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 Ed i tor  's Desk

Dear  fr iends,

                           Life imposes things on you that you can?t 
control, but you still have the choice of how you?re going 
to live through this.? ? Celine Dion

H appy Reading!!

Regards,

Bhavna Botta

connectspecial  .in



Tech i n n ovat i on s chan gi n g the w ay of  l i fe.

Tr an scen ce

                                       The deaf can com m unicate via 
one-on-one conversat ions using sign language or  
l ip-reading, but about when a group conversat ion ar ises? 

                                   Transcence offer s a great solut ion that can 
st i l l  keep the deaf in  group conversat ions.

                                           In  a conversat ion, wi th the use of each 
par t icipant?s sm ar tphone?s m icrophone, the app catches 
what they are saying then conver ts i t  in to text in  r eal-t im e.

                                    Each speaker  has i ts cor responding text 
bubble, di fferent iated by color , just l ike what you would 
f ind in  a regular  group m essaging chat r oom .

https://innovators.berkeley.edu/spotlights/transcence-app-makes-group-conversations-between-deaf-and-hearing-possible/


                    Dot is a wearable that is also the wor ld?s f i r st  
Brai l le sm ar twatch. Dot is a pract ical  solut ion that is m ore 
affordable than regular  e-Brai l le devices, which m ay cost 
thousands, yet st i l l  works wel l  for  the bl ind. Dot helps the 
bl ind access m essages, tweets, even books anywhere and at 
any t im e.

                              Technical ly, th is tool  funct ions with six dots 
on four  cel ls found on the sur face of the sm ar twatch.

                       These dots wi l l  r aise or  lower  to form  4 letter s in  
Brai l le at any t im e. I t  can connect via Bluetooth to any 
sm ar tphone, then retr ieve and tr anslate the text (fr om  an 
em ai l  or  m essaging app) in to Brai l le for  i ts owner.

                   W hen you receive a cal l  on your  sm ar tphone, the 
Dot W atch vibrates and displays the nam e of the cal ler. 
Every text m essage you receive on the sm ar tphone is 
instant ly tr anslated to Brai l le and forwarded to your  Dot 
W atch.



H el pfu l  l i st  of  tech  sol u t i on s

Or iginal ly featured in  Access and Inclusion through 
Technology
http:/ /www.accessandinclusion.news/# /
https:/ / a11yby.com /dyslexia-10-tech-t ips/

1) Scr een  Reader  /  Text  to Speech

- TextH elp Read&W r ite

- Apple Read      Aloud

- Am azon Alexa (Reads Am azon Books)

- Browsealoud

- SuperNova M agnif ier  and Screen Reader

- NVDA Screen      r eader

- Zoom text M agnif ier  and Screen Reader

- ClaroRead

- Office 365      Read text aloud

2) Voi ce Di ctat i on

- Dragon Professional

- iOS Dictat ion

- W indows 10

- G-Suite Dictat ion Suppor t

- M icrosoft  Off ice 365 Dictat ion Suppor t

http://www.accessandinclusion.news/#/
https://a11yby.com/dyslexia-10-tech-tips/
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT208343
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT208343
https://support.microsoft.com/en-gb/help/4042244/windows-10-use-dictation
https://support.microsoft.com/en-gb/help/4042244/windows-10-use-dictation
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/4492226
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/4492226
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/4492226


3) Note tak i n g

- Sonocent Audio Notetaker

- Apple Penci l

- Digi tal  Ink       ? OneNote

- Google Keep

4) Al ter n at i ve M i n d  m appi n g

- Inspirat ion 9

- M indJet M anager

- Lucidchar t

- M URALM i n d  M aps

5) W or d  pr ocessi n g & Col l abor at i on

- Off ice 365

- Google G-Suite

- Zoom

- M icrosoft  Team s

- Scanning Pens (M any wi l l  also provide text to speech 

funct ional i ty)



