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The North Olympic
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welfare of beekeeping,
to protect honey bees,
to encourage good bee
management practices,
and to encourage good
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| The Présséeddentpiénglyér one |

Who woul ddéve thunk? It i1is stildl
from Fungi Perfecttoming to speak to us and other local groups at some <
point this year! Two crazy unheard of things for a great beginning to a bea

ful spring!
A |l ot of my friends who know | am a b
your bees?d6 The sad part of that quesHt

speculate. | went out with my stethoscope last weekend and listened to my 4 Hives
| knew | had remaining at the onset of winter. Hive 1(the Warre)=buzzing soungs
but no visuals through the glass. Hive2=standard Langstroth=buzzing, and of ¢ourse

| am PIOTh @pening right now, it is too cold! Hive 3=buzzing sounds and still no
opening. Hive 4= finally, sadly no buzzing. The hard part about this one is-in
autumn it was ravaged by yellow jackets, so | combined it with a stronger hive
ing all would work out. It was also the first hive that | have had that made it
4Hrough the winter and was doing quite well all Summer! The hard part about
weather her is that it is quite wide in range. We can go from early 50 degrees I
enheit to snow the next day. | know | am confused myself, let alone how the b

id
hop-

DUr

ahr-
es

may he feeling about it. In my 3, going on 4 years, of beekeeping, one thing | Have
learned is to not count your bees before they have flown! :)

Now guess what? We may have a represet
ti, come to the Peninsula to speak to us and other interested groups! | stayed dili-
gent, and persistent, and finally received a great response from them a little oer a
week ago. Right now, | am in the process of working with Greg Butler and (with his
help) Port Book and News, to secure a space anesponsor for the event. Once
scheduled, it sounds like it would cover 3 topics in'@ardening w/ Fungi”,
"Mushrooms and Health" aritlycoremediation and Fungi Bee Researdrém

also reaching out to the | ocal Mas t|er

group as well to get an idea of levels of interest. | am quite excited about it! If yjou

have any suggestions, comments, or questions please feel free to reach out to
am open for input!

me. |

| hope everyone has made it through this continuously cold and snowy winter yvith-

out any big mishaps and will BEE seeing you around!
A -Ty



http://www.fungi.com/about-paul-stamets.html

My name is Barbara Powell and | am the incoming Vice President. Two of
the duties of this office are maintaining the Mentor List and the Swarm

List. More about those | ater e
For me, this is the time of year to look out the window and plan for spring
(and try to ignore those weeds | di

mer). The most immediate questions in my mind are how many hives do |
want to have this year and, maybe more importantly, what kind of hives
will they be? There are so many choices and options/opinions available,
even seemingly simple decisions like these two can be overwhelming to
new beekeepers (and even for those with some experience).

This last year | was frustrated by the fact that my equipment is not more
interchangeable. There was a late -season swarm that could have used
some help from my strong hive but my available equipment was not com-

stroth and Warré hives. And to further complicate matters, | have both 8 -
frame and 10 -frame Langstroth. Some deep, some westerns; some with
foundation, some foundationless. How did | ever get in this predicament?
This year | am determined to standardize my equipment.

But then there is that horizontal Langstroth that Walt was talking about

It can be difficult to not anthropomorphize when thinking about style of
hive box. If | was a erst or a grist of bees (yes, those are possible collective

would | like to live? Would | have an opinion past safe, dark and warm? Is
a hive of bees a collective, sentient being that cares where it lives or just a
box of bugs? Are they working for me or are am | working for them?
Should the hive be set up and left alone or regularly inspected? Founda-
tion: YeséNo? WaxeéPlastic? How abouf
many questions and decisions to mak
that is also the great thing about this undertaking. You get to decide how
you want to raise your kids yoursel
There is so much information available from books and the internet that it

can be overwhelming for anyone, especially a new beekeeper. For starters,
just sorting out the good information from the bad regarding hive type, bee
sour ce, and/ or beekeeping style can
answers to the above questions in the media (and probably in one of our
meetings) that are diametrical opposites. Consume as much information as
you can from diverse sources. But bear in mind when reading books, or
watching videos that keeping bees on the Olympic Peninsula is not the

The Vi ce éRréBauizae mtgBar bra Powjel |

pati bl e/ interchangeable with the swarmdés new honmn

ol was frustr
by the fact that

at the January meetingémaybe | need MeSIUPTE g one
be a good projectéhmmmésorry, my mipnd wamwder ed a
there! Where was IéStandardizationé/p@thercththq,tge\é/g

nouns for beeséand no, I di dnot know them before

feeding? Pe
> with no rea
é mean bees
be a chall en




same as keeping them in Georgia AT
climatesd here on the peninsul a

from Sequim to Seiku or even from the bluff on the north side of the 101 to
the forests and slopes on the south.

