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Meet our 2018 Luther League Scholarship Recipient!
by Tim Hasko

The Luther League, the official youth organization of the SELC District, began a scholarship fund in 1953.
Since that time, the Luther League has awarded between one to four scholarships per year, and
approximately 150 young people have been recipients of the Luther League Scholarship.
We’d like to introduce our recipient for 2018:
Grant Barclay, Pentecost Lutheran Church – Racine WI: Grant graduated from J.I.
Case High School this past June. He will be entering his freshman year at Viterbo
University in La Crosse, WI to attain a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Theater with a focus
on tech and design. Grant interned with the University of WI – Parkside this summer
making costumes and props for plays at the Fireside Theater in Fort Atkinson, WI.
He writes:
Dear Luther League,
I’m honored to be a recipient of the Luther League Scholarship Fund this year. All of your generosity has
created a wonderful opportunity for me to attend an amazing school. Sophomore year of high school I
took a theater class and almost immediately felt like I was at home and ever since then I’ve been involved
in as many shows as possible, both on stage and off. But while a house of theater and performance might
be one of the places that brings me peace, I don’t think there’s anything that can compare to the peace
this community of God has brought me over the years. I’ve gained a lot of knowledge and experience with
the Luther League, bonding with other youth groups and helping communities through servant events with
our youth group. This group has helped me grow in my faith tremendously. As of right now, I plan on
going into technical theater after I finish school, making props or maybe costumes (I’m still exploring what
I like the most.) This scholarship will help make it possible for me to attend Viterbo University in La
Crosse, WI. So thanks to all of you I’ll be able to continue doing what I love and hopefully one day make
it into my career.
*****
Luther League scholarships are funded through SELC youth gathering offerings and fundraisers, and
donations from scholarship alumni and friends. If you would like to make a donation to the Luther League
Scholarship Fund, you can make an online donation at www.lutherleage.com OR checks can be made
out to: “SELC District Luther League” And mailed to:
Pentecost Lutheran Church
Attn: Luther League Scholarship Fund
2213 Coolidge Avenue
Racine WI 53403

Christian Stewards in the Workplace
by Rev. Thomas Soltis, SELC Stewardship Director

Unhappy Workers
A Gallup poll revealed that 70% of employees are
unhappy and disengaged at work. At times they feel
“checked out” because of little or no proper
management support. Unfulfilled and lacking job
satisfaction, they grudgingly and trudgingly watch the
clock to get out of the place. Unhappy workers end up
poor producers. Both employers and employees suffer.
Message to Managers
Diane Bergeron, Associate Professor of Organizational
Behavior at Case Western University School of
Management, writes: “Employees want to feel they are
helping an organization achieve its goals. Free coffee,
haircuts, book clubs and other perks are secondary.
Workers want to know that what they are doing makes
a difference. They want to feel they are making
progress toward something bigger.” Andrew Macek.
president of OMNI, a successful business, said that his
company evolved away from an authoritative
management style to a culture that is more
collaborative, more team work oriented.
What if the Boss is a “Beast”?
How does a Christian steward handle a boss who is
unfeeling, cruel and sometimes downright malicious?
Slaves in Biblical times had less rights than hired
workers today. St. Paul advised them: “Slaves. submit
yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to
those who are good and considerate, but also to those
who are harsh.”(1Peter 2:18) Our Christian
responsibility is to do the best we can under whatever
the conditions or circumstances.

Contentment
In Luke 3:14 John the Baptist instructs soldiers: “Be
content with your pay.” St Paul writes: “Godliness with
contentment is great gain.” (1 Tim. 6:6) Hebrews 13:5
states: “Keep your lives free from the love of money
and be content with what you have.” Whatever your
income, live contentedly within your means by
budgeting what goes out to match what comes in. Debt
free stewards tend to be happier. contented workers.

