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The Pres Sez:
Fall is probably the most beautiful season here in the Pagosa area. It can also be the
time when we need to be extra vigilant on the highway. After last
month’s membership meeting, I loaded up my horse trailer and
headed down to New Mexico to work on my new property in
Placitas. Just south of Dulce I had my first ever collision
with a deer. The deer jumped in front of me so fast that I
had no time to react. Fortunately the truck’s bumper
took the brunt of the blow. My truck is still in the shop
and I hope to get it back this weekend. It’s hunting
season and the deer are spooked. In the words from an
old police TV show, “be careful out there”.
Last Sunday a group of us horse riders drove up to the
Buckles Lake trailhead and rode the V Rock trail. The sun
was shining and the leaves were almost at the peak of their
color. I don’t think I have ever been on a prettier ride. Even
though the ride was spectacular, we did have several encounters
with ground bees. After a couple of minor rodeo experiences, we all stayed
on our horses and eventually made it back safely to our trailers.
This weekend is our annual fall colors ride. I think the weather is going to cooperate and
give us a great day. I hope that a lot of you members will be able to join us. Let’s get out there
and enjoy this beautiful riding season. We all know that winter is not too far away
Please plan on attending the October membership meeting. As always we will have good
food, lots of information, and a chance to socialize with our BCH friends.
Ted Wortman
President SJBCH

PHILOSOPHY and PURPOSE
The purpose of this organization shall be:
1.To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America's
back country and wilderness.
2. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use.
3. To assist the various government, state and private agencies in their maintenance and
management of said resource.
4. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the use of back
country resource by stock users and the general public commensurate with
our heritage.
5. To foster and encourage the formation of new state organizations and
Back Country Horsemen of America.

.
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San Juan Back Country Horsemen

agreed that a poll of interested members
should be taken and action tabled until a
core group is established.
November 9th Trail Groups Roundtable:
Should SJBCH send a representative?
Tabled until October meeting.
Announcements
Public Lands Day, September 24th.
Ranch Sorting, September 24th @ Fairgrounds with a BBQ afterwards.
Cowboy Parade, October 1st in downtown
Durango.
Fall Colors Ride, October 8th @ 10:00 AM.
Details will follow in an email to all members.
The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 PM.

Board Meeting – September 19, 2016
Community United Methodist Church, Pagosa
Springs, CO
These minutes are a rough draft of the meeting, without corrections.

Attending: Ted Wortman, Bob Volger, Tara
McElhinney, Mike Pluth, Kristie Hefling, Nancy
Seay, Mary Beth McAuley
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by
President Ted Wortman.
Minutes
The August board minutes were approved.
Treasury Report
The treasurer’s report was distributed via email
and approved at the meeting.
Committee Reports
Nominating Committee: Tara McElhinney
outlined the election procedures for this
evening’s general meeting, and produced a
slate of officers. The slate includes Ted
Wortman, President; Tara McElhinney, Vice
President; Kristie Hefling, Co-Secretary
(announcements/member information);
Mary Beth McAuley, Co-Secretary (meeting
minutes); Bob Parsons, Treasurer. Nancy
Seay (membership), Gary Staplekamp, and
Bob Volger (parliamentarian) have all
agreed to continue another year as board
directors. There was some discussion
about recruiting three new board directors,
but that was tabled until the next meeting.
Trails Committee: John Nelson was absent
and will report at the October board meeting.
New Business
Board Meeting Changes: Ted Wortman led
a discussion about changing the date and
location of the board meetings in order to
conflict less with the general membership
meeting. Possible dates for this month include October 4/5/6 or October 11/12/13.
The board agreed to meet on a trial basis
at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, October 11th at
Mike Knapp’s realty office in the River Center.
VOC Participation: It was determined that
this falls under the Trails Committee responsibility; however, Bob Volger suggested that SJBCH could support any member
who might be interested in volunteer opportunities, but that the membership
should decide if there is interest. If not,
SJBCH will pass on the opportunity.
The Rio Grande National Forrest Land Management Plan is available online for comments from the public. The Trails Committee chair is the “point person” for SJBCH on
this.
Crosscut Saw Training: Mesa Verde BCH
and 4CBCH wish to partner with our group
for the training and certification. Board
agreed that a poll of interested members

