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Dear Friends
As I write today, it’s at a time when I seem to be involved in death.
As a Minister in the Church I’ve learnt how to step into my role in times like this
so that families and loved ones can have the space they need to grieve. The
funeral is sometimes one of those places, but not always. Death, although it can
be devastating for those left behind is a moment in everyone's life for reﬂection,
on a life lived, death and the consequences of death.
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One of the people that I have had the honour of doing their funeral was George.
From the moment I arrived he was ill. I actually ﬁrst met him in hospital. A funny
Scottish man, full of life and energy but extremely ill. After about the fourth visit
George was anxious about death. His main concern was on those he was leaving
behind. We spoke, prayed and laughed together as we made a ‘plan’. When he
got out of hospital he put all these fears in their right place and sorted out the
bureaucratic issues. I was called to see him and told ‘George is dying, you need
to go now’, so I did. When I arrived at George’s apartment I could hear singing.
As I walked into the room George was laid peacefully, his wife was singing “How
Great Thou Art”. She was praising God at her husbands death bed
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Cecil was a long term Christian man who I also met just before he died. The last
time I saw Cecil he couldn’t speak but he did something that changed my life: he
took my hand and he kissed it. Why would he do that? To me? The only
conclusion I can come to is that this man was gracious enough to thank me with
a kiss. One of the most beautiful acts of humanity I have ever experienced in my
life.
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Special points of interest

Welcome to the all new Amesbury Messenger
The new look Amesbury Messenger is here. We want the Amesbury Messenger
to be the go-to place for all your community news and events. To do this we
need your help! We want to feature more articles from the members of the
parish. Do you have a community event you want to share? Some parish news
or just an interesting story about the local area? Let us know. Our contact
information is on the back cover.
Thank you and we hope you enjoy this months edition.
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Amesbury History Centre AGM
The Amesbury History Centre’s AGM was held on the 13th June at which votes were taken on
many issues and reports were given on the best year the centre has seen so far.
Gemma Allerton was voted back in as Chair, Peter Davies remained as Treasurer and Christina
Gane remained as Display Coordinator. The position of Publicity Secretary was ﬁlled by Tim
Bebbington and the role of Membership Secretary was also ﬁlled by Pat Montgomery. The role
of Volunteer Coordinator is still available.
Another role which is yet to be ﬁlled is that of Secretary after the resignation of Pat Carter. Pat
has been part of the centre since its beginnings and has worked tirelessly, bringing passion
and enthusiasm to the role. Although Pat remains very involved with the centre we will miss
her very much from the committee and really can’t thank her enough for the work she has
done, keeping us all in line, for the past few years.
Pats retirement leaves a big hole and one which must be ﬁlled for us to carry on with
successful running of the centre. If you think you would like this exciting role which is at the
forefront of the activities to do with the new build, or you know someone who might be
interested, please contact the centre either by person, on phone 07522312124 or by email
amesburyhistorycentre@gmail.com all roles have a description that is available on demand.
The AGM was also an exciting opportunity for us to seek the permission from the members to
go ahead and become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation. This will help immensely when
the new build arrives with discount on rates and increase proﬁt with gift aid.
We are very excited by the future of the centre and the newly elected committee are raring to
get started!

Ride and Stride is a Great Day Out!
The 2017 Ride+Stride in aid of The Wiltshire
Historic Churches Trust takes place this year
on Saturday 9th September. It is not
necessary to be super-ﬁt to take part in
Ride+Stride; even a gentle stroll from one church to another can constitute participation.
For those who would prefer not to Ride+Stride, there is always the opportunity to support the
day by sponsoring others, or by helping out by providing refreshments on the day. Please
contact the Parish Organiser, Rachel Verbinnen, on 01980 677311 to register your interest in
taking part.
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It Was A Night To Remember
In May the Friends of Amesbury Abbey Church of St Mary and St Melor hosted a concert
where the performers were Builth Wells Male Voice Choir, Salisbury Plain Military Wives
Choir and Amesbury Abbey Church Choir.
They sang all sorts of hits from Walk the line to Hallelujah, Fix you and Rhythm of life. The
highlight performance was
The Les Misérables Classic
Bring Him Home sang by
the Male Voice Choir, and
the Grand Finale where all
three choirs came together.
Thank you to all who
attended
the
sell-out
concert and helped raise a
massive £2000.
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THE WYNDHAM HALL 200 CLUB
The Winners of the May 2017 Draw are:

1st: £50
2nd: £25
3rd: £10

Harriet Pope
Helen Cobb
Pat Lawrence

For more information contact Mr. Gerry Southwell, 01980 625199.
The Wyndham Hall is available to hire, See the back cover for information.