The Satisfaction of a Job Well Done Is
Sometimes More Rewarding then a Bonus.
Tips for Workers
! Show up on time all the time.
! Don’t steal.
! Don’t come to work drunk.
! Always tell the truth so you can be trusted.
! Communicate face-to-face rather than texting.
! Don’t expect to be treated “like family”.
! Respect others even though they don’t deserve it.
! Don’t argue. Patiently discuss.
! The “last word” is usually the wrong word.
! Don’t call others names dwelling on negatives.
! Be patient with others. You’re not perfect either.

Whatever is Worth Doing Is Worth
Doing Our Best or Not at All

! Under-promise and over-deliver.
! Forgive remembering God’s forgiveness for you.

Some Workers Are Miserable
No Matter What
Grumpy, disgruntled workers can sometimes be heard
saying: “... if I were running this place!”
The fact of the matter is they aren’t and should make
an effort to blend in. But some workers have such a
bad attitude they will never be happy no matter what is
done to make their workplace more satisfying and self
fulfilling. Professor Bergeron of Case Western writes
that some employees will never be happy because
they are pre-wired “to have a view of the world that the
glass is either half full or half empty.” Discontent! Not
enough water in the glass! Such a “gimme more”
attitude is the shortest route to unhappiness in
whatever walk, stage or circumstance in life.

! Do to others as you would have them do to you.

Work as if You Were Working
for God and Not Just the Boss
RELATED RESOURCES
www.selc.lcms.org - Personal Stewardship
Life Issues ... “Vocation”
Christian Life ... “Work, the Spice of Life”
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New Book Featuring Interview with Pastor Joel Hunter
by Chris Wethman
submitted by Rev. W.R. Vinovskis

Announcing the publication of the book, “Be Quick to Listen: Practice the Spiritual
Discipline of Christian-Listening.”
The book teaches practical steps and Biblical insight on how to strengthen the
spiritual discipline of Christian-Listening at work and in life. You will learn to listen to
God, to yourself, and to others in ways that will enrich your life and strengthen your
faith. Featured in the book are interviews with Christian leaders, including Pastor
Joel Hunter, who shares how listening plays a role in ministry.
The co-author of the book is Dr. Rick Bommelje, a professor in the Communications
Department at Rollins College in Winter Park, FL, and one of the country’s leading
experts on listening. Rick’s other books, as well as “Be Quick to Listen,” are available
on Amazon.

Dr. Doug’s Disaster Corner
Doug and Nona Schipull, SELC-DDRCs

As I am putting down my thoughts for this article, Hurricane Florence is in route to the Carolinas. A couple
of weeks ago, a tropical storm plowed into Mississippi. To sum it up, we are in the hurricane season
again. We have family in both areas. So, the focus of this article is straightforward, be prepared. We have
addressed this topic before. Besides the wind, the major hazardous effect is the resulting flooding.
Listen to your local authorities and have a battery powered weather radio.
If you have to evacuate:
1. Be sure your vehicle has enough gas on board–at least half of a tank,
2. Have your go-bag ready to go,
3. Have a go-bag for your pets (provided you have pets), and
4. Keep in touch with family and friends, letting them know where you are evacuating to.
If you shelter in place:
1. Have three days supply of water on hand (one gallon per person per day),
2. Have three days of non-perishable food supplies on hand,
3. Have food and water for your pets,
4. Let the authorities know that you are sheltering in place, and
5. Let family and friends know of your situation as well.
The above listing is a summary of previous articles and is to get you thinking about
surviving hazardous weather. Please stay safe and keep those in harm’s way in your prayers.
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What’s New at Lutheran Haven
by Diane Leining
After 42 years of hosting countless events and activities, our Fellowship Hall has spent the last eight (8)
months getting a huge facelift….and she’s a beauty!
The inside was gutted totally and we added on to the front of the building. The additions include a Game
Room complete with a beautiful billiards table, thanks to the generous donation of two (2) of our staff
members, Tony and Wilma Valentine. A brand new dart board has been added and we are going to bring
in a few new games for our residents to play!
The other addition is a much needed state of the art Fitness Center. There is top of the line gym equipment
and a new Fitness Coordinator, Nathan Hatton to assess our residents and staff to make sure they are fit to
enjoy this room. Nathan has also enhanced our fitness program with many new classes and games to play,
CEO Linda Kirk
at re-dedication
with fitness in mind. The residents are really getting a work out with different types of exercise classes.
The Gathering Place, which is the main hall, has already hosted dinners, lunches, presentations, jewelry making classes, line
dancing, Mexican Train Dominos, Bridge, our Music Ministry practices, which include The Golden Bell Ringers, the Silver
Chimers and our Haven Choir, Koffee Klatch, several exercise classes, Community Night Dinner, Bible Studies, Bingo,
Marketing events, LWML Meetings, with much more to come!

