JUNE 1998

Tennessee Association of Woodturners

Our next meeting is June 2,1998. The
Tennessee Association of Woodturners meets
on the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM.
The June meetine place has chaneed. We will
meet at John Jordan's shop, 6320 Burkitt
Road, Antioch, TN37013. From Nashville
take 1-24 east towards Chattanooga to exit 62
at Old Hickory Blvd. Turn right and go
STRAIGHT for 1.1 miles (road name will
change to Burkitt) and you mil see a sign on
the left side of the road at John's mailbox.
John lives and his shop is on the right side of
the road.

Two requests are that you carpool
because of the parkins and bring your
own chair.
Please plan to attend, and don't forget to
bring your items for the instant gallery. If you
have something to donate to the
exchange/auction, please bring it to the
meeting.

GUESTS WELCOME

JUNE DEMONSTRATION
The June meeting demonstration will be by
John Jordan.
TENNESSEE
ASSOCIATION OF
WOODTURNERS 1998
SYMPOSIUM

Members should have received their
registration forms for the Tennessee
Association of Woodturners Eleventh
Annual Symposium at Arrowmont
School of Arts & Crafts, Gatlinburg,
TN, for the weekend of August 22 and
23,1998.

Open to anyone with an interest in
woodturning; ifyou want registration
information, please contact:
Pete Schutt
5235 Williamsburg Road
Brentwood, TN37027
615/373-5016
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Twelfth Annual American Association of
Woodturners Symposium, June 12 -14,1998,
at the John S. Knight Convention Center,
Akron, OH.

Richard Raffan Classes, various schedules
between June 17* to 28* - Oxford, GA.
Tennessee Association of Woodturners
Eleventh Annual Symposium. August 22"* &
23"*, Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts,
Gatiiaburg, TN.
OUR CLUB CAMCORDER
PROGRESS
We decided the club needs a camcorder and
monitor to be used at meetings so attendees
have a better view of the demonstrations.
Charles Alvis has donated tbe monitor. John
Jordan has donated one of his turnings to he
raffled with proceeds used to purchase the
camcorder and a tripod. John has donated a
highly figured New Zealand Birch hollow
vessel, 7" high by 5" diameter, with some
hand carving around the opening.

John Jordan is a renowned turner with
his pieces in eatleries, museums, and
private collections around the world.
We began selling the tickets at SIO.OO each at
the May meeting. We will continue selling the
tickets UNTIL we have covered the cost of the
camcorder and tripod and will then have a
drawing.
We have presently sold S4S0.00 in tickets and
anticipate holding the drawing at the July
meeting
If you are unable to attend the meeting(s), but
want to purchase tickets, please, BEFORE
the July meeting, send your ticket(s) order
check made out to TAW to:
Mike Zinser
3025 New Natchez Trace
Nashville, TN 37215

THE T R E E " TURNING
SESSION WITH
CHRIS STOTT (from two
points of view)
Sunday the 26* was a fun day for the 20 or so
members who came to Calco's Fine Woods &
Tools to learnfromChris Stott. Chris Stott is a
woodturner and instructor fh)m England. He is
quite entertaining and turns projects faster than
most of us can true up a blank of wood To
demonstrate this he turned a small box in about
a minute and a half with a very snug fitting lid
He demonstrated a short leg, an eccentric
candlestick, a couple of boxes, a bowl, a weed
pot, a captured ring spindle and a small hollow
vessel.
Here are some tips I picked up while watching
and listening. Turn the wood at a faster speed
He feels like you can move your bocfy more
fluidly when the tool is able to cut faster. This
is especially true for square pieces because the
bevel of the tool has less time to drop into the
void between the high points.
To help control the skew the bevel should be flat
not concave or convex. When using the skew
raise the tool rest so you are cutting at about 10
or 11 o'clock. This keeps the handle higher so
you can control it with your hip.
Grind the bevel of your bowl gouge at 90
degrees to help you reach the inside of the lid on
your boxes. This is true on bowls as well. The
closer the bevel is to 90 degrees the deeper you
can reach and still rub the bevel.
Use a waterproof abrasive with paste wax to
sand on the iathe. Tnis doesn't heat up the wood
so bad and actually fills in the pores of the wood
i to give a very smooth finish.
On bowl turning keep the bevel parallel to the
outside of the bowl to control the shape of the
inside. Use the next bowl blank to make a jam
' chuck for reverse turning the current bowl.
As soon as I learn how to draw on the computer
I'll pass on a few more tips. Words simply won't
describe these effectively. It takes a lot of skill

