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FROM OUR EDITOR
I hope you had a great Summer! It went a little fast for me, but it’s been
good. I can’t wait to share & hear about everyone’s Summer experiences!
While thanking everyone for their participation at the plant sale - those
who worked & those who came, I left out the people who without them, our
plant sale could never be as great as it is. The Lake County Parks Department.
Their generosity is almost endless. We owe them our gratitude for use of
their greenhouse, and for hosting our plant sale! In addition, they advertise
for us, Tim at Oakridge Prairie looks out for our plants all winter, we get help
with tables, preparing the grounds, and of course, Joy and the folks at Gibson
Woods help us with so many other things. So, THANK YOU Lake County
Parks. You rock!! We look forward to working with you for many years to
come.
Now Wild Ones friends, I have a favor to ask of you. Last December we
did a plant study on Christmas Fern. National would like to use the article in
their Winter Journal. I’m wondering if anyone has a Christmas Fern in their
yard and would be willing to take some photos. I need to get the article to
them by October. I could come by to take the pictures myself if you prefer.
This would be much better than using google images.
I’m also interested in finding some photos of yellow fringed loosestrife in
a garden setting for an article that Carolyn Ulrich from the Chicagoland Gardening magazine wants to do. If you have any,
I would like to pass them on to her.
Last thing, I’d like to share a couple photos of native plantings that have been donated by us. Thank you to those who help take
care of these. They look beautiful!

Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/
New Membership & Renewals:
$40 household - or - $25 student, ltd income

Send check to:

Wild Ones, 2285 Butte des Morts Beach
Rd., Neenah, WI 54956

Mark your check ‘Chapter 38’

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. at
Gibson Woods unless otherwise noted.

September 7, 2019
Sharing our Summer Experiences
& Seed/Plant exchange
Hosts: Mickey Taylor
October 5, 2019
Deb Armstrong - Duneland Photo Club
How to Use Your Point & Shoot or Phone
to Capture Nature Photos-Plants/Wildlife

Hosts: TBA
November 2, 2019
Nathaniel Pilla - Botanist, Orbis Enviro.

Deep River Park before (2016) & now:

Nature is a Monster Movie: Parasitic and
Carnivorous plants of the Indiana Dunes

Hobart Bike Trail

Photo courtesy of Peggy Foster

Hosts: TBA
December 7, 2019
Tree Decorating Naturally
Pot Luck
January
Greenhouse Orientation
Bring your own snack
——————————————

Inside this Issue:
Greeting
Announcements
Plant Study
Migrating Dragonflies
Summer Activities
Things to Do
Photos courtesy of Jake Cseke

——————————————

1
2
3
4
5
6

GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2019 Officers
President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net
Vice –President:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com
Secretary:
Tonia Flowers
(219)741-6392
butterflygardentf@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Program Coordinator:
Mickey Taylor
(219)742-2775
micktec24@yahoo.com
Membership Chair:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 20th

ANNOUNCEMENTS
** WELCOME NEW MEMBER**
Cindy Recor

THANK YOU SUMMER HELPERS!
A huge thank you goes out to the summer plant caregivers - Dianne H., Steve
and Mary B., Mickey T. and Tricia - for the assistance you provided this summer in caring for the unsold plants from our plant sale. In addition to weekly
watering, they also kept the pots weed-free and filled with soil as well appropriately labeled.
Many thanks to Joy B. and Dianne H. for spending the summer checking each
pot without growth for viability. And to Glen for keeping the grass mowed
around the plant tables.

SEED LIBRARY
We have been given the opportunity to help the Miller Garden Club start up a
seed library at the Wildermuth library in Gary. Seed donations are requested.
Native plant seeds are our specialty and will be appreciated, but other seeds
will be accepted too. There are a lot of community garden projects in the area
that would benefit in having vegetable, herb, pollinator plant seeds, etc.
Donations will be accepted in any container/envelope, but should be cleaned.
They should be labeled with common & botanical name, and any other information that you have.

If you're interested in attending the meeting at the library on September 28th,
please contact Dawn Vanzo for details 219-678-7223. Seeds will be packaged
& cataloged at that meeting.
This will be an ongoing project, so if you don’t have anything ready at our
September meeting, you can donate at a later time.

Corresponding Secretary:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net

September Meeting

Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net

We will be sharing our Summer gardening experiences at this meeting, so take
photos, observe which plants did extra well this year & which didn’t. Did you
find anything cool - a butterfly you’ve never seen before, birds nesting in your
shrubs, etc… We want to hear!!!

Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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Also, if you have a spot that needs thinning out & can spare a plant or two, or
you have some extra seeds, bring them & we’ll do some swapping after our
discussion. Please limit this to native plants only. If you don’t have anything
to share, don’t worry, you’ll probably get to bring something home anyway!

