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What a Year 2020 Has Been
Someone said recently that this has been a strange leap year… 29
days in February, 300 days in March, 5 years in April….
2020 has been heavily defined by the COVID-19 pandemic, which
has led to global social and economic disruption.

Covid-19 Cases—Monroe County

We have learned to wear masks, attend virtual meetings, keep up
with grandkids via ZOOM, cancel happy hour, stay 6’ away from
everyone, shop via Instacart, hoard toilet paper, make our own hand
sanitizer, and show our love and appreciation without hugs, kisses
and handshakes.
We first began to seriously worry about corona virus the second
week of March. As the numbers outside the Keys escalated, a
checkpoint went up near the end of March to keep visitors out of the
Keys, to protect Monroe County residents and property owners. It
worked well, keeping the number of cases low here.
And as we always expect, the best came out in the good folks of the
Florida Keys.. helping those who were impacted—churches, the
Moose, Mangrove Mike and so many organizations providing meals
and supplies to those needing them. What a special community.
Governor DeSantis signed a ban on evictions in the state due to non
-payment of rent...through August 1, 2020, to provide time for
renters and landlords to work out payment arrangements.

While the checkpoint was up, the Fills and parks were closed, non-essential businesses closed their doors, the
environment got well rested and happy, traffic… there just wasn’t any. But so many locals were unemployed.
Many of the non-essential businesses and their employees wanted the checkpoint to end. And so near the
beginning of June the checkpoint ended and the Keys re-opened to visitors.
There are 67 counties in Florida, but the three counties just north of the Keys (Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm
Beach) have 43% of all the confirmed cases of COVID-19. As a result, their residents were anxious to get out of
the house and go somewhere safe! And so when the checkpoint ended… there was a huge traffic jam coming
into the Keys. That first weekend, the Fills were overflowing, Port Antigua/White Marlin Beach saw boats
like the worst holiday weekend ever, the Channel 2 fishing bridge was jammed, and traffic was backed
up the entire length of the 18 Mile Stretch. And we were left with the task of cleaning up after them
when they went home Sunday evening.
The confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the county has gone from 98 confirmed cases for the first 3 months to 410
in the 35 days since the end of checkpoint. In Islamorada from 2 to 22. Masks are now mandatory. What next?
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Our Islamorada Village Elected Leaders

Seat 1: Deb Gillis
Councilwoman
Deb.Gillis@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 2: Chris Sante
Councilman
Chris.Sante@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 4: Ken Davis
Vice Mayor
Ken.Davis@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 3: Jim Mooney
Councilman
Jim.Mooney@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 5: Mike Forster
Mayor
Mike.Forster@
islamorada.fl.us

Seats 1, 2, 3, 5 will be open seats in the
2020 election.

The Mission of Our Village

•

Islamorada, Village of Islands, was incorporated December 31,
1997 with a mission:
To Protect the Residents' Right to Quiet Enjoyment of Life
To Plan for Enhancing Our Village Character
To Preserve Our Community; Its People, Natural Resources, and Pride
To Provide Basic Services to Support our Quality of Life
Let our elected officials know how you feel about the issues
impacting us!

Gillis, Forster are term limited.
Forster is running for county
commissioner.

•

Chris Sante was appointed to fill the
seat of Cheryl Meads who resigned.
Sante is not running.

•

Mooney is running for the state
house seat for our district.

•

Davis is the only current councilman
running for reelection.