Tip of the Month
Before you haul your horse, be sure to review this pretrip checklist to make sure you have everything you need
for your horse trailer.
Wheel bearings serviced? (service every 12
mos./12,000 miles, carry spare bearing set).
Tires in good condition? (look for dry rot, replace
every 3-5 years regardless of mileage).
Check tire pressure (including spares and inside
tire on dual wheels).
Hitch locked on the ball? Correct size ball?
Safety cables/chains connected?
Plug and secure electrical connection.
Connect emergency breakaway system.
Emergency battery charged?
Test trailer lighting (brakes, turn signals, running,
perimeter).
Check/test brake controller.
Prior to loading horse(s), check trailer for hazards.
Leg wraps, head bumper on horse(s)?
Secure and lock all trailer doors.
Headlights on? For greater safety – get noticed.
Drive safely - allow greater braking distance, and
travel at generally slower speeds.
Submitted by Hugh Jones from USRider.org

2

San Juan Back Country Horsemen

General Meeting – September 19, 2016
Community United Methodist Church, Pagosa
Springs, CO
These minutes are a rough draft of the meeting, with some corrections.

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 PM by
President Ted Wortman.

This space reserved for your article.

The previous month’s minutes are available in the
newsletter.
The treasurer’s report was approved by the general
membership.
President Ted Wortman presided over the annual
elections.
The slate of officers submitted by the Nominating
Committee was approved by the general membership. Ted Wortman was re-elected President, Tara
McElhinney, Vice President; Kristie Hefling, CoSecretary (announcements/e-blasts/member information); Mary Beth McAuley, Co-Secretary (meeting
minutes); Ted Parsons, Treasurer.
Nancy Seay (membership), Gary Staplekamp, and
Bob Volger (parliamentarian) have all agreed to
continue another year as board directors. President
Wortman asked for three more volunteers to consider serving as board directors.
New Business
Crosscut Saw Training: Mesa Verde BCH and
4CBCH wish to partner with our group for the
training and certification. Board agreed that
a poll of interested members should be taken
and action tabled until a core group is established.
Announcements
Public Lands Day, September 24th.
Ranch Sorting, September 24th @ Fairgrounds with a BBQ afterwards.
Cowboy Parade, October 1st in downtown Durango.
Fall Colors Ride, October 8th @ 10:00 AM.
Details will follow in an email to all members.
There were approximately 26 members and guests
attending. No new members joined.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:43 PM.
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Some of The San Juan Back Country Horsemen Rode in the
2016 Cowboy Gathering Parade, Durango,CO.
What a fun time in Durango this morning for the Cowboy Gathering Parade!! My husband Larry Hefling took lots of pictures. Anyone else that took pictures please share them! Thanks to Nancy Seay for organizing the riders, Tara McElhinney for getting us all
to Durango as a group, getting the banner and the relatives / friends of her and Bill's to walk and carry our SJBCH banner!! In the
lineup after the SJBCH Banner, we had Coit Valentine on his black Arabian carrying a very large US Flag, next in line was Vern
Jahnke riding and leading Rosie his mule who was packed and had the SJBCH man-tee cover on the packs. Then riding side by
side, Aurora Peters on her black and white walker Poncho and Kristie Billesbach- Hefling riding her black and white paint mare
Faith, then side by side Bill McElhinney and Nancy Seay riding their black horses with white chrome, and the next pair were Christina Saffery Bowden and Tara McElhinney both riding their beautiful Appaloosa geldings, then Bonnie Diercks riding her creamello
mare leading a young horse, I can't remember if it was a palomino, but Bonnie did a great job with them!! It was so nice seeing so
many people out for this and lots of kids and elderly too, in fact, I saw several elderly in wheelchairs. It's nice to see that someone
cared enough to bring them to the Cowboy Gathering Parade and I tried to make eye contact with these people and thank them
for coming out today and wave at them and most of them smiled the biggest smiles and waved back. You could tell it meant
something to them to be talked to and thanked for being there. Lots of people seemed happy to have our large American Flag in
our group and I saw several take their hats off and thank us!!

