HUFF'S CHURCH CHATTER

July 2019
Church Address: 540 Conrad Rd., Alburtis, 18011
Church office: 610-845-2626 Church & Chapel: 610-845-2541
Pastor Home Office: 610-944-5923
Office email: office@huffschurch.com
Website: www.huffschurch.com
Facebook Page: Huff’s Union Church, Inc.
Facebook Group: Huff’s Union Church
MISSION STATEMENT
We, the members of Huff’s Union Church, desiring to
be blessed together with Word and Sacrament and to become
evermore the Body of Christ in our world, do hereby commit
ourselves to a ministry which includes increasingly meaningful worship, creative Christian Education, intentional witnessing, dedicated service, and responsible support.
Making Disciples: Inside and Out. UCC slogan: God
is still speaking. ELCA slogan: God’s work, our hands.
Terrific Tuesday: July 23 from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
A free kid-friendly event featuring ice breaker games, activities, crafts, a special program, snacks and devotions for ages 3 to
12. Come see what amazing things can happen when Professor
Gary uses science to create some fun activities.
No pre-registration necessary.

Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School is quickly approaching. Our theme this
year is To Mars and Beyond. Our VBS will be held on July 8-12,
2019 from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. for children ages 3 to 12; younger
children welcome if with parent. Throughout the week the children will be participating in storytelling, music, science, crafts
and games. Each evening the children will receive a light snack
before going home. Questions? Please get in contact with Rachel
Welch at 484-226-0333. You may find the registration form on
the website (www.huffschurch.com) or pick one up on the bulletin table at church. Mail in completed forms, scan and e-mail
form, or put in Rachel’s mailbox at church (in the annex room).
Vacation Bible School Help Requested
VBS is in need of help for the following areas:
Preschool: One person to help our youngest group.
Crafts: A few extra hands to help the children to create their
crafts.
Guides: A person to be with the children as they go to the various
learning stations.
We also need a few people to help children with bathroom
breaks throughout the night. If you are interested in any of these
areas, please contact Rachel Welch at 484-226-0333.
2019 Vacation Bible School Offering
submitted by Kathy Welch, Mission Outreach Committee
This year the offering received during Vacation Bible School
will go to support the United Church of Christ USA Emergency
Fund. This special fund has been set up to help with, as of midJune, over 20 natural disasters that have been declared across the
United States including severe storms, straight-line winds, flooding, landslides and mudslides. Tornadoes beset multiple states
more than 12 days in a row. And California is seeing an outbreak
of wildfires. Thousands of people have been displaced, and some
have died. Homes, farms and other businesses have suffered billions of dollars of damage. Stretches of major highways have
been damaged. Waste water treatment and electrical systems have
been compromised. Millions of bushels of stored crops have been
lost. Where water has receded, people are assessing the damage to
their homes and deciding whether to rebuild, demolish or leave.
If you would like to give to this special offering, please mark
your envelope VBS UCC Emergency USA Fund.
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Acolyte and Crucifer Schedule
7/7/19

Tucker Ruch, Avery Dixon, Austin Hall, Alex Hersh
and Chase Longacre

7/14/19

Outdoor Service

7/21/19

Avery Dixon, Logan Scott and Gavin Hess

7/28/19 Maisy Funk, Kara Benfield and Alayna Watkins
Acolyte News
You should have received an acolyte/crucifer schedule for the
months of July through September of 2019. If you did not receive one, please contact the office and one will be mailed to you.
If you cannot be at worship for your assigned date, swap with another person, and let the acolyte supervisor of the month know
this. July's supervisor is Dena Lebo-Funk (610-621-4574; e-mail:
lebo-funk@comcast.net)
Congregational Meeting - 7.21.19
Bill Stoudt has been checking and evaluating the boiler, and
has determined that it needs more than just tender loving care!
Three out of seven sections of it have gone bad and need to be
replaced. You might ask, why not repair them? Bill determined
that it would actually take more time and money to do that. Even
so, the preliminary estimated cost for the project is over
$38,000. In addition, the acidity of the water (which has been
verified through multiple tests) has been contributing to the deterioration of the internal parts. Bill highly recommends that a water treatment system, at a cost of almost $6,000, be installed in
order to prevent future corrosion due to acidity. Keeping in mind
that there can be unforeseen difficulties, we should be prepared
to spend $50,000 on the project, if necessary.
