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II Timothy 1:7,8 says " For God has not given us the spirit of timidity, (fear), but of power, love, and self discipline, (sound mind),  so do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner.  But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God."
The Greek word for 'timidity, (fear), in the above verse is 'delia' which is a fear of others.  Afraid of what other people think of you. ie=( Not willing to step forward and share your faith for fear you will be put down.)  --This fear is not from God, for God has given us the spirit of power, love and self disciplined mind. 
Christians today are becoming 'closet Christians.' Afraid to lead with their faith, they keep quiet in the public area.  It's because of the tactics of Satan, who has used people to characterize bible believing Christians, who are against abortion and homo-sexuality has 'off the wall right wing fanatics,' that are peculiar to society.  The enemy has done such a good job  that we are seeing the effects more and more every day.  
I was amazed to learn through an e-mail from Dr. Gregory Reid, (July 27, 2011), that Campus Crusade for Christ, formerly Bill Bright's outreach ministry is dropping the name 'Christ' and 'Crusade' from it's name.   It is now going to be called, 'CRU'.    Their saying this gives them opportunities to speak with people without 'offending' them. Their statement was "Campus Crusade employed outside survey and branding agencies to analyze its audience before making the change, underscoring the extent to which corporate thinking has affected church culture."  (So by all means, let's ask for world opinion before we minister to them as to receive their permission.)  
Dr. Reid also mentioned the fact that last year the YMCA, (Young Men's Christian Association) announced it would go by simply the "Y".   -(thus eliminating Christian.)   The organization said the removal of the religious word was not an attempt to obscure it's faith based roots.  
The Lord Jesus Christ did not call us 'out of the world' to be a shadow.  He called us out of the world to be a 'light'.  We are not to be like the world, we are to be different.  We are to be a representative of our Lord.  (please see the article on the 'Emerging Church-Laodicea'.)  

