2015 CHICAGO SUN-TIMES CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

Name: Richard Wooten

Ward: 6" Ward

Occupation: Chicago Police Officer
Education: Bachelors Degree

Previous political and civic experience:

Candidate for Alderman 6" Ward 2011
Candidate for State Representative 2012

1) City Pensions

Chicago's fire and police pensions are greatly underfunded, and the city is required by the
state to make a $550 million payment into the pension funds by the end of 2015. Do you
support restructuring the pension systems, inevitably reducing benefits, to put the funds
on sound financial footing?

Yes or No: No

Please Explain:

The Illlinois Constitution, in surprisingly plain language, says that
pensions and benefits cannot be reduced. Courts have ruled
attempts by the state and others to reduce pensions and benefits
fo be unconstitutional.

Additionally, as a proud union member (Fraternal Order of Police
Lodge 7), I have made my pension contributions as promised, as
have all of the other public employees.

The pension systems are in trouble largely through bad decisions
made by politicians. In the city’s case, for several years, the
Daley Administration did not make the proper annual payments



into the system. This has been commonly referred to as “kicking
the can down the road.” In addition, in several of the pension
funds, bad investments were made, again by politicians or their
appointees. Police officers, firemen, teachers and others should
not be forced into poverty because of the bad decisions of
politicians.

I might be inclined to support reductions in pensions and benefits
if organized labor is at the table, instead of an Administration
making unilateral decisions and forcing down the unions’ throats.

Chicago's pension systems for municipal workers and laborers already have been
restructured, reducing benefits, but the city has yet to identify where it will find the
revenue to sufficiently fund those systems. Under what circumstances would you support
a property tax increase to raise the needed revenue for the fire and police pensions and/or
the municipal workers and laborers pensions?

I do not support a property tax increase and one should be
considered only as a very last resort. The restructuring of the
pension systems has been recently challenged in court and if the
Jjudicial rulings are consistent, it will be struck down. The
Administration successfully negotiated pension reform with the
unions representing the Park District and others. That is the way
we should proceed with pension reform-with all stakeholders at
the table.

2) Chicago Public Schools pensions

Large and growing payments required to keep the Chicago Teachers’ Pension Fund
solvent are squeezing CPS' budget, forcing cuts elsewhere and limiting investment. The
Chicago Board of Education has increased property taxes, but it is not enough to keep up
with the high annual costs. What measures do you support to ensure a solvent retirement
system and to improve the district's finances?

Again, the Administration should lead on this issue with
reasonable negotiations with the Chicago Teachers Union either
as part of the new contract, or after agreements on wages and
working conditions are agreed upon. If restructuring is to occur,
in order to be constitutional, it must be done with labor at the
table. Any other process is simply spinning our wheels until it is
struck down by the courts.



3) Revenue

In light of the financial issues discussed above, do you support any or all of the following
measures, each of which would require, at a minimum, approval by the Illinois
Legislature?

* A statewide expansion of the sales tax base to include more consumer services

Yes or No:

Yes, but only if were statewide. Also before saying yes
unconditionally, I would need to know the particulars-such as
which services would be taxed and at what rate.

* A tax on non-Chicago residents who work in the city

Yes or No: Yes

This tax makes more sense with the raise in the minimum wage.
If suburbanites are going to come into the city and take those
Jjobs from struggling families who finally have a chance to get
ahead, then they may as well pay a tax for that.

* A tax on electronic financial transactions on Chicago’s trading exchanges, known as the
“LaSalle Street tax”

Yes or No:
YES

Please explain your views, if you wish, on any of these three revenue-generating
measures.

In order for this to tax to happen, state law would have to be changed.
However, it’s time that everyone begins pulling their weight in these economic
challenging times. This tax could generate new revenue of Billions of Dollars
to the city budget that could help with the funding of the underfunded city
pensions without the consideration of increasing property taxes.



4) Crime

Do you support hiring more police officers to combat crime and gun violence in
Chicago?

Yes or No: Yes

Please explain:

As a decorated twenty-one year veteran of the Chicago Police
Department, I deal with crime on an every day basis. Those of us
on the street every day know we need more help. More than that
though, I am in favor also of a more diverse police force.
Commanders should have the option, when they need to send
additional officers to geographic areas, of sending officers who
accurately reflect the people in that area.