The high cost of the project is the reason this needs to be
brought before the congregation for approval. The congregational meeting is scheduled to be held during the 8:00 am and 10:30
am worship services on July 21st. If you have questions about
the work or its costs, please ask Bill Stoudt or a council member
prior to the congregational meeting so you are comfortable with
your vote. Do try to attend either one of those services so we
have enough for a quorum. It is imperative that this project move
forward as soon as possible, in order to ensure that we have heat
in the church this coming fall and winter!
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Special Offering Opportunity for July
During the year, we offer eight special denominationally related offering opportunities--four through ELCA related agencies,
and four to support UCC national programs. In July we ask you
to consider making your extra gift to our own congregation, to
enable us to continue to do God's work in our community.
If you are interested in an outreach offering, the Vacation Bible School offering for this year is to help with natural disasters in
the United States. You may mark your giving envelope: UCC
Emergency USA Fund and give using an envelope on the bulletin table in the church, create your own envelope with this heading, or mark this on the blank line on your offering envelopes.
Summer Travel Time Is Here
As many of you travel or have lots of summer plans that may
take you away from Huff’s Church, we hope you will remember
that the church continues in its work to make a difference in our
world and in our community. Please consider sending in your
weekly offering when you are away. You may also want to sign
up for the Simply Giving program, which allows you to send your
offering from your bank account to the church electronically. See
article (Help Us Grow) which explains more about Simply Giving.
Miller Keystone Blood Drive
The Miller-Keystone Blood Mobile will be in our parking lot
on July 15, 2018 from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m. Please consider donating
to this worthwhile and very necessary cause. Donating is quite
simple and usually only takes about thirty minutes. You will
need to stop using anything with aspirin 48 hours before you donate and will be asked to remain for about fifteen minutes after
your donation is completed to be sure that everything is fine (a
snack is provided!!). While walk-ins are always welcome, you
may sign up for a certain time on the "Drive Schedule" form in
the upper narthex or on-line at the Miller-Keystone website.
Thank you in advance for being part of this life-saving process.
Manna
The Manna Service for July will be held on Sunday, July 21
at 9:00 a.m.
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Six Weeks of Prayer
Last month the Associate Minister of the Pennsylvania
Southeast Conference, Rev. Sharon Morris, challenged congregations to engage in six weeks of in-depth prayer, asking for God
to help us discern how we are to be in ministry and mission. Beginning with July 1, I ask you to join me in daily prayer for
Huff’s Church, that we might sense the direction in which God is
nudging us to act. Let’s not be afraid to talk about what we
sense. As you pray, you might find you are called to do something as an individual, that might inspire a group to join you in
doing this particular task. You might find you have a softer spot
in your heart for a particular group of people, and you might
begin to discern a way to reach out to them. I really cannot predict how God’s Holy Spirit will move among us, but I do know
that God is alive and well, and still directing those who are open
to God’s call. As the boy Samuel was told to say, when God
called him, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening,” I pray
that Huff’s Church members will listen, then talk together to find
ways to move into answering God’s call.
You may share by putting your thoughts into the Dream Box,
near the water fountain on the street level of church.
Adult Learning and Fellowship Opportunity
Small Group meets on a regularly scheduled time, the first Saturday of the month, in the downstairs of the Chapel to do a Bible
Study. There will be a time of sharing (ice-breaker) followed by
the theme of the day. Small group meets from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. for study/discussion time, and from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
to share a meal (bring something to share with the group). If you
would like more information, please contact Jane Arndt (610-4628164) or Lea Kline (610-845-8431). July’s meeting will be held
on Saturday, July 6.
275th Anniversary Booklet
We would like to compile a 275th Anniversary Booklet containing memories of our congregation or prayers written for our
congregation. Please have your submissions in the Dream Box
by July 31, 2019. We are hoping many members will take the
time to share a story or two.
Lunch Bunch
Meets Tuesday, July 16, 2019 at noon at the Bower’s Hotel in
Bowers, PA. All are welcome.
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Pastor’s Article
Dear Christian Friends,
Do you ever wonder what God has in store for you, what God
would have you do? You may be still in high school, or in your
elder years, but God still has a plan for you if you are willing to
follow it.
In the book of Acts, the apostle Paul has a clear call to go to
Macedonia. Here is how the Bible tells it: During the night Paul
had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” (Acts 16: 9)
How does Paul respond? The story continues, ”When he [Paul]
had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the
good news to them.” (Acts 16: 10) Paul received the call, then
tried to do what God asked Paul to do.
