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For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you
From the January 2019 edition of The Spirit

Our Assistant to the Bishop, Pastor Shelley Bryan Wee, and I had the joy of attending the Faith
Action Network Annual Dinner at the Renton Pavilion. We were among the nearly 500 guests who
joined the feast. There were Christians of many denominations, Jews, Muslims, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Native Americans, and members representing labor, earth ministries, and immigrant rights groups.
Add to this a robust representation of ethnic, racial and LGBTQ members and you start to get the
picture.
The spirit was over flowing with celebration and a genuine sense of hope during what are some
challenging times in our world. Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal and TV Host Rick Steves
keynoted the event, inspiring those in attendance to reach the $50,000 goal - which was matched
by Rick Steves.
Pastor Shelley and I looked at each other and we both had the same thought on our minds, “This
is what the Kingdom of God looks and feels like. All of God’s children, from all around the world,
feasting together.”

“Yes, yes,” we said. “This is a foretaste of the feast to come;”
The Synod Staff has been dwelling in God’s word from the 17th Chapter of the Book of Luke, verses
11-21. It is the story of the Ten Lepers who have spent their lives distanced from the community.
They cry out to Jesus for mercy. Jesus tells them to overcome the distance that has long
separated them from the community by going and showing themselves to the priests. “And as
they went they were cleansed.”
Healing always restores people back into the community from which
they have been ostracized.
What has captured my heart in this dwelling is Jesus’ comment in
verse 21, “For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.”

The Kingdom of God is in the midst, in the middle, between us, and
amongst us. I know in my life I have experienced the Kingdom of God
when I have experienced the distance between me and my neighbor
lessened - when we eliminate that which is between us and come
together to break bread at the same table.
This was the joy Pastor Shelley and I were drinking in the night we
joined in the feast. And like the one leper, we have returned to Jesus
to give him thanks for allowing us to experience the closeness of God.
The kingdom of God in the middle of God’s children.
Kirby Unti, Bishop
Northwest Washington Synod
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God’s Work. Our Hands.
First Lutheran Church
Bothell, Washington

At First Lutheran God calls us to:
CARE for one another in community,
GROW in faith and discipleship,
SERVE the needs of a broken world, and in all we do,
PROCLAIM the love and saving grace of Jesus Christ.

CARE: Together we create a welcoming community in which all can find love, support,
encouragement, acceptance, forgiveness, guidance, and hope. We value relationships
of mutual respect, compassion, and attention to the needs of others.
GROW: We nurture personal relationships with God that strengthen us to trust and
follow him with devotion. We do this through worship, prayer, study, and other
opportunities that enrich us spiritually and equip us for God’s work.
SERVE: We show God’s love through action. God calls us to use our unique gifts to
provide for those in need, speak out for justice, and promote responsible stewardship
of God’s creation.
PROCLAIM: We proclaim Jesus Christ by sharing with everyone God’s story of eternal
love for all humanity. God’s love is given to us as a gift embodied in the life, death,
and resurrection of our Lord and Savior. We accept God’s call to declare this good
news to all people.
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
10207 NE 183RD STREET
BOTHELL, WASHINGTON 98011
Established 1886
ANNUAL REPORT: January 1, 2018 — December 31, 2018
THE ANNUAL MEETING OF FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH IN BOTHELL, WA will begin at 12:30 pm on
January 27, 2019. The meeting will formally be called to order at 1:00 PM.
Every member of the congregation is invited and encouraged to attend. A nursery for very young
children will be provided and there will be an activity for older children during the meeting, so
plan to bring the entire family.
Please take the time to examine this report and bring it to the meeting along with your questions
and/or comments. We need your involvement if the ambitious programs of this active
congregation are to be fruitful.
The enclosed pages contain more than facts and figures. This report becomes part of the history
of First Lutheran Church, and what happened here during an important year in the long history of
FLC. The effectiveness of our mission in the community – local, national, and worldwide continues
to depend on the efforts of many people. The church is people –and YOU are the church! We hope
you will be here on Sunday, January 27. We know you will help carry out our mission and message
in the coming year.



















The Staff of First Lutheran Church – 2017
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Annual Congregational Meeting

Date: January 27, 2018 – 1:00 pm
First Lutheran Church
Bothell, WA

Open Meeting – President Hatlen
Devotions – Pastor Berg
Call for Quorum – Secretary Payne
Adoption of the Agenda- President Hatlen
Approve Meeting Minutes of January 28, 2018 & July 22, 2018
Adopt Standing Rules of Order

President’s Report – Kaaren Hatlen
Special Projects: Heating and Cooling Education Wing – David Osborne
Organ Refurbishing Project – Lucy Kay Osborne
Endowment Report – Kae Pederson
Vision Team Report —Tom Payne
Committee Reports
Nomination Committee Council Position Ballots
Nominating Committee Ballots
2019 Endowment Committee Member Ballots
2019 Synod Assembly Voting Members (5)
Budget
Presentation
Vote
Chinese Ministry Update
Pastor’s Report
Closing Prayer

