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Letter from the Neighborhood President
Dear Spruce Park Neighbors,
As your Board President I would like to introduce myself and share some thoughts about our
Association and the role of the Board.
I have been the Roma East Street rep this past year – which was my first year on the Board. I
initiated the Round Robin Gatherings in July, 2015 and they continue to be a popular way to
get to know your neighbors and build community. I have lived in Spruce Park for 33 years this
October. After working in APS for 24 years and having served 35 years as a public school
teacher and administrator here and in Boston and Munich, I retired in 2012. Many of you
know my black cat, Fiona, who sits on my wall and surveys the neighbors as they pass by.
Building Community is very important to me and I see that as one of the important functions
of the neighborhood association. We also have many other issues to address and represent
the wishes of the neighborhood – property crime and safety, property values, historical
standing, AirBnB conditions, and the ever present encroachment issues we face living so close
to UNM and Central. I am sure you have issues that are important to you as well.
In order to address all these issues and others that will arise, while maintaining traditions we
love – the Spring Egg Hunt, the Halloween Parade, the annual yard/alley clean up – we ALL
need to take an active role and pitch in and help. Your street rep can represent you at Board
meetings, but they cannot be expected to do all of the work that needs to be done in our
neighborhood. Please think about the issues/events that are most important to you and
sign up to help when the call goes out.
Please feel free to email me or call me with questions or concerns. Talk to your street
representative (see page 10). If you are not receiving periodic emails from me, please be
sure and give me your email address.
I look forward to meeting each of you and am excited about creating a safe and friendly
neighborhood in which we are all proud to live. Please help your Board and neighbors to
create such an environment here in Spruce Park.
Sincerely,
Nancy Kilpatrick
1412 Roma NE
270-5439
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Events Calendar, Past and Future
Event

Date

Time & Location

National Night Out
Annual Fall Potluck
Annual Halloween Parade

August 6
September 22
October 31, 2019

In the Park
In the Park
5:30 PM in the Park

Annual Neighborhood Cleanup
November Board Meeting

November 9, 2019
November 13, 2019

8:00 – 11:00 in the Park
7:00 PM Methodist Church

Board Meetings

Typically 2nd
Wednesday of month

Typically 7:00 PM in Central
United Methodist Church

Annual Spring Fling & Easter Egg Hunt
Annual Spruce Park Neighborhood
Association Meeting

April 11, 2020
May 17, 2020

In the Park
TBD

Loud Party/Disruptive Neighbors?
City ordinances call for normal noise levels to be observed between 10 PM and 7 AM. Abnormal noises
are those that are heard for more than ten minutes, beyond the interior of the house. You can read the
full ordinance on cabq.gov - “noise ordinances”. If you are experiencing noisy neighbors - dogs, parties,
etc., and you have not been successful in a neighborly discussion about the situation, please call 242 COPS
and report the violation. Repeated violations would warrant further action, as noted in the ordinance.

Neighborhood Cleanup of Saturday, November 9th
Several dedicated volunteers collected and hauled 5 tons of trash to the dump, making it the most
successful clean-up day in the past four years, which contributes to a safe and clean neighborhood. As in
previous years, Bart provided his pickup and drove to neighbors’ homes and down alleys gathering trash
to take to the dump. Participants included Bart Chimenti, Nancy Kilpatrick, Suzanne Shannon,
Ann DeHart, Amy Parkman, Tom Lemp, Callie Cone, Diane Glenn, Jana Hazelbaker, Ross Burkstaller and
Ed Sullivan.