to keep 20 woodworkers interested while they sit
in middle of piles of birds eye maple, purple
heart, Cocabolo, Wenge, and other exotics.
Cluis was able to pull it off and kept us laughing
while teaching us a great deal.
I don't know about everyone else but I spent my
monthly allowance before I left Colco. That
place is a welcome addition to Nashville's
w(X)dworking community. My thanks to Colco
for letting us meet there and thanks to Chris
Stott for an enjoyable day.
Submitted by John Lucas

Approximately two dozen members of
Tennessee Association of Woodturners were in
attendance at an ail day demonstration on
April 26, 1998.
The demonstrator was Chris Stott from
England. What a fascinating craftsman this
man is! Many of our members were already
acquainted with him by way of his videos. One
of our new woodturners, Don Thompson, has
already become an accomplished turner. Don
credits the Chris Stott videos as a major
influence in his training. He played the video
after he set up his lathe with the same turning
piece that Chris used in the video. Carefully
noting each move through the first step, he
Uimed off the video, moved to his Delta and
practiced, practiced, practiced until he satisfied
himself that he had matched the video. Simply
stated, he just repeated it step by step. STEP BY
STEP! INDEED! Poor Voncile, his wife, each
trip meant more saw chips Don had tracked in.
But there is hope! You should see her smile at
the oak table Don has almost finished with four
professionally turned legs. If there's a
discrepancy, it is well hidden. I believe I hear
someone saying "Thank you, Chris Stott for the
videos and the demonstration you presented to
us."
Some of us are beginners, some intermediate,
some skilled professionals but we are all
learners. Chris made his presentation on that
Iiasis. And he did it with that unique British
Hair. Terminology was a bit different,
i^merican woodturners say SKEW, BEADS, and
COVES. British describe the same techniques
with the words FLATS, BUMPS, HOLLOWS.

Salute to Brenda Stein, who brought her fear of
the skew and allowed Chris to coach her
through her first productive use of the skew
chisel.
We remember his emphasis on rubbing the
bevel. Emphasizing design; letting a thin chain
droop lightly helps us determine the shape of a
bowl. [Creating a profile]
As a turner assumes responsibility for the path
of his blade against a rotating cylinder, he
should claim authority by locking the chisel
handle with a firm contact with the body.
We noted:
• He used a Vi" continental spindle gouge
(Eurogouge)
• Turned a morse taper to fit the spindle end.
• He used a 3/8" spindle gouge with a
fingernail grind to drill the hole in a weed
pot.
• How do you sandpaper the interior with a
small opening'? He uses a surgery clamp to
grip a small roll of sanc^per.
• His thin, stubby parting tool is very
efficient.
• He applies wax to sandpaper as it reduces
heat and reduces scratches.
• We won't forget the "crankshaft
candlestick". He used an off-center
patented device.
YOU BET! We are indebted to so many for this
wonderful day. Our club officers, Bob Smith
with the camcorder and monitor, others
unknown to us whose time has made this event
possible, and Jim and Gloria Glum, owners of
Colco in Madison for hosting this event in their
store.
Submitted by Marvin Smotherman

POINTS OF INTEREST
FROM THE MAY MEETINS
Jackie Potts was our demonstrator/narrator
for May. He led a discussion on possible ways
to mount and turn some unusual and
incredible pieces of wood. Jackie opened by
showing two large bowls. One was turned

with the opening toward the heart of the tree
and the other with the opening toward the
bark. There is a dramatic difference in the
way the two looked.

Jack Bastin-719 Belmont Road
Clarksville, TN 37040
(H) 931/645-2849 - (W) 931/648-0654

He then pulled the cover off a pile of wood
and the crowd was salivating like a dog
eyeing a steak on tbe grill. I found it quite
interesting to see how others see a piece of
wood. It would he interesting to give
everyone a 4-inch cube of the same wood and
see how many different ways we could all
turn it Thanks Jackie for an interesting
discussion and a chance to see some great
wood.