6

2018 First Lutheran Annual Report

Standing Rules for Congregational Meetings
1. Anyone may speak during the time that the Chair calls for comments or action from the
floor. Comments will be limited to two minutes per speaker for each topic at the
direction of the Chair. Comments must be given from a microphone provided. Comments
must be directed to the Chair.
The use of a microphone helps ensure that only one person will speak at a time and
that person will be heard by all. This may allow a recording of the session to be
made for the accuracy of the minutes. When the Chair recognizes a speaker they
should only direct their comments to the Chair and they shall only speak to the
issue that is before the congregation. No personal comments may be directed to
another member of the congregation. However, one may request that the Chair
obtain clarification or information on the topic from someone else in the
congregation.
2. The Chair is responsible for adherence to the agenda. Additional time may be given to a
speaker if time permits. Decisions of the Chair can be overruled by a 2/3 majority of the
congregation.
It is the task of the chair to accomplish the work of the agenda as voted on by the
congregation at the beginning of the meeting in a reasonable amount of time. They
are also to allow for the presentation of sufficient, relevant information for an
informed action to be taken by the congregation. The chair may allow any person
more than the two minutes of allotted time in consideration of these factors. A
timekeeper may be appointed by the chair.
3. When a new main motion is presented, please present it in written form to the secretary
for inclusion in the minutes. It must be signed by a voting member.
The presentation of a written motion for action allows for an accurate reading of
the motion and inclusion. The person presenting the motion will give the written
motion to the secretary after the initial reading from the floor. Either a second
signature, or presentation by a recognized committee, will fulfill the obligation of
obtaining a second motion.
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First Lutheran Church Annual Congregational Meeting
January 28, 2018
Meeting called to order at 12:52 p.m. by Carsten Thode, President of Church Council
Present: 75 members signed in and quorum was established (one more member signed in a few
minutes later).
Pastor Berg led devotions.
Joyce Thode moved to approve the agenda. Bob Berg seconded. Passed.
Allen Glenn moved to approve the 2017 Annual Meeting minutes with correction. Kathy Konieczka
seconded. Passed.
Melanie Veazey moved to approve the Standing Rules. Kris Smith seconded. Passed.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Carsten Thode
The highlight of the year was Pastor’s sabbatical and that the congregational work continued
throughout the summer, during his absence. Congregational work this year included cooperation
with the Kenmore and Bothell Interfaith Group (KBIG) supplying food and transportation to a
winter shelter for the homeless; a Committee Fair to inform and recruit members to the work of
the church; a Muslim fellowship event; the establishment of an Emergency Preparedness task
force; and the start of a Ministry Development Fund to encourage looking at our FLC outreach to
see what (if any) future staffing might be needed. Carsten said it had been a privilege to serve as
President of the Council these past two years.
BELL TOWER REPORT: David Osborne
The Bell Tower is 95% installed. The final construction permit is expected this week. Landscaping
and benches will then go in. Mark Neitzel will help David with ropes and pulleys. The dedication
will take place during mid-hour Sunday, March 18. There will be no education classes that day.
Jessica Lichtenstein will ring the bell for the first time during the ceremony. The project came in
a few hundred dollars under budget. Some of this money may be used to move the current bench
to a position that does not block handicap access.
ENDOWMENT REPORT: No one was available to present. (The Endowment Fund Report is available
in the 2017 Annual Report booklet.)
RECONCILING IN CHRIST REPORT (RIC): Tom Payne
We were reminded that not everyone has joy in community. FLC became a Reconciling in Christ
congregation to let these people know that we are a welcoming community. We are one of 48 RIC
congregations in our Synod. Our Synod has more RIC congregations than any other Synod except
for Minnesota. Sigrun and Tom Payne are on the Board of Directors for the Open-Door Ministries,
working with LGBTQ communities and congregations. Open Door Ministries thanks FLC for its work!
Other reports are printed in the 2017 Annual Report booklet.
NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL:
Four persons are leaving Council this year: Tamara McIntyre, Clint Bastin, Kathy Konieczka, and
Kendahl Adjorlolo.
Our Nominating Committee was made up of Joe Siebert, Paul Desilet, Jose Alcaraz, Robert
Beckstrom, Dave Berg, and Joyce Thode. The following agreed to run for Council: Stephanie
Almeida, Lisa Hamilton (for a second term), Pat Daane, and Kaaren Hatlen. Joe Siebert moved to
vote the slate as one vote. Kathy Konieczka seconded. The motion to vote one slate passed. The
roster was then voted on and accepted as presented.
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS:
Mike Markert and Jan Anderson have completed their terms on this committee so nominations are
needed. A job description was requested. Kris Smith can provide that to anyone interested. As
there were no nominations at this time, the decision will go to Council to nominate and approve.
2
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2018 BUDGET PRESENTATION: Dan Bormann
Highlights:
- Each year the congregation increases the giving from offerings to ELCA by 0.3%. In 2018 that
total percentage will be at 7.1%
- Total giving in 2017 was up by $27,00 over 2016. The carryover will go to the Reserve Fund.
- A negative-balance budget was presented. This is allowed as we have more than enough in the
Reserve Fund to cover the negative amount if necessary. It was noted that we have had several
negative budgets in the recent past and only once in that time have we ended the year with a
negative balance.
- There is a new line item for a Ministry Development Fund in anticipation of possible future need.
Ron Sailor moved to accept the budget as presented. Clint Bastin seconded. The motion passed.
SABBATICAL REPORT: Pastor Berg
Pastor said that a more substantial sabbatical report is in process, as part of the agreement when
Eli Lilly gave the sabbatical grant. The Sabbatical came in financially under budget. Leftover
funds will be returned to the Lilly Foundation which will help others with their sabbaticals.

During the Sabbatical, the Congregation was able to continue its work in Pastor’s absence. We
worked through the book Christianity After Religion with discussions about changes that are
coming in all faith communities. In his conversations with colleagues during sabbatical, Pastor
noted that they realized that they were trained to pastor congregations that no longer exist.
There is a need to learn new things and consider “what will preaching look like in the future?”
Pastor commented that the Sabbatical is a marker, showing that time has passed. It is hard to
believe that it will be eight years in June, since he began his work at FLC. We have done a lot in
that time: The Sanctuary and Narthex have been refurbished; Personnel policies updated;
communication system changed; we now have communion served every Sunday; and more.
Going forward we see our worship attendance is consistent, people are still coming to church at
the rate of about once per month; we have money in the bank; new members are still joining;
babies are being born – five in five months; the “pray space” is appreciated and used; we are
moving forward with new ideas for fellowship, such as “Pasta with Pastor “(and considering
“Pancakes with Pastor” for the early morning crowd that can’t come to dinners).
God is always calling us to new things and we will start thinking about what that will look like.
Pastor, Carsten Thode, and Clint Bastin make up the Ministry Development task force. They will
discern what is needed as the congregation moves from pastoral-centered to program-centered.
The congregation will have conversation together as we have to do things together.
The question was asked, “What metrics exist to determine staffing needs?” The answer was: A
healthy congregation has 64-69% of budget going to staffing. Ours is at 62%. Since the church is
changing, the question will be “what does the future church need?”
We also need to keep in mind that we are in an aging building and we need to stay on top of that.
Pastor thanked Carsten Thode for serving as President the past two years.
The Council was reminded that there would be a quick meeting immediately following the Annual
meeting.
We closed by saying the Lord’s Prayer together.
Meeting adjourned at 1:48 p.m.
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Special Congregational
Meeting
July 22nd, 2018