Vern Jahnke, Nancy Seay and
Coit Valentine waiting for the
Parade to start.

SJBCH horses and riders in the
parade.

Christina Saffery Bowden her
Appaloosa gelding and looking
very patriotic and in a very cool
outfit, just perfect for the Cowboy Gathering Parade! Chris,
everyone is asking what are
your red boot topper things
called?

Nancy Seay and Bill
McElhinney, riding 2 matching black horses with white
chrome and one of the
flashiest bridles.

Coit Valentine, riding his beautiful
black Arabian mare and carrying the
American Flag…. I will tell you many
people there stood, took their hats
off and thanked us!!

Aurora Peters and Kristie Hefling, it was Aurora’s first
time to ride in a parade and
she and her horse did fantastic!!! We loved waving and
talking with the crowd.

Vern Jahnke riding his
mare and leading his molly
mule Rosie…. She is one
steady mule!!

Bonnie Diercks riding her
creamello quarter mare and
ponying her young palomino
through the streets of Durango
with the San Juan Back Country
Horsemen, Bonnie did a great
job with the 2 of them!!

Tara McElhinney (yes married to Bill) riding her leopard Appaloosa, Leo! Thanks
Tara for getting us all over to
the parade together from
Pagosa.

Submitted and photos by Kristie.
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ANOTHER FIRST FOR THE SJBCH

HAVING STATIONS FOR THE NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY!
What a fun day we had Saturday Sept. 24th. It was National Public Lands Day being celebrated out at Coyote Hills.
We had snow, rain and wind on Friday afternoon with very cold temperatures, and I think that might have caused
some families not to attend Saturday morning. The children that attended, were accompanied by adults, and were given a passport to take to different stations, each station would stamp the passport, and the goal was to get your passport stamped by all stations. Lisa and John Nelson, coordinated the San Juan Back Country Horsemen (SJBCH) volunteers.
The SJBCH provided 3 of the at least 10 stations, Crosscut Saw demonstration, with children and adults all being
able to try their hand at cutting their own rounds with help and supervision from some of the SJBCH certified sawyers.
Then they could have their rounds branded with a US Forest Service brand and/or a Sasquatch brand provided by Tyler Albers. Lisa and John Nelson brought their own fire pit and had a fire going to keep the branding irons hot and also
brought all the makings for S'mores for families to roast some of the BIGGEST marshmallows I have ever seen!! They
were a big hit!! Then the kids could bring their passport for us to stamp, we then handed out FREE Back Country
Horsemen of Colorado (BCHCO) / Back Country Horsemen of America (BCHA) coloring books, it was a good thing
that Lisa Nelson and Kristie Billesbach-Hefling brought plenty of colors as some of the kids didn't want to go to any
other stations until they could color!!
Lisa and John Nelson, Randy and Jo Ann Senzig , Ed Snyder, Nancy Seay, Kristie and Larry Hefling, Donna and
Jim Fait, and Vern Jahnke all helped with the Crosscut Station.
The SJBCH also had a Packing Station with Vern Jahnke bringing his mule Rosie and a horse mare. Donna Fait
and Jo Ann Senzig, helped Vern at this station, and thanks so much Donna Fait for the marvelous sweets that you
brought to share with all of the SJBCH volunteers! Also Pat and Nicki Rippee assisted Beverly Warburton with her
horse Princess for the Pet a Horse station, that was very popular with all. Some of the other stations were Leave No
Trace, Bike riding with a little bike race, and a compass/map reading station, and many more. But the message for the
day was to help children and adults gain more information about how and what to do out on the Public lands, such as
Leave No Trace. I am looking forward to this event next year! I think this was a wonderful idea, and no we didn't have
as good of a turnout as was hoped for but this is something that I think we should continue to do in the future!! I hope
you enjoy the pictures.
Submitted and photos by Kristie

Nancy Seay, at the Station for Cross Cut
Saw, Lisa Nelson printed out information sheets about the SJBCH, they
were available on the table along with
membership apps. and the Giddy Up
coloring books and crayons.