My best advice is to pick one 0voi cec
own style and preferences & which will be about the time that you realize
none of your equipment, at that point, is interchangeable! Sometimes though

you just need to just jump in and commit or it will be spring and you still

or

wonot have anywhere to put your bees
ment and the flowers will be blooming.
OThe Honeybee is taught by its elders how to make honey 6. | saw

guote on Animals and English.com _while Googling collective nouns for bees.
Rather than oelderso |I would |like to
as a trade, has a long tradition of mentorship. If you do not know already, the
NOPBA has a mentor program for members. A mentor may or may not pro-

vide you with a cut -and-dried answer to your question, but they can at least
help you talk through your options and give you the benefit of their local ex-
perience.

As people sign up | will be matching up mentors and mentees. Mentors can

help you pick a style, site a hive, and learn to use your new bee tools, among
other things. And it is always nice to have an extra pair of hands when hiving
your package.

It is also time to start putting the swarm list together and | will be passing

the sign -up sheet around at the meeting. The swarm list is for people that are
willing to be called by the public about collecting bee swarms (and what they
may think are bee swarms).

The world out there is not just all honeybees. If you have some time to
owasted check out the bee photographg;g
toring Lab, Beltsville, Maryland, flickr page at https://www.flickr.com/photos/
usgsbiml/ . And after you have spent some time with the insects and you need
a different kind of macro view there are some beautiful nature photographs

under the 0Gr oupdSd utnaab ,n go Qlraitpay/ir e a't
www.flickr.com/groups/2415678@N20/pool/ .
L —— e —

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
MARCH 12th
SPRING AHEAD 1 HR.
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http://www.animalsandenglish.com/bees.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/usgsbiml/
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February 2017 Meeting Minutes, Gener al

The North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers' Association met at
the Port Angeles Public Library. President Tyrone Beatty

called the meeting to order at 1:14PM. The previous January
2017 meeting minutes, as published in the current February
newsletter were motioned to accept by Bob Pasco, seconded by
Walt.

Announcements: President Tyrone Beatty introduced himself

to new members followed by introductions from each of the other

board members. Tyrone announced the subject for discussion

slated to follow todaydés gener al busi ness meet
oWoodenwared with several examples of differen
bodies on display, as well as a discussion of foundation and foun-

dation -less frame types applicable Vi ce Presi dent 6s Report:

VP Barb Powell had no new announcements.

Treasur er 0 s Tré&supepnChtis:Beatty reported the
club balance is currently $4958.44 including a $70 deposit for
membership dues received, less an expense of $60 for the Club
Post Office Box.

Treasurer's Report - February 2017 _

Previous Balance 4948.44
Deposits 70.00
Expenses 60.00

New Balance 4958.44




Beekeeper Trustee/ Education Rep

Club Beekeeper/Education Trustee, Mark Urnes once again reported that

he will be presenting hsemBaaié¢ Beek
public on Saturday, March 4 @ 9:00 AM at the Sunny Farms Feed Store.

The class will be approximately 3 hours and touch upon useful things to

know for folks just getting started. Reservations are not required, but

Mark says the class is typically well attended.

Mark also briefly summarized his involvement with the Clallam Bay Cor-
rectional Facility and their progress relating to the beekeeping apprentice-
ship program they are interested in developing.

Mark reported that with the wintery weather it has been difficult to obtain

a definite status for the club hives and mentioned that the previous sea-
sonds comb builders inside the Warre
they do) building cross comb, making inspection more challenging.

Ad Hoc Report:

Tyrone announced that Ad Hoc Committee Chairmen Warren Mecca has
requested to resign from this yeards
open for someone to accept. Tyrone briefly explained the duties for the po-
sition as primarily coordinating the
notable area festivals and importantly the County Fair. Primary Fair re-

lated duties include organizing the booth, generating the volunteer rosters,

and managing the set up and tear down of the booth. Ty asked the mem-

bers to please consider filling this role and if anyone is interested, to please
make it known at next monthds meetin

Library Report:

Librarian Angela Regan was not available today. Material checked out last
month wil|l be due at next monthds me
wor king on -Tédhgeo ofNraaneect i n an effort
involvement among the membership.