Council President, Kaaren Hatlen, called the meeting to order at 11:05am.
Pastor Berg opened with a Bible reading and prayer.
Announcement of Quorum (40 people needed) – 72 present.
Kendahl Adjorlolo moved to approve the agenda. Mark Hatlen seconded. Approved.
Request for motion by Mark Hatlen. Seconded by Kris Smith.
Text of Motion: To authorize an expenditure of $9,000.00 in support of the Chinese Ministry through
December 2018.
Discussion followed:
Desire to say “yes” but doesn’t feel congregation can afford it. Does not believe ministry is sustainable.
Diversity is important. Supports the ministry.
Concern with the process of making this decision. Can’t afford to give more. Difficulty in understanding
Pastor Jade.
Question: How many giving units? About 200.
We can fund the Bell Tower, surely we can fund an important ministry. Shouldn’t we prioritize ministry
above the physical building?
Would like to give ministry a chance to succeed.
Bell Tower was built after funds were raised.
This is an opportunity to be evangelical. Reaches 10% of area population.
Never been in a church that is not in trouble financially.
Enjoys Pastor Jade and the ministry. Is willing to give more to help. Thanks to Dan and Ann for keeping
the finances in order.
The timing was unexpected, but couldn’t be controlled. The Chinese Ministry has been with us for 14
years. To drop it now, before the Visioning Process, would also be an issue.
What does a yes vote mean? Pastor Berg clarified that if we vote no, the ELCA/Synod funding would not
continue and would likely not come back.
We need to consider this in light of the overall economy.
Money is a priority, but there is more too. The ministry is in need and is part of us.
Not worried about taking $9,000 from reserves, but is worried about the effect of a split vote on the
congregation.
We have carried a negative budget every year but one for the past 8 years, but we have ended up with
a surplus every year but one. If we vote yes, then we have time to consider whether to continue
next year.
What happens next. Kaaren clarified that discussion of the fate of the Chinese ministry funding for next
year would be part of the visioning process and the 2019 budgeting process.
A request was made to take a poll of who would be willing to make commitments to increase offering.
Very important to support this ministry.
What exactly does the $9,000 go for? Answer: the ministry and pastor’s salary.
How much is in our reserve? What would we need to give up? Answer: The reserve is about $70,000 with
$20,000 committed for this year.
How will this affect current Visioning Process? Will it distract?
How do you envision the joint services with Pastor Jade and the Chinese Ministry? Pastor Tor said it is
under negotiation.
Endorsement for the hearing aides.
The Chinese Ministry is very important to raising a family in a mostly white area. Very important to
raising a child with diversity.
Will increase giving
Joe Siebert called the question. Jackie Schnarre seconded. Passed.
Paper ballots were passed out followed by a silence for prayer. Lucy Kay played hymns while the ballots
were counted.
The motion carried by a vote of 50 to accept, 23 to reject, and one abstention.
Pastor Berg closed with prayer. The meeting adjourned at 12:15pm
Respectfully submitted,
Alexia Payne, Council Secretary.
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First Lutheran Church: Proposed Budget 2019
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2018 ANNUAL PASTOR’S REPORT
The Rev. Tor Kristian Berg

We began our worshipping life together in 2018 with these words from John 1:38: “When Jesus
turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” We end our
worshipping life in 2018 with these words from Matthew 1:1: An account of the genealogy of Jesus
the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
Our life together is summed up with the question, what are you looking for, teamed with the
answer, Jesus the Messiah. This rhythm of question and answer really is the core of what we do as
a people seeking the way of God. The question that is always before us is one of seeking, of
searching, of yearning. The answer, Jesus, draws us out of ourselves and into the world. While the
answer is not altogether clear, the promised future it draws us to is. The future that God promises
us is one that is whole, complete and at peace.
First Lutheran Church is an amazing community of believers striving to share the answer to the
world’s seeking. We answer with the WORD made flesh, God coming into the world, to be with us
always to the end of the age. This informs all that we do and it is a joy to do the work of God
alongside of you.
One of the highlights of the year for me was serving alongside Pastor Jade Yi as we tried to
discern the future for the Chinese ministry. The ministry started in 2005 with Pastor Wang and
continued with Pastor Zhenchuan Liu in 2011. When Pastor Zhenchuan had to go on disability
Pastor Jade was called to serve this ministry. We spent Easter 2018 in 50 days of prayer and
discussion. I enjoyed sitting with the good people of the Chinese ministry over lunch each Sunday
and to share with them the joy of being a part of the Body of Christ. Though Pastor Jade resigned
her call to this ministry in October, it is good to see that many of those who were a part of that
formal ministry continue to worship with us. I have invited this community to start their own small
group Mandarin language Bible study in 2019.
In the Letter of Call you extended to me on March 28, 2010 you called me to: preach and teach,
administer the sacraments, lead worship, proclaim forgiveness, provide pastoral care, speak for
justice on behalf of the poor and oppressed and to impart knowledge of the ELCA. While attending
to these duties I was blessed with preaching from the Narrative lectionary, teaching on Sunday
mornings and Sunday evening Journey classes, presiding at 6 baptisms and 10 memorial services,
and sitting with some amazing people as they told me their faith stories of joy and sorrows. It is
an amazing call to have with and for all of you.
Your congregational council commissioned a team to begin a visioning process for FLC. They
contracted with the Rev. Richard Rouse to lead us through this process. This will not be completed
until May of 2019. Already, though, we have experienced wonderful interactions, not just with our
congregation members, but also our larger community. We are confident that this process will
help us discover what God’s preferred and promised future for us will be.
It has been another great year to be the church. I look forward to 2019 and all that God will bring
into our lives. I anticipate that God will continue to bless us and our work here in Bothell and
beyond; that God will continue to challenge us to live our lives more on the edges of society; that
God will continue to use all of us broken people to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Thank you
for continuing in this good work with me. What are you looking for? Jesus, the Messiah!

