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Silver Bay Youth Soccer Looking for Recruits
By Kitty Mayo
For the last five years a youth
soccer program has been available to students in the Silver Bay
area, and the time has come
around again for signing up.

ronment coupled with healthy
outdoor exercise, Nelson says
that for her family soccer has
turned into a summer tradition
that everyone looks forward to.

Amy Nelson, Silver Bay resident and mom to three soccer
players, helps with registration
through the longer-standing Two
Harbors Soccer Club.

“It's such a fun sport in the
summertime, and only a couple
days a week because we try really hard not to cut into important family time during the summer,” said Nelson.

According to Nelson, the soccer program may not be on the
radar for a lot of people, and she
wants to change that.
“I'm trying to get the word out
there, and let people know this is
a great option for their kids,” said
Nelson.
Silver Bay soccer players will
have some home games, with the
youngest students from ages four
to six having half of their games
at home, and half in Two Harbors. Older students will also
travel to Two Harbors and Duluth for games.

Team photo from March 31 at the AYSA Kick it Forward
4v4 tournament in Duluth.
Bottom row, left to right: Lilly Ernest, Kinley Nelson,
Emmalee Harrison. Middle row, left to right: Evelyn Viney,
Karly Nelson. Top row, left to right: Charlee Ernest,
Addison Velcheff, Callie Ernest
(Photo submitted by Amy Nelson)

“The biggest thing I want
people in Silver Bay to know is
that while it's under the Two Harbors Soccer Club umbrella, practice is in Silver Bay and some
games are in Silver Bay,” said
Nelson.
Creating a fun, learning envi-

Recruitment for parent coaches
is also underway, with Nelson
urging any interested parent to
help out. No experience with
soccer or coaching is required,
and the student's registration fee
is refunded to that family when a
parent signs up as a coach.
An in-person registration will
be held on April 23rd at the William Kelley School (Room 108)
from 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm. Online
registration at:
www.TwoHarborsSoccer.com
will be ongoing from April 22nd
through June 1st. Practice starts
mid-July, with games starting in
August through September. Open
to all skill levels for students in
U6-U14, the registration fee includes a jersey.
Any questions can be directed
to Amy Nelson at:
anelson1400@hotmail.com, or
by calling (218)220-9577.

Grand Portage & Fond du Lac Scientists add to Wild Rice
Research
By Kitty Mayo
Minnesota has the largest concentration of wild rice left in the
United States, and in recent
years determining what standards should be applied to monitoring that natural resource has
become a debated topic.
Part of the cultural history of
Anishinaabe people, Manoomin,
or “food that grows on water” is
at the heart of a 1,000 year old
prophecy that drew Native
people to the region.
Grand Portage monitors all the
waters within the reservation,
and the 1854 Treaty Authority
has the most comprehensive
monitoring database for wild
rice waters of any entity in the
state. Currently Grand Portage is
monitoring about six
waterbodies for wild rice.
A 1973 state legislative rule
set a standard for acceptable levels of sulfate in waterways at 10
milligrams per liter. Last year
the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency proposed revisions to
the rule that would have put in

its place an equation-based formula. Sulfate from industrial discharge converts to sulfide in water, and has been found to negatively affect the growth of wild
rice.
“There is lots of wild rice in
Lake, Cook and St. Louis counties all across northeastern Minnesota and most of the waters in
the state have sulfate concentration that is below 5 mg/L,” said
Margaret Watkins, Water Quality
Specialist for Grand Portage
Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa.
In 2018 the MPCA brought
forth new proposals that were
disapproved by an administrative
law judge, who rejected both the
equation-based formula as being
too vague, as well as a list of just
24 waters for wild rice protection. That judge stated that the
MPCA should have included
waterbodies already found in lists
from the MNDNR and the 1854
Treaty Authority which would
have added over 2,000 lakes and

rivers.
A Governor's Task Force on
Wild Rice released a report in
January this year recommending
that another group look more
closely into the matter.
A Tribal Wild Rice Task Force,
representing 10 of Minnesota's 11
tribes was formed under the leadership of the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe (MCT). The
MCT is the central government
authority for six of Minnesota's
Ojibwe bands, including Leech
Lake, Bois Forte, Fond du Lac,
White Earth, Grand Portage, and
Mille Lacs.
The Tribal Wild Rice report
states that MPCA permitting
compliance uses more stringent
oversight on municipal discharge,
despite the fact that industrial discharge is six times greater by volume, and bears a sulfate load that
is twenty times greater.
Nancy Schuldt, Water Projects
Coordinator for the Fond du Lac
Band of Lake Superior

Chippewa, says that while the
MCT has a cultural tie to the survival of wild rice, she thinks all
Minnesota residents should be
concerned for the economic and
environmental impacts of protecting wild rice.
“This does not just pertain to
Ojibwe people, it is relevant to
all of us, and we are trying very
hard to find new ways to talk
about it,” Schuldt said.
It was repeatedly reported by
local and state elected officials
that small and medium cities in
northeastern Minnesota would
not be able to bear the financial
burden of a new sulfate standard
and would need to update their
wastewater treatment facilities
with extremely expensive reverse osmosis technology.
Watkins says that just was not
true. In a separate analysis
Watkins used the measures for
sulfate concentrations already
existing in wild rice waters, and
Continued on Page 5

LAKE COUNTY’S ONLY LOCALLY OWNED, LEGAL NEWSPAPER
Deadline: Tuesday, 12:00 pm (noon) • Phone 218-226-3335 • 1-800-950-5793 • FAX 218-226-4537 • 98B Outer Drive, Silver Bay, MN 55614
• E-mail: northshorejournal@gmail.com • www.northshorejournalmn.com • Christine Mallory, Editor

