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Aquatic Plant Identification Workshop
Held in August
On August 20 and 21, seven CLA board members and
three of their spouses attended an aquatic plant
identification workshop led by Mary Blickenderfer,
Minnesota Extension, Grand Rapids. Participants were
Ann & Tom Beaver, Charlie Boudrye, Bruce Helland, Dan
Hurley, Rich & Dororthy Johnson, Jim Kostreba, and
Carol & Greg Lindahl.
During the Monday evening session, Blickenderfer taught
participants the key traits to examine when trying to
identify aquatic plants and how to utilize the Field Guide
to Identification of Minnesota Aquatic Plants she gave
each person.
Tuesday the group met at the Beaver home on Lower
Cullen and split themselves between two pontoons. One
pontoon worked in the east half of the lake and one in the
west half, collecting plant samples which they placed in
baggies with water, carefully marking a lake map with the
location of each sample and labeling the baggie
accordingly.

Once back on shore, Blickenderfer assisted participants in
identifying the plants in each baggie and recording the
plants and their locations on data collection sheets. These
sheets will be used in future years to monitor any changes
taking place in the aquatic plant communities, especially
watching for the spread of the invasive species, curlyleaf
pondweed. She also demonstrated how to press one
sample of each plant with a label, pressings which she will
laminate this winter and return to the lake association next
spring for future use in identifying the aquatic plants in the
Cullen Lakes.
The workshop was limited to 12 participants, since it was
an intensive hands on experience.
Next year the
participants will train additional people on the lakes in
identifying aquatic plants. The goal is to have volunteers
on all three Cullen Lakes who are able to conduct an
annual plant sampling to watch for invasive species and
changes in lake plant communities. They will also be able
to assist lakeshore property owners in distinguishing
between desirable native aquatic plants and invasive
aquatic plants off their shorelines.
If you would like to be considered for participation in this
project in future years, please contact one of the CLA
Environmental Issues Committee co-chairs, Jim Kostreba
or Ann Beaver.

Morning Annual Meeting Was a Success
Feedback on the time change of the Annual Meeting
indicated it was a good idea. In addition to conducting the
usual business, 63 people enjoyed coffee, juice, and
p a s t r i e s w h i l e l i s t e n i n g t o J o h n S z a f r a n s k i ’s
comprehensive update on treating curlyleaf pondweed in
the Cullen Lakes and a history presentation by Dorothy
and Rich Johnson, Lower Cullen Lake.

2012 Lake Shoreline Awards
At the 31st Annual Meeting of the Cullen Lakes
Association (CLA), two properties on the Cullen Lakes
chain were honored for having a lake-friendly shoreline.
Recipients of the 2012 Lake-Friendly Shoreline Award are
Dan and Kay Long, Lower Cullen (L62 on the map/guide)
and Monica Granrud and Angie Ike, Middle Cullen (M74
on the map/guide).
In his acceptance remarks Dan told how, years ago, logs
were used to stabilize the shoreline, logs that are still in
place under
the
new
growth. All
they have
done is not
mow, scatter
wildflower
seeds, and
nurture what
grows.
He
said it is the
first time he
has received
an award for
d o i n g
nothing!
photo by John
Szafranski

Monica and Angie, relatively new property owners, said all
they have done is continue the practice of the previous
owners who
left
the
shoreline
natural except
for a path to
the dock.
T h e y
expressed
t h e i r
appreciation
for being
welcomed
into
the
Cullen Lakes
family.

photo by Tom
Beaver

Also awarded at the Annual Meeting was the third annual
Most Improved Shoreline Award.
This year’s recipients of the award are John and Connie
Szafranski, Middle Cullen (M3 on the map/guide). In his
comments John noted that their improved shoreline is the
result of doing
less.
He
s t o p p e d
mowing the
lawn down to
the lake in
2003 and let
approximately
15 feet from
the shore “go
native”.
N a t u r e
rewarded him
with wild
orchids,
strawberries,
four kinds of
pine trees, and
many other
native plants.
photo by Tom
Beaver