Don’t you wish your call were just as simple? God making it
abundantly clear what God would like you to do, so that you
might respond? Yet many Christians feel it’s hard to know just
exactly what God wants us to do. We sense this in the church.
Does God want us to focus on bringing new people to Christ? Do
we have the skills needed for this? Does God want us to focus on
doing good deeds for those in need? Do we have the abilities for
this? Does God want us to be a church known for its excellent
worship, and just what should that worship look like? Does God
want us to be known for our outreach into the community? Does
God want something else of us? Shall we be a church that cares
for children and families, or for older people who have lost family
members so that we become their family? What is our calling?
How shall we live it out? How do we help others discover the
good news of Jesus when they don’t come into our doors? How
do we go out into the world to demonstrate the love of Jesus
through our good deeds? How can we be motivated not to lose
heart, when it seems no one cares about what we are offering
them? How should we change and how should we stay the same?
How can we know what God wants? The best way to learn
God’s intention for Huff’s Church, and for our members, is to
pray earnestly for God’s guidance, then to be open to following
God’s lead. Last month we talked about every church being a
church in transition. We cannot sit and wait for people to discover us, but we need to be about finding ways to reach into our hurting world, with good news and practical help. Associate Conference Minister Sharon Morris tells congregations that the first step
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Pastor’s Article (continued)
is to be a church at prayer, and suggests taking a six week period
to pray for discernment about God’s will for Huff’s Church.
Seems like a great idea, especially since we are in our 275th year
of celebrating the UCC congregation of Huff’s Union Church. If
the church had not kept changing with the times, we’d still be
holding worship in German, singing hymns from the 1700’s,
lighting with lanterns, and hand pumping the organ. What has
stayed the same is the deep and abiding faith that Jesus matters,
and our lives are lived under his guidance, whatever that might
mean, and wherever that might inspire us to go to show his love.
Let’s take up that challenge to earnestly pray for God’s guidance for Huff’s future, and let God be the one who shows us
where we are needed.
In Christian prayer, Pastor Jane Kropa
Pastor’s Sabbatical
Instead of taking twelve consecutive weeks of Sabbatical time
at once, which is the typical Sabbatical granted to pastors of
Huff's Church, after seven years of pastoral service, I am going to
take three weeks a year for four years. In 2019 my Sabbatical
will begin on Saturday, July 13 and go through Friday, August 2.
Pastor Jerel Gade (610-428-6300) will cover for any pastoral concerns. For Reading/Pottstown area emergencies, Pastor Linda
Kozlowski (484-529-2241) will be on call for pastoral emergencies. Sundays will be covered by a VBS Sunday at 10:30 and
Haydn Hallman at 8 a.m. on July 14, and by a UCC Member in
Discernment (student pastor) Kim Adamson (who supplied for
me last year) on each of the next two Sundays. I think you’ll be
delighted.
What is a Sabbatical? It is not a vacation, but a time for a
pastor to spend some time de-compressing and intentionally taking time to connect with God. I plan to take some time to destress, to reconnect with God, and to do a daily walk or yoga session. I will report about my 2019 Sabbatical in an up-coming
newsletter.
Homebound Member List
For privacy reasons we are no longer publicizing the homebound member list in our newsletter. If you would like to have a
list of our homebound members and their contact information, you
may call the office (610) 845-2626.
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Picnic Help Needed Before and On July 27
We can use help from anyone wishing to serve food, or prepare it before-hand. July’s picnic will be on July 27 with The
Majestics providing the music. We also need help with cakes for
the cake walk, ticket takers for this walk (a good place for our
confirmands to help), food prep, set-up and clean-up tasks.
Please sign up on the sign-up sheet in church or contact the office.
Special Music for Summer Months
While the senior, children’s and bell choirs are on vacation for
the summer, we invite you to volunteer your musical talent to
sing or play an instrument in our worship services. Please contact
Mrs. Gloria Adams to volunteer and set up a practice time with
her. (610-914-8116).
Ladies Aid Society
The next meeting of the Ladies Aid Society will be on, July 3
at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel. All ladies are invited to attend.
Please continue to save your Redner’s & Radcliffe’s receipts.
There is a basket for these on the Food Bank cabinet near the
men’s room.