Old Business: Vice President Barb Powell announced her progress stream
lining the three programs she is working on:
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Swarm List . Barb passed around the swarm list sign -up sheet which she is
managing and explained as a matter of clarification that the listing is
for members who want to engage with the public for the purpose of ac-
tively capturing swarms. In other words, being on the list only pro-
vides the opportunity to possibly retrieve a swarm, it does not entitle
anyone to actually receive one.

Mentee List . Barb also passed around the mentee list for members wishing
to have the assistance of a mentor this coming season. Barb is manag-
ing the listing to accommodate members by locality and interests.

Mentor List . Finally, she also passed around the mentor list for the mem-
bers who are willing to be a mentor for the above mentees.

Additional Discussion:

Member Cindy Erikson announced to the group of an event coming up at

the Moore Theatre in Seattle on March 29th at 7:00PM will be An Evening
With Paul Stamets & Louie Schwartzberg . Paul is the founder and Presi-
dent of Fungi Perfecti, which is dedicated to cultivating the benefits of
mushrooms. They will tell of the research involving the link between honey
bees and mushrooms. Louie is an award winning National Geographic cin-
ematographer specializing in time-lapse technology. Event proceeds will
benefit the WSU Honey Bee Research Lab. A link to the eventis  here.

Secretary Greg Butler is in the process of contacting Clallam County Weed
Board Coordinator, Cathy Lucero in an effort to open lines of communica-
tion between our two groups.

With no further discussion or business, the meeting was adjourned at
1:42PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Greg Butler - Secretary



http://www.fungi.com/events/detail/events/an-evening-with-paul-stamets-louie-schwartzberg.html
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As March is upon us, we continue to be even more itchy to get into our hives and get the

officers, | want to thank everyone and once again welcome our new members. We have an
activity agenda mostly mapped out for the upcoming season that should be fun and educa-
tional . We still have many ideas which ar
to hear from the membership.

One of the mechanisms we have for club communication is this newsletter. The more we
participate, the better it gets. This is primarily where we share information among our

club members. Anyone who has something to share, questions to ask, news items, things
wanted, or things for sale, this is the place. This month, for example, a member wants to
know if anyone has any honey for sale (in quantities larger than boutique pints). | have a
feeling someone, somewhere probably doesé

Is there something you want to see in the newsletter? Maybe an interview section where
we feature club member(s) and their apiaries. Perhaps a Q&A type format highlighting
experiences and interests would interesting. Walt is beginning a new book review section
this month too.

The resource base of our membership is absolutely tremendous:
Club members with decades of beekeeping experience

National honey award winners

Master beekeepers

Master gardeners

Expert woodenware crafts people

show on the road. I't wondt be | ong now. F
logs, spring is right on schedule. We are seeing activity on warmer days which is always

very encouraging. Hopefully, the bad news will be minimal for us as begin to recover from

our winter slowdown this past year.

It was really great to see the | arge turnoy
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Queen-breeders

Hobbyists as well as commercial interests covering all aspects of beekeeping

you're open to it. | would love to hear from some of the old -timers about how beekeeping
has changed over the years.

One thing t ha tregisterioghy aunhyvesdvith WSPA & There are no two ways
about it, this is nothing but a tax, HOWEVER, if you do register your hives with the state,

So, if state or county agencies are planning to spray near registered beekeepers, they are di-
rected to contact beekeepers beforehand so we can screen entrances & keep bees inside for
the duration. I t ol | be interesting to see

hives, download the PDF link here . Hive registration costs: 1 to 5 colonies, $5; 6 -25 colo-

nies, $10; 26-100 colonies, $25

Get Your Noxious Weeds Converted to Bee Forage

Last year, House Bill 2478 was signed into law by the Governor. This
bill directs the state Noxious Weed Control Board to conduct a pilot
project to convert existing patches of blooming noxious weeds i that
bees likef to plants which would still be good forage for bees.

These patches of land will be located in many areas of the state and will be overseen by
county noxious weed control boards. Funding for plant starts and seeds, as well as technical
help in eradicating the existing weeds, will be given to those chosen to participate in the pi-
lot project. At the end of the project, the state noxious weed board will produce a guidelines
and best practices report to inform landowners how to control noxious weeds and replace
them with bee forage friendly plants.

