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A Life of the Mind

This diagram covers only the university’s
primary recurring schemes of operation;
it does not consider either conditioning
or sublating operations between the three
primary levels of intelligibility.

The key insight is a differentiation between
three primary levels of intelligibily: those
who chose to follow a life of the mind, the
organizations that arise as those interested
in living such a life come together, and the
internal arrangements that are necessary for
any such group to exist within society at large.
Note that scale matters. When the numbers
are small, power, authority, and influence
are grounded in specific individuals and the
academies they establish. When the numbers
are large, the balance of power shifts to legal
and governmental resources needed to meet
external regulatior and accredation standards.
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The value of such a conceptual scheme is
that it lays out in one image a wide variety of
operations that are constantly in play in any
university. Each event in such a complex set
of recurring schemes playing out in time and
space will eventually impact other events.

This structure is highly dependent on the
categories and relationships laid out in the
Schematic. Not only is the “choosing” column
a subset of the life-cycle stratum but the
tripart virtical differentiation reflects the
stratum of the human good.
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Note also that any critical evaluation requires
the use of a metalanguage.
casual encounters
fostering cooperation

family units

Living the Life of the Mind

Real World Conditions

Recurring Schemes of Operations that define
a university such as Concordia.
A Cosmopolis Exercise in appropriating Lonergan’s
world view of emergent probability
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