The Piece Makers, which is our Quilting & Sewing group have moved into the Fellowship Hall with their sewing machines,
fabric, batting, tying tables, ironing board and all the ladies that quilt. Last year they donated 100 quilts to the Lutheran World
Relief Program and it looks like they will do that again this year!
Our Art Club and Ceramics group are now in Crafty Corner in the new building. All organized and ready to create works of
art!
Our multipurpose area – the Magnolia Room has been used for CPR classes, Human Resource’s new employee training,
Pinochle, Coloring, Executive Council meetings, Language classes and just a quiet place to read or work.
We have new motion detection lighting in each room, residents have received FOBs to open the doors to the building, making
it accessible most of the time. A brand new sprinkler system to keep us safe and most importantly for Floridians, a new air
conditioning system to keep us cool!

We are so very happy and proud to have our new “Hub of the Haven” for our residents to enjoy!
Next up – The Landings! We are still planning a November Dedication of our new Villa Style Apartments and look forward
to new residents moving into Lutheran Haven! There are a few villas left and if you are interested, please our Sales Office at
407-542-1637.

If you are in the Orlando area, please come and take a tour of the new and exciting areas of our
marvelous Lutheran Haven!
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BITS & PIECES
Rev. Hicham Chehab Re-Scheduled
Our deepest condolences to Rev. Peter
Haenftling and his wife, Marie. Marie's
father, Arnold, passed away on July 27th,
2018. Please continue to remember them in
your prayers.

Sts. Peter & Paul (Sharon PA)
by Diane Riefstahl

Rev. Hicham Chehab has been re-scheduled for October
7, 2018. Rev. Chehab, a former Muslim and current LCMS
pastor, will preach during our 10 am worship service and
will also do a presentation about his conversion to
Christianity that afternoon at 4 pm.
You and your congregation are cordially invited to join us
for a 3pm pot-luck dinner and his presentation which will
follow. Of course, you are always more than welcome to
join us for our morning worship! We request that you let us
know if anyone from your church is planning on attending
as it will greatly help us logistically.
Rev. Chehab will travel to our area from Chicago. If any of
your congregations are able to assist in his travel
expenses, it would be greatly appreciated.
Please contact Pastor Jacob Deal if you have any
questions.
He
can
be
reached
at:
pastordeal@saintspeterandpaul.net or 724-347-3620.

Lawrence Hill (216-262-8559) is
looking for a position in a Cleveland
area congregation. Lawrence has
keyboard experience (piano and pipe
organ), and is also a choir director. He
is familiar with Lutheran worship.

Pray for Your Local Pregnancy Help Center
submitted by Ziggy Rein

For those who answer calls from women considering
abortion, those who provide ultrasounds, and those
who personally help mothers prepare to parent or
place for adoption.
Scripture
Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from
the hand of the wicked. (Psalm 82:4)
Reflection
When a woman arrives at her local pregnancy help
center, the hard work of "rescuing the weak" begins.
They listen to her. What desperate circumstance is
driving her? They act. A professional ultrasound and
medical care is provided. They pray, God use us.
Then, they take up her burdens and work towards
life. It is cross-bearing for the child-bearing.
Please keep praying against attack by the enemy.
We are overwhelmed by seeing God's hand move in
this situation and are so very thankful for the prayers
lifted up by each one of you. God is good!
Prayer
Father, may You empower the hundreds who are
serving in our pregnancy help centers. Grant those
answering calls, providing ultra¬sound and follow-up
care with a bold spirit of truth, love and perseverance.
Amen.