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality
of life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.
Board of Directors: Hermine Zavar (treasurer), Fernando Franco, Chuck McWhirter, Roland Moore, Bill
Rivenbark, Mark Riley, John Myers, Enrique Zamora
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

Website: LMKA.org

Email address—LMKAnews@gmail.com

Opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles submitted with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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The Fill
From the last week of March until June, because of COVID-19, there was a
checkpoint prohibiting visitors from entering the Keys via U.S. One or Card
Sound Road. Non-essential businesses were closed; students had online
school; parks and beaches were closed, including the Fill between Upper
and Lower Matecumbe.
What happened once the checkpoint was removed was astonishing. The
first weekend was chaos as there was bumper to bumper traffic headed
from the cities to the north of the Keys headed for a “safe” destination
where the beaches, fishing piers and restaurants were opened.
The Fill was jam-packed. The sand bars were a hot bed of partying and loud music.
Should we have been prepared? YES! This was not new to the pandemic… this has been building up for the last decade
or more. A significant plan for the Fill was formulated in 2014 that never went anywhere. Click here to see the 2014
plan. Last year the Council decided to lease the Fill and take control. Click here to see the progress this past year.
To their credit, the Village was quick to act. At the June 18 Council meeting, they finally signed a lease for the Fill and
directed staff to put back cones to delineate parking and five employees were assigned to monitor on weekends. On
July 1, the Council met again and closed the Village beaches, parks and Fill for the weekend of the 4th. And established
a plan to reduce parking by 50% for the remainder of the summer.

Click here to see some of the documents related to the Fill available at LMKA.org.
Sand Bar at Beach
Port Antigua/White Marlin
Boat traffic is worse than ever before, music louder, residents
more frustrated at this popular Lower Matecumbe “sand bar.”
At the June 18 Council meeting, the vote was 5-0 on the first
reading of an ordinance to create a swim only area out 300 feet
from mean high tide, outlawing all boating activity there. On
July 16, the Council is expected to vote on the 2nd reading of
the ordinance. There is opposition to prohibiting boating here.

A June weekend—not even a holiday

This area has been of concern for many years. At the June 18 “virtual” council meeting there were well over 100 emailed
public comments read and others who spoke via Zoom… some for, some against. This is not the first time the issue has
come before the Council. Discussions date back to 2014 when meetings among council, residents and law enforcement
discussed growing concern regarding activity at the popular sandbar and issues surrounding quality of life for homeowners.
The council previously voted against the swim zone. Some of the same councilmen now believe the situation has gotten
much worse.

Click here for instructions for viewing and commenting at the July 16 virtual meeting when this issue is back
on the agenda. Everyone needs to speak up once more.
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Islamorada Village Council
Election

Monroe

November 3, 2020
Village Council Seat 1, Seat 2, Seat 3, Seat 4 and Seat 5 are up for
election. To qualify for office, you must be a registered voter with
the State of Florida, a resident of Islamorada, and must maintain
residency in Islamorada throughout the 2-year term of office. The
Village Clerk is the Qualifying Officer for Islamorada municipal
elections. Residents interested in running for Council should
contact Village Clerk/ Elections Coordinator Kelly Toth at (305) 664
-6412 to request a Candidate Election packet. Qualifying for the
2020 Village Elections begins at 12 PM on August 4, 2020 and ends
August 11, 2020 at 12 PM.
Elections in Islamorada are nonpartisan.
The candidates who have filed so far:
Seat 1: Frank Lavin, Peter Bacheler
Seat 2: Mark Gregg
Seat 3: Jenny Bell-Thomson
Seat 4: Ken Davis (incumbent)
Seat 5: Larry Zettwock, David Webb
Both candidates for seat 5 reside on Lower Matecumbe. All
other candidates live on Plantation Key.

Virtual Council
Meetings
As a result of the corona virus pandemic,
since April 16, all council meeting have
been “virtual” meetings with no public in
attendance There is no end in clear sight.
You can still participate and are encouraged
to do so. It is easier than ever to voice your
ideas, thoughts, and concerns. You can
send emails that will be read as public
comment by the Village Clerk.

Click here for instructions for viewing or
commenting at virtual meetings.