If you have any mason jars, please bring them to the Chapel.
We will need them for late Summer early Fall when we begin
making Chow Chow.
Return of Meditation and Prayer Times at Huff’s Church
Since beginning last month, some changes have taken place.
The church will be open for personal meditation, reflection and
prayer every Wednesday from 2:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. In our
busy and sometimes chaotic lives, we need a quiet place in which
to find serenity.
Please contact Jane Arndt at 610-462-8164 if you have an
hour or two to dedicate to being a welcoming presence.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
We are honoring our members who celebrate their 80th birthday or older and also honoring those members who celebrate their
50th wedding anniversary or more. Please let us know if we
missed anyone.
BIRTHDAYS
7/1 - Mary Kerchner
7/3 - Harold Krause
7/9 - Carl Arner
7/14 - Paul Adam
7/22 - Shirley Miller
7/31 - Shirley Mengel
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Confirmation Statement
We are proud of the seven new members who joined Huff’s
Union Church through Confirmation on May 20, 2018. They
have each written a statement explaining why they wish to be
congregational members. This is the last of 2018 confirmand’s
statements.
Kane Weller
My great great grandparents, and every generation since. Belonged to Huff’s church. My mom and dad got married here, my
sisters got baptized and were confirmed here.
Classes helped me learn more about God and my faith. Coming to church regularly helped me feel more like I belong here.
When I helped with making the apple dumplings, I got to know
some members better.
I chose “in God we trust” as my quote. I don’t even know
that it is worded exactly like that in the Bible, but I like that quote
because really, that is what we always need to do, trust God. It is
even the motto of the United States. A Bible quote I like is Genesis 18:15, “I am with you and will watch over you wherever you
go”.
After I get confirmed, I will still come to church and help
with things like Conrad Road Clean-up, help at the picnics, the
egg hunt and my favorite thing, helping to make apple dumplings.
Facility Usage of the Chapel or Park
We have made the chapel and park available to our members
for their special family events. You must check availability of
our facilities with the office, and reserve the facility you desire
during office hours. There is a charge to use our facilities, and
paperwork is required.
If you have something planned outdoors, and are concerned
about having the chapel as a back up in case of bad weather, you
must pay the non-refundable fee to reserve the chapel, whether
you use both facilities, or only one.
You must arrange for opening and locking of the facility during regularly scheduled office hours. If there is any problem on
the day of your event, please call the phone number listed on the
usage rules you received when you arranged for using the facilities.
Please remember only service animals are to be on Huff’s
property, with the exception of the pet blessing service.
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Pennsylvania Southeast Conference News: 2 Local UCC
Pastors Honored
UCC Pennsylvania Southeast Conference Disaster Coordinator Rev. Karl Jones is National VOAD's Volunteer of the
Year. He was presented with that honor recently (May 8) during the association's annual meeting, held May 6-9 in Nashville,
Tennessee. National VOAD (Volunteer Organizations Active
in Disaster) cited Jones' long-time partnership with people and
communities in recovery following disasters, both within and
beyond the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Member organizations of National VOAD work to mitigate and alleviate the
impact of disasters.
Founded in 1970, the VOAD movement has grown to include more than 100 member organizations. Guided by the core
principles of cooperation, communication, coordination, and
collaboration, National VOAD works to foster more effective
delivery of services to communities affected by disasters.
Here is the text from the award presentation: "The National
VOAD's Don Hampton Volunteer of the Year is the volunteer
that exhibited outstanding and unique volunteer service within
the VOAD movement. Karl Jones, of UCC Disaster Ministries
and recent chair of the Pennsylvania VOAD, has been a long
time partner of people and communities in recovery following
disasters, both within and well beyond the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.” "Karl’s leadership and ability to collaborate
with partners to creatively leverage resources available has
been proven both in helping communities following severe
flooding along the Schuylkill and Susquehanna River, and in
response to evacuees of Hurricane Maria.
"For Hurricane Maria evacuee response, Karl leveraged
HUD funds in partnership with the Philadelphia Housing Authority, identified partners from the Hispanic community for the
Greater Philadelphia LTRC* and coordinated VOAD members,
business, and all levels of government, to bring relief to evacuees.” "In response to heavy rain events in August 2018, Karl
liaised between VOAD members and emergency management
to assist in the use of Crisis Cleanup for the first time, led efforts to develop and pilot the VALOR program in Pennsylvania,
and found ways to mobilize unique resources, such as a donation of a cache of dehumidifiers.” "Karl has been key in coordinating services to diverse communities from North Philadelphia, to tiny towns in rural Pennsylvania, with enough hope to
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Pennsylvania Southeast Conference News (continued)
believe in the process, and work together during times when
these survivors were at risk of being forgotten."
