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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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pring, it’s almost here. It is so close, we are
now counting days instead of weeks. It will
be official as you read this, and I am so glad
for it to come. Purchased seeds, check; purchased seed starter, check; planning what to plant
and when, check! My gardening work counter in our
garage has been cleaned off and is ready to go.
Spring is a time for renewal, new growth in our gardens, new growth in ourselves. Daily, I am out and
looking for daffodils, iris, lilies to grow just a little
more. The long-awaited crocus are just around the
corner, and I am look forward to their arrival.
I’ve always viewed the time between New Year’s and
Spring as a time to hunker down, stay warm and
plan. The past month or so I have tried to make
plans — plans for our home gardens, plans for our
downtown gardens but mostly plans for our club
and all of you. This month’s giveaway will be to the
3rd person who contacts me via email to tell me they
have read this column. Some of the things I have
planned is how to make the work that we do as a

4/20 — Joyce Kufalk

April Program
Terrific Tomatoes — Nothing compares to the sweetness and flavor of a
fresh, home-grown tomato! Mark Lyons,
an experienced garden consultant, will
show us how to successfully grow this
juicy, mouth-watering garden fruit in
your own backyard or container garden.
He can be reached at
www.GreenThumbatyourService.com.

Also, rescheduled from last month, we
will watch a short video featuring Cindy
Cartner on how to separate plants in
preparation for the upcoming plant sale
May 19 at the Williams Park pavilion.

Hospitality & Raffle
Cindy Cartner, hostess
Nancy Zitkus, Norma Lucansky, Kendall
Victorine

- Continued on page 4

CALENDAR
April 2 — General Meeting 7 p.m., Methodist
Church, doors open 6:30 p.m.
April 21 — Spring Cleanup, 9 a.m., Mini-Park.
Bring gardening tools, trash bags and a smile.
April 23 — Board meeting 6:30 p.m., Library
May 7 — General Meeting 7 p.m., Methodist
Church, doors open 6:30 p.m.
May 12 — Spring Planting, 9 a.m., Mini-Park

Antioch Garden Club is a member of Garden Club of Illinois, Inc.;
Central Region Garden Club, District IX and National Garden Clubs,
Inc.
Officers: President-Barb Gollwitzer , Vice President-Cheryl Hoke,
Secretary-Nancy Zitkus, Treasurer-Norma Lucansky
The Garden Dirt is published electronically nine times a year.
The Garden Dirt is emailed to members and posted online at: antiochgardenclub.org.
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Saturday, May 19, 2018

E

The Club’s Plant/Perennial/Bake Sale is from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., May 19 at the Williams Park
pavilion, 741 Main St in Antioch (behind the library). We’ll need donations from all club
members in the form of annuals, perennials, herbs, indoor houseplants, baked goods, preserves, books, garden-related items, and volunteer time.
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At the next two club meetings, I’ll be passing around a sign-up sheet for donated items/
plants. We’d like to know what you’ll be bringing so we can create colorful plant identification signs. I’ll bring clean pots, trays and craftstix for labeling plants. If someone you
know has plants to divide, give them pots to bring to our sale.
Think about dividing and propagating houseplants, starting seedlings and digging plants
from your perennial beds in need of thinning. Try to get your plants into pots by April 20
or so, so they’ll be established and fill out their containers. Please pack baked goods in
smaller servings. (clear deli boxes work well.) Pies and half-cakes sell fast!
On Saturday, help is needed for set-up, starting at 8 a.m. For those of you bringing plants,
drop them off at the north side of the pavilion, where you can park your vehicle. The
plants then get priced before being placed on the appropriate tables. When the sale begins
at 10 a.m., it’s a madhouse for an hour, with buyers asking about our plants and seeking
advice. We’ll tidy and condense tables as the plants disappear. Pizza/lunch is delivered
during the lull before we wrap it up and tidy the pavilion. And then it’s a wrap!
Local beekeeper, Peter Poli will offer his organhoney, soaps, and scented wax products. We receive 10 percent of his profits that day. Please try
to support him and the club.
When you help, you’re bound to pick-up new
horticulture info and have fun at the same time!
Mark your calendars and tell your friends about
our sale. There’s loads of competition in May for plant purchasing. We know that the locally-nurtured plants will survive and thrive in our “challenging” soil and climate, so save
some of your planting dollars for the sale and the club’s financial health.
Points of contact:
Cindy Cartner, 847-395-8902, chrysalis40@att.net or Kendall Victorine, 262-857-2097
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Antioch Garden Club
General Meeting Minutes March 5, 2018
WELCOME: Barb Gollwitzer, President

