
 

Friends hosted its Membership Holiday Gathering on Tuesday, December 8, 
2015, with more than sixty signed up for the festivities. Members had a chance to 
show off their culinary skills or just buy something to share with others, or, they 
could make a donation at the door. They enjoyed the evening with their families 
and friends and Volunteers, all gathered together in the spirit of the Christmas 
Holidays enjoying fellowship in 
The Pavilion. There was even a 
door prize raffle along with a 
50/50 raffle - both quite popular. 
The food was fabulous, the 
libations were delicious and the 
special entertainment preview 
of Friday’s concert was 
beautiful. The night belonged to 
goodness!   Editor   
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       Port St. Lucie 

     Botanical Gardens 
 
2410 SE Westmoreland Blvd. 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 
Phone: 772.337.1959 
Fax: 772.237.5952 
E-mail: info@pslbotanicalgardens.org 
Web: www.pslbotanicalgardens.org 
Hours: Wednesday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
    Sunday Noon - 4pm 
    Closed Monday, Tuesday & Holidays 
Suggested Donations: 
    Adults $5 
    Students $2 
    Children 12 & Under Welcome 
    Members and Active Military 
    (with family) Welcome (IDs required) 
 

 

Officers & Directors . . . 
 
President:     Bill Manning  
Vice President:   Pat Armstrong 
Treasurer 
& Asst Secretary:  Richard McAfoos 
Directors:     Illona Christie 
         Joleen King 
         Josephine Telenko 
         Ben Woodruff 

 

Standing Committee Chairs . . . 
 
Strategic Planning Committee:   Bill Manning 
Horticulture Committee:     Josephine Telenko 
Finance Committee:       Richard McAfoos 
Membership & Volunteer 
Committee:           Illona Christie 
Gift Shop Committee:       TBD 
Resource Development  
Committee:           Pat Armstrong 
Election Committee:       Brenda Gustafson 
 

Newsletter... 
 
Editor:   Richard McAfoos 
Design:   Mark Barnes 

 
The Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens is managed and 

operated by Friends of the Port St. Lucie Botanical 
Gardens, Inc.  The Friends of the Port St. Lucie 

Botanical Gardens, Inc. receives no funding from any 
government agency.  Your admission donations help 

us maintain and grow The Gardens. 
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HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS BENEFIT CONCERT … 
 

Friends hosted the Home For The Holidays benefit concert on Friday, December 11, 
2015. This well attended event, with more than 80 tickets sold, drew an enthusiastic 
crowd of music lovers. The duo, Don Meritt & Annette Moreau, have an extensive 
list of venues where they’ve performed over the years, from Broadway to nightclubs 
to television, which resulted in a wide variety of crowd pleasing selections. Their 
CDs remain on sale at the Gift Shop. During the performance they even received a 
couple standing ovations. They are interested in perhaps returning for future 
performances. The crowd’s warm, enthusiastic  reception laid the way for that.   
 
Editor 

Continued on Pg 4 
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And applause there was and was and was... What a fantastic concert! 
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Super-Duper food was in abundance... 

The tasty appetizer table... 

Tasty libations got them in the spirit... 
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Jessica -  lady-in-blue... 



 

Continued from  Pg 8 

 

As the saying goes - 'A good time was had by all'... 

The ‘Home For The Holidays’ duo provided a preview of their 12.11.15 concert... 



 

WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO STAGE A KIDS’ EVENT … 
 
While we hold many children’s events throughout each year, they don’t just happen - each takes a 
lot of planning, coordination and management. Illona Christie has been looking after this 
responsibility for some time now, utilizing different volunteer teams to orchestrate the various 
events. While some of the events go more smoothly than others, when in any household with 
children is anything ever constant or predictable??? The teams vary in size & skills depending on 
each event’s ‘topic’. Two of our most successful recent annual events were BOOtanical Halloween 
(last newsletter)  and the December Santa event. Each drew good crowds and maybe at times 
seemed chaotic, but in the end all went well because fun events with lots of kids need to be 
exciting - to say the least. We thank Illona & our valued Volunteers for making all of these events 
special & educational for the children – OUR GOAL!    Editor 
 
PS: This was the November Pine Cone Critters event. 

Our Team: (L-R) Illona, Fran, Stephanie, Emily, Jessica, Khan, Emily... 