About the Cover
This authentic and unique living room graces a home on upper Sycamore. The mural over the fireplace
was painted in 1929 by the Albuquerque artist Don Glasso, and depicts a Spanish scene. Information
about every owner of the home is hidden behind the mural. The ceiling is highlighted with carved and
hand-painted wood beams found in many 1920’s Pueblo Deco structures in Albuquerque. Original cast
iron fixtures include a real doorbell that hangs from its custom wrought-iron frame and is connected to
the front door by a rope.
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National Night Out

After at least a two decade hiatus, Spruce Park participated in National Night Out on August 6th.
Neighborhoods across the country came out to congregate and share conversation and food. Our hope was
for about 60 folks to participate – and we doubled that and more, with around 140 adults and kids swarming
the park. It was wonderful! The Cheesy Street Food truck was very popular and many commented, “we
should do this more often!”
Garnett Stokes, the President of UNM, as well as the chief of the UNM police, a City of Albuquerque Public
Information Officer and Ike Benton, our city councilor, all stopped by to meet and greet. Keri Peihl, our Board
secretary did beautiful face paintings, Mindy Grossberg and Louisa Barkalow led some participatory games
and many tried their luck with “Spruce Park Bingo” (Do you think aliens landed in Roswell?). Thanks to all who
participated and volunteered to make this a very special evening.

Construction Begins on Nearby Hotel and Large Apartment Building
Construction is underway on “The
Highlands” development in the center of
the Sycamore Neighborhood. The first
phase includes construction of a 6-story
Marriott Springhill Suites hotel at
Mulberry and Central and a 4-story, 92unit apartment complex on Mulberry
(shown in photo).
The master plan addresses 5 city blocks,
and includes 300 units of multifamily
housing, the hotel, a food market, and
restaurant components.
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History Corner
Did you know that Spruce Park is listed on the National Register of Historic Places
worthy of preservation? https://npgallery.nps.gov/AssetDetail/NRIS/82003317
Additionally, the State of New Mexico has identified Spruce Park and Sigma Chi
Road as Historic Districts – which brings State recognition and also pays for
one-half of approved preservation work through the historic tax credit program.

With large light gathering windows,
a bold geometric design, a large
lawn and a patio on the second
story, it is easy to see why this house
at 633 Cedar was featured in the
March 1940 issue of Albuquerque
Progress magazine. The home was
built by K.L. House for Clyde Oden.

Mayor Keller Speaks at Annual Neighborhood Meeting
Mayor Keller made time in his busy day to
address our Annual Meeting on May 19 in the
Park. Lacking a stump, he spoke from one of our
picnic tables about top issues facing the City,
including homelessness and crime. He outlined
the reasons for the City’s high crime rates and
many of the initiatives the City has undertaken
to reduce the crime rates.
The Mayor talked about the three most
important things a neighborhood can do to
work in tandem with the City to control crime in
our neighborhood: 1) start a Neighborhood
Watch Program, 2) send a rep to the monthly area Community Policing Council meetings, and 3) invite our
neighborhood-assigned patrolman to come to our Board meetings. Having access to the Mayor and being
able to ask him questions was very meaningful.

November 2019

Page 5

November 2019

Page 6

Our neighborhood was both larger and quieter in 1959. University Boulevard, a 2-lane street like Spruce Street,
didn’t interrupt the neighborhood. Single family homes were to the east and west of University Boulevard.

By John R Cochran

Major Changes on Our Eastern Border 1959 to Present
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This 2016 aerial image is reproduced at exactly the same scale as the 1959 aerial photograph. UNM’s Scholes Hall hasn’t
moved, but the land uses to our east are more intense, as 6-lane University Boulevard cuts a swath through the
neighborhood and UNM has replaced homes with parking lots – bounding our residential island with high-intensity uses.

Halloween Celebrations
The Annual Halloween Parade was a roaring
success, with the gathering of families,
friends, ghouls, goblins, pirates and
dinosaurs. After contests and conversations,
there was the traditional parade around the
park and then the throngs of children and
child-like adults dispersed to the well
decorated neighborhood seeking treats.
Thanks to David Simon and Sonal Patel for
coordinating the parade.

