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THE      COURIER 

A Summer Prayer of Thanks 
 

Thank you, God, for the pleasures of summer, 
the bright sunny days and perfect moonlit evenings, 
the smells of mowed grass and air thick with rain. 

Thank you for days at the lake 
and evenings chasing fireflies, 

for vacations and festivals, 
picnics and cookouts, 

baseball and concerts and swimsuits and popsicles. 
Thank you for the fireworks of thunderstorms, 

for watermelon sweetness, 
for summer’s pace and summer’s grace,  

for all your beauty and power, faithfulness and the new growth 
displayed in summer, 

Amen. 
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Pastor Mark Luepke 
        Confirmation Camp 2019 Notes 

 

     Pastor Mark and thirteen members of 

Zion’s confirmation class, (ten youth from 

Zion, two from Immanuel, and one from St. 

Paul’s), spent some days together at 

EWALU’s Confirmation Camp the second 

week of July.  (EWALU is an ELCA camping 

ministry site near Strawberry Point, Iowa.)  It 

was a great week!  There were a total of about 

forty confirmation campers and over 200 

other youth campers that enjoyed the week at 

EWALU. 

 

     A few notes from the week: 

 When Pastor Mark asked the campers on 

Monday morning if they felt that they had a 

good relationship with their counselors, there 

was a resounding “YES!” from the group.  
 

 EWALU is a wonderful and beautiful 

camp – with a myriad of buildings, facilities, 

campfire sites, and hiking trails scattered 

across its 500+ acres with the Maquoketa 

River flowing through it. 
 

 While bald eagles were seen a number of 

times, the one that flew over the river right in 

front of the group as we worshipped in the 

outdoor chapel one morning was especially 

memorable. 
 

 Speaking of animals, the camp has a farm 

with a number of animals that the campers 

interacted with.  With the amount of time that 

Avery carried around a little goat and Brynn 

held on to a chicken, their parents need to 

double check their suitcases! 
 

 The weather was great.  Okay, maybe 

trying to cook over an open fire in the rain 

after an afternoon of canoeing wasn’t the 

greatest.  But besides that….. 
 

 Two memorable quotes – among 

many:  “The food is a lot better than I thought 

it would be.”  In sadness: “We only have 1-

1/2 days left here – and I’ve made friends!”  
 

 Pastor Mark was so pleased (and proud) to 

hear some of Zion’s youth singing the “New 

Testament Book” song together when they 

were asked to turn to a particular book of the 

Bible. 
 

 High and low ropes, gaga ball, swimming, 

creek-stomping, hiking, overnight tent-

camping, campfires, singing, skits, Bible 

studies, worship, and more! 
 

 Theme and focus of the Bible 

studies?  “Transformed Community: 

Generosity, Inclusion, Compassion, Justice, 

and Forgiveness all transform community.” 

Thank you to the congregation for supporting 

(prayerfully and financially) this important 

week of our confirmation program!  

 

   Pastor Mark S. Luepke 



 

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

August 3rd & 4th (Pentecost 8) 

First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23  

Psalm 49:1-12 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11  

Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 

 

August 10th & 11th (Pentecost 9) 

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6 

Psalm 33:12-22 

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Gospel: Luke 12:32-40 

 

August 17th & 18th (Pentecost 10) 

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:23-29 

Psalm 82 

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:29 -- 12:2 

Gospel: Luke 12:49-56 

 

August 24th & 25th (Pentecost 11) 

First Reading: Isaiah 58:9b-14  

Psalm 103:1-8 

Second Reading: Hebrews 12:18-29  

Gospel: Luke 13:10-17 

SERVICES 

Saturday evenings - 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday mornings - 9:00 a.m. 

 
BIBLE STUDY 

Saturday - 4:15 p.m. 

 
MORNING PRAYER & BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesday - 9:00 a.m. 

 
RADIO BROADCAST  

WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sunday mornings: 10:30 a.m. on  

KROS 1340 AM and KROS 105.9 FM. 

Zion’s annual Pork & Sauerkraut Supper will 

be held Thursday, September 19th, 2019.   
 

You won’t want to miss this amazing meal 

served in the dining hall or available for carry 

out. 
 

Keep watching the bulletins and the 

September edition of the Courier for more 

details! 
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Our Second Sunday Supper for July was a delicious picnic. Skip Carstensen grilled 

brats and hot dogs. Carol Gruhn, Gina Schwartz, and Judy Carstensen prepared cheesy 

potatoes, baked beans, and watermelon. We appreciate Dorothea Olsen and Helen Steen who 

faithfully set the tables.  

Larry Ketelsen, thank you for recommending our program to the Ascentra Credit Union 

Foundation. We received $250 in honor of the service we provide for the community. 