Dear Friends Continued From Page 1
Two men who like me had issues with their kids, broken relationships, a sense of not working
hard enough, a love of Jesus and of those around them made me realise the depth of love
and honour there can be at a time of death.
To be invited into such a space is an honour for me, it’s almost indescribable. However, death
still hurts those left behind. It’s so sudden even when it takes months or even years to die.
The feeling of emptiness and loneliness can be cut with a knife but the human spirit can be
strong. It can keep us going, strengthen us, even give us purpose after a death. Especially in
these times we don’t always know what to do, we feel inadequate, we don’t talk about such
things, we can even go into ‘ignore’ mode. Please don’t. My experience tells me that if you
do, you may miss something so beautiful it will change your life.
As a Christian I see death as a time of remembering how we walked with God in our lives.
Secondly it is not ﬁnal. It seems it and it looks like it, but for me it cannot be. If life is hard at
times surely death must be different? Having experienced something of God on earth then
what will it actually be like to see Him face to face? I hold onto the fact that Jesus has
prepared a place for me, yes even me.
If you're in a time of grief as you read this may God Bless You with an overwhelming sense of
His presence and love. May he help us all to talk more about death and help us in those times
when death consumes us as we live.
Bless you all, Paul Rees
Minister of Amesbury Methodist Church
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Well Done Queen’s Award
Rebecca Herrett, a Brigader with 1st Amesbury Girls Brigade
has completed the Queen’s Award. Rebecca was presented
with her badge and certiﬁcate by Amesbury Mayoress, Alison
Williams during the Girls Brigade Annual Open Evening. The
Queen’s Award is an International Award, which challenges
young people between 15 and 23 years, to build their
conﬁdence and inspires them to play their part in Girls
Brigade, the Church and the Community. It is completed over
a minimum of 2 years, with a compulsory residential
weekend and the completion of six modules: Voluntary
service, Initiative / leadership tasks, Girls Brigade
commitment and service, a Personal challenge, an exam on
Citizenship, Girls Brigade & Britain’s heritage and faith
development.

Do you have something interesting to
say? We want to feature your article!
Contact us using to information on the
back page.

Amesbury Street Pastors
need you!
The Street Pastors operate on Friday and
Saturday nights to offer support, primarily
to vulnerable young people, as part of a
team. The minimum age is 18, but there is
no upper limit. To ﬁnd out more contact
Keith Leslie on 01722 323898.
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Amesbury Evening WI June 1st Meeting
Our meeting opened with singing Jerusalem,
followed by apologies.
The speaker was Moira Newman who gave us
an insight into being a volunteer at Marwell
Zoo in the 90's, showing us photos of some of
the animals she helped looked after and gave
talks about to the public.
Her greatest fear at ﬁrst were snakes which took a while to over come.
A vote of thanks was given by Bridget Duff.
Break followed after which we had our ﬁnancial, group and friendship reports.
We look forward to Amesbury Carnival on June 17th where we will be having a tea and cake
stand.
Thank you again to all our ladies who are making cakes or helping on the day.
Also Walk For Wards on July 2nd, never too late to sponsor one or more of our members.
We also look forward to an extra meeting on August 17th when David V Thomas will give us a
talk on, “The Crown Jewels.”
Competition winner was Freda Hodge with her cake made with honey.
Birthday posies were given and we had our raffle.
The next meeting in July 13th 19.30hrs in Antrobus House Amesbury, which will be a talk by
Linda Dausett, “My Journey To The Weakest Link.”
Competition, A Word Puzzle.
Also at this meeting will be a WI Adviser.
Do come along to our friendly group all welcome.

A Walk In The Park
The 'Sociable Strollers' are a monthly
walking group. A great chance to be
involved in the community and enjoy a
nice day out! If you would like to join
them on their next walk, please contact
Jeanette A’Court for more information, on
01980 259054
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Regular Services and Groups
The Abbey Church of St Mary and St Melor

Amesbury Methodist Church

Sunday

Sunday
10.30am
6pm

First Sunday only:
8am
9.30am
10am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Refreshments and crafts in
church
All-age Eucharist, followed by
refreshments in the Wyndham
Hall

Worship with Junior Church
Worship

Monday

Other Sundays

8pm

Singing for the Brain / Memory
Café
Scottish Country Dancing

8am
10am

Tuesday
10.30am
2pm
5.45pm

Prayer Time
Archers Songsters
Girls Brigade

Wednesday
1pm
6pm
7pm

Alabare
Tai Chi
Bible Study

Thursday
10pm
1pm
8pm

Mencap
Yoga
Scottish Country Dancing

Saturday
10-11.30am

Coffee Morning

6pm

1.15-4.15pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist (with Sunday
School), followed by refreshments in
the Wyndham Hall
Sung Evensong on 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sundays
‘Special Service’ on 5th Sundays –
as advertised
Compline on all Sunday evenings
during Lent and Advent