Past recipients of the Lake-Friendly Shoreline Award are:
Upper Cullen -- Vizma Podnieks, Ed & Frieda Rehwaldt,
and Gary & Barb Precht
Middle Cullen -- Dan & Karen Meixner, Tony & Melinda
Loberg, and Jim & Connie Rockwell
Lower Cullen -- David & Jeanne Mooty, Bill & Ruth
Brombach, Tom & Jo MacGibbon, Jerry & Bev Johnson,
Roger & Vickie Lavoie, and Tom & Cokey Thiss.
Past recipients of the Most Improved Shoreline Award are:
Charlie & Marie Boudrye, Middle Cullen
Jack & Bobbie Kettlewell/Bill & Sally Worm/Stan &
Laura Ringold, adjacent Lower Cullen properties
Joe & Barbara Hogan, Lower Cullen

Currents On the Cullens
Deaths: Everett Klucas, Lower Cullen (L91)

Dan Swanson, DNR Invasive Species
Specialist, Earns Water Warrior Award
reprinted from the Brainerd Dispatch

Dan Swanson, Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) was recently awarded the Crow wing
County Lakes and Rivers Alliance’s (LARA) 2012 Water
Warrior Award for his work with Crow Wing County
lakeshore owners to prevent and manage aquatic invasive
species.
LARA’s annual Water Warrior Award recognizes
individuals who work tirelessly and selflessly to achieve
positive outcomes for the lakes and rivers of Crow Wing
County. Swanson was presented this award at the LARA
annual meeting hosted at the Lake Edward Town Hall on
August 15.

Upper Cullen Loon
Update/Correction
Thank you to Karen Fortman, Upper Cullen resident, for
the following information on that lake’s 2012 loon
population.
“My brother, Gary Precht, who has been on the lake every
week this season, has noted three sets of mature loons on
Upper Cullen. In the NW back bay (think Gamello and
Stallion Ridge), the set has one chick. In the opposite bay
SW, another set of loons has one chick. The third set of
loons had no offspring this year -- they have
unsuccessfully tried to take up residence in front of the Ev
Olson cabin on the east shore, but the turtle population is
very thick in that area and has driven off many loons.”

Fall Road Clean Up Is a Success
by Anne Kostreba

Our annual fall road clean up was held on Saturday, Sept.l.
As always seems to be the case, the day was clear and
sunny with moderate temps. For several years now, we
have never had unpleasant weather on any our spring or
fall road clean up days. Thirteen Cullen Lakes residents
donated a small portion of their weekend to spruce up our
beautiful northwoods. Nobody found anything of value
this year but we all enjoyed meeting new people and
sharing in a common goal.

Phil Hunsicker

Dan Swanson

Phil Hunsicker, LARA president, said he was greatly
impressed with the highly complimentary comments
freely offered by lake association representatives who
truly value Swanson’s work and interpersonal skills,
including his ability to listen and his wealth of knowledge.

Editor’s note: Dan Swanson has been an immense help to
the Cullen Lakes Association over the years and has
worked closely with CLA to manage both curlyleaf
pondweed and purple loosestrife. In fact, using maps
developed by CLA board members, Dan and his interns
have sprayed Middle Cullen’s purple loosestrife for the
past three or four years, relieving property owners and
board volunteers of this responsibility. Our thanks and
kudos to Dan!

A very special thank you goes out to the following people
who so generously gave of their time: Barb and Jack
McNamara, Jim Kostreba, Rich Johnson, Stu MacGibbon,
John MacGibbon, Jim MacGibbon, Ann Beaver, Mary and
Dan Hurley, Kay and Dan Long, and Dan Meixner.