CALL TO ORDER: 7 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND GARDEN CLUB PLEDGE
Due to weather conditions, Cheryl Hoke, program chairman, introduced our presenters, Creative Rehab. Their website is creativerehab.net. We found out how to stretch, move, lift and strengthen specifically related to gardening.
Our member, Cindy Cartner, who will explain how to separate plants to prepare for our upcoming
plant sale in May, will give her program at our next meeting in April.
We paused to have our refreshments. Meeting resumed in about 20 minutes.
TREASURER’S REPORT, Norma Lucansky: The Treasurer’s Report was published in The Garden Dirt.
Hearing no corrections, the report will be filed for audit. Balance on Hand as of February 14, 2018 $6,576.78; Disbursements - $397.00, leaving a Balance on Hand as of February 14, 2018 of $6,179.78.
Norma also reminded the members that dues are due now for the 2018-2019 club year.
SECRETARY’S REPORT. The Secretary’s Report was published in The Garden Dirt. Hearing no corrections, the report will be filed.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

MEMBERSHIP: Lana Svitak reported 21 members present. Liz Winters was initiated into the club and
given a jar of honey.
PUBLICITY
WEBSITE: Chong Li has the website updated.
NEWSLETTER: Jayna Legg reported the deadline for the next newsletter would be March 14.
HOSPITALITY: President Barb read the Hostess Committee for this evening—Joyce Kufalk, Hostess,
Karen Coulter, Chong Li, Jayna Legg. The Hostess Committee for the April 2, 2018 meeting – Cindy
Cartner, Hostess; Nancy Zitkus, Norma Lucansky and Kendall Victorine committee members.
CONSERVATION AND HORTICULTURE, Cynthia Parker, Chairman, will be meeting with her committee on March 10 to go over the 2018 summer season and its duties and responsibilities for the members.
She will be sending around the sign-up sheet for the maintenance schedule. Those members who are
capable should sign up for two weeks of duty. This will make the workload easier, faster and more
streamlined for everyone. It is her suggestion that the weeks signed up for should not be consecutive as
some months are more work intensive than others. But if two consecutive weeks are more conducive
to teams’ schedules, that will be your choice. Typically, one week of service consists of about 3 actual
working days and teams could design that how they choose. Please start thinking about when you could
work so you can fit it around vacation and family plans.
Also, Gene and Cynthia served a week or two last year in September when it was still hot and dry. They
- Continued on page 6
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Treasurer’s Report

Respectively Submitted by Norma Lucansky, Treasurer

President’s Column, from page 1
club easier and yet more productive? How do we allocate our resources so that we receive the
most from what we have and our greatest resource is us?
Our Horticulture Committee is hard at work planning for our summer gardens. We are currently
talking to the village and requesting assistance from them in the maintenance of our gardens.

Since starting my presidency, I have felt and witnessed great growth in our club. So many of you
have stepped in or forward and taken on new tasks. Hoping this spring will give us a sense of new
growth in so many ways. I hope we grow our accomplishments, grow our membership, grow your
personal leadership skills while serving our club and grow our friendships with one another.
-Barb

We would like to welcome our newest club members: Gene Parker, Carrie Hagy and Liz Winters,
who were all born in March by the way!
Gene was officially welcomed at our December meeting, but he’s been a familiar face on the Horticulture Committee with his better half, Cynthia, for a while. His birthday was March 12. Carrie was
inducted at out November, 2017 meeting, so she’s already a familiar face, too. She is interested in
learning new things about gardening and plants. Her special interests are flowers, flower shows
and floral design. Her birthday was March 14. Liz Winters was welcomed into the club at our
March meeting. She joined for the fun and wants to work in the dirt. Orchids are one of her special
interests, and she is interested in vegetables and trees. Her birthday was March 3. Welcome!
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Horticulture Committee REPORT
he committee will cut down ornamental grasses March 22 at 11:15 a.m. Karen Coulter and
Chong Li volunteered to cut down the grasses, along with Barb Gollwitzer. Any other members who want to help are welcome!
The summer weeding/watering schedule will be passed around at the next meeting. We are asking
members to sign up for two-week blocks this year — either consecutive or scattered weeks.
In the mini park, the dead honey locust will have to be removed. But it will not be this year.
Plan for the trail marker: The club knows about the village’s intent to install a large trail marker in
the mini park, in the triangle section nearest the street. We will be digging up the plants there and
saving them to be replanted. After installation, the plan is that the village will pay for the plants
around it. The Horticulture Committee will pick out the plants. We have yet to determine how
much space around the statue would be available to plant. Also, I have information on the nature
of “ceremonies” that will take place intermittently in regards to the statue. These ceremonies could
be held elsewhere (not by the statue) if space is an issue.
Our next big event (with all member participation), will be the spring cleanup Saturday, April 21.
Meet at the Mini Park by JJ Blinkers at 9 a.m., and bring tools, a large trash bag and a smile! Many
hands make light work and shorten the time it takes to clean up our downtown gardens, and then
we can go out for fellowship and a meal.
Our annual Spring Planting is set for Saturday, May 12, another good date to put on your calendars. We will speak more at the general meeting about the help we expect from the village this
year with some of the tasks the club traditionally handled in the past.
- Chairwomen Julie Tsuchida and Cynthia Parker

