, from how we handle the
birds used in the test (before, and importantly after use), how we treat our dogs and the general environment we create around all of our training, testing and hunting events.

3. NAVHDA is an expensive activity. Generally, people involved have discretionary money and therefore have some level of success in their life. In any event, they understand the value of a dollar. This
means we, as representatives of NAVHDA and our sport, must ensure people believe they have received good value for their investment of money, time and effort in our activities. We need to be good
communicators, knowledgeable and approachable by each other and by people who come to observe
and participate in our activities.

4. Above all, we must work to increase our knowledge and our ability to care for and enhance the performance of our dogs. From nutrition and conditioning to training, we must strive to do the best we can
for the dogs. After all, without them, we wouldn't have NAVHDA and our related activities

PROTECT YOUR DOG

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW
OPEN TO ALL BREEDS
Sunday May 17th
29600 Patterson Ave.
Winchester, CA 92596
Sponsored by Inland Empire Chapter of NAVHDA
North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association
For more details and directions: www.inlandempirenavhda.org
$75.00 per dog
mike@inlandempirenavhda.org
Every year dogs are bitten by Rattlesnakes through out our area requiring vet bills that
range from $1500.00 to $5000.00. Avoidance training will teach your dog to identify the sight,
smell and sound of a Rattlesnake and to stay clear. If you live near a canyon, a greenbelt, a
park, an open field or just enjoy a hike in the country with your dog, you could run into a
Rattlesnake.
The Rattlesnake population is on an upswing and an encounter is likely.
AVOIDANCE TRAINING COULD SAVE YOUR DOGS LIFE

Inland Empire NAVHDA
June Test
Saturday and Sunday
June 6th and June 7th
N/A and U/T Testing
Cost for N/A Test will be $140.00
Cost for U/T Test will be $165.00
Reserve your spot early, this test will fill fast.

Send the following items to the Chapters Treasure
1. Completed entry form
http://www.navhda.org/sites/www.navhda.org/files/assets/Test_EntryFrm.pdf

2. Copies of any additional documents.
3. Test entry fee

Send in your check to
Michael Macias
437 Sycamore Avenue
Brea, Ca. 92821
Payable to Inland Empire NAVHDA
To join Inland Empire NAVHDA
http://inlandempirenavhda.org/

we are looking for volunteers to help.
If you can help please contact our test secretary
Dennis Eckenrode at
woodey1@verizon.net

Ask The Experts
We Are starting a new feature in the
newsletter named ask the Expert if
you have any questions or puzzled
by something your dog is doing, or
something strange. ask the experts
here, Somebody will be able to answer you whether its Cliff, Shep or
Gabby somebody is going to be able
to find the answer for you .Plus you
will be sharing in-valuable information on to your club members
email me at woodey1@verizon.net
and we will answer it in next months
newsletter
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Do you have anything you want to put
in the Newsletter? Have anything to
Sell? and/or announcement's to
make? . You can do it here, it is free for
all members of Inland Empire NAVHDA
Email me at

Treasures Report
for the month of April 2015
Starting Balance
$3,776.61

Ending Balance
$ 3,884.97

Savings Balance
$3,501.30

woodey1@verizon.net

T-Shirts
For Sale
$18
Large to 2XL
Colors available
black, green &
blaze orange

Bumper Stickers and Decals are Available

Training Days RULES
Guidelines & Procedures
Dogs are to be under control at all times (leash rule is in effect)
Everyone in the field must wear BLAZE ORANGE hat, t-shirt or vest.
Must have completed a hunter safety class or have a hunting license
Children are to be supervised and remain within the designated parking area at all times

No Alcohol on premises
Shotguns must be break action only
Must have active NAVHDA International Membership

Inland Empire
Board Members
President
Cliff Fleming

Please shop our Sponsors

Vice President
Mike Shepherd
Treasure
Mike Macias
Secretary
Training Coordinator
and Web Master
Kraig Dix
Media Coordinator:
Gabriel Awbrey

Newsletter Editor
Dennis Eckenrode
Equipment Officer
John O'Donnell

www.inlandempirenavhda.org