ISLAMORADA ACTIONS AND POLICIES STATUS REPORT
With each meeting agenda provided to members of Council, the staff includes a status report of pending
activities that the staff is working on at Council direction. This report is not provided to the public.
The report is intended to itemize all the requests made by council, the date of the request, the Village
department responsible, and any actions taken. The most current report from May (no June report)
showed that the earliest request not yet completed was from 2017. Click here to see most recent list.
The Fill: While the Fill has been on the front burner for years, the lease negotiations, improvements to
parking, citation amounts, and parking fees, were never placed on the Action Report.
“Plantings/shade trees for Lower Matecumbe US 1 ROW” was requested as an action item April 2019
using Village landscape mitigation funds. Additionally on September 9, 2019 FDOT presented their own
additional plan and was ready to proceed with the planting of 6601 shrubs, 281 palm trees and 152 other
trees along the bike path on Lower Matecumbe. The Village wanted to review FDOT’s plan before they
proceeded. Result…. NO plantings yet.

Perhaps it is time to make this list available on the Village website, so
the public knows the status of the issues of greatest concern to them!
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"Fragments"
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While statues across the country are being toppled, vandalized or officially removed as a result of protests, Islamorada
added some new statues along the Overseas Highway.
"Fragments" by Shiho Sato, large public art pieces, were installed recently on FDOT right of way at MM80.3 on Upper
Matecumbe as part of the US 1 Sculpture Trail. The roadside sculptures drew mixed reviews at the Islamorada Village
Council meeting Sept. 19, 2019 when approved by the Village Council by a vote of 3-1 (Forster, Meads, Mooney in favor,
Gillis, opposed, Davis absent). The FDOT has endorsed the project as part of its Community Aesthetic Features program.
Numerous sculptures, created by artists at the Art Students League of New York, are being installed permanently for the
public’s inspiration and enjoyment. The sculpture trail is the realization of an inspiration of two longtime Key West
philanthropists, John Padget and Jacob Dekker, who saw the League artists’ sculptures in New York City in 2016. The
sculptures are the result of a collaborative effort with the Monroe County Board of County Commissioners, the County’s
Art in Public Places Committee and Elizabeth Young, Executive Director of the Florida Keys Council of the Arts.

Lobster Mini Season
Islamorada Vice Mayor, Ken Davis, added an item to the July 1 Special Call Council meeting—recommending the
state cancels 2020 Lobster Mini-Season scheduled this month. The council agreed to write to the governor and now
Mr. Davis is asking for residents to help…
“Our COVID cases tripled when the doors were opened to tourist on June 1. Please let our County
Commisioners know you want Mini Season canceled. Send an email urging them to write a letter to the
Governor asking him to cancel Mini Season. It can work if commercial fishermen are allowed to "soak and
pull" their traps before divers have access to the water. This will help alleviate conflicts that led to the
creation of a popular tourist sport where divers annually rape and pillage our environment and will lead to
another escalation of COVID infections taxing our limited medical resources.”

While the County Commission chose to take no action, it is not too late to let them know you are disappointed.
1.Mayor-Heather Carruthers: boccdis3@monroecounty-fl.gov 305-292-3430
2.Mayor Pro-tem Michelle Coldiron:boccdis2@monroecounty-fl.gov; 305-292-4512
3.Sylvia Murphy: boccdis5@monroecounty-fl.gov; 305-453-8787
4.David Rice: boccdis4@monroecounty-fl.gov: 305-289-6000
5.Craig Cates: boccdis1@monroecounty-fl.gov; 305-292-3440

Email the Governor too: GovernorRon.Desantis@eog.myflorida.com

Membership Application/Renewal
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First Name(s): _____________________________
Last Name: _______________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________

Phone (local): _____________________________

Protect the marine
environment.

Other phone: ______________________________

Help your neighbors.

Provide your email please!

Pick up some trash.

Volunteer.
Drive defensively.
Let the council know your
feelings about important
issues.
And please stay healthy!

Email: ___________________________________

We only use the email address to send
newsletters, information and reminders
about Lower Matecumbe.
Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

FLORIDA KEYS NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY:
1ST OFFSHORE “HOT SPOT” FOR PROTECTION
LEAVE NO TRACE PROGRAM

Take only pictures, leave only bubbles Click here for story

What does “too much” do to our reef?
A huge crowd of boats at Alligator all weekend for the 4th of July