2012 Soteroplos Memorial Scholarship
Recipient Sends Thanks
I wanted to thank you for granting me a $202 scholarship
for the fall semester at Central Lakes College! I am in my
final year in the Natural Resources program, and this will
really help with the cost of books. I was going to be in a
tight crunch this semester for funds but I really wanted to
finish up my degree, so I just wanted to let you know that I
really appreciate this scholarship, and I appreciate you
contributing to education and helping students get through
college to make a better life for themselves.
Ashley Peterson

Order Your 2013 Cullen Lakes Calendar-- Now!
This is now the fourth year that The Cullen Lakes Association (CLA) has printed its exclusive
calendar devoted to our Cullen Lakes. Last year was the best ever for orders and the
feedback from those who purchased was uniformly positive. To keep the momentum going
we will again offer these beautiful calendars at the same low price as last year----just $15
each!
These wall hung or appointment calendars feature spiral binding, quality heavy weight coated
paper, are hole pre-punched for hanging, and gorgeous full color photos taken on and around
the Cullen Lakes. They make an attractive addition to your home or cabin as a reminder of
your many good times and scenery seen at the lake. They also make wonderful Christmas or
birthday gifts for family or friends who have enjoyed our Cullen Lakes. Note that all net
proceeds from calendar sales go to CLA for funding their environmental programs.
Below are several of the all new, gorgeous photos you’ll find in the 2012 CLA calendar.

Send in your order now using the order form below. Orders must be received by
November 15 to assure delivery for Christmas by December 15.
Cut at the line below
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cullen Lakes Association 2013 Calendar Order Form
Price---including all S & H---$15 each
Name (please print)

Shipping Address

Please make checks payable to:

Send this form with your check to:

Cullen Lakes Association

John Szafranski
11391 N Mountain Breeze Dr
Oro Valley, AZ 85737-7246

Number
of Calendars

$ Amount

Please do not send
cash or money
orders. Checks only

Note: All orders must be received no later than November 15 to assure delivery by December 15 at the $15 price.
Orders received later than November 15 will be accepted at the $15 price if inventory is available. If a reorder is
required to fulfill a late order, the price will necessarily be higher. I will provide those who submit late orders a
revised quote which they may accept or reject

Editor’s note: Following are the committee reports from
the 2012 Annual Meeting.
Administration Committee

Beaver dams
Again, thanks to the efforts of several individuals, any
beaver dams in the streams between the Cullen Lakes have
not lasted long. Probably very frustrating for the beavers!

Carol Lindahl, chair

The Administration Committee organized the 2012 Annual
Meeting, in conjunction with the full Board of Directors.
This year we decided to change the time of the meeting in
the hope of attracting more attendees by meeting in the
morning and leaving most of the day available for family
and lake activities. Each year the organization strives to
provide an interesting program and displays. The
Committee has also continued working on creating a
procedures manual for the CLA, as recommended in the
Lake Management Plan’s goals and objectives.
Budget and Finance Subcommittee
Carol Lindahl, chair

An annual financial audit was completed in the spring and
no issues were found. The committee has reviewed the
Association’s financial status and believes that our
finances are in good shape.
Education Committee
John MacGibbon, chair

The CLA Education Committee maintains two major
sources of information about the Cullen lakes and the lakes
association: Cullen Currents, published quarterly and
edited by Ann Beaver, and the Cullen Lakes
website: www.cullenlakes.org under webmaster Charlie
Boudrye. We are currently reviewing our website for
possible upgrade to better serve the membership. In
addition the committee makes other resource materials
available to members at no charge.
The committee also works with the Environmental Issues
Committee to help judge and award the Lake Friendly
Shoreline Awards and the Most Improved Shoreline
Awards.
We welcome input from association members for
additional topics of interest.
Environmental Issues Committee
Ann Beaver, chair

Highway pick up
There were no highway pick-ups in 2011 because of the
road construction along Highway 371. While that made
for an easy year last year, it made things much more labor
intensive for the spring pick up this year. Only seven
people participated in the event, but those hard-working
seven picked up 28 bags of trash!