Jurgen Duhr led the opening in place of Cynthia Pederson and Pastor Mark. Cynthia, we 

miss you. We are praying for you. 

There will be NO Second Sunday Supper in August. Instead, please attend The Block 

Party at Clinton Park on August 18. 

As always, thank you all for supplying food items, greeting guests, washing dishes, and 

cleaning tables. Your five years of support is an example of Zion’s belief in serving others. 
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The 19th Annual Multi-Church Block Party will be held Sunday, August 18, 2019 from 4:00 

to 6:00 at the Clinton Park (across from the Central Fire Station).  This event again promises 

to be full of good food, lots of fellowship and wonderful entertainment.   So mark your 

calendars and don’t forget your lawn chairs, you won’t want to miss it.  (The rain location is 

the Zion Dining Hall). 
  

There will be an opportunity for you to be part of Zion’s 

famous baked beans.  Look for the big white roaster in the 

Narthex, and help us purchase the fixin’s for these yummy 

beans.  Or volunteer to make a roaster of beans, all ingredients 

are provided.   
  

Sign-up sheets for cookies and workers will be available in         

early August.  See you at the Park!  



 

 

  ZION’S BOOK CLUB 
 

Zion’s book club will meet at 10 a.m. in the library on Wednesday, August 

21st.  We will discuss A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles. 
 

“When, in 1922, thirty-year-old Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an  

unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, he is sentenced to house  

arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel near the Kremlin. An indomitable man 

of erudition and wit, Rostov must now live in an attic room as some of the 

most tumultuous decades in Russian history unfold.  Unexpectedly, the 

Count’s reduced circumstances provide him entry into a world of  

emotional discovery as he forges friendships with the hotel’s denizens.  

But when fate puts the life of a young girl in his hands, he must draw on all 

his ingenuity to protect the future she deserves.”  
 

Public library books are available for checking out on the cart in Zion’s library and Zion also has 

our own copy.  Join us!  We have lively discussions!  

 
NEW BOOK FOR AUGUST 

 

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman is a “wacky,  

charming novel.” Meet Eleanor Oliphant: She struggles with appropriate social 

skills and tends to say exactly what she’s thinking.  Nothing is missing in her  

carefully timetabled life….But everything changes when Eleanor meets  

Raymond, whose big heart will ultimately help Eleanor find the way to repair 

her own profoundly damaged one….Smart, warm, and uplifting, this is the story 

of an out-of-the-ordinary heroine whose deadpan weirdness and wit make for an 

irresistible journey as she realizes the only way to survive is to open your heart.” 

 

The Baby Boomerang:  Catching Baby Boomers as They Return to Church by 

Doug Murren is a 1990 road map of how this pastor of Eastside Foursquare 

Church in Kirkland, Washington, was able to grow his church from a few charter 

people in 1980 to nearly 4000 members.  Look for this book on the shelf labeled 

CHURCH LIFE. 

In the Hospital?  Moved to a Care Facility?  
Because of privacy laws, hospitals & care facilities are  

following strict guidelines for the sharing of patient/

resident information.  Please be sure to call the church  

office or the pastor to keep us informed.   

4 



 

 

LSI News 
 

Back to School Month 

 School is right around the corner! This time of year is exciting and stressful for many of us, 

but imagine what it would be like to be a child or teen with an emotional or behavioral disorder. 

You might be afraid of not being able to concentrate or fit in at your school. You might worry about 

adjusting to a new classroom routine or making new friends. You might feel alone, like no one can 

relate to you. 

 Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) provides mental health services to children and families 

across the state. It’s our job to relate to children who might feel alone or misunderstood. Our 

therapists work one-on-one with children while our Behavioral Health Intervention Services team 

collaborates with families in their own homes to help them develop skills like anger management 

and healthy decision-making. LSI also provides 24-hour mental health care at the Bremwood and 

Beloit Residential Treatment Centers in Waverly and Ames to empower Iowa’s most vulnerable 

children and teens.  

 We thank you for your support of LSI’s mission as we respond together to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service! We know there are more Iowa children in need of this 

critical care. If you would like to learn more about how you can give a gift to support these crucial 

services, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at  

563-676-2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 
 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran 

Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, 

and sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.Iowa.  
 

Back to His Usual Self   

  Sixteen-year-old Loki was struggling in school. He’d once been ambitious and conscientious 

about schoolwork, but now, his grades were slipping. He was becoming detached and disconnected 

from his family and his friends. He bottled up his emotions and refused to open up. His dad, Troy, 

felt like his son was slipping away.  

 Troy thought he’d exhausted all his options until he learned about LSI’s Mental Health 

Services.  

