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A Note from Pastor Amanda
What are you passionate about
that’s motivated by your faith?

is our responsibility to share this
abundance with those most in need.

I’m not asking what your hobbies are
or what you like to do on a Sunday after
church. I’m not asking what projects fill a
craft room or a garage. I’m not even
asking what you wish you could do to live
out your faith. I’m asking how your faith
already informs the way you live in the
world.

We support Love INC and open our
doors for Loving Families, and send
financial support to the Rescue Mission
because we believe in using the gifts and
resources God has given us for the sake
of the common good. Working together
with other churches provides a wider
reach in serving the community.

Mowing your lawn, recycling paper
and plastic, sewing a project for a friend,
helping fix a mechanical issue, talking
over so-so coffee with the guys, playing
cards with your friends, voting – these
can all be acts of faith. And let’s not
forget the big ones: doing the dishes,
washing the toilet, and folding laundry.
Even the mundane is a expression of
your faith.

We create opportunities for children
and youth to develop their faith and see it
in action in the adults that surround them
– Sunday School, 3-6 graders will be
visiting with these adults to hear how
faith motivates their life decisions,
Confirmation asks big questions about
God’s involvement in our world, Youth
talk about life together as we figure out
God in our world.

All of Lord of Life’s ministry together is
motivated by faith. (We’re a church – of
course it is.) But here’s why:

When we sew menstrual kits, host
movie nights, learn about what we do in
worship, sign up to run power point, light
a candle, send a card, sing a song – all
of these things are acts of faith in the
God who makes and sustains all things.
“And whatever you do, in word or deed,
do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.” (Colossians 3:17)

We worship together because joys
and blessings shared are multiplied, and
despair and emptiness shared are
lessened. When we share those things
with God’s people, we are encouraged
and lifted up to face the difficult things of
life and to see the good and give thanks
to God.
We support the Food Bank by
distributing food, collecting food for the
North Pole Food Pantry, and packing 45
weekend lunches and gathering school
snacks for the North Pole schools
because we believe that God has
provided abundantly for our needs, and it

May what you do every day be a
reflection of your faith in God – who
forgives our mistakes, who empowers us
in serving, who loves us through every
confusion, and who brings us life that is
abundantly good.
Working with you,
~Pastor Amanda
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Youth Group News

Underground Group

Death. Destruction. An F on a test.

“In the beginning, God created…”

Where is God when these bad things happen?
How do we deal with it?
How does our faith in God matter?

Our God likes to make stuff AND God has given us
the gift of creativity too!

7-12 graders, bring your friends!

Nov 11 from 6-7:30
and we’ll start this conversation.

We will not have youth group on Nov 25.
Happy Thanksgiving!

This month, on Nov 18, we’ll meet with Curt
Renner at his home to see how he lives his faith
creatively! This is open for 3-6 graders.
We leave Lord of Life at 4:00pm and return at
5:30pm. RSVP is necessary! Parents – watch for an
email mid-November!

“Welcome to...” Event! Dec 2
Our second “Welcome To…” Event
will be Sunday, December 2 after worship!
We’ll have a nacho bar, questions to ask
each other, and colors all around as we
explore … the Church Year!
What’s a lectionary? Why do we have “seasons”? What do those colors mean anyway? We
may even use some creative juices and create our own banner for worship. These
quarterly events are designed to get everyone talking together, across all generations!
Take a little extra time on a Sunday morning to make these connections! See you there!

School Lunches
We’re packing 40 lunches the 2nd Friday of the month once again!
No need to call, just show up with willing hands.

We meet at 9am Nov. 9
The Elementary & Middle schools welcome snacks the first Friday of the month for hungry students.
Janis will deliver food gathered at the church and asks for donations. See the sign-up for ideas.
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November 4 – “Server on Sunday” Training
We gather and worship together every Sunday and each person brings their gifts to God in different
ways. Whether you currently serve or would like to serve during worship, join us for a training on Sunday,
November 4 after worship.
Acolytes meet in the back of the sanctuary;
Ushers and Greeters meet in the adult education room;
If you are confident in these areas,
Communion set-up and clean-up meets in the kitchen,
consider teaching others! Please
Tellers meet in the office; and
talk to Curt Renner after worship!
Sound and Power Point will meet near the sound booth. .

Thanksgiving Food Boxes on Wed., November 21
We’ll be handing out 150-200 Thanksgiving food boxes on Wednesday, the 21st. Lots of willing hands
will be needed! We set up the parking lot with signs to direct traffic flow, paint the snow with a rattle can,
and separate turkeys by size before noon so everything is ready to go by 12. There will be a quick
meeting at 11:30 to get everyone on the same page and then get ready for all those hungry people to
pick up food for the holiday.
Questions? Want to volunteer? Got an extra turkey to donate? Contact Jo, the office manager.
We look forward to seeing you there. 11:30 is the time and LOL is the place!

Christmas Gift Ideas
The average American plans to spend over $600
on Christmas gifts this year. Yet many of us admit
that the tradition of gift-giving leaves us with too
much stuff and too few meaningful memories.
With ELCA Good Gifts, you can find more than 50
life-changing, charitable gifts – such as a pair of
goats, school fees or a water well – and give a gift
the world truly needs.
Shop now: www.ELCA.org/goodgifts

Fellowship of the Month
One of our marks of connection is the time we
spend together. Everyone is invited downstairs
after worship to share some stories over a bite of
food. If you would like to help bring people
together, consider bringing an appetizer, a
treat, or meal on a Sunday morning. We
typically have between 20-30 people stay and visit
after worship.