- Written by Carol Fouke-Mpoyo
As she accepted the 2019 Life Improvement Ambassador
award from Berks Connections/Pretrial Services, the Rev. Megan Huesgen encouraged those in the room to take a cue from a
bunch of golfers in Kolkata who were frustrated with some nuisance monkeys.
Huesgen, pastor of Immanuel United Church of Christ in
Shillington, said that the British built the golf course while colonizing India, but didn't factor in the monkeys, who would drop
out of trees, scurry across the course and grab golf balls, only to
later drop them wherever. After several unsuccessful attempts
to get rid of the pests with fences, distractions and traps,
Huesgen said a new ground rule was established: Play the ball
where the monkey drops it.
“We each have a ball on this course we call life and there
are those moments when the proverbial monkey moves our ball
and we have absolutely no desire to play it where it is now
placed,” she said. “BCPS exemplifies day after day to keep
swinging, keep playing the ball.” Huesgen was honored last
week during the 14th annual BCPS Life Improvement Awards
Breakfast at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in Reading. BCPS
is a community-based organization that provides services to
adult defendants, inmates, returning citizens and their families.
Thomas Rentschler, President of the BCPS board, said
Huesgen served as a Board Member from 2016 to 2018 and has
been an amazing advocate to help expand the organization's
presence, especially in the faith-based community. “Megan
promotes the importance of the community's role in providing
hope and second chances,” Rentschler said.
“Her passion for improving lives inspires others to get involved. Many volunteers and supporters attending this morning
were introduced to BCPS by Megan.” Huesgen said she's grateful to travel the course with BCPS, emphasizing the agency believes people can change and aren't defined by where their ball
is today. “ Excerpts from an article in The Reading Eagle
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New Ministry Leadership Program at Lancaster Theological Seminary
The Ministerial Institute is a three-year non-degree program
with classes in a variety of subjects of interest to Christian leaders
taught by experienced pastors. Classes are offered on-line September through April and in-person at the seminary for one
week each July. Students may sign up for the entire program or
take individual classes. Participants in the full program participate in a facilitated covenant peer group and serve a concurrent
ministry placement. This is an ecumenical program focused on
leadership in the local congregation.
Huff’s United Church of Christ congregation has supported
Lancaster Theological Seminary with a yearly financial gift for
many years.

CHURCH FAMILY
FUNERALS
Please pray for the family and friends of Erma Sheetz who
passed away on May 23, 2019.
WEDDING
Nathan Solt and Alexandra (Kozak) Solt were united in marriage on Saturday, May 18, 2019.
Drew Diehl and Andrea (Colon) Diehl were united in marriage on Saturday, June 8, 2019.
BAPTISMS
God’s blessing on Casen Eugene Dixon, son of Zackary Eugene & Kimberly Sue Dixon who was baptized on June 16, 2019.
God’s blessing on Kaia Morgan Ruch, daughter of Robert
Clarence & Brooke Eileen Ruch who was baptized on June 23,
2019.
NEW MEMBER
Welcome to Loreen “Lori” Smith who joined Huff’s Church
on June 16, 2019.
College Graduation
Congratulation to Griffin R Weaver who graduated December
17, 2018 from University of South Carolina with a degree in Advertising, He is working in his field at Fingerpaint. Marketing.
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Telephone Callers Wanted
We'd like to make some invitational phone calls to inactive
and less active church members, to invite them to our 275th anniversary worship, covered dish, and Red Hill Band concert. If you
would be willing to make 15-20 phone calls, please let Pastor
Kropa know. You will get the numbers and names in August,
along with a script (if you'd like to use it, or use your own words)
and the week we would like the calls to be made.
Village Volleyball
Wednesdays in July from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. We need 2 to 3
volunteers each evening with completed background checks to act
as hosts - open up bathrooms, welcome players, set up water station and then clean up afterwards. If you can help, please sign up
on the bulletin board at church or contact Tess Woloszanski at
610-682-2652. This is a great way to get to know folks in our

Help Us Grow
Electronic Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our
church grow. Consider scheduling a recurring electronic contribution today. It's easy! You will no longer need to write out checks
and prepare envelopes every week. Even when travel, illness or
other circumstances prevent you from attending services, your
electronic contributions will continue to be received on an uninterrupted basis.