 Loki began meeting with his LSI therapist, Renae, regularly. For the first time, Loki had a 

neutral, unbiased person to share his feelings and frustrations with. But Renae did more than just 

listen. She helped Loki practice coping skills and learn ways to feel more comfortable opening up 

and trusting other people with his feelings. 

 Slowly but surely, Troy started noticing Loki being more talkative after his sessions with 

Renae. Loki told more stories about his friends at school, and Troy saw his son spending more time 

with his classmates at the end of the day instead of being eager to get home. With Renae in his 

corner and practical skills to fall back on, Loki feels more confident. He is thriving at school again. 

His grades are back up. He is more outgoing, and he has a stronger relationship at home with Troy.  

 “I’m a lot happier and Loki is a lot happier. Everything is going in a positive direction,” Troy 

says. “Renae and LSI have been excellent working with my son, and his therapy has gone better 

than I imagined.”  

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org


 

 

August Worship Leaders 
 

August 5:30 pm Ushers 

Ardell Wolf, Archie Yaddof, John Christiansen, Jim Waldorf, Jeff Michel, Blake Werner 
 

August 9:00 am Ushers 

Dave & Michelle Meade, Curt & Bev Smith, Larry & Elaine Mommsen, Gary & Deb Vath 

August 3rd & 4th 5:30 pm             9:00 am 
Bread Baker:  Linda Flikkema     Linda Flikkema  

Crucifer:  Jurgen Duhr     Sharon Dierks 

Asst. Minister:  Judy Carstensen     Diane Honeywell 

Reader:  Jean Lauritzen     Laurie Kuehl 

Acolyte:  Alayna Landon     Eligh Luett   

Communion:  Dorothea Olsen  & Helen Steen   David & Michelle Meade  

Altar Guild:  Dennis & Judy Andersen      Linda Gruhn & Dorothy Kellermann 

Guest Registry: Melissa Werner     Barb Rhoades 

Fellowship:         
 

August 10th & 11th 

Crucifer:  Dorothea Olsen     Linda Gruhn 

Asst. Minister:  Diane Honeywell    Linda Gruhn 

Reader:  Steve Teney     Patti Lauritzen 

Acolyte:  Heidi Zajicek     Randy Spensley 

Communion:  Dennis & Judy Anderson   Jane Noecker & Linda Gruhn 

Altar Guild:  Vernelda Van Note & Judy Luett  Diane Honeywell & Gina Schwartz 

Guest Registry: Doreen McDonnell    Karen Hansen 

Fellowship: 
 

August 17th & 18th 

Crucifer:  Helen Steen     Randy Spensley 

Asst. Minister:  Linda Gruhn     Jurgen Duhr 

Reader:   Linda Dutchess     Linda Gruhn 

Acolyte:  Matthew Dinning    Emeree Luett 

Communion:  Steve & Jane Teney     Willard Larsen & Roxanne McElroy  

Altar Guild:  Skip & Judy Carstensen    Dave & Michelle Meade  

Guest Registry: Helen Steen     Marie Perry 

Fellowship: 
  
August 24th & 25th 

Crucifer:   Helen Steen     Patti Lauritzen 

Asst. Minister:  Chris Michel     Judy Carstensen 

Reader:   Jurgen Duhr     Deb Vath 

Acolyte:  Avery Luett     Kayla Krogman 

Communion:  Dab Johnson & Wayne Van Note  Patti Lauritzen & Deb Vath  

Altar Guild:  Steve & Melissa Werner   Curt & Bev Smith    

Guest Registry: Dorothea Olsen     Skip Carstensen 

Fellowship: 
 

August 30th & September 1st 

Crucifer:  Vernelda Van Note    Skip Carstensen 

Asst. Minister:  Jurgen Duhr     Linda Gruhn 

Reader:  Dorothea Olsen     Judy Carstensen 

Acolyte:  Jacob Simpson     Brynn Vonderohe 

Communion:  Dorothea Olsen  & Helen Steen   Larry & Elaine Mommsen 

Altar Guild:  Dennis & Judy Anderson   Patti Lauritzen, Deb Vath & Paul Hammann 

Guest Registry: Diane Tiesman     Linda Gruhn 

Fellowship:
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Our summer is off to a GREAT start!    
 

Our child care children have enjoyed some fun days at the center 

to include the bounce house, movie day, bubble day, make your 

own snack day, and sidewalk chalk day.  We have also gone on a 

few field trips.  We went to the Discovery Center, Riverfront 

Park, and Clinton Park. 
 

