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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common
interest in keeping cage birds in captivity. To educate
members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.

Thursday
April 22
7:00PM

Toy
Making
Party
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Letters to the Editor are
always welcome. Send
comments or suggestions
to:
RECBC
Attn: Newsletter
P.O. Box 6232
Santa Rosa Ca. 95406
or email me at
glenti@sbcglobal.net
...George
Newsletter Editor.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING
IN OUR NEWSLETTER?
Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
*3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00.
*Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size.
OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial AD sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for Commercial Ads and glenti@sbcglobal.net for
Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.
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Committee Members

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT- Pat Surniak (10) (707) 526-5505
VICE PRESIDENT Mary Grist (11)
SECRETARY - George Lentini (11)
(707) 528-1065 glenti@sbcglobal.net
TREASURER - Linda Karnstedt (10)
(707) 566-1366
linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com

Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@shorebirds.biz
AFA Delegates
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE.
Cheryl Cattan (10)
(707) 664-8965
Donna Shore (11)
(707) 585-7524
dshore@shorebirds.biz
Bonnie Scheffler (11)
(707) 546-1776

Hospitality
Carolyn Rawlinson (707) 778-9269
Newsletter Editor
George Lentini (707) 528-1065
glenti@sbcglobal.net
Photography
Pat Surniak & Members

Treasurer Report

Raffle
Cheryl Cattan (707) 664-8965
Mary Grist

Submitted by
Linda Karnstedt

Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney, Pat Surniak &
George Lentini

Not available at time of
printing

Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

Presidents Message

ATTENTION
MEMBERS!!!

I would like to thank the
following for their help at
the Home Show:

The majority of
our members’ dues
are up for renewal
this month. Check
the address label
on the back of this
newsletter as it
contains your
renewal date.

Carolyn Rawlinson
Edward Selby
Steven Williamson
Bill Jackson
Robin Lyon
George Lentini
Jill Richardson
Jeff Surniak
It would not have been such
a great success without you!
Welcome new members:
Maria Blachley
Stan Jonah
Pat S.
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General Meeting Place
Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway Exit from 101
4th Thursday of the month
Meetings begin promptly @ 7:00 P.M.

Calendar of Events
April 22
May 27
June
July

- Toy Party and Elections
- Speaker from UC Davis
- Lyons Ranch (date to be announced)
- Safari West - Date to be determined
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Minutes of the Board
March 18, 2010
Present - Bonnie S; Pat S; Cheryl C; George L;
Linda K and Donna S. Mary G;
Pat called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.
Minutes: approved.
President’s Report: We will have a booth at the March
Show. We will be bringing 2 cages, large enough to house
Macaws. This is the first time that we will be using these
bird cages at the home show. We also used the large
cages for medium size birds to show the general public the
proper size cages they should be housed in.
On April 10th, we will be working on toy parts for our April
Toy Making party. We purchased special parts this year at
the cost of around $200. These will be drilled and dyed.
Treasurer Report: Not available at this printing
Outreach Program: Home Show
New Business: Linda K. will contact Safari West concerning the date for our July Meeting.
Old Business: We will have election ballots to hand out at
the April Meeting. All ballots will be tallied at the end of
the meeting. We gave $200 Olive Garden gift cards to the
Animal Care Center as a thank you for allowing us to have
our meetings at the center.
Members willed be asked to speak on charities they would
like to see receive a portion of the $1,000.00 the board
has allowed for charities this years. The final vote will be
in May.
Submitted by Pat S and George L.
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Meeting Notice

April 22, 7 P.M.

TOY MAKING Party
In addition to making toys, the club
will also have pre-made toys for sale!

If you have the following tools,
please bring them to the meeting:
 Needle nose pliers
 Scissors  Regular pliers
The club will have a few tools to
share, but it would be better if you
brought your own (please be sure to
put your name on your tools).
You will be purchasing parts to make
toys, so please bring a Check or
Cash. IOU’s will not be accepted.
Support our additional Sponsors.
Please show your membership card prior to purchase.
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229.
Call for availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby
birds to all RECBC members.
New Sponsor
The Bird Exchange & Honkey Donkey Farm.
5355 Hall Road, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95401
Phone: (707) 575-0433
10% discount on cages and supplies only to RECBC
members.
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ELECTIONS
Bio for Linda Karnstedt
I have been a member since 2000 and I became a board
member in 2004. Presently, I am the club Treasurer. I
regularly volunteer at our many events such as the
Apple Fair, Home Show, Toy Workshop, Harvest Fair, and
Bird Expo. I would love to continue to be a member on the
board and look forward to expanding our involvement in
all things "bird" related.
Bio for Pat Surniak
I have been a member & club President since 2005. I am
the lead person in setting up club events. I also help with
the newsletter. I would like to continue to serve the club
as a board Member.
Bio for Carolyn Rawlinson
I have been a long time member of the club. I am a
regular volunteer at most club events. I was the librarian
for the club for many years. I look forward to working on
the board, and expanding my involvement in the club.
Bio for Cheryl Cattan
I have been a member & board member since 2005. I am
currently the raffle table chairman. I regularly volunteer
at club events. I would like to continue to serve.