16

2018 First Lutheran Annual Report

Statistical Report
December 31, 2018
Note: All members are baptized as shown in Baptized Members column. Voting members are those
baptized members who have been confirmed or
joined by affirmation of faith. Associate members
are not voting members.

Baptized
Members

Voting Members (Baptized/
Confirmed)

Associate
Members

570

481

4

Members added by baptism:

6

0

0

Members added by Rite of Confirmation:

1

5

0

Members added by transfer from ELCA congregation:

5

4

0

Members added by transfer from non-Lutheran congregation

0

0

0

Members added by Affirmation of Faith:

6

6

0

18

15

0

Members removed by death:

9

9

0

Members transferred to other ELCA congregation:

5

2

0

Members transferred to other non-ELCA congregation:

1

1

0

Members removed by request:

0

0

0

Members removed due to inactivity/no response:

60

46

1

Total members removed:

75

58

0

0

0

0

513

438

3

Beginning membership: 12/31/2017

Total members added:

Adjustment to match roster

Total of all members 12/31/2018
Number of Sunday school students (all except confirmation)

16

Number of confirmation students

6

Number of Vacation Bible School students

124

Baptisms performed:

6

Weddings performed:

0

Funerals performed:

10
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Kaaren Hatlen
It has been a privilege to serve as the president of the congregation this year. Throughout this year, the
word that kept coming up is community, both the community within our church and our broader
community.
In May, we held a joint leadership meeting with Northlake Lutheran Church. Together, we discussed what
shared Lutheran ministry might look like here in the Northshore community. This meeting led to the
creation of the Parish Leadership Team, which focuses on three things: fellowship and relationship building
between the groups, brainstorming outreach opportunities, and supporting the First Lutheran Vision
Process through community interviews.
The Chinese Ministry closed on Easter Sunday and entered a 50-day discernment process about the future
of its ministry. During this time, the council discussed and brought a motion to the congregation to
partially fund the ministry through the end of the year, which would grant First Lutheran and the Chinese
Ministry more time to envision partnership in this new form of ministry.
A special congregational meeting was held to vote on the council’s motion to partially fund the Chinese
Ministry (along with help from the synod and the ELCA) through the end of the year. The motion passed and
Pastor Jade Yi led Chinese Ministry in partnership with worship, Bible study, fellowship, and more.
Unfortunately, this ministry came to an end at the end of October as Pastor Jade felt it was time to close
the ministry and resigned her call as mission developer. As a congregation, we can still seek new ways to
serve the people of our broader community.
Early in the year, the council began the discussion of what the future might look like for First Lutheran.
With the guidance of Rev. Rick Rouse, we entered a Visioning Process in June. Throughout the month of
October, cottage meetings and focus groups were held to determine the assets, resources, gifts,
opportunities, challenges, and dreams of our congregational community. The Visioning Team is now in the
process of identifying the common themes and core values after an in-depth analysis of the information. In
2019, we will be formulating this living, breathing document so that it can serve as our vision for the
future.
As we enter a new year, I look forward to our community discovering God’s preferred and promised future
for First Lutheran Church.

2017 Church Council Roster
Kaaren Hatlen, President (1/21)

Stephanie Almeida (1/21)

Donella Robbins (1/19)

Joyce Thode, Vice President (1/20) Jerry Bannister (1/20)

Carsten Thode (1/19)

Alexia Payne, Secretary (1/20)

Pat Daane (1/21)

Roger Wolter (1/20)

Paul Anderson (1/19) res. 11/18

Lisa Hamilton (1/21) res. 5/18

(month/year term expires)

Kathy Konieczka (1/19)

2018 Church Council Nominees
Karey Coble
Andrea Peoples

4 nominees will serve a 3-year term ending January 2022.
1 nominee will serve a 2-year term ending January 2021.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF REACH MINISTRIES

Roger Steinke
First Lutheran Church is very blessed to have members who serve in our congregation’s mission of
caring, growing, sharing and proclaiming God’s love. Many dedicated and skilled volunteers share
God’s love with children, youth and adults. Special thanks to the many members who serve as
teachers, helpers and musicians with our Sunday school, day camp, VBS, confirmation, high
school, adult, journey classes, and who serve on various committees. Your efforts, service and
time are very much appreciated!
In May 2016, the congregation approved a change in my position title to Director of REACH
Ministries. A definition for the word REACH is: “to actively stretch out in a specified direction in
order to touch or grasp something.” REACH is an acronym for the following ministries:
Relationship: A ministry to provide opportunities for members and friends to deepen their
relationships to God and to each other.
Education:
A ministry to teach the faith of all ages in a variety of settings.
Assimilation:
A ministry to help new members engage in the mission of the church.
Community Outreach: A ministry that engages our members to live out their commitment to
social justice.
Hospitality:
A ministry of invitation and welcome through evangelism, fellowship and care of
the FLC physical building.
REACH ministries supports the work of this congregation by coordinating the work of the current
Christian Education, Youth, Fellowship and Hospitality, Social Ministries and Building and Property
committees.
REACH ministries intends to: build up God-healthy relationships, teach the faith, assimilate new
members, provide opportunities for community engagement and ensure a welcoming environment.
REACH ministries helps members discover their spiritual gifts, provide opportunities for families
with youth and children to fulfill their baptismal promises, teach them the faith and help them
engage in service opportunities.
From breakfast Bible studies to Journey classes to youth mission trips, our ministries REACH out
into the world.
As Paul writes in Philippians, “I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all
of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership…” Thank you!