Six Apartments to Replace Single Family House in Neighborhood

The single-family house at 1623 Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Avenue, built in 1936, has been torn down
and is being replaced by 6 studio apartments. Fitting
6 parking spaces and 6 apartments on the single lot
requires that the apartments be small, roughly 430
square feet each. The architect says the apartments
will likely be rented by graduate students. Thanks
to David Keating for following this story and for the
detailed information.
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The Story of 1412 Roma
The Country Club Addition (aka Spruce Park) was incorporated in 1922 as an
exclusive development adjacent to Albuquerque’s original Country Club on Las
Lomas. The first houses to be built here began in 1923.
What was happening in the world in those years?
• King Tut’s burial chamber was unearthed in Egypt by Howard Carter
• President Harding was the first (only?) president to file an income tax return
• The country was in the roaring-20’s with sustained economic expansion, and
a young couple, Irene and Willis Curnow, watched the construction of their first home at 1412 Roma.
This modest, 5 room adobe home
was the second to have a permit
pulled in the neighborhood and
was designated as a “contributing
home in a significant
neighborhood” when Spruce Park
earned State and National Historic
Designation in 1982. It was built
by Crosno and Sirley for the cost of
$4,100.
Willis and Irene were the first of
only 4 owners since 1923. Fred and Elsie Hansen were the next owners for over twenty years, selling the
home to Denise Ferguson in 1981. The home is currently owned by Nancy Kilpatrick. She has lived here
since 1986.
Willis died unexpectedly at age 48 while working in the
yard. Irene was a librarian – first for the City’s main
library (now Special Collections) and later at UNM. She
continued to live here with her daughter, Constance.
When Constance, an AHS graduate, married, she and
her husband, Alan McKerrow, shared the home with
Irene. Two of the five McKerrow childen were born
here and all remember the house as the center of their
family life until they moved to Maryland in 1964.
Three of the grandchildren – Daniel, Melissa and
Amanda have all visited the home and have shared with Nancy many wonderful stories about the house
and neighborhood. Daniel was particularly thrilled to see that the push button light switches were still
operable!
A kitchen was added in the 40’s and a master BR and Bath in the late 80’s. The original adobe garage still
stands (barely) in the back yard. Nancy has done extensive remodeling to open up the spaces while
maintaining as much of the original character as possible. As you can see from the photos, the yard (and
neighborhood!) have changed drastically over the past 96 years.
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Street Representatives and Officers
Street

Representative

Address

Phone

Email

Roma East
Ash
Cedar/Mulberry
Las Lomas East
Las Lomas
West/ Encino
Maple
Marquette
Ridge
Roma West
Sigma Chi East
Sigma Chi West
Spruce
Sycamore

Nancy Kilpatrick - President
David Keating
Keri Piehl - Secretary
Lew Suber
John Cochran - Newsletter

1412 Roma
433 Ash
420a Mulberry
160 Las Lomas
1300 Las Lomas

(505) 270-5439
(505) 842-5611
(971) 221-4614
(505) 247-2032
(505) 841-1528

nmnancy7@gmail.com
dnkeating@comcast.net
keripiehl@gmail.com
lewsuber@comcast.net
jrcochr@gmail.com

Lynn Defrees
Allen Parkman - Vice-Pres.
Peter Swift
Mieka Ritsema
Greg Peevy
Armando Romero
James Tolbert - Treasurer
Nikhil Lucas-Kamat

434 Maple
1416 Marquette
613 Ridge
1121 Roma
1403 Sigma Chi
1315 Sigma Chi
424 Spruce
610 Sycamore

(505) 842-8521
(505) 242-1919
(505) 843-6448
(505) 228-2330
(505) 730-9627
(505) 715-3114
(505) 620-1448
(505) 872-8099

ldefrees613@gmail.com
parkman@unm.edu
pnswift@comcast.net
mieka_ritsema@yahoo.com
grpeevy@msn.com
Romero.armando.h@ gmail.com
jamestolbert81@gmail.com
nikhilkm@yahoo.com

Spruce Park Neighborhood Website
The web site www.spruceparkneighborhood.com is the place to go to find information on our
neighborhood. The website provides details about upcoming events, copies of recent Newsletters (in
color), contact information for the street representatives and some information on the historic
significance of the Neighborhood.
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