Our summer camp is staying very busy with their activities and 

field trips as well.  They have stayed at the center with arts & 

crafts, board games, bounce house, Kerplunk, Minute to Win It, 

science day, and summer bingo.  They have visited Plaza Bowl, 

Niabi Zoo, Clinton Park, Rainbow Pottery, Clinton Pool, and the 

Art Center.  We had a new field trip this year to the Creative Adventure Lab in Dubuque as well 

which the children enjoyed. 
 

On June 14th, we had our unannounced state visit for the year.  The visit went very well and she 

was very pleased with the great things happening here!  We thank the staff for all of their hard 

work and dedication that they give each and every day to make these visits so easy!  



 

 

 The ancient Romans named the months listed on our modern calendar?   

 Ancient Romans’ calendars began with March as the first month of the year and January as 

the last? 

 March received it’s name because the ancient Romans ceased all their wars during the first 

month of the year to allow for a time of celebration?  Therefore, they named this month 

after Mars, who they called the god of war. 

 April has a couple of possible origins for its name?  The first possible origin is from the 

Latin base word apero-, which means “second,” and April was the second month of their 

calendar.  Another possibility is that the name comes from the Latin word aperire, which 

means “to open.”  The reasoning behind this was the representation of the opening of 

flowers in the spring. 

  July was named after Julius Caesar in 44 B.C.?  Prior to this change July had been called 

Quitilis, the Latin word for “fifth.”  Also, July was the first month to ever be named after a 

real person, not an ancient Roman deity. 

 August had originally been called Sextilis, which means “sixth” in Latin, because it was the 

sixth month of the year?  It was changed in 8 B.C. to August after Augustus Caesar, Julius 

Caesar’s nephew.   

 September, October, November, and December all got their names because of their prefixes 

(Sept is seven, Octo is eight, Novem is nine, and Decem is ten) coincided with their order in 

the ancient Roman calendar? 

 February was named for an end of year festival called Februa?  In 690 B.C. Numa 

Pompilius turned the celebration into a month and February was its name. 

 January was also named by Numa Pompilius, who named it after Janus (the ancient Roman 

god of beginnings and endings)?  Interestingly enough, Janus is depicted with faces looking 

both forward and backward, this depiction being appropriate for either the first or last 

month of a year. 

 Pope Gregory changed the calendar to our modern version, called the Gregorian calendar, 

in 1582?  England and its colonies (the United States) did not adopt it until 1752. 

 
*All information listed here came from the following sources:   
https://www.farmersalmanac.com/month-names-29908 

https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/how-did-the-months-of-the-year-get-their-names 

Multi-Church Block Party 



 

 

FINANCIAL CORNER 

General Operating June Year To Date 

Income + $28,593.17 $183,090.72 

Expense - $36,906.96 $195,504.66 

Difference = -$8,313.79 $12,413.94 

June 2019 at a glance 

A full financial report is listed in the bulletin board across from the office. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Current Mortgage Balance 6/30/2019:  $134,339.63 
     

In June, Zion paid $7,000.00 toward the mortgage retirement.  We paid $552.02 in  

interest and $6,447.98 against the principal.  We expect to pay off the loan by 02/22/2021 if 

giving continues to Forward In Faith. 

RADIO BROADCAST 

Reaching out to the community of Clinton through our Sunday Worship  

radio broadcast is a very important mission.  There are many who listen each 

and every Sunday.  Have you ever listened to Zion’s worship on the radio?  Did 

you know that this is a way for you to be a part of the outreach of Zion?  It costs 

$85.00 every week for the worship to be broadcast and you have the opportunity 

to sponsor one or more weeks of worship outreach.  Simply sign up for one of 

the 52 Sundays on the chart located on the bulletin board immediately outside 

the worship entrance doors. 

 The 9:00 am worship service is broadcast on KROS, 1340 AM and 105.9 FM every Sunday 

at 10:30 am. 

13 

attendance  

      Weekend Worship Attendance: 

 

  
Saturday Sunday Total 

June 29 & 30 59 118 177 

July 6 & 7 73 118 191 

July 13 & 14 69 167 236 

July 20 & 21 51 122 173 
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ZIONõS STAFF 
 

Rev. Mark Luepke, Pastor 
Phone: 563-242-7391 

pastormark@zionlutheranclinton.org 
ß 

Kelly Bork, Director  
Zion Child Care Preschool 

Phone: 563-243-9393  
zioncc-ps@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Amanda Deuermeyer, Office Administrator 
Phone: 563-242-7391 

officeadministrator@zionlutheranclinton.org 
ß 

Donica Vonderohe, Staff Musician 
music@zionlutheranclinton.org 

ß 

Patrick Hoffman, Custodian 
ß 

Courier Articles 
courier@zionlutheranclinton.org 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday through Friday 

9:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m. 

Zion Lutheran Church  
439 3rd Avenue South 
Clinton, Iowa 52732 
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