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE OFFICE MANAGER

Kristin Smith
First Lutheran Church is blessed with many wonderful volunteers who help us get the job done
every week.
Thank you to Gordy Phelps, who blessed us weekly, entering attendance data into the computer.
The newsletter collators visit once a month to seal and label the newsletters for our “over 80”
members, before mailing. We have a slightly different team each month, including: Joanne
Bjornsen, Nancy Davis, Audrey Fisher, Paula Glandon, Terry Straka.
Kathy Konieczka for answering phones during weekly staff meetings; Clint Bastin, Joanne
Bjornsen, Pat Daane, Evelyn Gaylord, Marcus & Linda Hodges, Anna, Coni, Anna and Sarah
Holmes and Bobbi Osborne for acting as pew angels, straightening and restocking pew cards.
Special thank you to Dawn Bastin, Ann Bormann, Stephanie Conroy, Nancy Funsinn, Paula
Glandon, Kathy Konieczka, Nancy McGee, Marilyn Sides, Linda Siebert, Terry Straka & Nora
Strothman for answering the phones and acting as office greeters during my vacations throughout
the year!
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH MUSIC STAFF

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MUSIC DIRECTOR
Lucy Kay Osborne
The Sanctuary Choir had a busy year providing special music for the Good Friday Tenebrae service
and was accompanied by the Brass Ensemble for Easter worship. Special music was provided in
the summer that included, instrumental and vocal solos, the brass ensemble, vocal quartets, the
11 am ensemble and bagpipes. The Advent Festival featured kids, young adults and adults with
vocal and instrumental solos, trios, quartets and carols with a few readings. Both the ensemble &
sanctuary choir participated in the Advent Festival. Worship, on a regular basis provides a variety
of hymns, anthems and liturgy. We are grateful for the talent in our congregation and those
willing to share it and we look forward to another productive year.
Organ Repairs:
We are in stage 2 of the repairs to the organ. This January 2019 a new switch mechanism will be
replaced making the piston and stop action in the console (where the keyboards are housed)
quicker and more reliable. The organ has already been voiced this past July by Bond Organ
Builder Company which means every pipe was blended to make a harmonious sound, so no pipes
are sounding out of place (unless it’s the organist ). We look forward to stage 3 in the future that
entails the addition of a trumpet and a tierce stop (to solo out a melody), to finish the organ’s
compliment of sounds and pipe shades, for the organ’s aesthetic beauty.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE WORSHIP ENSEMBLE DIRECTOR
Richard Edmonds
The musicians of the Ensemble faithfully sing and/or play for twelve months of the year, leading the
worship music at the 11:00 service and the summer worship services. The Ensemble continually seeks to
expand its repertoire of contemporary, ethnically diverse, and even new discoveries from our Evangelical
Lutheran Worship book. We welcome others who would like to sing or to add their instrumental abilities to
the group. We rehearse at 10:00 am each Sunday. If you have questions, contact Richard Edmonds.
Thanks to the following who sing/play regularly or occasionally:
PIANISTS: June Condra, Lucy Kay Osborne
INSTRUMENTALISTS: Cheryl Miller (flute), Alexia Payne (violin), Connie Wolter (guitar), Alain Adjorlolo, Eric
Daane, Trent DeVerter, Joe Siebert, Dan & Nora Strothman, Kevin Prather (percussion)
VOCALISTS: Bob Berg, Stephanie Conroy & Terry Barker (summer), Scott Eiler, Rachel Jackman, Curtis
Koger, Doug Peterson, Gordy & Beth Phelps, Sigrun Payne, Karishma & Johannes Skjonsby, Randall
Wampler
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BUILDNG AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE
The building & property committee is responsible
for maintenance and minor repairs to the building
and grounds. They also make recommendations to
the Council for major projects to the property and
grounds, and approve building use requests.
We had the west and south side of the building
painted late last summer. Metal-arched bell tower
was constructed. Projects on the radar for next
year include atrium ceiling repair, heat pump
installation serving the south side of the building
and sky light/roof leak repair.
The first Tuesday of the month these servants meet
to discuss physical plant issues: David Osborne,
Stephanie Almeida (council liaison), Audrey Fisher,
Mark Schnarre (chair), Ryan Stute, Roger Wolter,
Roger Steinke & Pastor Berg.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Christian Education is a vital ministry of First
Lutheran’s mission of caring, growing, serving and
proclaiming. From preschool through adult
education, programs and activities are offered year
round. Some 2018 highlights include:
Sunday School (Preschool – Grade 6): An average of
16 students and teachers participated in Sunday
school classes in 2018.Students shared the
Christmas program “A Christmas Story” on Sunday,
December 16.
Middle School Confirmation Program (Grades 7 – 8):
6 students and 4 teachers participated in this
program.
High School Class (Grades 10 – 12): An average of 2
students participated each Sunday with 2 different
teachers. A Graduate Breakfast and Recognition
was held in June for 5 graduates and their families.
VBS / Summer Day Camp: “Speak Life!” was held
July 30 – August 2. A Lutherhaven Ministries Day
Camp team helped lead this event. 124 students
(53 preschool/kindergarden and 71 elementary)
and over 40 volunteer staff participated in this
summer event! The week concluded with a
Thursday Celebration Fair, an evening dinner and
closing program with 45 people in attendance.
Adult Education: Sunday morning classes included
The Gospel of John, Practicing Our Faith,
Philippians, Surprising Stories of the Bible, King
David and The Gospel of Matthew. Adult class
attendance averaged 14 participants. The weekly
Tuesday morning Lectionary Class enjoys a group of
10 - 17 participants
Journey Classes: Classes on Supporting Our Muslim
Neighbors, Moral Politics, The Poor People’s
Campaign and In the Beginning met on 11 different
Sunday evenings in January, April, September and
October. Each journey class enjoyed 22 – 56
participants and always concluded with a delicious
dinner.
The Christian Education Committee is excited
about the opportunities for growth in the
children’s, youth and adult education
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programs. We pray that God may continue to bless,
guide and direct the education ministries of First
Lutheran Church as we proclaim God’s love to the
people in the Bothell and Northshore area.
Christian Education Committee Members: Lloyd
Condra, Pat Daane (Church Council liaison), Kathy
Konieczka, Anne Larsen, Tom Payne (chairperson),
Pastor Berg and Roger Steinke (staff members).