This little girl had to color
before she would continue.
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This little guy had a blast!! He was
laughing and so proud of himself! He
would say "I am doing it!!" John Nelson is the certified sawyer that is
helping this little man, and Jo Ann
Senzig, also a certified sawyer, is on
the other end of this Crosscut saw.

Nicki and Pat Rippee with Bev
Warburton and her horse Princess, at the Pet a Horse station!
This was a big hit too!

Jo Ann Senzig and Nancy
Seay helping this dad
help his daughter to cut
her own round!!

Rounds being branded and lots
of S'mores being made! I must
say that I think the SJBCH fire pit
was the favorite place to be!!
Thanks John and Lisa for bringing
the fire pit, wood, and all the
makings for S’mores and Randy
Senzig for starting the fire, and
Jim Fait for bringing more charcoal and marshmallows!

This little girl had to come
back for more hugs with
Vern Jahnkes mule Rosie.
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Donna Fait, ready to stamp the
passports at the packing station.
Donna is also a Ghost Rider, a certified sawyer and is certified for
Search and Rescue, this lady puts
many, many miles on her horses
and sometimes stays for a week at
a time in the mountains, she is also
one heck of a packer!!!

R Vern Jahnke and Lisa Nelson
are the Certified Sawyers helping
this young lady cut her round! I
believe we have 20+ certified sawyers in our local chapter!

SJBCH Calendar 2016

Oct
8

Fall Colors Ride

11

Board meeting 6:00 P.M. 136 E. Pagosa St. Unit 16 Pagosa Springs, Co.

17

SJBCH monthly meeting, Community United Methodist Church 434 Lewis St, Pagosa Springs, CO.
Pot Luck 6:30 P.M. General member meeting 7:00 P.M.

Nov
15

Board meeting 6:00 P.M. 136 E. Pagosa St. Unit 16 Pagosa Springs, Co.

21

SJBCH monthly meeting, Community United Methodist Church 434 Lewis St, Pagosa Springs, CO.
Pot Luck 6:30 P.M. General member meeting 7:00 P.M.

24

Thanksgiving!

For Sale
Ken Beck has hay for sale. He is also offering winter boarding. Call 970 903 6051
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These ads are from businesses that have supported our chapter
Located on historic Main Avenue in Durango,
Colorado.
171 Suttle Drive Ste A
In Bodo Park 970 247-4007
Durango

The Durango Diner has endured as one of the
town's few landmark eateries. "The Diner" is
well known for their nostalgic no-frills meals,
local buzz, and the Green Chili and Southwest Salsa sold through-out the country
(970) 247-9889
957 Main Ave. Durango, Colorado
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Ask for Chester or Gloria.
Chapter members and friends
Will receive a special rate.
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FIRESIDE CABINS

Along the San Juan River at 1600 E.
Hwy 160 in Pagosa Springs; offer 1 and
2 bedroom cabins, dogs and stock welcome. Owners Guy and Diane Ludwig
are the hosts for the SJBCH summer
party on June 10 again this year.
Tel: 970-264-9204 or 888 264-9204
Email: firesideinn@skywerk.com
Web Site: www.firesidecabins.com

PAGOSA FEED COMPANY

PAGOSA NURSERY

High quality feed for your horse. We carry a full line of
horse supplements including products to put on weight,
probiotics, electrolytes, protein supplements, amino,
psyllium, white salt and horse mineral. We have horse
toys, grooming products and 1st aid along with fly spray,
masks and fly sheets. We carry grazing muzzles, a
full line of Miller horse buckets and water tanks and
slow hay feeders. Come by with any questions or concerns, we would like to help
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