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Hugh G. Robinson: Retired Army general served
country, community
By JOE SIM NACH ER /  Th e Dal l as M or n in g New s j sim n ach er@dal l asn ew s.com
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Ret i red Arm y Maj . Gen. Hugh G. Robinson was a decorat ed Viet nam  vet eran whose service record included post s at  t he
Pent agon and Whi t e House.

He ret i red t o civi l ian l i fe in  Dal las, where he m aint ained h is t orr id pace, whet her  i t  involved civi l  engineer ing work or
publ ic service.

Gen. Robinson, 77, died Monday at  his DeSot o hom e.

There w i l l  be a viewing t oday f rom  5 t o 8 p.m . at  Sparkm an/Hi l lcrest  Funeral  Hom e. Services wi l l  at  11 a.m . Sat urday at
The Pot t er ' s House, 6777 W. Kiest  Blvd. in Dal las. He wi l l  be bur ied in  Ar l ingt on Nat ional  Cem et ery in Washingt on,
D.C.

Gen. Robinson' s last  Arm y assignm ent  was as Sout hwest  Division engineer for  t he Corps of  Engineers in  Dal las.

" He was supposed t o of f icial ly ret i re in 1983, and t hat  didn ' t  happen,"  said h is wi fe, Paula Raym ond- Robinson of
DeSot o. " He kept  going."

In  July 1983, Gen. Robinson joined Sout h land Corp. as vice president  in  charge of  t he com pany' s 160- acre Ci t yp lace
developm ent  just  nor t heast  of  downt own Dal las.

He served on m any corporat e boards of  di rect ors, including Belo Corp., which he joined in  1989.

" Hugh Robinson was a t ruly accom pl ished person who est abl ished am bi t ious st andards for  inclusiveness in  every
organizat ion he in f luenced t hroughout  h is l i fe,"  said Robert  W. Decherd, president , chai rm an and ch ief  execut ive
of f icer  of  A.H. Belo Corporat ion.

" Dal las benef i t ed enorm ously f rom  Hugh' s civic leadership for  m ore t han a quart er  cent ury,"  Mr . Decherd added.
" Belo Corp. was for t unat e t o have Hugh as a key m em ber of  i t s board of  di rect ors, as were ot her  prom inent  publ ic
com panies across Am er ica."

Just  before join ing t he Belo board, Gen. Robinson becam e chief  execut ive of f icer  of  The Tet ra Group, a const ruct ion
m anagem ent  f i rm  wi t h  pr incipal  of f ices in  Dal las and Houst on. He cont inued as a consul t ant  t o t he Ci t yp lace
developm ent .

Despi t e h is dem anding post - m i l i t ary career  -  serving on num erous corporat e boards -  Gen. Robinson was deeply
involved in  civic af fai rs. He served a t ot al  of  seven years as vice chai rm an and lat er  chai rm an of  t he Federal  Reserve
Bank of  Dal las.

He served as a t rust ee or  board m em ber of  t he Dal las Museum  of  Ar t , t he LBJ Foundat ion, t he Afr ican Am er ican
Museum  in  Dal las and for  Nort h Texas Publ ic Broadcast ing.
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Gen. Robinson was born in Washingt on, D.C. He received his bachelor ' s degree f rom  t he U.S. Mi l i t ary Academ y at
West  Point  and a m ast er ' s degree in civi l  engineer ing f rom  t he Massachuset t s Inst i t ut e of  Technology in  1959.

He served in t he Arm y f rom  1954 t o 1983. For  his service dur ing t he Viet nam  War, he received an Ai r  Medal , a Bronze
St ar , t he Legion of  Mer i t  and an Arm y Com m endat ion Medal.

In  Viet nam , he com m anded t he 39t h Engineer Bat t al ion (com bat ) and was execut ive of f icer  of  t he 45t h Engineer
Group.

Af t er  serving in  Viet nam , he ret urned t o Washingt on, D.C., were he worked for  t he deput y ch ief  of  st af f  for  operat ions
at  t he Pent agon and was an Arm y aide t o President  Lyndon B. Johnson -  t he f i rst  black soldier  in such a posi t ion.

At  t he Whit e House, he was a m ajor  whose dut ies included del iver ing Viet nam  casual t y f igures t o t he president  each
m orning.

In  Apr i l  1968, President  Johnson cal led on Gen. Robinson t o help defuse race r iot s break ing out  in  t he nat ion ' s capi t al .

" He was act ual ly t he one who went  out  and spoke t o t he blacks t o calm  t hem  down and st op t he r iot ing,"  Mrs.
Robinson said.

In  1993, t he Nat ional  Societ y for  Fund Raising Execut ives nam ed Gen. Robinson i t s Out st anding Volunt eer  Fund Raiser .

He becam e a dedicat ed m em ber of  New Way Chr ist ian Out reach Church in  Dal las dur ing t he last  six m ont hs of  h is l i fe,
Mrs. Robinson said.

Gen. Robinson was diagnosed as having congest ive hear t  fai lure 11 years ago, but  he had not  had problem s wi t h  t he
condit ion unt i l  January, Mrs. Robinson said.

Mrs. Robinson said she and her  husband had t aken in  13 fost er  chi ldren.

In  addi t ion t o h is wi fe, Gen. Robinson is survived by h is son, Hugh Robinson Jr . of  Lor t on, Va.; a daught er , Susan Wel ls
of  Si lver  Spr ing, Md.; a sist er , Grace Fay of  Vienna, Va.; Mrs. Robinson ' s ch i ldren and som e of  t heir  fost er  ch i ldren,
Cl i f t on Tisdale- Brown of  DeSot o, Marquel  Russel l  of  Washingt on, D.C., Kennet h Farr  of  Ar l ingt on, Brandon Brown of
DeSot o, Chelsie Raym ond Hugh of  DeSot o and Esm eralda Garcia of  DeSot o; and four  grandchi ldren.
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