To get started, pick up an authorization form in the church
office or contact, Michele Boyer (email: boyer1107@gmail.com
or leave a phone message. Michele will return your call (610)
621-4574. I'd be glad to answer any questions or provide you with
an authorization form. Thank you for your consideration.
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2020 Mission Trip
The Pine Ridge Reservation of the Oglala Lakota people in
South Dakota is one of the poorest areas in the United States.
They are in desperate need of help and support. The reservation
covers 2.8 million acres and is the second-largest Native American Indian Reservation in the US. The population has the second
lowest life expectancy in the Western Hemisphere and staggering
high rates of diabetes, alcoholism, and suicide.
Re-Member is an independent, registered non-profit organization on the reservation which coordinates the people and the volunteers to do projects on the reservation. This will be a 7-day
working vacation. Three days will be spent working on projects
such as: building bunk beds, trailer skirting, entry steps/ramps,
decks and even outhouses. Another 2 days will be spent learning
about the culture, history and spirituality of the Lakota people
through travel, discussions and a possible Pow Wow.
Presently, there is a group of 10 people interested in going.
Registration is in August of this year and an informational question and answer session will take place on July 14 after 10:30
worship. Matthew Haines, a member of our church, will be there
to talk and answer questions. He has been volunteering with the
Re-Member organization since 2010 and was on the Board of Directors from 2012-2018.
I am very much looking forward to this rewarding experience.
Roberta Windish
aj.fan1@verizon.net
610-323-6714 or 267-733-5283
Transportation Help?
We had a suggestion in the Dream Box to see if members
would be willing to volunteer to drive other members to things
such as doctor's appointments, the hairdresser, for groceries,
etc. What do you think? We would need a volunteer coordinator,
who would keep the list of volunteer drivers, then share that with
anyone who calls asking about a ride. That way the person who
needs the ride can make his/her own arrangements with the volunteer driver.
If you would like to coordinate such a program, please talk
with Pastor Kropa. If you would like to be a volunteer driver,
please write your name, phone number, and days you might be
available and put this in pastor's mailbox at church.
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Pennsylvania Southeast Conference Annual Spring Meeting May 31, 2019 - Submitted by Duane Bortz, Huff’s UCC President
The spring meeting of the PSEC was held at West Chester
University in West Chester, PA. It was attended by Pastor Kropa,
Rachel Welch and myself.
This year’s guest speaker was Mr. Brian McLaren and he
talked about his book, The Spiritual Migration, which is about the
future of the church and what needs to be done to keep it moving
in a forward direction.
There was a recognition of Anniversary Churches, Our own
church was one of two celebrating 275th and many other celebrating various years. The worship service Friday evening was led by
Rev. Cean James and music was provided by a church from the
Philadelphia area and had everyone standing on their feet and
clapping along.
On Saturday, the regular business meeting was held where
Rev. Bill Worley gave the State of the Conference Report. Also
Pastor Anniversaries were recognized. There was one pastor there
celebrating 70 years. He told the crowd he was turning 100 in October and was going for 125. He was given a standing ovation.
This was my first spring meeting and hopefully not my last.
ELCA Meeting Summary - Submitted by Jane Arndt
On June 1,2019, Pastor Kropa, Rachel Woodhead, and I
attended the Northeastern Pennsylvania Lutheran Synod’s annual
conference. There was an uplifting service where we were all
reminded to not dwell on how we got to where we are in our lives,
but to dwell on Who is leading us throughout our lives. The larger
message is “God’s Word – Our Hands”.
The several of the many ways in which our hands are used by
the ELCA is in providing disaster relief where needed and providing transitional living quarters for abused women and newly released people from prison. Our Church provides a safe place
where people can become stronger through classes which prepare
them for a new life and by the kind and nurturing people who care
for them. The ELCA also, has a strong ministry of caring and
providing throughout the world.
A few of the most important messages the ELCA was expressing is for us to look to the National Lutheran Church that exists
beyond the four walls of Huffs Union Church, carry God’s message out into society to help foster credibility of our larger Church
and lastly, to remain faithful to the Gospel, in a world that is
desperate for this message.
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