St. John’s Welcomes New Members
by Rev. John Telloni

At St. John’s, Massillon, Ohio, four new folks were
formally welcomed into
membership
on
September 2nd, after
completing Pastor John
Telloni’s Life With God
Cla s s d u r i n g the
summer months.
Pictured above are,
from left to right: Gilbert
Shepard, Marchaela
Shepard, Michelle Vlahos, and Katharine Marker.
Also being received into membership are three babies
born within a two-week span in August through the water
and Word of Holy Baptism: Emma Lin Burky, infant
daughter of Richard and Meghan Burky, was born on
August 4, 2018 and was spiritually re-born on September
2nd; Gavin Andrew Lude, infant son of Nick and Hannah
Lude, was born on August 17th and will be baptized into
the Name of the Triune God on September 16th; and
Alivia Kristine Angelo, infant daughter of Scott and
Megan Angelo was born on August 10th, is scheduled to
be received into the Kingdom of Christ through Holy
Baptism on October 7th.
May all of these redeemed children of God in Christ be
richly blessed and nourished through Word and
Sacrament as they join the Family of Faith at St. John’s
and worship, witness, and work in the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace!
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SELC DISTRICT YOUTH GATHERING
JULY 19-22, 2018
OVIEDO, FLORIDA
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A Sacrament Well Deserving of Its Many Names
(last in a series of six articles on Luther's Small Catechism)
by Pastor K. M. Ballas, EM

! Our Lord's Supper (historically, “Our Lord Jesus Christ took bread” etc.)
! The Last Supper (similarities and differences with Jewish Passover Seder)
! Holy Communion (horizontal/vertical relationship with God and one another)
! The Sacrament of the Altar (part of our church worship like Holy Baptism)
! The Lord's Table (note perhaps also Shepherd Psalm 23!)
! The Breaking of Bread (as something God does for us; see Acts 2:42)
! The Cup of Blessing (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17ff.; Christ is truly present!)
! Mass (also a Lutheran expression cf.. J. S. Bach's monumental Mass in B Minor)
! Holy Eucharist or eucharistic Meal (liturgical giving of thanks/sacrifice of praise)
! Agape or fellowship meal/koinoonia (foretaste of the heavenly wedding feast)
! Appointment with God (book title by Anglican British cleric, J. B. Phillips)
! Memorial Meal (last will or testament inseparable from Jesus' sacrificial death)
There was a time when some of our Slovak Lutheran forebears tended to believe that fasting or
preparation for participating in our Lord's Supper was as important, if not more so, than the Sacrament
itself. Though “we go to communion,” Christ comes to us!
Sadly, even some Lutheran Christians today are reluctant to regard Christ's loving commands to baptize
or eat and drink His Body and Blood in the Sacrament of our Lord's Supper “on the very same night in
which He was betrayed” as being equally important Gospel “means of grace” in the preached or written
Word of God (note our risen Savior's words in Matthew 28:19 where the original word “all” may also be
translated “everything else” that I have commanded you” including His sacraments of Baptism and Holy
Communion, integral parts of what many of us studied in Luther's Small Catechism.
Boyhood memories of seeing conscientious parish pastors bringing the Sacrament to a dying relative
never were intended merely to mean someone near and dear to us was about to die! In reality, whenever
possible such a practice was and still is intended to comfort the dying person and his or her family with
the thought that, because of Jesus, their loved one would LIVE FOREVER! In the meantime, we can and
should take an equal degree of comfort from the ongoing blessings of our Christian Baptism!
In Article 7 of the “Formula of Concord” of the Book of Concord of 1580 where we read of the creedal
reference to our once-crucified but now ascended Lord's being “seated at the right hand of God” also
meaning that this expression refers to our blessed Lord's being everywhere, even in the sacramental
mystery of our Lord's Supper! Were Christ not truly present in His Holy Supper, we would only be left with
a real absence!
Suffice it to say, the Lord's Supper is an amazing often under-appreciated gift of our blessed Lord to His
Church here on earth for us Christians to eat and drink in faith as in heaven we will see Him face to face.
At the same time, here and now the very same Christ already enters our body and soul with His very
Body and Blood as noted in the beautiful communion hymn, “Here (in our Lord's Supper!), O My Lord,
I See Thee Face to Face” (#631, LSB, #243, LW ).
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St. luke’s concert series 2018-19
Continuing the celebration of our 25th Anniversary Season!!