6) Passw or d  Assi stan ce

- 1Password X

- Apple FaceID & Biom etr ic Fingerpr in t scanner

- Voice authenticat ion

- Apple Keychain

- Chrom e Password Vaul t

7) Di gi tal  Assi stan t

- Am azon Alexa

- Google Assistant

- Apple Sir i

- TBI /  H om e      Autom ation

8) Di ctaphon e

- Olym pus DS-2600

- Olym pus DM -7700

- Olym pus VP-10

- Olym pus VN-541PC

- Olym pus W S-852

- Olym pus VN-541PC

- Phi l ips DVT1300 ? Includes Dragon Natural ly Speak ing 

Update Recorder  Edi t ion



9) H eadphon es/  M i cr ophon e

- Andrea headphone   that include dual  ear  and m ic are 

often m ost sui table (Andrea EDU-225M )

- Jabra Evolve 65

- Plantron ics Audio 400 DSP

- Sam son go      m ic (For  better  voice pickup)

- Plantron ics Savi  W 440

10) M ed i tat i on  & M i n d fu l n ess Apps

- H eadspace

- Calm

11) BONUS Dysl exi a Suppor t

- iDyslexic

- W elcoM e app  by Neatebox

- W eCanAccess



In n ovat i ve Tech devel opm en ts to k eep an  eye on   -

 Gui desen se is a new assist ive wearable fr om  the VTT 
Technical  Research Center  of Fin land. The device, which is 
designed to aid visual ly im paired people with m obi l i ty in  
day-to-day l i fe, can sense objects and obstacles in  the 
sur rounding environm ent and relay those obstacles to i ts 
user  through the use of both haptic and audio feedback . 

                                    Guidesense is worn around one's waist. The 
fanny pack -sized device contains m i l l im eter  wave radar  
sensors that are capable of detect ing even m inute objects in  
fr ont of the wearer. I f  i t  senses that the wearer  is 
approaching a nearby obstacle, vibrat ing m otors inside the 
device wi l l  buzz an aler t .

                                  Guidesense's developers ran the device 
through a shor t test wi th 25 visual ly im paired people, and 
80 percent of those people fel t  that the device im proved 
their  confidence in  independent m obi l i ty and or ientat ion.



The Br ai n  Pow er  Au t i sm  System  H as Gam i f i ed  Li fe 
Sk i l l s Tr ai n i n g
The Brain  Power  Autism  System  is leveraging aspects of 
augm ented real i ty and ar t i f icial  in tel l igence to encourage 
those with aut ism  to m ake eye contact and better  r ecognize 
the em otions of others.

Through the im plem entat ion of a google-m ade wearable, 
the com pany has effect ively gam ified the teaching of 
pract ical  l i fe sk i l ls. The device is a sim ple unobtrusive pair  
of glasses that are equipped with Brain  Power 's 3D m otion 
sensing technology. The glasses task  the wearer  to m ake 
eye contact wi th their  peers, r ewarding the user  wi th a 
num er ical  poin t system , every t im e they m ake and hold eye 
contact. In  addi t ion, the glasses enable the wearer  to un lock  
var ious gold star s and car toon f igures for  accurately 
guessing a peer 's em otions.

This im m ersive and enter tain ing device has shown 
sign i f icant r esul ts am ong the aut ist ic com m unity through 
providing the user  wi th im m ersive assist ive exper ience and 
education

The 'Fusi on ' Cam er a In cor por ates the Fun ct i on al i ty  of  a 
Sm ar tphon e

The 'Fusion ' Cam era is the design work  of Louis Berger  and 
offer s a bevy of funct ional i t ies that m ake i t  a sui table piece 
of equipm ent for  those who are avid photographers as wel l  
as those who have visual  im pairm ents.



This is thanks to the screen on the cam era that is capable of 
providing a tact i le exper ience for  users to touch and 
in teract wi th to capture m om ents in  a way that is fam i l iar  to 
them  and that doesn 't  r equire sight to be exper ienced.

The 'Fusion ' Cam era also boasts a sm ar t lens for  easy and 
fast hardware upgrades, a pressure-sensi t ive button control  
system  and a m odern user  in ter face that can be adaptive to 
di fferent uses. The cam era is chrom atical ly designed in  
several  color s to m ake i t  a styl ish yet versat i le solut ion for  
shutterbugs.

To share and read archives log on to 
connectspecial .in

To subscr ibe wr i te to 
botta.bhavna@gm ail .com