Election Ballot
Linda Karnstedt
Pat Surniak
Carolyn Rawlinson
Cheryl Cattan

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

(
(
(
(

)
)
)
)

No
No
No
No

(
(
(
(

)
)
)
)

The Ballot can be mailed to RECBC, brought to the April
meeting or you can phone your vote in. Call Pat Surniak at
707-526-5505 and leave a message with your ballot
choice.
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REFRESHMENTS
and RAFFLE TABLE
We are always looking for raffle table and refreshment
donations. If you donate to one or both of these you will
earn a free raffle ticket or a Birdie Buck.
Refreshments: 1 raffle ticket or Birdie Buck per person.
Raffle items: 1 raffle ticket or Birdie Buck per item (i.e. a
set of glasses = 1 ticket, raffled as one item). Guests are
welcome to participate.

Attention Members

Our raffle table has been a little sparse lately. Please go
into your re-gifting closet so see if there is anything that
you would like to donate. Remember...items do not have
to be new or bird related - just clean and useable. Profits
from your donations help to pay for programs at our
monthly meetings. Without your continued support, we
will not be able to fund events.
Carolyn Rawlinson has graciously accepted the
position of the Refreshment Chairmen. Thank you
Carolyn!

Some of our members have not
been cleaning up after their
birds. Please read the club
rules on page 13.
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EARLY BIRD ADVERTISEMENT

In Home Bird Sitting Service: (707) 585-7524 or email Donna
Shore at dshore@shorebirds.biz.

Bonnie Scheffler (707) 546-1776 Flight Cages, assorted
sizes and prices. These are excellent for flight cages or
breeding cages. 1/2” x 3” wire. Call for prices.
For Sale: Male Persa Persa Turaco $300.00

Special This Month
Contact: Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229
For Sale: Sweet, gently handfed Poicephalus babies now
being hand fed (Senegal - Red Belied - Meyers and Senegal/Meyers Hybrids). Also feeding Indian Ringnecks & Amboina King Parrots.

Special Low Price
Sweet and friendly, weaned Jenday Conures for only $175
Sexing available and unrelated pairs are available if you
want to set up a pair for breeding. These babies are
from very productive parents.

Cockatiels!
Friendly, handfed cockatiels - available all year. Special
price to RECBC Members of only $75! This great price is
for any color, including white face mutations.

Wanted:
Male Princess of Wales. I have a female to trade or sell.

Wanted:
Male Moustache parakeet. I have a female to trade or sell.
12

ATTENTION MEMBERS
We are having a problem with several members
not following the rules, with resulting damage to
some chairs. In order to continue utilizing the
center & being able to bring our birds to
meetings, the rules have to be followed!!!!!!
13

THE FEATHER FARM, INC

We are always looking for new
advertisements.
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Birdkeeping Naturally EB Cravens March ‘10
“Have You Ever Observed How Long It Takes a Baby
Parrot To Learn a New Skill?”
April and I are blessed to have three baby Fuscicollis cape
parrots outside in Ika and Stevie’s wooden nest box. The pair
was set up on request by two clients who wish to have offspring.
Both parents are doing such an admirable job, feeding the
little ones five times a day and tending to them continually,
that we have made the decision to co-parent them. They are
now going on seven weeks of age and as Ika has begun sleeping
out of the box at this stage, we can easily open the box and
take them out after dark for sessions of cleaning, cuddling,
brief hand-feeding if they wish, and all round introducing them
to the world of humans.
In my way of thinking, this is a near-perfect way to raise
baby psittacines. They grow faster, establish prime immune systems, get to experience a full and essential childhood in the
dark with their parents, and are in very little danger of overimpressing on humans. In short they are birds first, companions
second. It is quite amazing to note how calm these little fellows
are when they have so much parental nurturing to rely on during upbringing. No stress or hunger in a nursery tub, no distractions with other species of hookbill, no bright lights or noisy
electronic media. Mostly they just stare at things—us included—
wide eyed and contemplative about all the newness they begin
to see away from their eat-sleep-poop routine in the box!
A fascinating aspect of this way of birthing and raising psittacines is the way April and I get to observe the scope of learning the chicks display from day to day, week to week. For example, the first time you pick a young partially-feathered parrot up in your hands, it will usually struggle a bit to keep its
balance, moving its legs and body, perhaps flapping soft, fleshy
wings in an attempt to compensate for being moved. The second time, it eases into the handling somewhat better, and by
the third session, provided one moves very carefully, the chick
has learned to accept our hands with little notice at all. That’s
(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