Page 2

GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

Plant Study by Jake Cseke
Rattlesnake Master (Eryngium yuccifolium)
Family: Carrot/Parsley (Apiaceae)
Genus: Eryngium
Eryngium yuccifolium, commonly known as Rattlesnake Master and sometimes as Button Snake-root, is a long-lived perennial that grows up to 5 feet
tall. Long and narrow bluish-green leaves grow upright and curved at the
plant’s base and are occasional along the main stem. Each has widely
spaced needle-like teeth along the edges. A tall, straight stem stretches upward from the cluster of leaves before eventually branching into many short
stems where the ball-shaped flower heads form. Each flower head is one
inch wide and contains an abundance of small white flowers. They last two
months before the seeds appear. Then the plant dies back and an offset
forms at it base resulting in another plant. Over several seasons a clump of
plants can form.
The plant and its flowers are so unique that it is not easily confused with
other species. Before the main stem grows it could be misidentified as a
young yucca or agave plant, to which it has no relation. It thrives in sunny
prairie and savannah habitats with moist to partially dry soils. In backyard cultivation it normally takes two, sometimes three, seasons to bloom. It is easy to
grow and maintain, and typically is not affected by disease. The plant and its
flowers attract a large variety of insects. Voles and other rodents occasionally
eat the plant’s crowns, so it is best to place plants in different spots around
your yard. To provide support to the long stem it is recommended to place
them near tall native grasses or other large flowering plants.
The name comes from settlers who claimed it could treat rattlesnake bites. The
Meskwaki used the plant and the dried seed heads in their rattlesnake medicine
dance and also to relieve ailments. Baskets and footwear were crafted from its
leaves by many Native Americans.

Garden Uses: A tall plant that has an unusual appearance and flowers. Adds
interest to a native plant garden.
Points of Interest: Beneficial for insect diversity. Monarch butterflies, swallowtail caterpillars and two highly specialized moths use this plant. Deer resistant.
Bloom Time:
Flower Color:
Height and Spread:
Light:
Soil Moisture:
Soil:
Maintenance:
Attracts:
Companion Plants:

June through August
White
3-5’ tall and 1-2’ wide
Full Sun
Moist, occasionally dry
Well drained
Low
Bees, butterflies, skippers, moths, beetles and wasps
Liatris, Echinacea, Asclepias, Allium and several native
grasses

Sources: www.illinoiswildflowers.info/prairie/plantx, newmoonnursery, fs.fed.us, “Prairie Wildflowers –
A Guide to Flowering Plants from the Midwest to the Great Plains” by Don Kurz.
Photo Credits: Top: Jake Cseke, Middle and Bottom John Hilty (www.illinoiswildflowers.info)
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Migrating Dragonflies
A “swarm migration” of dragonflies is impossible to ignore – if you’re lucky enough to see one. Thousands or millions of
these insects fly in one direction, usually toward the southeast, in the autumn. They can form a thin sheet of flying bodies,
up to a heavy cloud and can be as thick as locusts.
Even though scientists know a lot more about dragonfly migration now than they knew 20 years ago, they still can’t predict swarm reliably enough to be in the right place at the right time. There is little doubt though that dragonflies do migrate.
Dragonfly migrations are not like bird migrations – or even exactly like monarch butterflies. For bird migrations, all individuals of a species move south in the fall then move north in the spring – young & old. In contrast, most individuals of a
‘migrating’ dragonfly species do not migrate, since most are still larvae when migration occurs.
For those that do migrate, the flight south is a one-way trip. In this way dragonfly migration resembles monarch butterfly
migration. The monarch that returns to our region in the spring is a descendant many generations removed from the monarch that left in the fall. Similarly, the dragonflies that fly north in the spring are the decedents of those that departed in the
fall. Most dragonfly larvae take two or more years to develop, so, those that have migrated north in the spring are offspring of dragonflies that migrated south at least two years ago!
While dragonfly migration resembles monarch butterfly migration, it has more in common with hawk migration. In fact,
most of the data on dragonfly migration comes from hawk watchers who have noticed that a good day for watching hawks
is usually also a good day for seeing dragonflies.
Both hawks and dragonflies are driven by cold fronts in the fall. Both take advantage of air currents and ridgelines. And
both tend to cluster in large groups before their migration route passes over a large body of water. This is why Cape May,
NJ; Long Island, NY; and Cape Cod are hot spots for both large kettles
of hawks and large masses of dragonflies.
The chances of seeing a large swarm migration are slimmer in this area
because we are missing that large body of water, but, swarms have been
seen in Chicago coming from Lake Michigan. You might remember
reading about - or were maybe lucky enough to observe - the ‘Great
Chicago Dragonfly Invasion of 2015’. Keep in mind though that not
every swarm of dragonflies is a migrating swarm. Dragonflies sometimes swarm while feeding, and a few species gather to mate. In addition, not every migrating dragonfly is part of a big swarm.
Dragonfly migration season runs from July to mid-October, with its
peak in September. In this area, if you see a swarm, it will most likely
be made mostly of the common green darner, which is the most widely
distributed dragonfly in the United States and the most frequently reported migrant.
A good observation day is one with a south-moving cold front that covers most of the weather map. Even better is when
two big cold fronts come through within a few days of each other, with a north-moving warm front in between them. This
weather pattern seems to concentrate the dragonflies, although there are no sure bets when it comes to dragonfly migration. The final destination of the long-distance migrants is not yet known, though many biologists believe that Florida and
the southern U.S. states, or Mexico are the likely destinations.
Sources:

https://northernwoodlands.org/outside_story/article/dragonflies-on-the-move
https://www.wbez.org/shows/curious-city/the-great-chicago-dragonfly-invasion-explained/d6ebdca5-b918-405f-8f2b-93fbb851f18a

The Xerces Society has a lot of information about dragonflies, including migration (not necessarily swarms) on their website at:
https://xerces.org/dragonfly-migration/. There are even some citizen science projects you can contribute to.
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES
Our June meeting was a field trip to the University of Chicago Laboratory School. I can’t begin to tell you what a great time we all
had. Thank you Philip for making this happen. And a big Thanks to everyone at UCLS for
making us feel so welcome!

Our Presidents

Photo courtesy of Tonia Flowers

Photo courtesy of Tonia Flowers

In July, Karl Ackermann hosted a garden walk at his home. Wild Ones, Shirley Heinze & The Nature Conservancy were represented.
Turn-out was good, considering how hot it was that day!
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Up Coming Monarch Fests

THINGS TO DO
Programs & Hikes

Call for details & to register 219-844-3188

Gibson Woods

Oak Ridge Prairie

6201 Parrish Ave.
301 South Colfax Street
Hammond, IN
Griffith, IN 46323
———————————

Fall Weekly Bird Migration Hike
Wednesdays from September 4- October 2 2019 at 9:30 AM
Gibson Woods
Fall is a great time to see our feathered friends including thrushes,
warblers, sparrows and vireos as they migrate back to their winter
homes. Walk with a park naturalist who is visiting the Woods. Preregistration required, call 219-844-3188. Program is free, donations appreciated.
———————————

Tallgrass Prairie Hike
September 17, 2019, 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM
Gibson Woods
The land looked much different when the settlers first came to
what is now Indiana. Take a hike and ‘travel back in time’ to enjoy
the beauty of the tallgrass prairie in autumn. Pre-registration required, call 219-844-3188. Program is free, donations appreciated.
———————————

Name That Toon
Wednesdays, November 6-20 2019, December 4-18 2019, and
February 5-26 2020 from 9:30-11 AM
Gibson Woods
Increase your birding lists by enhancing your birding skills! Join
us each week as we familiarize ourselves with the bird songs we
hear in Northwest Indiana throughout the year. Pre-registration
recommended, call 219-844-3188.

———————————

Southern Lake County Parks In Autumn/Winter
Thursday, November 14: Stoney Run
Thursday, January 9: Lemon Lake
Thursday, February 13: Grand Kankakee
From 9:30-11 AM
Enjoy our local autumn and winter wonderlands with a park naturalist at the parks in the southern part of the county. Please dress
for weather! Pre-registration required, call 219-844-3188.

Inspired by Nature: Naturalistic Design Education,
Garden Tours, and Social Mixer
Wed, Sept. 11, 2019 10:30 AM – 6:00 PM
Midwest Groundcovers, 6N800 Illinois 25, St. Charles, IL
A day of education, tours, and socializing for green industry professionals. Featured speaker Claudia West is a leading
voice in the emerging field of ecological planting design. Admission for the entire day is $25. Social Mixer only is $10. 4
LA CES Education Credits Available. For more info: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/inspired-by-nature-tickets-63908420807

———————————

Full Moon Stroll

Fall Plant Swap

January 10, 2020, 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Gibson Woods

Monday, September 16, 2019 at 10 AM – 10:30 AM
Deep River County Park

Join us for the first full moon of 2020. Please dress for the weather.
Pre-registration required, call 219-844-3188. Program is designed
for adults.

Fall is the perfect time to change up your garden. At the plant
swap you can exchange your current plants for something new
without costing you anything. Just separate and pot some of your
perennials and bring them to the swap, and leave with something
new! Arrive early, plants go fast! Deep River’s General Store in
the Visitors center will be open throughout the plant swap.
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