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White Pine Market Opens in Two Harbors

By Kitty Mayo
The owners of White Pine Market are
building on what they have seen work to
breath fresh air into a new business on the
doorstep of Two Harbors.
Located near the entrance to town on
Highway 61, Kim and Jim Aili are the owners of the new establishment that combines
creative retail with coffee and goodies, and
is a great expression of the personalities behind the business.
The recently renovated White Pine Market
(formerly a thrift shop)which opened July
13th, is part retail and part coffee shop, playing to Kim's strengths on the retail side and
Jim's in the coffee department.
“Coffee is Jim's passion, after roasting coffee at home for the last six years he's been
wanting to bring that to have for sale,” said
Kim.
Jim will be bringing his self-taught expertise to the public by roasting green coffee
beans on-site and transforming those into a
variety of specialty coffee drinks made to
order. While major reconstruction to make
that transformation of the building into a

coffee roasting and coffee beverage serving
spot has been mostly completed, the coffee
will begin to be poured within the next
couple of weeks. Bakery items will also be
added to be sold in the very near future.
“The bakery will have our specialties:
some fabulous danishes and caramel rolls,”
said Kim.
Despite living down in Lakewood, Kim
Aili says that she feels their new shop is
right where it should be.
“We live in Duluth and wanted to open a
shop, and we love our spot, it is worth the
drive,” said Aili.
Kim has been a stay-at-home mom for the
last 25 years, while Jim continues with his
full time work with Simco Properties, and
all the while the two of them raising 11 children. Since purchasing the property in February, Kim says that she has had a great deal
to learn to bring their dreams to fruition.
“This is all new to us and it has been a big
learning curve that I'm bumbling through at
times, but having lots of fun,” said Kim.

Basing her ideas for retail off of other
stores she has enjoyed visiting, White Pine
has a variety of local vendors displaying
hand crafted items for sale on consignment.
Pottery, ironworks, wool rugs, syrups and
jellies are some of the handcrafted items for
sale. Kim has also brought in a few lines of
clothing for women and children, and is adding to the line up with previously worn
women's clothing on consignment.
“Not only do we have a lot of local talent
right here in our community, but I wanted to
add the upscale and unique consignment
women's clothing to have something for locals to come in for all year round,” said
Kim.
The Ailis do plan to be open year-round,
with extended hours in the summer and will
be closed on Sundays.
The entire building has undergone renovation with the help of their son, who is a resident of Two Harbors. A porch was added to
create a more welcoming entrance, and a
drive-through for coffee will be another feature.

Prospectors Loop ATV Trail Moves Forward
By Kitty Mayo
In the works for over five
years, the latest endeavor to create a massive all-terrain vehicle
trail in northeastern Minnesota
by connecting trails finally has
the funding and permits to move
forward. Dubbed Prospectors
Loop, the trail will tie together
other trails across a massive area
in St. Louis and Lake counties.
Ron Potter, trail administrator
for the Prospectors Trail Alliance
board, says that construction is
launching forward. The goal is to
tie together the Lake county regional ATV trail, Bear Head Lake
and Lake Vermilion State Parks,
and the five communities of Ely,
Babbitt, Embarrass, Soudan and
Tower.
Until recently very little of the
trail had been completed, however all funding for the project
has been approved, with Lake
county acting as the fiscal agent.
“Lake county supports ATV
trails and is familiar with the process of developing them, so we
asked them to sponsor us from
the start and they have really
helped us move along,” Potter
stated.
The estimated cost of the natural surface trail is $3.4 million.
The state awarded the project $1
million in bonding money four
years ago, another $1 million was
granted through IRRRB, and the
most recent state legislative ses-

sion granted $1.3 million from
the dedicated ATV account.
As the fiscal agent for Prospectors Loop, Land Commissioner
for Lake county's Forestry Department, Nate Eide says Lake
county is the pass-through for
grants and bonding monies and is
responsible for tracking expenditures. However, they do not have
any official oversight for the
project.
Eide says the county's comprehensive trails plan has ATVs
listed as one of its top priorities,
and that Lake county is overall
supportive of trail building, including ATVs, biking, and hiking.
“It's been our legacy to be protrail, and the county commissioners see ATVs as being something
for local folks to do, as well as
something good for the tourism
economy,” Eide stated.
Looking beyond this project in
St. Louis and Lake counties, Potter says that the hope is to eventually connect into Cook county
at the tip of the Arrowhead, as
well as adding trail that hooks
into the Iron Range trails.
Twelve bridges and twenty
miles of new trail, much of
which are timber access roads,
and many miles of boardwalks
need building over wetlands.
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This is the fourth attempt in 20
years to make the trails connections. Potter says he has found
support from every camp, from
the U.S. Forest Service to legislators and communities. He believes it’s the economic benefit
that makes the case for Prospectors Loop, increasing spending
opportunities for visitors seeking
dining, lodging and other amenities as they travel.
Many people, he says, are
packing a suitcase onto their
ATV and looking for a trail that
can take them afar for a whole
weekend or longer.
As president of the ATVAM
(All Terrain Vehicle Association
of Minnesota) and current employee of Polaris, Potter says that
finding legal trails to ride on can
be a challenge. He looks forward

to the day the completed Prospectors Loop trail is added to the
Ride Command free app that Polaris has developed which displays a digital map indicating
legal trails throughout the U.S.,
Canada, and now overseas.
According to Potter, the sport
of ATVing has grown immensely
in the last 15 years. Quieter fourstroke engines instead of
yesteryear's rowdy two-stroke
that won many enemies of human-powered outdoor adventures, and side-by-side design
has promoted the ability to have
social interactions while riding.
State wetland permits were finally approved in May, and permits from the U.S. Army Corp of
Engineers are anticipated to be
coming through at any time.
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