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Texas History with Mr. Brown                                       Name ____________________ Period _____

Rural Life in Texas – Ch13.1
“In today's Texas, with its growing urban populations and big-city lifestyles, it is worth remembering that in 1850 only 10 percent of Texans lived in towns with as many as 100 people. The rest lived off the land, which was suited to a profitable variety of crops and livestock and also provided an abundance of wildlife free for the taking.” - Agriculture and Rural Life before the Civil War, C. Allan Jones
Does anyone live on a farm? Have you ever visited a farm? Has anyone ever worked on a farm? Have you ever even seen a farm?
Between 1846 and 1860 nearly all Texans lived on farms or ranches. During this time, the number of farms grew from 12,000 to almost 43,000. Since land was available and inexpensive, many Texans farmed or raised cattle on their own land rather than working for someone else. 
Many farmers in Texas focused on growing food crops. Corn remained the largest food crop in Texas and was a major part of Texans’ diet. Other food crops included wheat, oats, and sweet potatoes. Few farmers, however, were able to make much of a profit from food crops. 
Cotton was the primary cash crop in Texas, as it was in the other Southern states. Cotton could be shipped to Northern states and Europe, where it was made into cloth. Because of the rich soil in the area, cotton was grown mostly in East Texas and along the Gulf Coast but also in some parts of Central Texas. Sugar cane was another Texas cash crop. 
Raising livestock continued to be an important aspect of farming in Texas. Most farmers raised milk cows, hogs, and chickens to provide food. In addition, during the 1850s many Texans began raising livestock for profit. They started ranches where they raised herds of cattle. They also raised sheep for wool. Ranches had existed in Texas since the period of Spanish rule, but the importance of ranching to the Texas economy grew in the 1850s.
Directions: Fill in the blank with the correct answer or circle the best answer for each question.
1) Where did most Texans live in the mid 1800’s? _________________________________________________________

2) During this time the number of farms (Stayed the same) (Doubled) (Tripled) (Quadrupled).

3) Why did most farmers in Texas work their own land as opposed to working for another larger farm? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) Of the crops Corn, Wheat, Oats, and Sweet Potatoes which was probably eaten by most families most of the time in Texas? And why? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) Would you have been more likely to find a cotton farm near Houston or Amarillo, Texas? _______________
6) Texas’s ranching heritage comes from the influence of what culture? ____________________________________