Eric Jacobsen, conductor

Gabriela Martinez, piano

Angélica Negrón, composer

PÄRT – Silouan’s Song
(My Soul Yearns after the Lord…)
SCHUMANN, C. – Piano Concerto
in A minor
MESSIAEN, arr. NEGRÓN
(Composer-in-Residence) –
Piano Prelude
SCHUMANN, R. – Symphony No. 4
Photos courtesy Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra
and Oviedo Photo Club

Photos courtesy of Oviedo Photo Club.

FREE ADMISSION to St. Luke’s Concert Series 2018-19 is made possible by the generous donations
of individuals and corporate sponsors, as well as support provided by Seminole Cultural Arts Council, Inc.

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ 2021 SR 426 ~ OVIEDO, FL 32765
Visit: sllcs.org/concert-series to be added to our Ebase and receive program updates during the 2018-19 season.

Pastor In The Cayman Islands
A Pastoral Mission and Ministry Opportunity
June to December, 2019
What Is Needed?
A volunteer pastor for a small group of Christians, and a missionary in a small, dynamic and developed
country in the Caribbean. Housing, a vehicle, flights three times a year to and from the United States,
evacuation and basic health insurance will be provided for two people. Ideal for a retired pastor or one
seeking a one-year sabbatical location. You will lead worship services in English once a week and provide
general pastoral care for a congregation of twenty-five members plus expat visitors.

Where Would I Be Serving?
At Safe Harbour Lutheran Church on Grand Cayman, the largest and most populous of the Cayman Islands.
Live in the quaint neighborhood of Snug Harbour, a 10 minute drive from the congregation’s rented worship
site. The majority of the Cayman Islands’ 60,000 people live in a 30 minute drive from the church’s twobedroom, two-bathroom parsonage with attached church office and meeting room (see reverse for pictures).

When Would I Be Serving?
The congregation would like someone who could serve from June of 2019, with the support of Pastor
St-Onge during any needed leaves of absence from the island. There is the possibility of an extended stay of
up to 5 years.

Who Are You Looking For?
The ideal candidate will have an independent source of verifiable income (a pension, for example), be an
ordained pastor in good standing of the LCMS, LCC or a partner church body, and have some experience living
in a foreign culture. Spanish would be an asset but not necessary.

Why Is This an Important Mission?
The LCMS Office of International Mission is seeking the funds necessary to place a full-time missionary on the
island. Until that can be achieved, Safe Harbour Lutheran is being served by intentional (mostly retired)
interim pastors. Safe Harbour is the only Lutheran congregation in the Cayman Islands, of any confession. It is
also a possible doorway to future ministry in Cuba, with some Cubans already part of the congregation.

For More Information, Contact:
Rev. Charles St-Onge (LCMS Area Facilitator, Caribbean Region)
Email: charles.stonge@lcmsintl.org or Leave Message: 513-442-2884

A Picture’s Worth a Thousand Words...

Accommodations at 205 Andrew Drive, Snug Harbour

Living Room and Dining Area

Worship at Safe Harbour Lutheran Church

Inviting the Community to Worship

Location of Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands in the Caribbean

“He hath founded it upon the seas” - motto of the Caymans