You can participate in the project by giving your contact information and describing your
property. You need not own the land to participate. Vis-

it https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CCHWT68 and fill out the questionnaire. Our State
Association, WASBA, vigorously supported House Bill 2478, and they are encouraging bee-
keepers take advantage of the offer of help in creating more forage for bees and other polli-
nators.

Bees in the News

The O0OWHOQGBE&S ng
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http://agr.wa.gov/FP/Forms/PP/docs/6116-Beekeeper-BrokerRegistration.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CCHWT68
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4 tingham Trent University in the
% bee study over a period of nine
:-%j honeybees produce a whoop sound
¢ other. While the sound is inaudi-
ble to humans, we know &8 that bees are enormously sensitive
to vibrational information. ““ The brief vibrational pulse these
folks have measured seems to possi-bkgube mepPpht np

thing as the bees go about their business.

Researchers based at Not-
UK, have conducted a new
months. They found that

when they bump into each

Bees produce the sound with their wing muscles to create the vibrational pulse. Research-
ers used to think that the ‘whoop' sound was made as a stop signal to warn other bees to
stop foraging in a particular location, but now they've found that the sound is generated un-
der many different circumstances, often when they're startled by a surprise stimulus.

It used to be thought the bees made the noise signal to ask for food because they observed
bees exchanging food shortly after the noise was made. Later researchers thought that the
bees made the noise to stop another bee from doing a waggle dance - a dance that indicates
the other bees the direction and distance of a food source based on the position of the sun.

Yet another hypothesis proposed it could be that the noise was a warning to other bees not

to forage for food in a place where there might be a predator or another disturbance. But
this new research has observed that the 'whoop' sound was made the bees very frequently,
mainly at night - and it could be elicited by most bees if the hive was gently shaken. They
also used cameras in the hive, finding that the noise often happens when a bee bumps into
another bee.

The findings, published in the journal PLOS One, suggest that bees produce the 'whoop'
sound when they're startled, so it could be a useful way to monitor the stress status of a bee
colony and how agitated they are.

To hear a specially filtered sound clip of the bees whooping, click here .

The complete findings are here:
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0171162#abstractO

Fun Facts to Know and Tell: @%M
Q¢ )
OWELLéIsndt that just the BEE&s KNEE @)))'

| have no idea why, but the other day my curiosity led me to find out how this particular



https://soundcloud.com/new-scientist/honeybee-whooping-signal
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0171162#abstract0
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saying came about and so | decided to discover its origin and derivation. In the 18th centu-

Just how is it that over the years the phrase has now come to mean something really special
and unique? éa complete turnaround from i
It turns out that back in the roaring 2008s
Jackson, who is credited with bringing the Charleston Dance to Broadway. Audiences were
mesmerized watching her float across the stage displaying her famous performance. She
was evidently something akin to the Lady Gaga of her day. If something was really special,
or very well done, people began comparing
the phrase is used today, it has nothing to do with bees as we know them, and is an example
of how language in common use changes over time.

By the wayeé what do you call a computer t
(drumroll please)

€ A Del |l

Thanks everyone,

Greg Butler - NOPBA Secretary
greg.butler@icloud.com

Whoops too much fer-
mented honey !
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Hereds a tree hive th

A Warre Highrise by: Jerry Dow
This will be a Natural Honeybee Managed [No hands on by me] 3 box Warre hive
sitting on a solid platform secured to the tree. This hive will not be touched, fed or

Hi |, i f |l Om i nterested? This hive set

opened at all. But, | can occasionally peak in the rear windows from a ladder to wave

Bees

Combs available
on all levels !

THE BEST HIVE
IN TOWN !

For the
discriminating
Itis bee

Expert

i 6raftan;msrgo =

s | can make it. | only wish that my tree was larger so | could get the hive a little high- Grounds

r. This Warre hive is approximately 50 liters of interior space, sitting on myliase,
opped off with a screen covered qui

oles. The top box hole is plugged off. The top half of these 2 entrance holes are
red by 1/806 screening. The bees can
nd they sometimes do, or they remove the propolize depending upon their needs

Maintenance
t incldddy €
COV-
easily
and

t their determination. The 2 holes being only half exposed are easy for the bees {o de-

end as well . There i s an adj ust abbase
or extra ventilation, entry and egress.
i -Jerry
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