learning about the world of humans on the most basic level.
The same thing applies with handfeeding by a small cup; first
time, it is a little awkward, thereafter, babies learn to allow
the process and enjoy the warm meal. All sorts of handling fits
in this scenario: feather shaft preening, beak wiping, bathing of
poopy feet in a warm water pan. When you team the smartest
of neonates with the most skillful and conscientious of keepers,
the learning curve for baby parrots is speedy and gratifying.
Once a neophyte parrot becomes a fledgling, this learning
curve kicks into high gear. We are talking speed-read here—
education on the wing! It is no coincidence that when a baby
bird is at its most curious and alert he or she is confronted with
two of the three most important lessons in life: eating and flying.
A fledgling learning to eat on its own can be a humorous
sight. Chicks will experiment clumsily with left and right claw,
as if trying to decide which is the coordinated one for gripping
a piece of walnut or Swiss chard. Beaks drop things, get mushy
and covered with uneaten food, babies struggle to gnaw an almond, crush a pea, extract the meaty interior from a sunflower
or hemp seed. As they grow more adept, they choose preferences in foodstuffs—one prime reason for offering lots of
crunchy greens and vegetables early on during weaning.
Flying is a trial by “fire” so to speak or perhaps by “crash.”
Fledglings tentatively try landing on all sorts of slippery and
obstructed objects: picture frames, hanging curtains, screen
doors, etc. Failure means a plop to the floor. So we provide lots
of recognizable baskets with handles for our young flyers, similar to their nursery basket with towel and teddy bear in it. With
such a goal in sight, psittacines learn very quickly to fly directly
at a chosen landing spot, rather than hovering mid-air or bolting for somewhere they have no idea about perching upon. (It’s
best to lave all toenails pointy sharp and useful at this stage.)
As that learning curve steepens, a parrot will begin making 360
degree circles in flight, throwing in lots of little zigs and zags
while airborne and increasing speed with confidence and joy.
My third most important lesson in a young parrot’s life is
(Continued on page 17)
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(Continued from page 16)

survival. Now this may seem like a rather moot point in a docile, handfed bird destined to live indoors as a pet for years. But
our definition of “survival” from a learning standpoint includes
a wide range of abilities, from mastering those fight and defense postures so loved by rowdy sibling fledglings during their
endless mock battles, to recognizing the difference between a
dangerous soaring hawk and an unthreatening buzzard high up
above. Living as a prey animal entails knowing about potential
dangers before being cornered. Besides, living as a household
bird never precludes being attacked or in jeopardy in a variety
of ways. We expect all our parrots to absorb as much survival
data as possible—from their parents and nestbox by way of audio signals, from brothers and sisters, from other savvy psittacines, from human teachers. I love to take older fledglings and
train them to be on their backs, to claw and grapple, to learn
the quick hop-and-flap techniques of peck, scratch and evade.
Defense postures, survival information, wild bird talents these,
but certainly they are not beyond the training regimen of devoted owners and their intelligent parrots.
Day by day, practice and repetition lead to expertise; with
the best of chicks, progress is swift. The important point is that
we keepers stay tuned to what our baby birds are learning. We
try to encourage where possible—show the youngster there is a
peanut or hazelnut in that shell, or that drinking water
(say…’wa-ter’) comes in all sorts of cups and containers. Observing a psittacine chick’s efforts to learn skills and become
one with its world leads us keepers to design better and better
instructive learning curves. For those smartest of parrots, the
cockatoos and African Greys, lories, capes and large macaws,
the sky can be the limit on their knowledge provided they are
given frequent opportunity. In fact, every bird from budgerigar
to blue and gold benefits from the widest range of schooling we
humans can devise. And much of it comes most straightforwardly when the parrot is young, curious, and flying. Have you
ever observed how long it takes a baby parrot to learn a new
skill? It’s both fun and quite revealing…
With aloha, EB
17
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be
Published in the Directory unless
otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping
cage birds in captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best
care, keeping maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$32.00

$27.00

$27.00

$22.00

$22.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
P

B

Amazons

P

B

Doves

P

B

Macaws

P

B

African Parrots

P

B

Eclectus

P

B

Parrotlets

P

B

Budgies

P

B

Finches

P

B

Pionus

P

B

Canaries

P

B

Gamebirds

P

B

Ringnecks

P

B

Cockatiels

P

B

Grasskeets

P

B

Rosellas

P

B

Cockatoos

P

B

Lories/Lorikeets

P

B

Australian Parakeets

P

B

Conures

P

B

Lovebirds

P

B

Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair,
toy making party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc. Would you be
interested and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have
any specialized talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!
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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991

REMINDER
Check your mailing
address label for
renewal date.
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