Continued on Pg 11 
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Illona with some of the proud kids showing off their pine cone creations (really good!)... 



 

SANTA’S ANNUAL VISIT TO THE GARDENS … 
 
Once again, Santa Claus found time out of his busy schedule to visit all the children at The 
Gardens. This annual event was Saturday, December 5, 2015. It was attended by well over 100 
kids & their family’s during the two hour open house. It was a sight to see with those little ones 
sizing up Santa, deciding if they wanted to sit on his lap or just partake of his candy. Once again, 
our valued Volunteers staffed the successful event. The photos speak for themselves!   Editor 

Continued on Pg 13 
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 For more information on these & other events, please call 772.337.1959 

 
1st

 Closed for Holiday Weekend Happy New Year to All!   

2nd
 Closed for Holiday Weekend     

3rd
 Closed for Holiday Weekend     

4th
 Board of Directors Meeting 5:00 – 6:00 pm Members Welcome 

6th
 Tai Chi for Health Classes 10:30 – 11:30 am Fee info. call 772.408.6008 

9th
 PSL Anglers Nautica Flea Market 8:00 am – 3:00 pm All Welcome 

12th
 PSL Orchid Society Meeting 11:00 am – 3:00 pm All Welcome 

13th
 Beginning Spanish Classes 10:00 – 11:30 am Fee info. call 772.924.1002 

13th
 Tai Chi for Health Classes 10:30 – 11:30 am Fee info. call 772.408.6008 

13th
 Bobbie’s Jewelry Making Class 12:30 – 3:30 pm Fee info. call 772.475.5593 

13th
 Ft Pierce Jazz & Blues Jazz Jams 6:30 – 9:30 pm $5 Donation, Members $4 

20th
 Beginning Spanish Classes 10:00 – 11:30 am Fee info. call 772.924.1002 

20th
 Tai Chi for Health Classes 10:30 – 11:30 am Fee info. call 772.408.6008 

21st
 Hibiscus Society Meeting 10:30 – 1:00 pm All Welcome 

25th
 Rio Lindo Garden Club Meeting 12:45 – 4:00 pm Members Welcome 

25th
 Friends’ Annual Meeting and Election 5:30 – 7:00 pm Members Welcome 

27th
 Beginning Spanish Classes 10:00 - 11:30 am Fee info. call 772.924.1002 

27th
 Tai Chi for Health Classes 10:30 - 11:30 am Fee info. call 772.408.6008 

27th
 Bobbie’s Jewelry Making Class 12:30 – 3:30 pm Fee info. call 772.475.5593 

27th
 Ft Pierce Jazz & Blues Jazz Jams 6:30 – 9:30 pm $5 Donation, Members $4 



 

1. In order to breed new plants, we need to 

understand plant sex. It’s much more 

complicated then mammals. They have different 

varieties of sexuality - flower sexuality, plant 

sexuality, population sexuality. Also, sexuality 

can be impacted by weather, time of day, etc. 

 

2. Flower sexuality – There are two basic types; 

perfect (has all the parts); imperfect (missing 

some parts). Called complete and incomplete, 

they are also called hermaphroditic versus male 

and female. Imperfect (incomplete, male or 

female) may change sex based on a variety of 

factors. 

3. Plant sexuality: There are four basic types – A. 

All complete flowers (hermaphrodites, many 

fruit trees, many vegetables); B. All male and all 

female flowers on each plant (monoecious, 

many evergreens such as pines, grasses such as 

corn); C. All male or all female flowers on 

separate plants (dioecious, papayas, hollies); D. 

Mixtures of complete, male and female 

(subdioecious or polygamous). 

 

4. Population sexuality - Similar terms. There are 8 

basic types but others possible;  

Hermaphrodites, monoecious, dioecious, 

androdloeclous (males and hermaphrodites), 

gynodioecious (females and hermaphrodites), 

gynoecy (all females), polygamous 

(hermaphrodites and unisexual plants), 

polygamodloecious (hermaphrodites and males 

HORTICULTURE HAPPENINGS… 

Friends of the Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens  

Horticulture Class Series 2015 

Plant Sex Varieties 

Continued on Pg 17 



 

on some plants and hermaphrodites and females 

on other plants). 

