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Welcome Everyone!
We are glad to have you with us this morninglf you need assistance in finding anything, one of our
ushers will be glad to help you.

Restrooms are foundn the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the sanctuary.
Proceed up the stairs and through the double doors. Unisex bathrooms are available through the kit
in the office area.

Sunday Church Schodior preK through middle school meets each Sunday at 9 a.m..

A nursery is availabldor children of pr&kindergarten age during the worship service. Please check
with an usher for the location of the nursery.

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament. Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ
truly is present for us in the bread and wine of Holy Communion. Those not wishing to
commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing. To indicate this, please cross your
arms over your chest. If you are not able to come forward, please inform the ushers and the
meal will be brought to you.

Please remembeto turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.

All the hymnsfor the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book and
numbered by hymn, not page.

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation, which
means we welcome and support all people regardless of their sexual orientation, their
gender identity or that of their children, parents, siblings or friends.



Baptism of Our Lord Sunday
January 8, 2017

INTRODUCTION

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this
great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who wi
bring forth justice and be a light to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are
washed by the Word, anointed by the Spi
bapti smal mi ssion iIs to proclaim good r
healing.

CALL TO WORSHIP

PRELUDE

The assembly stands to face the baptismal font.

CONFESSION AND FORGI VENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minist

Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinitly, one God, who stretches out the
heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us
all.

Congregation Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Loving God,

C we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways.
Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not
spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those
we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others;
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. Turn us around, and
give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your childreAmen.
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P Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have
messed up, God puts wus together. Go
calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, fol
the sake ofl Jesus Christ our Savior.

C Amen.
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Gone  is the dark night of sin;

in  comes the light
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We are re - born—  through no power of our own.__ We are for-giv - en_—
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and we are giv - en a new  start
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We are for-give - en.— We're clean a-gain.__ We are for-give - en,—
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and we are giv - en a new start. A - men._ A-men. A - men__
GATHERING HYMN
310 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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If God were——  an ca - gle, he'd
If God were_  the wind, she'd—— run
If God were a moun - tain,____ a
God's more than — a moun - tain,—  an
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swoop through____ the  ftrees. He'd flex all his fea - thers to
rings ‘'round_____ the clouds. She'd swirl ‘round __ the world just ca -
tow - er of stone, it would reach to the hea - vens,___ al -
ea - gle, the  wind. God stretch - ¢s be - yond where—— our
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catch the—  least breeze. And  peo - ple would shout,
ress - ing— the crowds. And  peo - ple would sigh,
might - ty,—— a - lone, And peo - ple would cry,
hymns of praise end. Al - might-y and yet
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©  Oh, what beau - ty in  fligh  If God were—_ an  ba - gl so
"Oh, what gen - tle-ness  there!” If  God were—— the wind, whis - pering
"Oh, what  strength we can feel!" If God were__ a moun - tain,__ a
del - i - cate and light, God came in the form  of a
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re - gal,___  so right. If God were___  an ea - gle, s0
in eve - ry - where. If God were—  the wind, whis - pering
pow - er 50 real, If God were—_.  a moun - tain,__ a
ba - by—— one night, and that is the rea - son—_  our
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hearts burn — S0 bright.




PRAYER OF THE DAY ;

P Let us pray.
O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son
and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ
faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with

your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated. E;I]

(

+ WORD +
FIRST READING : Isaiah 42:19
Godds servant | srael i s endowed with th
exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever keep it from fulfi
Godds old promises have been fulfilled;

IHere is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; | have put rr
spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the natiéfs.will not cry or lift up his

voice, or make it heard in the stréebruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning
wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justide.will not grow faint or be
crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his
teaching.

5Thus says God, theRrD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread
out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit t
those who walk in iit am theLORD, | have called you in righteousness, | have taken you
by the hand and kept you; | have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the
nations/to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darknésam theLoRD, that is my name; my glory |

give to no other, nor my praise to idé&ee, the former things have come to pass, and
new things | now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

Reader The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



Psalm 29 We sing the psalm responsively.
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LeaderlAscribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to theoRrD glo- | ry and strength.

C 2Ascribe totheLorDt he gl ory | due Godds name;
worship the LORD in the beau | ty of holiness.

L 3The voice of th&€oRrbD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
theLORD is upon the | mighty waters.

C 4The voice of theLORD is a pow | erful voice;
the voice of theLORD is a | voice of splendor.

L 5The voice of th&€oRrD breaks the | cedar trees;
theLORD breaks the e¢ dars of Lebanon;

C 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.

L The voice | of theLORD
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.

C 8The voice of theLORD| shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilder | ness of Kadesh.

L 9The voice of theorRD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.
And in the temple of tHeorD a | | are | crying, oGl
C 10The LORD sits enthroned a | bove the flood;

the LORD sits enthroned as king for| evermore.

L 110 LORD, give strength | to your people;
give them, QLORD, the blesq ings of peace.

Spoken after the Psalm sung:

C Amen.



SECOND READING : Acts 10:343

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaim
Godods inclusive forgiveness in Jesusd n
preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and
shows no partialit§gbut in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to hin#You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching
peace by Jesus Clitiste is Lord of all3’That message spread throughout Judea,
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John annogthoedGod anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healin
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was witl#%ifa.are witnesses to all that

he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree
4%put God raised him on the third day and allowed him to affpetto all the people

but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after
rose from the dead?He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the4d&athe prophets testify

about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his
name. 0

R The word of the Lord

C Thanks be to God.

The assendtnds.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Gospel Acclamation




GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1317

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and ider
Godds chil d.

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the third chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized“Bgtmnm.

would have prevented him, saying, ol ne
me 28ut Jesus answered him, oLet it be s
ful fill all ri ght e ®Andwhenslesusdad bekem baptizedh, pist @aso

he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting orit#iimd a voice from heaven
said, o0This is my Son, the Beloved, wit

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON

The assendtgnds.

HYMN OF THE DAY
305 When Jesus Came to Jordan

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSON
A Called to be a light to the nations,

A brief silence.

A Pour out your Spirit of unity, triune God. Renew our lives in the promises of
baptism. Hold us together in the oneness of the body of Christ. Empower us to be
one as you are one. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.



A Pour out your Spirit of life, eternal God. Move over polluted waters. Breathe on
barren fields. Strengthen ancient cedars and oaks. Engage us in your care of see
land, and sky. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A Pour out your Spirit of wisdom, holy God. Guide politicians and military officials a
they wrestle with complex situations. Grant them courage and compassion to wotr
for peace in every nation. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A Pour out your Spirit of justice, gracious God. Heal the pain of all who are victims
of crime. Be present with all who are imprisoned. Reconcile broken relationships
within communities. Comfort the sick and their caregivers. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A Pour out your Spirit of love, glorious God. Sustain all who knit prayer shawls, sew
quilts, and provide housing for our neighbors who are homeless. Surround those
who seek warmth and shelter with gfilled advocates. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A Let us offer other prayers and thank
O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A Pour out your Spirit of peace, resurrecting God. Bring all who grieve into a
community rooted in you. Uphold them with your grace and keep us all grounded
in your promise of life eternal. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

P Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one wit
you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C Amen.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Chr
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The assembly is seated.

CHI LDRENOGS TI ME

fhra
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need

ANTHEM
OFFERTORY
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vis-it with you___  for an hour on Sun - days— as if it's a fav-or I
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do. Lord, help me— to see that to live faith - ful - ly
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