Monday to Friday:
8.30am
4pm

Morning Office
Evening Office

Wednesdays:

11am

Sunday (Fourth Sunday of the month)
2.30pm
Faith and Light (4th Sunday of
the month only)

Eucharist, followed by refreshments
in the Wyndham Hall

Holy Days (as advertised):
7.30

Contact information on the back cover

Sung Eucharist

Other Festivals, including Christmas and Easter
please see advertised services
Contact information on the back cover
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Regular Services and Groups
Amesbury Baptist Church

St Mary and St Melor Calendar Corner

Sunday
10.30am
Sunday Service
(Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays)
7.30pm
Brix (teenagers church)

Sunday 2nd July
10.00am
Church Parade for Scout
Group
Contact: Tony Pryor-Jones

Monday
10.30, 17.30, 19.30 Slimming World

Monday 3rd July
7.30pm
Ring of Prayer
Contact: Dawn Williamson

Tuesday
9.30-10.00
19.00
Wednesday
10.30
12.15-12.30

Music Bugs
AA meet

17.30, 19.30

Bible Study
Lunch with speaker
(2nd Wed in the month)
Slimming World

Thursday
9.30-11.30
19.30

Noah's Ark (Mums and Tots)
Music group practice

Saturday
9.00
9.00

Mon/Tue 24th/25th July
9am –1pm
Summer Holiday Children’s
Club
Contact: Sophie Moody
An online calendar is now available to view,
with all Church and Wyndham hall events.
Find the link at www.maryandmelor.com

Men's breakfast (Second
Saturday)
Women's breakfast (Last
Saturday)

Contact information on the back cover
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Just For Kids
Children's Summer Holiday
Club
Amesbury Churches Together are
running a summer holiday club on
Monday 24th and Tuesday 25th of July
from 9am to 1pm.
The activities will be held at the
Amesbury Methodist Church and all
primary school age children (5-11) are
welcome.
The cost is £2 per child per day and
includes refreshments. Please bring a
packed lunch and a named carrier bag.
The activities include: Crafts, Games,
Cooking, Exploring and a Quiz.

Amesbury Scarecrow Trail
The next Amesbury Scarecrow Trail will be
held in September, and we need your
Scarecrows!
After last years’ successful trail, we are
back and hoping to be even bigger!
If you want to make a Scarecrow this year
then contact Jan Swindlehurst on 01980
625467

All Age Eucharist
Join us at St Mary and St Melor from 9.30am
for Refreshments, Fun, Crafts and Activities
in church with an informal service beginning
at 10.00am on the ﬁrst Sunday of the
Month.
Ideal for families, children and young
people. There will also be craft/activities
available in the children's area during the
Parish Eucharist (on other Sundays), for use
under the supervision of parents or carers.
'Busy bags' will also be made available for
use by younger children during the service.
For further information contact Fr Darren,
on 01980 259054
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ADVERTISING in the AMESBURY MESSENGER
Advertising prices;
Full page A4 - £180 for 10 issues; £20 for 1 ad.
Half page A5 - £100 for 10 issues : £15 for 1 ad.
Quarter page - £75 for 10 issues: £10 for 1 ad.
One eighth page - £50 for 10 issues: £5 for 1 ad.
Please contact Angela Bayliss on:
01980 623846
angelarroadnightbayliss@msn.com

Contact Information
The Abbey Church of St Mary And St Melor & The Wyndham Hall
Fr Darren A’Court
Tel: 01980 677244
Website: www.maryandmelor.com
Facebook: @Maryandmelor
Office hours are usually Monday and Wednesdays 9.15am—
2.15pm

St Mary and St Melor Parish Office
Wyndham Hall
Church Street
Amesbury
SP4 7EU
Mobile: 07941 381625

Amesbury Baptist Church
Revd Barry Davis
Tel. 01980 625255
Website: www.amesburybaptist.org.uk
Facebook: @amesburybaptist

Amesbury Baptist Centre
Butterﬁeld Drive
Amesbury
SP4 7SN

Amesbury Methodist Church & Hall
Rev. Paul Rees
Tel. 01980 676766
email paulrees678@msn.com
Junior Church Coordinator, Girls Brigade Leader
Gillian Clarke Tel. 01980 623563

HALL BOOKINGS:
Liz Rose
Tel. 01980 623541
Amesbury Methodist Church
High Street
Amesbury SP4 7ET

Amesbury messenger enquiries
Email Mark:

mgverbinnen@gmail.com
12

Sally Down: 01980 624085
Editor, Mark Verbinnen: 07590 335103