Shoreline restoration/preservation
At this Annual Meeting CLA is presenting its seventh
annual Lake Friendly Shoreline Awards. Congratulations
to this year’s winners:
Lower Cullen – Dan and Kay Long
Middle Cullen – Monica Granrud and Angie Ike
CLA is presenting its Most Improved Shoreline Award for
the fourth time. Congratulations to this year’s winners:
Middle Cullen – John and Connie Szafranski
My sincere thanks to those of you who are leaving a buffer
of unmanaged native plants along the water’s edge and/or
are working to restore your shoreline to a natural state or
choosing to leave it in its natural state. A buffer at least ten
feet deep is the best, but even an area a couple feet deep of
native plants on the shoreline will help. Your individual
efforts will make a cumulative positive impact on lake
water quality and wildlife habitat!
Aquatic plant identification project
CLA applied for and received a matching funds grant of
$600 from the Crow Wing Environment Protection
Advised Fund (CWEPA Fund) to establish an aquatic
plant-monitoring program that will allow CLA to watch for
the introduction of invasive species and assess any change
in the native plant community. The initial phase of the
project is the training of CLA board members in how to
identify the aquatic plants in the Cullen Lakes. Mary
Blickenderfer, Minnesota Extension, will conduct this
training workshop for the board members on August 20
and 21. The second phase of the project will be to create
the plant sampling rakes and obtain copies of aquatic plant
identification books.
Phase one and two will be
accomplished this summer. Next summer we will be
looking for volunteer lakeshore property owners willing to
be trained in aquatic plant identification and then we will
set up an aquatic plant sampling schedule and a means of
recording our findings.
Invasive Species Subcommittee

John Szafranski and Rich Johnson, co-chairs

Curly-leaf Pondweed
Curly-leaf Pondweed (CLP) was treated by our contractor,
PLM Lake and Land Management Corp (PLM), in all of
our lakes in early May. On Lower Cullen, 29.3 acres were
treated, 4.6 on Middle, and 14 acres on Upper. Follow up
surveys were made and charted in early June by
Committee staff.
Results were mixed with Upper and Lower showing
mostly adequate control, while Middle was a
disappointment with no control evident and much
increased growth and prevalence of CLP around the lake.

The far NE section of Upper Cullen also continues to
provide a challenge with persistent growth and matting.
After contacting PLM, the MNDNR and several other lake
associations in Crow Wing County, it was discovered that
several other lakes in both MN and WI had experienced
similar problems with CLP growth this season. The
following factors appear to have influenced CLP growth
and ability to control:
• A winter with little snow cover and well above
average temperatures accompanied by a near
record early ice-out.
• Heavy rainfall resulting in higher than normal lake
levels and water flow through the lakes.
• A MNDNR requisite for issuing permits which
specifies that treatments can be applied only when
water temperatures are between 50 and 60 deg. F
-- when CLP growth may yet be insufficient for
control.
• Insufficient chemical concentrations when treating
small patches (< 1 acre) of CLP.
• In an effort to better control CLP on Middle
Cullen, PLM utilized a granular form of Aquathol
K (the preferred chemical to treat CLP) vs. the
liquid form used on the other two lakes. It is the
current belief that this failed to control as planned
due to the CLP plants not being of sufficient size
and maturity at the time of treatments, lack of
treatment in 2011, and possibly too little acreage
treated in 2012.
The committee has met with PLM staff and has been in
contact with MNDNR staff to refine/modify our CLP
treatment protocols to assure a more dependable control
from year to year while assuring we do not harm the native
vegetation in the process. Potential improvements/
solutions for 2013 and beyond include:
• Increasing chemical concentration for smaller
CLP patches to allow for drift & water flow.
• Obtaining DNR approval to spray at temperatures
above 60 deg. F.
• Pay for pre-treat surveys for each lake to assure
the CLP is present with sufficient growth to allow
effective treatment.
• Experiment with approved systemic chemicals (vs.
Aquathol K which kills vegetation via contact).
• Encourage owners with significant, but smaller
patches of CLP, to submit permits to control via
treatment for their specific shoreline. A CLA
Board member will provide help, where needed, in
writing the permits.
The control of CLP continues to be a learning process for
all stakeholders involved! Our 4-year contract with PLM
expires on December 31 of this year and the Committee
will be interviewing all viable contractor candidates with
the intent to sign a probable 3-year contract for
2013-2015.