COMMUNICATIONS/IT COMMITTEE
2018 Committee Members: Roger Wolter, (council
liaison), John Godek, Jose Alcaraz, Ken Smith, Kristin
Smith (staff), Pastor Berg (staff), Tom Larson (JanSep), Andrew Phelps (chair)
During 2018, the IT/Communications Committee, in
supporting FLC’s mission, focused on numerous tasks,
including:
Improved sanctuary multi-media capabilities by
purchasing and mounting a second large screen
monitor on the front left side of the sanctuary, as
well as purchasing new headphones for wireless
hearing aids
Continued efforts to improve communication,
including uploading weekly sermon audio to the
church webpage (http://flcbothell.org) and regularly
updating announcements on the narthex computer
monitor
Assisting the Library Committee with digitizing,
archiving and organizing historical church documents
and records.
Committee continued to support efforts to provide
consistent sound system technician coverage for all
sanctuary functions; this effort is on-going. Ongoing
efforts to maintain and upgrade church staff
computers and equipment, maintain church
networking and wireless technology, and backup data
on the church office server
Ongoing efforts to research and plan for new
equipment purchases, such as security monitoring
cameras to replace our old motion sensor security
system, and a third sanctuary monitor for the choir
loft
Thank you for your support in our efforts to maintain
and update FLC technology, making it easier and
faster to fulfill our mission. We look forward to
another productive year in 2019.

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE
Members: Susan Berg & Nora Strothman (co-chairs),
Cindy Bannister (note taker), Joanne Bjornsen (sub),
Darci Desilet, Paula Glandon, Mary Hatlen (supplies),
Kris Linderoth, Joyce Thode (council liaison), Ruth
Neitzel (sub) and Roger Steinke (staff).
Our mission:
We try to make our church feel hospitable and
welcoming to both members and visitors alike, and
we encourage opportunities for fellowship throughout
the year.
Our most visible presence is in the narthex each
Sunday, as we host our fellowship hour with coffee
and treats. We thank our ushers for reliably getting
the coffee on each week, and we thank all our
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members who bring in cookies and snacks to share
throughout the year. We can always use more!
We continued to supply nametags on the first
Sunday of every month.
During Lent we coordinated the Wednesday evening
soup suppers. Many thanks to all the volunteers
who brought in crock pots of delicious soup, and
those who did kitchen duty afterwards!
In June, Roger coordinated the Hot Dogs and Hot
Rods car show together with Washelli. It was a
great turnout this year!
For the Bothell Fourth of July Parade, we once
again opened our doors to the community to
provide a comfort station for parade-goers. Over
270 people came in to use our facilities and enjoy
refreshments. Thank you to everyone who helped
with hospitality that day, including several
members of the Friends Supporting Friends group.
The Rally Day picnic was held at Blythe Park again
this year. Thanks, as always, to all the volunteers.

FINANCE/STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
2018 Committee Members: Bob Berg (Chair and
Treasurer); Kathy Konieczka (Council Liaison);
Melanie Veazey (Financial Secretary); Dan
Bormann; Ann Bormann; Kristin Smith
(Bookkeeper); Pastor Berg.
Thank you for sharing your financial resources with
First Lutheran. Because of your generosity, First
Lutheran continues to provide mission and ministry
in this community.
During the past year, Kristin Smith served as
Bookkeeper, Bob Berg served as Treasurer and
Melanie Veazey served as Financial Secretary. The
Finance Committee met monthly on the second
Tuesday.
As of 12/31/2018, Income over Expenses is about
$15,397. This money will be transferred to the
Reserve Fund to continue to meet emergency
needs.
Through the General Fund we were able to share
7.1% of our pledges and loose offerings with ELCA.
In addition, through the General Fund we were
able to share 3.6% through Social Ministries. Social
Ministries funding was generated through Thrivent
Choice elections in addition to General Fund giving.
We thank the offering counting crew – Paula
Glandon, Neil McGee, Rob McCaw, Mike Markert,
Gordy Phelps, Marilyn Sides & Melanie Veazey, - for
their dedicated service of counting our offerings
each week.
The balance of the mortgage is $123,051 as of
January 1, 2019. First Lutheran Church refinanced
the mortgage in April 2011 at 5.5% for 10 years.
The mortgage has a little over two (2) years left.
During the fall stewardship program, we received
77 General Fund pledges. We base projected
income on historical giving for the pledges not
received.
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The past year’s receipts, detailed expenses, and
current fund balances are reported elsewhere in
the annual report.
LIBRARY COMMITTEE
Ann Aagaard (secretary), Donna Gilbery, Marilyn
Sides, Linda Siebert, Roger Steinke (staff) and Sue
Toyoda (chair).
This year’s Show Us Your Summer exhibit
sponsored nine photos—four highlighting our church
members’ trip to Germany to celebrate the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.
Over 30 new books were added to our library
collection this year. Linda Siebert has selected a
theme for each month and displays related books
on the table outside the library. Each book displays
a paper tab giving a short review of the book.
More books have been checked out this year, with
fiction the most popular. Linda Siebert reviewed
and ordered 9 new fiction books.
We have removed junior age books from the
library that have not been read recently and will
send to a school library in Kenya. Back dated
issues of magazines are donated to Mary’s place in
Kenmore.
We continue with our membership in PNACL. Ann
attends the Saturday morning meetings, and
reports helpful library hints to our committee
We contacted our photography judge, Andrea
Perry to edit, and prepare a print of the historic
bell and new tower .
Thank you to all who volunteered at the (100%
full) 2018 scanning work parties on alternate
January/ February Wednesdays. We scanned a half
century of our church history documents, while
FLC celebrated our 132nd anniversary!