What legislation in Springfield would you support to try to stem the flow of illegal guns
into Chicago?

I support mandatory minimum sentencing for the possession of illegal
guns similar to the one in New York. It is very frustrating as a Police
Officer to take lock up criminals who illegally possess and use guns and
then find them back on the street in a matter of weeks or months.

I support mandatory background checks for every gun purchase
regardless of where it is made, and if it could pass, a ban on automatic
weapons, similar to what passed during the Clinton Administration.

I support the rights of law-abiding individuals to defend themselves and
their homes.

5) Elected school board

An advisory referendum on switching Chicago to an elected school board, rather than an
appointed board, is expected to be on the ballot in more than 30 wards on Feb. 24.
Currently, the mayor appoints all seven board members and the Schools CEO. Do you
support a change to an elected school board?

Yes or No:
YES



I am for an elected school board. The current school board does not listen
to the people. Education policies should be made with the communities in
mind, not simply the wishes of the Administration. I realize that the state
law must be changed to implement this change, and I would be glad to
lobby the legislature for this change.

Please explain:

6) Tax-increment financing districts

TIFs are the primary economic development tool of the city. In a TIF district, taxes from
the growth in property values are set aside for 23 years to be used for public projects and
private development. Do you support increasing the annual TIF surplus that the mayor
and the City Council have declared in each of the last few years, money that goes to the
schools and other city agencies?

Yes or No: Yes

What reforms would you propose for the city's TIF program?

I support sweeping excess TIF funds into general revenue and
into sister agencies, particularly during budgetary emergencies.

Transparency is needed first and foremost. Residents should not
be surprised to find out a new project has been approved. When |
am Alderman, the public will be well-informed about potential
projects and the developers who receive city subsidies, and they
will have a voice in those decisions.

7) Neighborhood economic development

What would you do as alderman to boost economic development in your ward, and bring
jobs to your community?

There are a lot of infrastructure projects that need to be
completed in our ward. Businesses want good, clean streefts
and solid water works. Those projects will create good jobs.
There is a need to attract high quality businesses, such as a
national hospitality brand name (Hyatt, Holiday Inn, etc.) along



the Dan Ryan, as there are along every other major expressway
leading into the city. We should further utilize apprentice,
training and re-training programs at both City Colleges and high
schools. In addition to good infrastructure, new businesses want
well-trained employees. Also each TIF district that affects the
Sixth Ward are geographically at the margins. I may look to
establish a TIF district for the heart of the Sixth Ward and then
use it to attract the kind of businesses that other wards are now
attracting.

8) Size of the Chicago City Council

The City Council has 50 members, but civic groups and other regularly argue for
reducing the size of the Council. What should the size of the Council be? Please provide
a specific number. And why?

I support the current number. I am most concerned with the
level of city services. Many wards, including my own, have
substandard city services. Some Aldermen have a difficult time
serving the number of constituents they have already. They
would be even more hard-pressed to serve twice as many.

9) A Chicago casino
Do you support, in general concept, establishing a gambling casino in Chicago?
Yes or No: No

Please explain:

Our goal should be to have less gambling in our society, not
more. It would be truly tragic if funding for vital city services
were forced to depend on an unstable source such as gambling.



10) Red light and speed cameras

Does the city have an acceptable number of red light and speed cameras currently, and
are they properly employed?

Yes or No: No

The city actually has too many Cameras. The red lights and
speed camera program as currently constituted is not about
safety. It is about revenue that doesn’t hold the actual driver
accountable but the owner.

Please explain:
11) Ward issues

What are the top three issues in your ward — the ones you talk about most on the
campaign trail?

My top three priorities all go hand in hand. First we must find a
way to dramatically reduce the rate of violent crime in the 6"
Ward and other south side communities. In addition to more
police officers on the street, violent crime will be reduced when

we can fulfill the second and third most important issues. Second

is the need for good jobs at good wages, and third is to do
whatever is necessary to improve our local schools.

A close fourth is to do more to help our veterans. I served my
country for eleven years in the Army, including in Desert Storm,
and can relate to the problems our veterans have returning to
society after service.