Early indications are that costs for treatment will escalate
significantly. On the plus side, CLA again applied for and
obtained MNDNR grants for treatment of CLP---for all
three lakes this year. This has helped keep CLA costs
down--leaving more funds for future CLP treatments. We
will apply again for grants for 2013-- if DNR funds are
available.
Permission to Spray for CLP and CLA Database
The MNDNR has required CLA obtain permission from
owners to spray for CLP in front of their properties every
three years. In expectation this would be an ongoing
process, the Committee constructed a detailed database
containing the owner information that MNDNR required
on their forms. Charlie Boudrye constructed a computer
version of the MNDNR permission form that utilizes the
new database to easily print the nearly 300 forms required.
This saved Committee members many hours of time,
improved accuracy, and the pre-filled in information made
it simpler for owners to fill out and sign.
The MNDNR has now decided on a new, simpler process
for obtaining owner permissions that will allow CLA to
send a notification letter of intent to treat. Receiving no
negative response from owners, CLA may assume
approval to treat CLP. This new process would go into
effect in 2015 since current permissions are valid through
2014. CLA will continue to maintain an accurate database
to assure all owners receive these notifications.
Purple Loosestrife
The MNDNR has treated Middle Cullen Lake for the last
several years for purple loosestrife (PL), utilizing maps
made by Committee members showing PL location.
Control has been excellent and MNDNR has committed to
spray Middle again in August.
A reminder that removing PL is a responsibility of the
property owner and CLA encourages its members to pull it
out or spray it when it first starts to bloom to prevent
spread of seeds. Having MNDNR spray for it is a benefit
we cannot count on from year to year.
Other
Zebra mussels have been discovered now in both Gull and
Pelican Lakes and it is likely only a matter of time before
it hits our lakes. The Committee is working with the
Education Committee to be sure Cullen Lakes property
owners are educated about zebra mussels and their likely
impact on our lakes—as well as what they need to do to
comply with now stricter laws and the preventative actions
available to postpone for as long as practical the Cullens
from being infested. The Committee has determined that
CLA does not have the resources to set up inspection
stations at the boat landings as several other larger lakes
have done. The Committee welcomes any suggestions

that members may have concerning this complex
issue.

Water Quality Subcommittee
Ann Beaver, chair

Membership Committee
Charlie Boudrye, chair

The committee continues to do its monthly water testing
from May through September. Results from last year and
thus far this year show the lakes to be within the normal
range for lakes in our ecoregion. A complete report will be
published in the winter 2013 newsletter and posted on the
CLA website. To assist in applying for DNR grants for the
treatment of curlyleaf pondweed, CLA has a Lake Water
Quality Plan for each lake. The plans were written in 2008
and the water testing results are used at the end of each
year to update these plans.

As of July 19, membership in the Cullen Lakes
Association stood at 243, of which 239 are paid members
and four are Complimentary Members (new property
owners on the lakes). Of the paid members, 18 are
Associate Members, meaning they are former lakeshore
property owners, a property owner in the lakes’ watershed,
or a family member of a lakeshore property owner.

To enhance our water clarity data, we now have additional
people on Lower Cullen and Middle Cullen taking Secchi
disk readings. Welcome to the water quality team, Dan
Meixner and Rich Johnson! It would be nice to have one
more person taking readings on Upper Cullen, too. If
you’d like to volunteer, please contact me.

Administration
Carol Lindahl, chair
Paul Beilfuss
Bruce Helland
John MacGibbon

Lake Management Planning Committee
Ann Beaver, chair

The 2011 updated CLA Lake Management Plan is used by
committee chairs and CLA officers to help guide them in
their activities throughout the year. The Plan is available
for viewing on the CLA website: www.cullenlakes.org.
Go to the News Page and click on “Lake Management
Plan.”
Once again, I encourage you to volunteer to serve on the
CLA board of directors or as a non-board member on one
or more of the CLA committees. To do so, simply contact
me or the chair of the committee(s) you are interested in
joining.
Land Development Committee
Ann Beaver, chair

