BROADCASTING AND REPRODUCTION OF SERMONS
(By Dr. M. Stephanie Zeller - July 2016)
WHY CHURCHES NEED A SPEAKER'S PERMISSION TO BROADCAST OR RECORD
Often a church will want to broadcast or record a sermon or a conference, sell a CD, DVD or MP3 of the event, or otherwise make the service or conference available on the church website.
Because a speaker has a property right in his or her own sermon, the church cannot broadcast or reproduce that teaching without permission of the speaker. 
To secure that permission, the church would obtain a written release from from anyone who speaks at the church. Typically, the form would grant the church a "non-exclusive" license to broadcast and reproduce the teaching.  
SAMPLE SPEAKERS RELEASE FORM
I have been invited to speak at a workshop, plenary session or other setting at the First Church “xyz” Conference to be held on ____________________ at ______, New York.
(1)  Required:  I give First Community Church permission to make a live broadcast of my messages, workshops, interviews, and/or other comments (my "messages") online and/or by other communication media.  A live broadcast may be accessed on the First Community Church website for a full 24 hours following the event.
(2)  Requested:  In addition (subject to my right to revoke any portion of this license at any time upon 5 days written notice to First Community Church) I grant to First Community Church the following permissions:
[ ] Yes [ ] No: First Community Church may sell or give away recordings (audio and/or visual) of my message both individually and/or packaged with other messages during the conference and for 2 years thereafter.
[ ] Yes [ ] No: First Community Church may make my message available for download on its web site indefinitely (with or without charge)
[ ] Yes [ ] No: First Community Church may edit recordings prior to release to the public.
(3)  Non-Transferable:  First Community Church agrees that it may not transfer this non-exclusive license to any other person or entity without my express consent.
(4)  Duplicate Master :  First Community Church agrees that it will provide me with a duplicate master copy of my messages from the conference.
(5)  Derivative Works:  First Community Church shall have no right to make derivative works based on the license granted herein.  Nothing herein shall diminish my right to sell or market my messages or make derivative works based on my message.
_____________________________ Speaker Signature and Date
 
_____________________________ Church Signature and Date
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