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Reminder: There will be a pop quiz on this.
Ok— the newly married couple felt like they got short-changed on the night of their wedding.
However, there is more to this story!
The next morning, the groom woke up in a grumpy mood. His neck and back hurt from the
hideaway bed they slept on.
So he went down to complain.
After pouring forth his complaint to the person at the front desk, a man standing to the side said,
“May I ask you a question?”
“Sure,” the groom said. He thought nothing could make up for being cheated.
“Did you open the door?” the man asked.
The groom admitted he had not. He went back upstairs and walked to the door he thought was a
closet. He turned the handle, and the door opened.
However, when the door opened, he and his bride did not find a closet. They found the suite. It
was there the whole time. They simply had not opened the door.
How many times do we as Christians ask, “Is this all there is?” We use the same worship services
twice a month. I had Divine Service Three— the old page five— memorized by the age of 12. By
the time I was 15, I was asking the same question!"
If we look at only what we see here at Grace, many would be tempted to ask the same question.
However, in the Confession of Faith in the Apostles’ Creed, we say, “I believe in the Holy
Christian Church, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.”
Those are powerful words! The Holy Christian Church is more than what we see here. It is both
visible and invisible. Some of it we can’t open the door to just yet, even though we know “the life
everlasting” is more than just words— it is a reality we will all be a part of because of faith in
what Christ did for us. The forgiveness of sins is ours NOW. Being a part of that Holy Christian
Church is what we are NOW.
Sometimes, it seems we get ripped off as Christians. We get that, “This is it?” feeling. But just
like the groom, there’s a door yet to be opened, and a joy beyond all joys we have ever
experienced.
We are presently in the season of Epiphany. Epiphany means “To reveal.” Allow your Savior to
reveal Himself to you during this season. As you do, you will discover Him opening the door to joy
only He can give.
Pastor A.
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Serve the Lord
with

Gladness…

FEBRUARY CALENDAR
NOTES:
6 Elder’s Meeting, Thursday, 6:30PM
10 Council Meeting, Monday, 6:30PM
14 Valentine’s Day
17 President’s Day
26 Ash Wednesday

Mite Sunday-February 23

Donna Hendrix
Kathy Lawson
Lonnie Hendrix

Marvin and Kathy Lauterbach
February 17

Psalm 100:2

READERS
2 Lonnie Hendrix
9 David Foye
16 Mike Ryan
23 Marilee Ryan

10
13
24

Pastor Anderson, health concerns recent
hospitalization
Rose Mino, health and mobility concerns
Forest Van Duyn, health and mobility
concerns
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FEBRUARY 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

Friday

1

2

3

4

9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service
With Holy Communion

5
6
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

7

8

Elder’s
Meeting
6:30PM

Quilting Noon
Living Word Church 4PM9PM

9
9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

10

1

Council
Meeting
6:30PM

12
13
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

14

15

Quilting Noon
Living Word Church 4PM9PM

Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

16

17
18
9:00 Education Hour
President’s
10:00 Worship Service
Day

19
20
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

21

22

With Holy Communion

Quilting Noon
Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

23
9:00 Education Hour
10:00 Worship Service

MITE SUNDAY

Living Word Church 4PM9PM

24

25

26
27
Women’s Bible
Study 9:30AM

28

Quilting Noon

Ash
Wednesday

Living Word Church
6PM-10PM

29

3
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – February 2020

Of the three things a person is not to talk about in polite company – religion, politics, and
money – the church is called, in one way or another, to talk about all three. Perhaps this is the
reason why teaching about stewardship often seems to be an afterthought. It’s something that
happens only out of necessity when financial constraints are already nipping at the heels.
There is a more excellent way. Stewardship shouldn’t be the kind of teaching that comes up
only when there is a financial crunch. It should be part and parcel of the ongoing instruction of
Christians as they live out their faith in their vocations – members of their family, their society,
and their church. This teaching touches upon every facet of our lives; it stakes a claim upon our
time, our presence, our prayers, and our possessions.
Stewardship begins with the acknowledgment that we are stewards. A steward is a manager of
someone else’s possessions. In Christian stewardship, we recognize, according to the Apostles’
Creed, that God is the owner of all things as the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. And in His
fatherly divine goodness and mercy, He gives us what is His to manage here below.
The principal virtue for stewards is faithfulness. As St. Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth:
“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.” (1 Cor. 4:2)
Stewards must manage that which belongs to the owner according to the owner’s wishes. That
is what it means to be faithful in stewardship.
That raises a question: How are Christian stewards to be faithful in their managing of what God
has entrusted to them to manage? In other words, what are the specific duties of a Christian
steward?
This depends upon what God has revealed in His Word for each of our vocations in life as
those in a family (fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, children), society (governors or citizens),
and the church (pastors or laity). The Table of Duties from Luther’s Small Catechism lays this
out in helpful and orderly way.
Let’s look just at what the laity (hearers as it is labeled in the catechism) owe their pastors:
“In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should
receive their living from the gospel.” (1 Cor. 9:14)
“Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. Do
not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7)
“Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those
who labor in preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox
when it treads out the grain,’ and, ‘The laborer deserves his wages.’ ” (1 Tim. 5:17–18)
(Cont. on pg. 5)
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(Cont. from pg. 4)
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“We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the
Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work.
Be at peace among yourselves.” (1 Thess. 5:12–13)
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as
those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning,
for that would be of no advantage to you.” (Heb. 13:17)
We can see that the Lord commands hearers to support the work of the ministry with the gifts
God endowed them – their time, their presence, their prayers, and their possessions. This is the
means by which God blesses His people with His gifts: the ministry with the support of those
whom they serve, and the hearers with the work of the ministry.
St. Paul expounds upon this further in his letters to the church at Corinth. He instructs them to
give regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2
Cor. 8:20) of our first-fruits (1 Cor. 16:2) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2
Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).
All of this teaching is set forth squarely within the context of stations to which God calls us.
This is always appropriate for the church to speak because it instructs God’s people in how
they are to live out their faith as His stewards under those who are created, redeemed, and
sanctified by Him.

From Pastor Anderson:
Dear members of Grace—
Thank you so much for all the
prayers and caring about me at
this time. It is not the way we
envisioned this start, but it is
how you finish that matters.
I encourage you to remember
Ephesians 1:4-5 at this time. This
surprised us, but not God. Please
keep me in your prayers. I love
you all.
In God’s Amazing Grace,
Pastor A.

Dear Grace Members,
During 2019 you generously gave $1,654.18 to LWML
mites.
Thank You!! Twenty-five percent of mites collected goes
toward the national LWML mite goal.
During the national biennium of 2019-2021, the total goal
is $2.1 million. $663,135.37 has been collected.
Our Washington-Alaska District mission goal for the 20182020 biennium is $98,700. $60,920 has been funded.
The District year ends on March 31, and $37,780 is still
needed for our mission grants.
Again, thank you for your generous giving and support.
Marilee Ryan
Treasurer, Women of Grace
President, Lutheran Women's Missionary League
Washington-Alaska District
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INSTALLATION SERVICE
For PastorEVENTS
Anderson
nCOMMUNITY
January 5, 2020
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