We have a large sign-up board
covering the year. It’s at the end of
the counter!
Thanks for making connections
with others.
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November 11
Annual Meeting
You are warmly invited to guide the ministry of Lord of
Life at our annual meeting on November 11, 2018 following
worship. This meeting serves to discuss our upcoming
year’s ministries, Pastor Amanda’s sabbatical, lift up
leaders from within the congregation, and approve a
budget and our on-going financial support of our church.
If you are unable to attend, members
may participate via speaker phone.
Notify Pastor Amanda of your
planned absence and you will be
paired with a person in attendance to
call in at the time and duration of the
meeting. Let Pastor Amanda know if
you’ve already made these plans
(and with whom!)

Leadership Roles at Lord of Life:
Monthly responsibilities:
President - oversees and organizes council
Secretary - keeps accurate notes
Education - organizes teachers, chooses
classes, plans Sunday school events,
special days/programs
Facilities - manage building maintenance
Mission and Social Ministry - support and
service in the church and community

Quarterly team responsibility:
Audit team - faithfulness in church finances
need 3 people (1, 2, and 3 year term)
One event responsibility:
2 Delegates for Synod Assembly
a weekend in Anchorage, April 26-28
big-picture ministry in our state and nation

Council Highlights
* Bible study and conversation:

* Treasurer’s report: things are rough right now—yearly insurance payment was due
- Snapshot of funds available:
Undesignated checking: $740.47 Savings: $612.81
- communication necessary with the congregation
- confirmed plans to include stewardship in preaching
* Worship:
- change in pianist again as Carol Hughes will be teaching in Allakaket until Dec
- new Contemporary alternative - pre-recorded music videos with lyrics went well Sept 23
- using videos will become a regular part of Contemporary worship
* Education: difficulty in gaining momentum this year
* Great participation in the “big” congregation events!
- 36 for “God’s Work Our Hands” event — all 5 projects finished about the same time
(currently working on a design for the North Pole Memorial Garden)
- 25 at the first “Welcome To...” Event — volunteers are helping plan/set-up for next one
* Loving Families — many open spots, Jason Kempthorne will coordinate the week.
* Pastor’s Sabbatical — discussed options for leadership in Pastor’s absence, necessary support
- congregation-based leaders (volunteer preachers, worship coordinators)
- mix: hire a preacher, congregation prepares everything else
- bringing in a (retired) pastor for the duration—settled on exploring this option for best
support, reflection, and leadership
* Budget planning session—discussing needs of 2019
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL

Lord of Life Lutheran
1005 Saint Nicholas Drive
Po Box 55791
North Pole Alaska, 99705
Website: www.lordoflifeak.com
Phone: 907-488-6720

President:
Bob Thoma
488-2630
Vice President:
Sean Garrison
888-2052
Secretary:
Cheryl Park
488-4167
Treasurer:
Sam Aleshire
488-4692
Education:
Vanessa Knutson
701-430-2212
Mission/Social Min:
Becky Peterson
385-9581
Worship & Music:
Curt Renner
488-4405
Youth:
Jacoppi Pahkamaa 388-2620
Stewardship:
open position
Evangelism:
open position
Facilities:
Jered Dulany
460-7771
Financial Secretary:
Amie Maranville
488-0552
Pastor:
Amanda Kempthorne cell: 322-2065

E-mail:
pastor@lordoflifeak.com
office@lordoflifeak.com

Next Church Council Meeting — November 12, 7:00 pm

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm

Newsletter deadline: the 20th of each month.

Mission Statement
“God’s word moves us to make
connections by welcoming all,
strengthening and serving the
healthy and hurting.”

You can always check for updates on our website:

www.lordoflifeak.com

or
Follow our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/lordoflifeak
(even if you don’t have a Facebook page!)

Special Prayers and Concerns
Birthdays
11/1
11/4
11/7
11/12
11/14
11/17
11/20
11/21
11/25
11/27
11/28

John Dart
Margery Austin
Margaret Ungrodt
Hannah Musgraves
Vern Dulany
Jason Kempthorne
Michael Dubowski
Mercedes Lindquist
Morgan Boatman
Christina Blais
Jeremiah Castor
Dennis Musgraves

If your birthday or anniversary is
missing, please call or email the office
to correct it!
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Prayers for:
- Healing for: John W, Elise G,
Meg O, Paula F, Evie F, Gary F,
Cheryl P, Pat T, Eric H, Polly H
- Those who are considering a
position of leadership at LoL
- Our annual meeting Nov 11
- Those missing loved ones this
holiday season
Send an email to
office@lordoflifeak.com to sign
up for our prayer chain emails!

November Prayer
Partner:
Christ Lutheran Church,
Fairbanks, AK.
Please pray for:
- Final steps in a call process
for a new pastor!
- Gratitude for Father Steven
Reed’s guidance and care
- Excitement in learning
together
- Unity and support
in the congregation
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