The committee monitors land use applications that involve
properties on the Cullen Lakes and in their watershed, for
what happens on land has a direct effect on lakes and
streams. The three jurisdictions that regulate land use on
the Cullen Lakes’ shorelands are Crow Wing County (most
of Upper and the east half of Middle), the City of Pequot
Lakes (the far western part of Upper, the west half of
Middle, and the very northeastern part of Lower) and the
City of Nisswa (all of Lower except the very northeastern
part). The committee has copies of each jurisdiction’s land
use ordinance and it bases CLA’s position on rezoning,
variances, and other land-use requests on how well the
request complies with the requirements of the ordinance
and on the potential environmental consequences of any
allowed deviation from the ordinance.
This past year was once again a relatively quiet one for the
committee.

CLA Committees -- 2012-2013

Budget & Finances
Paul Beilfuss, chair
Charlie Boudrye
Bruce Helland
Jack McNamara
Education
John MacGibbon, chair
Ann Beaver
Carol Lindahl
Jack McNamara
Environmental Issues
Ann Beaver, co-chair
Jim Kostreba, co-chair
Bruce Helland
Rich Johnson
Carol Lindahl
Dan Meixner
Phil Reichenbach
Fish Management
Dan Meixner, chair
Dan Hurley
Phil Reichenbach

Invasive Species
Ann Beaver, co-chair
Carol Lindahl, co-chair
Paul Beilfuss
Dan Hurley
Rich Johnson
Jim Kostreba
Dan Meixner
Denny Opsahl
Lake Management
Planning
president, chair
all committee chairs
Land Development
Ann Beaver, chair
Charlie Boudrye
Jim Kostreba
Jack McNamara
Phil Reichenbach
Membership
Charlie Boudrye, chair
Ann Beaver
Carol Lindahl
Dan Meixner
Water Quality
Ann Beaver, chair
Charlie Boudrye
Rich Johnson
Dan Meixner
Denny Opsahl
Phil Reichenbach

All CLA members are
eligible to serve on one or
more of these committees.
If you would like to do so,
please contact the
committee chair.

CULLEN LAKES ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 466
NISSWA, MN 56468
To protect, preserve, and enhance the three Cullen Lakes and their
environs in order to ensure the continued vitality of the lakes, high
quality fish and wildlife habitat, safe and healthful family living,
and the survival of these natural gifts for future generations.

Return Service Requested

CLA BOARD 2012-2013
BEAVER, Ann (Lower Cullen)
218-568-5904 & 218-839-0593
beaver@uslink.net

KOSTREBA, Jim (Lower Cullen)
320-252-3674 & 218-568-8718
ajkostreba@charter.net

OPSAHL, Denny (Upper Cullen)
651-482-1297
djopsahl@comcast.net

BEILFUSS, Paul (Lower Cullen)
218-963-6028 & 763-221-8443
boomer284@charter.net

LINDAHL, Carol (Lower Cullen)
651-206-1330
lindahlcarol@hotmail.com

REICHENBACH, Phil (Middle Cullen)
651-235-8707
reichenbachmeister@gmail.com

BOUDRYE, Charlie (Middle Cullen)
218-963-7494
eagleye@nisswa.net

MACGIBBON, John (Lower Cullen)
952-440-3757
jemacgib@aol.com

HELLAND, Bruce (Lower Cullen)
507-828-3277

MCNAMARA, Jack (Lower Cullen)
651-307-9754
jmac237@comcast.net

HURLEY, Dan (Associate Member)
612-481-3766
lonegoose15@aol.com
JOHNSON, Rich (Lower Cullen)
239-455-8440
dorothy_johnson@yahoo.com

MEIXNER, Dan (Middle Cullen
218-568-8367
dmeixner@tds.net

Officers
President: Ann Beaver
Vice President: John MacGibbon
Secretary: Carol Lindahl
Treasurer: Charlie Boudrye

Newsletter editor: Ann Beaver
CLA web site: www.cullenlakes.org
Web master: Charlie Boudrye