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Committee Members: Carsten Thode, Chair and
council liaison; Clint Bastin, Kaaren Hatlen Council
President, Tom Payne and Pastor Berg.
Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each
month at 6:00 pm.
The Personnel Committee focuses on issues related
to our Church staff, such as setting and updating
personnel policies; establishing and maintaining
current job descriptions; reviewing performance;
setting salary levels; and approving search task
forces.

SOCIAL MINISTRIES COMMITTEE
Members: Alain Adjorlolo, Carsten Thode, (Council
liaison), Joanne Bjornsen, Donella Robbins, Eleanor
Walters, Marilyn Iverson, Janet Jorve (co-chair),
Kevin Kastning (co-chair), Ida Beth Morgan, Terry
Straka, Ray Thomas and Roger Steinke (staff).
This committee oversees and coordinates activities
that help people in our community and beyond.
Each month, a different organization receives a
financial gift, to support their work and ministries,

including Camp Lutherwood, Compass Housing
Alliance, Lutheran World Relief, Pacific Lutheran
University and Open Door Ministries.
Rent subsidy was provided to four Hopelink
families at $1200 each, paid incrementally for 6-7
months. The Caring Corner Grocery Cart provides
food donations and the Change for Change Jar
provides monetary donations to Hopelink
throughout the year.
The Scrip program provided additional financial
gifts to help disaster relief inTanzania, Africa and
support the work of the Rev. Terry Kyllo, Director
of Neighbors in Faith (an authorized ministry of the
NWWA Synod of the ELCA).
At the 10th Annual Hot Rods, Hot Dogs and
Motorcycle Show in June, over 200 pounds of food
and over $1,500 was collected to support Hopelink.
Not bad for a 3 hour event!
Over the summer, the LWR School Kits project was
chaired by Audrey Fisher and Lucy Kay Osborne.
Over 55 people participated in sewing, gathering,
purchasing and stuffing over 200 kits. Three
brunch and work parties were held to cut fabric/
cord, count materials, stuff, label and box the
school kits. Thank you so much your participation
in this needed program which brought joy to
children all over the world.
Backpacks and school supplies were collected for
the Northshore School District in August, over 750
pairs of new socks were collected for the Compass
Housing Alliance in October and 50 pumpkin pies
(and cans of whipped cream) were purchased for
Compass Housing Alliance clients in November. In
December, generous Christmas giving tree
donations supported clients at Easternwood,
Hopelink and several families at Bothell High
School.
First Lutheran collected donations of furniture and
household goods to help families move in to
Hopelink’s Heritage Park Apartments in Bothell.
Social Ministries also supports the work of the Faith
Action Network, which provides advocacy in
Washington State. Members regularly attend
Advocacy Day in Olympia.
The committee also works with the Christian
Education Committee in providing educational and
informative Journey Classes that support social
ministries and organizations.
Thank you First Lutheran Church members and
friends for your generous support!

YOUTH COMMITTEE
Committee Members: Karey Coble, Deb Godek,
Sherri Gordon, Anna Navarrete, Alexia Payne
(Council liaison), Robyn Sabin (chairperson), Pastor
Berg and Roger Steinke (staff).
First Lutheran’s youth ministries follow the
congregation’s mission of caring, growing, serving
and proclaiming.
The 2018 Youth Auction on Sunday, February 11,
included a dinner buffet, cake, silent and live
auction. An FLC record-setting, $30,000 was raised
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and over 150 people attended! 35 youth and adults
helped with this successful western themed event.
Many thanks to our dedicated youth auction
planning team!
Youth and adults attended the middle school GO!
event and the Lutherwood elementary retreat in
March. Youth and adults prepared and served the
Easter breakfast to over 150 people in April. 5
graduates and their families attended the graduate
recognition breakfast in June.
15 youth and adults attended the June ELCA
National Youth Gathering, This Changes
Everything! in Houston, Texas. Every 3 years,
30,000 youth from across the ELCA gather for a
week of faith formation, Bible study, fellowship,
learning, service and worship. Our young people
were challenged and inspired to live their faith in
their daily lives. The 10-day trip included service
work with High Socks for Hope in South Houston,
and visits to NASA and Schlitterbahn Water Park.
6 youth and adults attended the youth mission trip
to Camp Lutherhaven in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho in
July. We participated in Bible study, work projects,
campfires, team building initiatives, climbing tower
time, zip line rides, swimming and a visit to
Silverwood Theme Park.
Other youth events in 2018 included Bible study,
serving meals to the homeless in Capital Hill and
Pioneer Square, overnight retreats, whirly ball in
Edmonds, bowling, assembling and sending out 35
college care packages in November. 21 children,
youth and adults went Christmas caroling in
December to several Bothell retirement
communities.
Many thanks to the youth committee and First
Lutheran members for all their help and support!
VISION TEAM
In February, 2018, the church council established a
Vision Team and charged it with putting together a
five-year plan to enhance the ministry of First
Lutheran Church. A consultant, Pastor Rick Rouse,
was hired to aid the process.
During the year, the team held monthly planning
meetings and a half-day workshop with other
church leaders to establish a common framework
for the study. A series of cottage meetings were
held, and results of those conversations tabulated;
a separate Parish Leadership Team (Kathy
Konieczka, Carsten Thode) interviewed community
leaders to learn more about local needs. From these
efforts, it became clear that members of FLC value
our Lutheran heritage, our worship, our
relationships, and our place in the community. At
the same time, we recognize the many possibilities
for future ministry in a fast-changing community
that must deal with issues such as hunger,
homelessness, and loneliness. Using this
information, the vision team is working to create a
strategic plan and have it available for discussion in
the spring of 2019.
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First Lutheran Church of Bothell
Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2018
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Balance Sheet continued
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First Lutheran Church of Bothell
Consolidated Fund Activity Report as of 12/31/2018

