WEST VIRGINIA

Had the highest state death rate during the Vietnam War with 84.1 deaths per 100,000.

The national average death rate for males in 1970 was 58.9

732 WEST VIRGINIANS LOST THEIR LIVES

US ARMY--503        US NAVY—21        US AIR FORCE—27

US MARINE CORPS—181      US COAST GUARD—0

Medal of Honor recipients from the Vietnam Era (5 August 1964-7 May 1975)

Sgt. Ted Belcher (1st Battalion, 14th Infantry, 25th Infanty Division) a native of Accoville, was killed when he fell on a grenade at Plei Djerang on 19 November 1966, saving his troop’s lives.

Cpl. Thomas W. Bennett (medic, 1st Ballalion, 14th Infantry) a native of Morgantown, was killed in the Chu Pa Region of Pleiku Province on 11 February 1969, while trying to save the life of a soldier. For three days, he had been providing medical aid to wounded soldiers under heavy gunfire.

S/Sgt Robert W. Hartsock (44th Infantry Platoon, 3rd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division) who entered the service at Fairmont, was killed when he fell on a satchel charge in Hau Nghia Province on 23 February 1969, to save the lives of other soldiers.

Sp4c. Carmel B. Harvey (1st Cavalry Division Airmobile) a Montgomery native, was killed when enemy fire exploded a grenade attached to his belt while charging an enemy position in Binh Dinh Province on 21 June 1967.

PFC Phill G. McDonald (1st Battalion, 14th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division) an Avondale (McDowell County) native, was killed while providing cover fire near Kontum City on 7 June 1968.

Pvt. Gary W. Martini (2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st Marine Division) of Charleston, saved the life of a wounded soldier after being fatally wounded himself at Binh Son on 21 April 1967.

S/Sgt Frankie Zoly Molnar (8th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division) a Logan native, was killed when he fell on a grenade in Knontum province on 20 May 19567, to save the lives of other soldiers.

Lt. Col. Charles C. Rogers (1st Battalion, 5th Artillery, 1st Infantry Division) a native of Claremont (Fayette County), was seriously wounded but continued to lead an artillery attack at Fishhook near the Cambodian border on 1 November 1968.

S/Sgt Jimmy G. Stewart (12the Calvary, 1st Cavalry Division Airmobile) a West Columbia native was killed while singlehandedly defending a position on 18 May 1966.