Bill KeIsey-104 Royal CourtHendersonyille, TN 37075
(H) 615/824-5776 - (W) 615351-8281

Submitted by John Lucas

A review of tbe new AAW Directory indicates
that 39% of TAW members are also AAW
members. Your May Newsletter had an
application for AAW membership and I
encourage you to consider membership.

Paul G. Tice - 544 Whispering Hills
Drive - Nashville, TN 37211
(H) 615/833-0813

Taught 8* grade level U. S. History with MetroPublic Schools for 30 years. Looks froward to
talking with other turners about their favorite
ways to do things. Wants to upgrade his lathe
equipment as his skills improve. Looks forward
to the preseutations and access to the club's
video and book library.

Cecil D. Ward-542 Ward Lane
Hendersonville, TN 37075
(H) 615/824-4559 - (W) 615/824-5569

NEW MEMBERS

CLASSIFIED SECTION

James O'Bryant - 204 Marilyn Drive
Dickson, TN 37055
(H) 615/441-3573 - (W) 615/446-3461

No entries this month

I became interested in woodturning when I was
given my father's lathe about four years ago. He
has turned pens, gearshift knobs, tool handles
and other small projects. I would like to Icarn
more about faceplate and spindle turning.

Membership in the Tennessee Association of Wo(xituniers is
open to anyone with an interest in the craft of woodturning.
Annual dues are S25.00.
OfBcers:
President - Mike Zinser -615/292-8652
Vice President - Gary Martin -615/895-9207
Secretary - Pat Matranga - 615/227-2240
Treasurer - PeteSdiutt - 615/373-5016
Ubrarian - Gordon Heckle - 615/832-2928
Newsletter Editor - Vacant
Imed Past President - JunHaddon - 615/832-4369
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School of Arts and Crafts
P O . Box 567 • 556 ParKway • Gatlinburg, Tennessee 37738
423-436-5860 • Fax: 423-430-4101 • e-mail: arrowmnt@aol,com

February 19, 1998
CONTACT: Gretchen Church, Public Relations Officer
(423) 436-0086

TO: Wood PubUcations

ARROWMONT ANNOUNCES ITS 1998 SUMMER CLASS SCHEDULE
GATLXNBirRG, TENN. - - Registration has begun for 1998 Summer classes at Arrowmont School of
Arts and Crafts in Gatlinburg, Tenn. Located adjacent to the Great Smoky Mountains, Arrowmont is one of the
nation's preeminent visual art education centers.
One- and two-week classes of various media will be held throughout the months of June, July & August.
Wood workshops and instructors are as follows:
June 1-5

S C U L P T E D T U R N E D WOOD V E S S E L S - Hugh McKay

June 8-12

WOODTURNING: R E A L I S T I C T E C H N I Q U E S FOR ORDINARY P E O P L E - Ron Kent
BEGINNING WOODWORKING - Paul Sasso

June 15-19

MIXED MEDIA F U R N I T U R E : JOINED WITH PASSION - Glenn Elvig
WOODTURNING - Vic Wood

June 22July 3
(two weeks)

F U R N I T U R E MAKING - Rick Brunner
B O W L AND P L A T E TURNING AND CARVING - Alan Stirt

July 6-10

WOODTURNING: E X P L O R I N G T H E S U R F A C E - Gael Montgomerie

July 13-24
(two weeks)

WOODTURNING - John Jordan
S M A L L S C A L E F U R N I T U R E AND B O X E S - Jo Stone

July 27-31

WOODTURNING - David Ellsworth

August 3 -7

WOODTURNING - Johannes Rieber

Early registration is recommended because enrollment is based on a first come, first served basis.
Tuition isi $275 per week and housing packages start at $185 per week, which includes all meals from Monday
through Saturday breakfast. College credit is available and scholarships are offered based on financial need.
Application deadline for summer work study and assistantship programs is April 1. For a brochure write to
Registrar, Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts, P.O. Box 567, Gatlinburg, TN, 37738, or call 423-436-5860,

FAX 423-430^101, e-mail: arrowmnt@aol.com.
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