Fund Report Continued
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PRESCHOOL
Beth Bowers
Preschool Director
First Lutheran Preschool has had another fabulous year. We enrolled 79 students in our 8 classes of three,
four and five-year olds. We filled the cart with food for Hopelink in November and made cards for FLC’s
senior Thanksgiving dinner and the college care packages. In January we donated clothes and toys to
Eastside Baby. It is never too early to teach children to help others. Story night was a huge success with
just under 200 parents and siblings in attendance. The halls are always decorated for your enjoyment with
the latest works from our budding artists; please stop by and take a look. We added a new program, Lunch
Bunch that is helping the kids learn to eat their lunch at school in preparation for all day kindergarten, and
is a quiet fund raiser for us too!
In May, we graduated 44 four and five year olds and had a picnic at Blythe Park for everyone. We sadly
said good bye to teaching assistant, Denise Wipf who retired in May.
Thank you to our wonderful, creative staff of teachers that make coming to school each day fun and
exciting for everyone. We added three incredible new teaching assistants in September; Suzanne Cessna,
Kristin Ladd and Laurie Rector, who join teachers, Kathy O’Connell and Amy Case; and assistants, Brittney
Anderson and Mary Hatlen. I would like to thank our preschool board members for their time and support.
They are Gordon Phelps, Donella Robbins, Nicole Thomas, Andy Robinson, Heather Clayton, Beth Bowers
Kristin Smith and Tor Berg. A special thank you to Pastor Berg and Mr. Roger for our chapel time every
week in the big church.
ENDOWMENT FUND REPORT ENDING 12/31/2017
The Endowment Fund was established to receive and administer bequests, estates, insurance and other
assets. The purpose of the Fund is to enhance the work of the church by establishing new ministries to,
and apart from, the general operation of the congregation with emphasis on the educational support of our
youth, and scholarships for post-secondary schooling and training for young adults, missional outreach of
the congregation, and capital improvements for the church.
The Endowment Fund Committee serves as custodian of the Endowment Fund in a manner consistent with
fundamental Mission direction of the congregation. Committee members in 2018 were Kae Peterson
(Chair), Dawn Bastin (Secretary), Gordy Phelps (Treasurer), Judy Edmonds, and Valarie Cole.
Endowment Committee Report (Approximate numbers, year-end statements are not yet included):
Total principal gifts at present - $134,077. Total assets at present - $141,108.
Amount available to disburse - $7,200. Endowment gifts received in 2018 - $3,075. Endowment
distributions in 2018: $2,450 in scholarships, $2,000 to the organ repair fund for a total of $4,450.
Goals include: Increase income as interest rates increase. Increase donations to the endowment fund to
ensure a long term stream of income for congregational uses.
In May, the Endowment Fund Committee announced that scholarship applications would be accepted from
students who attend or will attend Lutheran colleges, universities, and seminaries. Three students
submitted applications for the scholarships by the June deadline. After review of the applications, the
Endowment Fund Committee approved scholarships for the three students in the amount of $750 each.
Kae Peterson
Chair
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WELCA—Women of First Lutheran Church
2018 Governing Board Members: Marilyn Iverson, President; Terry Straka, Vice-President; Dawn
Bastin, Secretary; Beth Phelps, Treasurer; Audrey Fisher, Stewardship Secretary; and Nancy Davis
and Bonnie Ahlstedt, Members-at-Large.
Program Offerings: WLFC hosted potluck luncheons, including programs featuring guest speaker
Kelly Costinett from Eastside Baby Corner, our former military members, and the Bothell High
School Jazz Ensemble. The following special events were also held:
Epiphany by Starlight Dessert
Fifth Annual Quilt-A-Thon
Do Not Come Fundraiser
Quilt and Bake Sale Fundraiser
Outreach Ministry: With proceeds from the fundraising events, $4300 was given to the following
ministries: Friends of Youth, Mary’s Place, Augusta Victoria Hospital (Jerusalem), Camp
Lutherwood, Kenmore Family Shelter, Lutheran Community Services, Operation Bootstrap Africa
(Maasai Girls School), Transworld Radio/Project Hannah, and Compass Housing Alliance.
Donations of clothing, diapers, toys, quilts, and car seats were given to Eastside Baby Corner as
part of that program event. $2,000 was moved from Programming to the Quilters' dedicated fund.
Quilters: Thanks to our dedicated band of quilters and knotters, at-home sewers, and
congregation and Bible study circle donations, we shipped 304 quilts, 252 personal care kits, 12
fabric kits and 25 pounds of soap to Lutheran World Relief. Donations in the amount of $561.85
were sent to Lutheran World Relief to cover quilt and kit shipping costs. We also gave quilts to
First Lutheran Church graduating seniors.
Prepared by Recording Secretary, Dawn Bastin
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WFLC Annual Financial Report
2018
INCOME

DISBURSEMENTS

Box Car Fund

$1,861.50

Honoraria

Circle Offerings

$1,853.00

Misc. Expenses

$49.95

"DNC Event" Expenses

$90.00

General Offerings

$460.00

"Do Not Come" Event

$3,770.30

Quilt Sales (other)

$1,271.50

Quilts & Bake Sale

$2,150.00

Speakers, Musicians & Flowers

$175.00

$412.88

OUTREACH
LWF Jerusalem Program

$1,000.00

Box Car/Quilt & Kits Shipments

$2,385.50

Camp Lutherwood

$800.00

Compass Housing

$200.00

Hopelink

$300.00

Lutheran World Relief

$300.00

Lutheran Community Services

$200.00

Operation Bootstrap Africa
Beginning Balance
12/31/17
Income

$9,969.20
$11,366.30

Disbursements

$9,654.33

$1,000.00

Mary's Place

$350.00

TWR Women of Hope

$250.00

Quilters Supplies
Women of the ELCA (quarterly)

$1,441.75
$699.25

Cash On Hand 12/31/2018 $11,681.17

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS
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$9,654.33

Notes:
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Notes:

32

2018 First Lutheran Annual Report