 

5. Functions. Plants often use a variety of methods 

to limit reproduction. Even in complete flowers 

the timing of stigma receptivity may be different 

then the timing of pollen release. This prevents 

selfing and encourages outcrossing. Stigma 

receptivity is sensitive to chemical changes, air 

moisture, plant moisture, etc. This doesn't mean 

that the parts are not present, just that they are 

being controlled. 

 

6. To further complicate matters, plants flower 

may change their sex over time, during the same 

day, and due to other stimuli. Most common 

example is avocados which generally have a 

double opening being female at one time of the 

day and male at another. In addition, there are a 

number of "races" of avocado which may or 

may not be cross compatible. There are also 

plants which change sex over their lifetime 

being one sex when young and another when 

more mature, for example some arums. There 

are also plants which produce a different 

mixture of flowers depending on the time within 

the bloom season, for example early males and 

late females.  

 

Continued from  Pg 16 

*The content of this lesson plan was provided by a Master Gardener with accents by The Gardens Gate. 
It should be noted that Master Gardeners have a variety of views and it is up to the individual to determine what information best fits one’s own needs.  



 

GARDEN CLUBS CONTRIBUTE TO THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT … 
 
Two of our garden club partners provided beautifully decorated Christmas Trees which adorned 
the lobby area of The Pavilion for the Holiday Season. Gigi Morelli & the St. Lucie West Garden 
Club shared with us their beautifully decorated Gold Tree. The Rio Lindo Garden Club shared with 
us their beautifully decorated Traditional Tree. Both trees deserved the Platinum Award for beauty 
by all who saw them. They were absolutely beautiful and Friends thanks both garden partners for 
their generous participation.   Editor   

Rio Lindo Garden Club tree... St. Lucie West Garden Club tree...  



 

 

 
The United States Botanic Garden is rooted in the nation's heritage. During the late 18th century, 
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and James Madison shared the dream of a national botanic 
garden and were instrumental in establishing one on the National Mall in 1820. 
 
The institution actually traces its beginning to 1816, when the constitution of the Columbian Institute for 
the Promotion of Arts and Sciences in Washington, D.C., proposed the creation of a botanic garden to 
collect, grow and distribute plants of this and other countries that might contribute to the welfare of the 
American people. The Institute's garden was established by Congress in 1820 to the west of the Capitol 
Grounds, from First Street to Third Street between Pennsylvania and Maryland Avenues. This facility 
functioned until shortly after the organization stopped holding meetings in 1837. 
 
In 1842, the idea of a national botanic garden was reestablished when the United States Exploring 
Expedition to the South Seas (the Wilkes Expedition) brought a collection of living plants from around 
the globe to Washington, D.C. Initially placed in a specially constructed greenhouse behind the Old 
Patent Office Building, the plants were moved in late 1850 into a new structure on the site previously 
occupied by the Columbian Institute's garden. 
 
 In continuous operation and open to the public since 1850, the Botanic Garden moved to its present 
location in 1933, a complex located along the north and south sides of Independence Avenue bordered 
by First Street and Third Streets, SW. The Garden includes the Conservatory, which was renovated 
from 1997-2001; the National Garden, which opened in 2006; and Bartholdi Park, which was created in 
1932. A plant production and support 
facility opened in Anacostia in 1993, 
which includes 85,000 square feet 
under glass divided into 34 
greenhouse bays in addition to 
maintenance shops. 
 
The U.S. Botanic Garden was 
formally placed under the jurisdiction 
of the Joint Committee on the Library 
of Congress in 1856 and has been 
administered through the Architect of 
the Capitol since 1934. The Architect 
of the Capitol has served as Acting 
Director of the U.S. Botanic Garden 
and is responsible for the 
maintenance and operation of the 
Garden and for any construction, 
changes or improvements made. 

See more at: http://www.usbg.gov. United States Botanic Garden 
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Welcome to All 

Garden Goers… 
 

This month our 
 Jazz Jams will be held on 

 January 13th 

& January 27th 
starting at 6:30 pm 

 

Donation $5 per person. 
Gardens & Jazz Society  
Members $4 per person. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsored by the 
Fort Pierce Jazz 
& Blues Society 

 

Come Join US!  

S U P P O R T E R S  

PUT YOUR AD HERE 

 

Contact Mark Barnes 

at 772.801.8800 

 

or e-mail news@ 

pslbotanicalgardens.org 

JAMS 