Hello club members. It’s a very important time for our club’s future. We, the past three presidents
of the AGC, have the mission of finding a new vice president and treasurer this month. These are executive board positions — under new bylaws, the other two positions (president and secretary) will
be filled next year for two-year terms.
Some have had a call from us already. Some soon will. Treasurer is self-explanatory. You handle club
funds, attend regular and board meetings, provide the monthly bank statement, and participate in
the annual audit. You don’t have to be a math whiz, just a good record-keeper.
The vice president heads up programs for our monthly meetings, and fills in for the president as
needed. The vice president may or may not become the next president. There is not an expectation
the vice must be the next president (although our little nominating committee would be very pleased
if it happened). It depends on who volunteers. It’s a fun job because you get to plan our programs.
Cheryl Hoke had this reflection: “I helped at the GCI District IX booth (at the flower show) and had a
wonderful conversation with a Little Person (lady) who was in a wheelchair. She is active in her club
and come to find out, has even been president of her club! Now, if someone in her position with her
challenges can serve, do any of us have true barriers to doing the same? I know some do, but just
think about it, fellow members. Our club needs you, and it’s exciting to be involved in AGC’s future!”
- We thank you! Sincerely, Dee, Cheryl and Jayna
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Minutes cont. from page 2

used lawn sprinklers attached to the hoses. The two hoses were run simultaneously on one side of the
mini-park while they weeded the other side, and when this was finished, they reversed the 2 sides.
They would be glad to furnish lawn sprinklers if individuals don’t own one to use. They turned the
water on at the berm garden so it could be watered during the time the mini-park was being done.
This saved time and work.
Don’t forget Saturday, April 21 at 9 a.m. for Spring Cleanup. Try to keep your calendar clear for that
date.

WAYS AND MEANS: Cindy Cartner, Plant Sale Chairman, reminded the members of the upcoming
Plant Sale, Saturday, May 19. She has some clean pots for the taking.
TRAVEL: Cheryl Hoke had a signup sheet for her trip to the McHenry College for a seminar being
held April 7 at 8:30 a.m. Cost is $45 including lunch. They would be car-pooling from the church
parking lot.
ANNOUNCEMENT: President Barb announced that the Native American Trail Marker will be installed by the Village of Antioch on Saturday, April 28. She hopes that many of the garden club
members would be in attendance.

Refreshments were served.
Raffle was conducted by Carolyn Yoakem

No further business; the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
Our next meeting will be April 2, 2018 at 7 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Zitkus, Secretary

March, 2018 General Meeting,
Creative Rehab presentation
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~ANTIOCH GARDEN CLUB ANNUAL MEMBER DUES~
2018-2019
Individuals $30; Couples $50
Membership dues apply June to following June and are due by April 1
Make checks payable to: Antioch Garden Club
Membership includes: Garden Clubs of Illinois Central Region District IX
and National Garden Clubs, Inc.
Please fill out the following information return to Treasurer Norma Lucansky at a
meeting or mail to:
Norma Lucansky
41966 N. US Hwy 45
Antioch, IL 60002-7244
------------------------------------------detach--------------------------------------------NAME: ________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________
CITY:____________________________STATE:________________________________
ZIP CODE + 4 DIGITS: __________________ + _______________________________
HOME PHONE:_________________________________________________________
CELL PHONE:__________________________________________________________
EMAIL:________________________________________________________________
BIRTHDAY: ____________________________________________________________
(leave blank) Paid_________________________
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Date_____________________________
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