Praying Our Way Forward

What is the Commission
on a Way Forward?

Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference:
December 10-16
This guide is designed to help you pray for
the Commission on a Way Forward this
week. It is not the only way to pray. As you
take time to pray, seek God with all your heart and mind, and be open to the Holy
Spirit as God leads you. For more information about Praying a Way Forward, go to
www.umcprays.org and www.umoi.org/prayforward.

December 10- Gracious and Loving God, we thank you for entrusting us with
the responsibility to be your people in this time and place. We lift up to you the
32 members of the Commission and ask that you guide them in their great
responsibility as they do their work on our behalf. Show them the path of
wisdom. Amen.

December 11- O God, may your Holy Spirit flow into the members of the
Commission and into the work they do together. Give them courage to risk new
ways to see the Church, new ways to be in relationship as a United Methodist
connection, and new ways to share God’s love in a hurting and often divided
world. Amen.

December 12- Holy God, we struggle as a denomination to find ways of
honoring a variety of beliefs and at the same time to create pathways to include
all of your children. Fill each of us with a reminder of your love for each of us
and help us to see your love and grace in each other, especially those with
whom we do not agree. Amen.

December 13- Jesus, we pray for the future meetings of the Commission. We
pray for each member to sincerely seek you. Please give them wisdom, clarity
and boldness. Amen.

December 14- Dear God, help us to trust you with the future of our
denomination. Only you know the way we should go. Help us all to be aware of
your constant presence as we seek to follow your Spirit. Amen.

December 15- Holy One, we pray for the special General Conference session that will
meet February 23-26, 2019. We pray for all of the delegates including the two delegates
from our Annual Conference. May you fill them with wisdom, unity and hope. Amen.

December 16- Almighty God, we pray for the churches and ministries of our Annual
Conference. Remind us of your call to make disciples of Jesus for the transformation of
the world. Grant us your wisdom in this process. Amen.
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MyungRae Kim Lee
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Mande Guy Muyombo
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Gregory Palmer
Donna Pritchard
Tom Salsgiver
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Alfiado S. Zunguza

The Commission on a Way Forward
was proposed by the Council of
Bishops and approved by the 2016
General Conference to examine
paragraphs of the Book of Discipline
dealing with LGBTQ inculsion and
explore options that help to
maintain and strengthen the unity
of the church.
The 32-member Commission is
made up of lay and clergy
representatives from nine countries
on four continents.

Future Dates of meetings of the
Commission
January 17-20, 2018
March 19-21, 2018
May 14-17, 2018
Oregon-Idaho Conference
General Conference Delegates
Rev. Donna Pritchard,
Portland First UMC
Jan Nelson,
Morningside UMC (Salem, OR)

